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Happy New Year
After living a long crazy year, I think it is safe to say, “Happy New Year.” But wait, could be more to
come? I think everyone can say that we have learned something from the past year. I was more
resilient than I thought. Instead of feeling cooped up, all the projects that have been put off seemed
easy to complete. Also, I determined that going shopping daily was not needed. I had taken so much
for granted: seeing friends, movies, fast foods, and so on. I will never again take those activities as a
given. We have enjoyed our home as a sanctuary. I cooked and baked foods I have wanted to try for
quite some time. I hope all of you can relate to this, and have had similar experiences. I hope you are
also are looking forward for great things happening for POCC for Year 2021.
Ron and Willa Berglund have stepped up to lead activities for the year. I encourage each and every
one to do the best you can to take part. Also, don’t be bashful about submitting a suggestion for a
future activity. Or, you can take charge, and lead one yourself. Some events have already been
planned. I am looking forward to attend. I would like to reemphasize past President Andy Hoff.
ideas on activities. He said how about looking at the club activity calendar and imagining what your
family could contribute. Some were a new cruise route, place to visit, garage crawl, lunch spot, or a
friend to bring to an activity. Most of our activities don’t last more than a couple of hours, so you have
little to lose, and the club has much to gain. Please don’t leave it to the same people to lead the way
every year. It gets old for them. Those were a very good choice of words. Thank you Andy.
Car Show Chair, Ron Berglund, will be holding meetings for the upcoming May 2021 Show. Please step
up and volunteer to help. It makes it very difficult for event planning not knowing if help will be
available. Please don’t wait to the last days before show to make your commitment. Club members
are well aware that sponsorships and raffle prizes that will be needed for 2021 Show. Car show flyers
will be available in a timely manner for you to use when gathering items for show.
Currently, I have been working for a location to hold Club meetings. Meetings may possibly need to
be held on a Saturday [Lunch]. We may need to make some temporary choices until things change
and places open up. I still feel that it is “Essential” for us to function as POCC. Changing meeting days,
times, and locations would only last until new options open. I will keep everyone updated.
Thanks
Dennis Simonson
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2021
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster

Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900
Mark Lanier
559-250-8572
Willa Berglund 559-907-0999
Dave Valla
559- 246-3684
John Berglund 559-790-9271
Ron Berglund
559-259-2079
Brian Massey
559-645-8018

dsimonso@comcast.net
markoL1888@hotmail.com
wharkey@me.com
dvalla55yahoo.com
johnberglund421@gmail.com
pontiac335@gmail.com
bjmassey2@gmail.com

POCI Officers 2021

President

Larry Crider

vp/Wstn regional
Director
Ron Berglund
Secretary
Peggy Mullinax Cox

918-798-2765

pontiacfun@gmail.com

559-259-2079
205-602-6463

pontiac335@gmail.com
peggymullinax@yahoo.com

Pontiacs of Central California Mission
Statement:

OUR MISSION, FUN!!!
We are made up of a group of people with various
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we LOVE
Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, polish 'em,
restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) and have a lot of
fun doing it. Be it an old '52 Chieftain straight-eight, a
new WS6 Trans Am, or anything in between.
We are individuals, couples, and families that like to get
together for a variety of activities. We host an annual
judged car show and participate as a club in other local
and regional car shows. We have informal BBQ Show
and Shines and get together for Brunch and Dinner
Cruises. We also attend the local Cruise Nights as a
group. The cars in the club range from Concours cars,
daily drivers, drag racers and cars undergoing
restoration. Our goal is to have FUN while enjoying our
Pontiacs.

If this sounds like something you would enjoy,
JOIN US!!!

General Membership meetings are held on
the 2nd Monday of the month, at Denny’s
- Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested
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visitors are welcome.

POCC Past Presidents
Andy Hoff
Joel Garrett
Frank Mascola
Bill Richards
Dennis Simonson
Dean Davison
Ron Berglund
Bill Richards
Keith Watts
Jack Fusari
Dave Valla
Carl Smith
Joel Garrett
Greg Griggs
Bill Richards
Andy Hoff
Ron Berglund
Joel Garrett
Dan Seibert
Michael Yoshihara
Glen McGhie
Joel Garrett
Ron Berglund
Jeff Boyle

2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2004-2005
2003
2001-2002
2000
1999
1998
1996-1997
1995
1993-1994
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Recruit a New Member!!!

