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President’s message 
 POCC President’s Message for August, 2020 

The sounds and smells of starting up that classic Pontiac, the thumbs up from other drivers who could only dream 

about being us, the excitement, the blasts down a country road the…….. Oh, sorry, just daydreaming a bit.  It is still 

good to get our cars out for an ice cream Sunday or just a run to the store early in the morning or just after dark.  I 

really miss our meetings and club events, car shows, swap meets, and just sitting around and gabbing about our 

travels, family, and the news of the day.  I so look forward to when we can get back to our ‘car lives’ and enjoy friends 

and the car hobby.   

There may be a few pop-up happenings as time goes by.  Always small like Saturday morning donuts or meeting a few 

members and cruising the countryside.  Just no full club meetings or gatherings or shows yet.  Hopefully later in the 

fall….hopefully.   Till then, we can all do our best to maintain our health and keep in touch.  If you need a hand with 

something, please reach out and I’m sure another member will be happy to help.  Check out the draft recruitment 

card copy in this newsletter.  Let me know about the layout, photos and text.  It’s all open to change.  Thanks. 

Our Pontiac saga continues with the 1967 GTO coming home in 1991 for the first time since 1969.  We were living in a 

house with a two car garage just north of Fresno State.  Once the derelict GTO was in there, nothing else really 

occupied the garage for the next eight years.  I couldn’t count the number of times I just looked out the kitchen door, 

just to see if it was really there.  I couldn’t actually sit in it without using a milk crate since it had no front seats.  It 

really didn’t have much more than a body, suspension and some interior bits and pieces.  But, it was ours and it was 

home.  I spent the next three years gathering information, securing some parts, and wondering where to begin.  After 

spending time reading up on the process to restore a muscle car, I bought three sizes of zip lock bags, grabbed a 

marker pen and started to take it apart.  No wonder we couldn’t get another car in the garage!   I visited local junk 

yards and swap meets looking for parts and information.  It was a blessing from Heaven to have attended the Cherry 

Avenue Swap meet that year and had the good fortune to meet Gary Kizer (a founding member of our club), who was 

sitting next to a beautiful 1964 GTO he had for sale.  The quality of the paint job on the car was amazing….so many 

long flat panels that were flawless and finished in a stunning shade light metallic blue.  He was patient and seemed to 

understand where I was at with our car.  Before we parted that morning, he gave me his number at his shop, Royal 

Auto Body, and invited me to attend the next meeting of this new club where I could meet other Pontiac/GTO guys.  

So, not long after, I attended my first meeting of the Pontiacs of Central California at Fat Jacks on Blackstone.   Most 

of the guys there were kind of shady and just out of jail………well, perhaps overly enthusiastic and into a bit of new 

guy hazing, but it worked out okay.   I joined the club that day and began attending club events.  I did so for the next 

five years, without a Pontiac, but did serve in a couple of club positions including newsletter editor and the member 

most likely to attend club events without a car.  Gary took on the job of straightening out the GTO and painting it and 

did a terrific job.  He agreed to do the job at a lower rate as long as I didn’t get too impatient and agreed to display a 

plaque on the car at club events and shows advertising Royal Auto Body.  I still have that plaque.  It was a tragedy for 

us all when he passed away just three years later.   Next time, getting the GTO on the road and driving a new 

generation of Pontiacs.    Stay safe and stay well. 

Enjoy the drive. 

Andy Hoff 
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               POCC Officers 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN!!! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we LOVE 
Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, polish 'em, 
restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) and have a lot of 
fun doing it. Be it an old '52 Chieftain straight-eight, a 
new WS6 Trans Am, or anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to get 
together for a variety of activities. We host an annual 
judged car show and participate as a club in other local 
and regional car shows. We have informal BBQ Show and 
Shines and get together for Brunch and Dinner Cruises. 
We also attend the local Cruise Nights as a group. The 
cars in the club range from Concours cars, daily drivers, 
drag racers and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is 
to have FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy, 
JOIN US!!! 

General Membership meetings are held on 
the 2nd Monday of the month, at Denny’s - 
Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested 
visitors are welcome. 
 

POCC Past Presidents 
Joel Garrett                              2019 
Frank Mascola                         2018 
Bill Richards                             2017 
Dennis Simonson                    2016 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2020 

President              Andy Hoff               559-304-8836          andiana766@gmail.com                  
Vice President   Mark Lanier          559-250-8572           markoL1888@hotmail.com                  
Secretary    Willa Berglund 559-907-0999 wharkey@me.com 
Treasurer    Diana Hoff              559- 304-8836  dkahoff@gmail.com                   
Newsletter    John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities    Bill Richards    559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net                  
Webmaster    Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

POCI Officers 2020   
President     Larry Crider         918-798-2765       pontiacfun@gmail.com 

vp/Wstn regional      

Director                   Ron Berglund         559-259-2079       pontiac335@gmail.com 

Secretary   Peggy Mullinax Cox    205-602-6463       peggymullinax@yahoo.com 
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                               Join POCc 
Recruit a New Member!!! 