Diana Hoff
7664 N Fancher
Clovis CA 93611
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Keeping the Pontiac Legacy Alive...
Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland information as was
possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Since then, POCI chapters have
formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have been held every year in a variety of locations. The events include
a car show, tech seminars, presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to
their close relation to Pontiac.
The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, award-winning monthly that
continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Signals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013.
Today, it is a 92- to 100-page, full-color publication printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form.
We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start receiving Smoke
Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions that go all the way back to 2006.
We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oakland’s and GMCs of any age or type to join us. Just use
the membership form provided and get in on the action.
Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or late-model Trans Am,
Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car.
We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! (Taken from) www.poci.org
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CLUB APPAREL
PONTIACS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

It’s never too early to look forward to our car show!

I have several club shirts and other items currently
available
T-shirts-most sizes some with pockets...1 women’s
V-neck L $15
Crew neck Sweat shirts- 2 XL 1 L $25
Hoody sweat Shirt 1 L $40
Polo shirt-1 XL $20
2016 Car Show T-shirts mostly L XL $5(new/ old
stock-just found a box in the back of my storage
locker)
Let me know what you need and I will confirm if it’s
available.
Thanks
Bill Richards
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
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ATTENTION ALL POCI CHAPTERS
We are in the process of preparing for the 2021 POCI
Board of Directors Election. We would like to find out
if anyone in your chapter would be interested in
running for a position on the Board. They are fouryear terms. Most business is handled via email.
However, you are expected to attend a daylong
meeting each year at the convention. If you are
interested please contact:
Gale Menger, Committee Chair
Email: gmenger@frontier.com
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Ames Performance
Founder Steve Ames
Passes Away
Ames Performance Founder Steve Ames Passes Away.
Published on aftermarketNews on December 28, 2020 11:55 AM By
aftermarketNews Staff.
Steve Ames, founder of Ames Performance, passed away Dec. 20. Kevin Beal, coowner of Ames Performance Engineering, posted on the company’s facebook
page, “It is with a heavy heart that I must tell you that our founder, my mentor
and great friend Steve Ames passed away last night. I reflect back on the great
memories we’ve had over thirty plus years and am very fortunate to have been so
close, Steve was family to me . He was the person that walked into the room and
lit it up with his larger than life personality and his great sense of humor. He was
extremely intelligent and one of the hardest workers I’ve ever known. He’s done
more for the Pontiac community and classic car industry than any one person
Twice nominated to the Pontiac Preservation Association Hall of Fame, Ames was
known to have one of the most unique and rare automotive collections in the
world. According to the association, almost all his vehicles are un-restored and
have under 10,000 original miles, an incredible rarity. With these cars, Steve
founded the Ames Automotive foundation as a 501c3 non-profit organization,
which aims to help future generations to recognize and appreciate how well
these vehicles were made and how important the American assembly line
concept has been in solidifying the USA as the world leader of industry. Many of
the cars in the collection are ultra-rare Pontiacs. Plans are being made for a
celebration of his life this summer.
910
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HEMMINGS FEATURE

With his Pontiac restoration parts business, Steve
Ames led the charge in creating a booming new
industry for the old-car hobby
Personality Profile
By Mark J. McCourt from July 2012 issue of Hemmings Classic Car

Steve Ames: ''For the first six years, we didn't know we had a business. For the next six years, we didn't know
we were part of an expanding industry. What a great ride we've had with our business and this industry!''
[Editor's Note: We received word that Steve Ames died on Sunday, December 20. Mark's profile on him from
2012 well encapsulated Steve's life.]
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The collector-car scene is more vibrant today than it's ever been. Whether your favorite automotive era
is the 1930s, the 1950s or the 1970s, you'll find clubs that support your ownership experience and parts
suppliers that can keep your car as stock or as custom as you prefer. The opportunity to select an array
of restoration parts out of a catalog is a relatively recent development; one of the pioneers of today's
reproduction parts boom is Steve Ames, who, through his business, continues to keep Pontiacs on the
road and, through his collection, shares his passion for low-mileage original and rare cars.

Steve founded the Pontiac specialty firm Ames Performance Engineering and its sibling companies,
Ames Automotive Enterprises and Ames Performance Classics in 1976. This entrepreneur got into the
restoration parts market on the ground floor, and although he no longer owns the retail side of the
company, he continues to develop new products and sell parts wholesale, and to engage with enthusiasts
at swap meets and events like the annual Ames Performance Pontiac Tri-Power Nationals show in
Norwalk, Ohio, every August.
This consummate car guy began working at a local garage, on nights and weekends in the summer, at
age 13, and went on to study mechanical engineering at Columbia University. From 1961 through 1975,
he drag raced, but this didn't pay the bills. His boundless energy, willingness to travel and foresight
would create a business that he didn't anticipate. "I went to an automotive flea market in the spring of
1976, and guys were selling stuff that I was throwing away," Steve explains. "That started the whole
thing for me.
12
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Steve's fuel-injected 1957 Chevrolet wagon drag car exhibited his engineering training; early attempts
to sell NOS Chevy parts prompted a change to Pontiac.
"I raced Chevrolets, and I knew Chevrolets, so that year, I started selling New-Old-Stock Chevy parts at
flea markets and shows that I'd bought from dealerships. There were a billion Chevrolet vendors at that
time. Chevy guys would walk up and say, 'The guy down the row's got those parts, but he's selling them
for $8, while you want $10.' I'd brought along three NOS Pontiac pieces to my first Carlisle show in
1976, and they were snapped up. I realized I had to change. That year, I bought every book I could, and
changed my mindset from Chevrolet to Pontiac," he says. "I learned enough to enter the 1977 market to
serve the Pontiac industry."
The vintage auto parts world was primarily NOS at that time, and building inventory meant spending
serious time on the road. "I would go for three to four days in a week, and could usually fill up my truck
with New-Old-Stock parts. I went as far west as the Mississippi River, down to the Gulf, and back, one
shot each way. I had a 114-gallon propane tank in the bed, and could drive 1,000 miles on propane and
200 miles on gas. I'd take plenty of sandwiches and drive straight to Chicago or Chattanooga--when a
dealership opened its doors the next morning, I'd be waiting," Steve remembers. "The trick was to visit
a dealership and sweet-talk the secretary into giving me a Pontiac dealer zone list. I'd first learn if they
had any parts they'd sell, then I'd take that list and make a route map in the parking lot. I'd drive around
until my truck was full, then come home to southern New Hampshire and fill the barns. If there was still
half a loop left, I'd go back to that region. Every cent we had went into those parts, while I ate cold
sandwiches and slept on the front seat of the truck."

A long-bed Ford pickup modified with a 114-gallon propane tank took Steve to countless Pontiac
dealers east of the Mississippi; this rig hauled parts to sell at shows.
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In the late 1970s, NOS parts hunters like Steve took advantage of General Motors' first attempts to
organize its dealerships' parts inventories. Those inventories sometimes contained parts dating back to
the 1940s that had never sold. "I was running into dealers with very large NOS parts piles, because
they'd culled out everything that was off the books. Particularly the guys who stored stuff upstairs-they'd put a part down and five weeks later, it was buried, and then that stuff was also soon buried. They
had no clue what was up there. I would spend hours going through the stuff they didn't know what to do
with. I picked the good pieces because I had to make money at the next flea market in order to hit the
road again."

Steve and his team have engineered hundreds of correct reproduction parts to ensure that restorations
are authentic.
14
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Steve quickly learned that dealers were particular in what they'd sell. The "hard" parts he initially
sought--mechanical items like tie rods, steering gears, rearends, ring and pinions, front suspension
pieces--were still valued. Less prized was bright trim--the chrome, stainless, potmetal and emblems.
"They sold that stuff easily, because the guys who kept their old cars running on the cheap still needed
the hard parts, but they couldn't care less if their taillamp bezel was shiny."