Diana Hoff 

7664 N Fancher 

Clovis CA 93611 
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Keeping the Pontiac Legacy Alive... 
Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland information as was 
possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Since then, POCI chapters have 
formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have been held every year in a variety of locations.  The events include 
a car show, tech seminars, presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to 
their close relation to Pontiac. 

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, award-winning monthly that 
continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Signals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. 
Today, it is a 92- to 100-page, full-color publication printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form. 

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start receiving Smoke 
Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions that go all the way back to 2006. 

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oakland’s and GMCs of any age or type to join us. Just use 
the membership form provided and get in on the action. 

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or late-model Trans Am, 
Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car. 

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! (Taken from) www.poci.org  

5 

                                             Poci                               
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  CLUB APPAREL 
It’s never too early to look forward to our car show! 

 I have several club shirts and other items currently 
available 

 T-shirts-most sizes some with pockets...1 women’s 
V-neck L $15 

 Crew neck Sweat shirts- 2    XL   1 L $25 

 Hoody sweat Shirt 1 L $40 

 Polo shirt-1 XL $20 

 2016 Car Show T-shirts mostly L XL $5(new/ old 
stock-just found a box in the back of my storage 
locker) 

 Let me know what you need and I will confirm if it’s 
available. 

 Thanks 
Bill Richards 
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 
 

PONTIACS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
 

file:///F:/Documents/2011-Present%20POCC/NEWS%20LETTERS/2020%20Newsletters/bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
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      Recruitment card Draft 
The Club is working on a Recruitment card to be handed out to anyone 

interested in joining. It details what we do as group, where we meet etc.  
The card is still in the draft stage so it is subject to change.  

Please send any change considerations to Andy Hoff. 
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Friday Nite Hot Rod Gatherings 

Clovis missionary Baptist church has been hosting a Friday night car gathering 
throughout the month of July. The church is located on Fowler between 
Nees and Alluvial.  They offer a socially distanced hamburger or hotdog 

barbecue with drinks and dessert, the cost is a donation of your choice.  It has 
been a great safe way to enjoy getting out of the house and a good reason to 
drive your car.  The gatherings are planned to continue throughout summer 

and into the fall, so if you need something to do this is it. 

                        ACTIVITIES 

9 
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The Evening Shade is nice and the grass is 
cool at sunset. Cars usually start rolling in 

about 4 to 5 o'clock.  Pastor Russell addresses 
the crowd about 6 o'clock for a few minutes 

and ends with a prayer. 

There have been quite a few new (old) car 
sightings as well; each week seems to include 

something different to see. 
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One of the Friday gatherings was celebrating the National Collector Car 
Appreciation Day. The day was first recognized on July 9, 2010  
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All Car guys know 
the importance of 
good air filtration.  

Be it an updraft or 
a down draft or 

better yet straight 
through RAM AIR. 

So get busy with 
your own design 

and stay safe 
through this crisis. 
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Andy 



             Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                      august 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

16 
 

 

  

   
   

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16 

Need Activity Info?  

Contact:                    

 
 

August 
 10   Regular Meeting Cancelled 

22   Early Cruise to Breakfast 
(Ranchos   Café) Cancelled 

  26   Ladies Luncheon Cancelled 
Sept 

11 Clovis Farmers Market 
Cancelled 

 14  Regular Meeting Tentative 
19 Show-n-Shine Lunch ( Red 
Triangle)Tentative 

 30  Ladies Lunch Cancelled 
Oct 

10  Valley Nationals (no info 
available—assume cancelled) 
10  Shotguns, Cars and Cards -- 
Fisher’s Tentative 
17  Sierra Sky Park Fly in/ Car 
Show  Cancelled 

 12  Regular Meeting Tentative 
 28  Ladies Lunch Tentative 
Nov 

07 Toys for Tots Car Show 
Tentative 

   09  Regular Meeting Tentative 
 18  Ladies Lunch Tentative 
Dec 

12  Christmas Party Tentative  
(new location needed) 

 

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 
559-375-3942         

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

Activities for August have been 
cancelled.  We may be able to 
schedule pop up activities but they 
will be on short notice.  I understand 
that the Friday Evening event at 
the at Clovis Missionary Baptist 
Church will resume after the week 
off last week.  This is available for 
interested members but it will not be 
established as a club event. 

Hope everybody is well and we can 
get through this before the end of 
the year. Bill Richards 

 

Find us 
on 

Facebook 

UPCOMING activities 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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