The Ames collection includes rare, important restored muscle cars as well as low-mileage, documented originals

.Steve's business evolved through 1983, as Steve continued the cycle of dealership hunts and flea market
sales, exhibiting at 32 to 34 shows a year. It was at this time that he expanded into the reproduction parts
business, and with the help of wife Joan, started the Ames parts catalog for mail-order sales. This
incorporated humor and honesty: "Some of our item comments have included 'Excellent quality,' 'Color
slightly off' and even 'Use only if necessary,'" he recalls. "That told people they could trust what we
said."
"The prior year, I'd come back with four NOS arrowheads emblems for the 1966-'67 GTO, which was
getting hot; at a show, people asked me for 10. Right away, I realized that I had to start making some of
this stuff. Being on the road for six years, I knew what people were asking for." So Steve commissioned
factory-quality reproduction pieces, and for the first two years, struggled with communication and
quality issues; with luck and perseverance, he connected with proficient machinists and manufacturers
here in the U.S. and overseas, primarily with a quality manufacturing firm in Taiwan ("I could send any
part of a car over there, and my contact turned out to be the most honest, ingenious and fair individual").
By 1985, Ames Performance Engineering stopped selling NOS parts to focus on reproduction parts for
the GTO/Le Mans/Tempest line, and in coming years, Firebird, Grand Prix, full-size Pontiac and some
Chevrolets.
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Now a veteran at engineering and prototyping vintage parts for reproduction, Ames Automotive
Enterprises (the parts engineering/wholesale side of the business) has commissioned and sells more than
400 individual parts, including chromed potmetal trim, stainless steel, plastic parts, rubber parts,
reproduction sheetmetal and end-tested mechanical assemblies like hideaway headlamp actuators.
Steve discusses the involved process of how parts are selected for remanufacture and how they're made,
using as an example one of the most complex and expensive-to-create components he offers: a highpressure injection-molded plastic 1969-'72 A-body fan shroud: "This piece is highly visible in your
engine compartment, and it's the same basic piece that was used for four years, and with three- and fourcore radiators. For years, the only shrouds available were fiberglass; they were functional, but required
hours of grinding and smooth-up to complement engine compartments, and also lacked much original
detail. We designed ours to be identical to the factory's, and as molded, it has all of the parts to cover all
those years and variants. It starts out as for a 1969 three-core radiator; to make it fit a four-core radiator,
we use various routers and homemade jigs to make different cuts and notches that make it correct for all
four years.
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Annual Ames Performance Pontiac Tri-Power Nationals show in Norwalk, Ohio, is a must-attend for
Pontiac enthusiasts.
"The size and complication meant its tooling cost was $42,000," Steve continues. "You have to sell a ton
of these to cover $42,000, and if it was a one- or two-year piece, we couldn't do it. We've recently placed
our second order, and after four years of sales, we're starting to cover our expenses. Some products will
pay for themselves in their first year, but it's usually two or three. If you made a mistake and it isn't
accepted by the industry, or it came out poorly, you can get a black eye. We had a rear valance for a
1970 GTO that we could never get right--it always had a ripple. We never put it on the market. We lost a
big chunk of change on that, because we lost the tooling and the stamping, trying to make prototypes.
That doesn't happen often--it comes down to good judgment and business acumen." Steve's careful work
and quality products have been recognized with numerous "Best New Product" accolades--as well as the
2007 "Person Of The Year" award--from the restoration industry's Automotive Restoration Market
Organization (ARMO).
Focusing his parts business on Pontiac was smart--"It was an underserved market, and I learned as much
being on the road as I would have in business school"--and Steve doesn't see Pontiac's demise as bad for
business. "Most Pontiac enthusiasts do not relate their '58 Bonneville or '65 Catalina 2+2 to the new
Pontiacs on the road. That was proven in 2004 when Oldsmobile died; Mike Fusick is the number-one
Olds parts guy in the country, and he and I discussed that, wondering what would happen--his business
didn't falter one iota."
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Good judgment has also helped Steve in his quest to collect incredible specimens of ultra-rare and
significant low-mileage cars. He started with a 1967 Shelby Mustang: "I first looked for muscle cars with
low production numbers, and because most of them were beat, they needed restoration. Then, in the mid1990s, I found a 1966 GTO with 4,200 original miles; looking underneath, I saw that the factory's blue
chalk dusting on the body mounts was still present, something that washes off in no time when you're
driving in the rain. That car was great, and it turned the tide for me.
"I realized that low-mileage (under 10,000 miles), untouched original cars are the ones to collect-especially if they have provenance," he explains. "We have about 24 restored cars that are great. But we
also want to preserve cars that exhibit original workmanship and history provided by our forefathers; I
want to see how my great-uncle put these things together. They have a lot of history that most of the
personalized, modified or restored cars have lost." The Ames collection of more than 50 low-mileage cars
includes gems like a 2,800-mile 1956 Studebaker Sky Hawk; a 6,000-mile 1963 Chevrolet Impala; a
2,423-mile 1970 Mustang Boss 302; and a 1,200-mile 1973 Trans Am Super Duty. Among the restored
cars are a one-of-five 1969 GTO Judge Ram Air IV convertible and a four-speed 1966 Hertz-Shelby G.T.
350. Steve is working with trust attorneys to ensure these cars can be studied and appreciated by future
generations.
When we ask him to sum up his experience, Steve smiles and refers us to his favorite quote from the
"Where Did Ames Automotive Come From?" page in his catalog: "Ames evolved from nothing to its
current position as a leader in the Pontiac hobby. For the first six years, we didn't know we had a
business. For the next six years, we didn't know we were part of an expanding industry. What a great ride
we've had with our business and this industry!"
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Sunday on December 6, hot rod enthusiasts gathered and cruised down Pollasky street in Old Town
Clovis.
Between 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., about 600 shiny hot rods revved their engines while cruising up and down the
streets for the second annual Old Town Clovis Cruise and Toy Drive. The Hot Rod Coalition partnered with
Granville Homes and AMORelief, a non-profit organization.
While practicing safe social distancing, people dropped off unwrapped toys, drive-through style, at the
Hot Rod Coalition tent. The event turned out to be one of Hot Rod Coalition’s most successful events.
“It was very overwhelming with the hot-rodder’s. They handed me cash, checks, tons of gifts and
bicycles,” says Anthony Granata, of Hot Rod Coalition.
Granata said the 20-foot enclosed trailer they used for the event was filled, about 1,000 gifts were
donated. The toys collected will be distributed by AMORelief for children in need just in time for
Christmas.
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The Hot Coalition had great success with their Old Town Clovis drive up toy drive. In just a few short hours the toy hauler
was filled to the brim with donated toys. Members of POCC in attendance contributed to the worthy cause.
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.

Contact Dave Valla POCC Treasurer
559- 246-3684 dvalla55yahoo.com

Dues can be paid at the Feb. meeting
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January
11th
16th
23rd
27th

Need Activity Info?

General POCC Meeting Canceled
Car Show Committee Meeting at
Yosemite Falls Restaurant
Pontiac Cruise - hosted by the
Garrett’s
Ladies Luncheon Canceled

Contact:

Activities Directors

February
6th

14th
24th

General POCC Meeting – 11:00AM
Huckleberry’s restaurant located
on 2100 Clovis Ave 93612 respond
back to Dennis Simonson by
February 1st so appropriate
accommodations can be
made. Also indicate how many
people will be in your party. 559906-8900 dsimonso@comcast.net

May

Daytona Party – hosted by the King’s
Ladies Luncheon – To be announced

June

13th
31st

General POCC Meeting – To be
announced
Berglund activity – To be announced
Ladies Luncheon – to be announced

10th
28th

1st

POCC Car Show, Location
to be determined

26th

Ladies Luncheon – To be
announced

30th

General POCC Meeting – To be
announced
Glenn Rudolph POCC Party
Ladies Luncheon – To be announced

General POCC Meeting –
To be announced
Ladies Luncheon – To be
announced

July
3rd

April
3rd

pontiac335@gmail.com

5th

March
6th

559-259-2079

11 – 16th
?

General POCC Meeting –
To be announced
OCI Convention Connecticut
Christmas in July –
Hosted by the Yost’s
Find us
on
Facebook
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
General Membership Meeting:
The next Pontiacs of Central California Club meeting
will be February 6th at 11:00 AM. Meeting location is
at Huckleberry’s restaurant located on 2100 Clovis
Ave, Clovis, CA 93612.
Please respond back to Dennis Simonson by February
1st so appropriate accommodations can be made. Also
indicate how many people will be in your party.
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