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President’s message 
 POCC President’s Message for March, 2020 

Well, winter seems to be gone.  While I’m sure it will visit from time to time over the next couple of 

months, we find ourselves blessed with weather that invites us to drive our cars.  The blossoms are out 

in full, the foothills are greening up and the poppies are starting to show up.  If this isn’t classic Pontiac 

weather, I don’t know what is. 

March is shaping up to be a busy month for our club and the car stuff in general.  With Coffee and Cars 

on March 7, the visit to Glenn Rudolph’s Shop and Museum on the 14th, the Selma Swap Auto Swap on 

the 21st, Ladies Lunch on the 25th,  and don’t forget our club meeting on the 9th.  April will be busier still! 

Ron and the car show team is working hard to make sure our show on May 2 is the best one yet.  Still 

need sponsors plus your best efforts to talk to and recruit Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, Cadillac and GMC 

owners to attend (including you).  Keep a few show fliers with you and pass them out.  Don’t forget to 

invite the Pontiac owners to visit our club. 

Last month I shared a bit of the beginning of my journey with Pontiacs.  My Mom and Dad, Earl and 

Elaine, had purchased a new 1955 Pontiac Chieftain 860 4-door station wagon and I recall many trips to 

national parks, little league games, and trips to family gatherings in the backseat of that car. Just writing 

that line prompted me to recall that our family gatherings were surrounded by cars in the street, many 

of them Pontiacs sold to family members by my uncle.   In the fall of 1960, my folks decided to move on 

from the wagon to a four-door sedan.  I remember my uncle Richard (the Pontiac salesman), taking us 

up to a warehouse in Sacramento to look at couple of floors of remaining 1960 Pontiacs.  I distinctly 

recall the tri-tone interiors and the love ‘em or hate ‘em flat roofs of the many 4-doors we looked at.  

My folks really didn’t care for them.  So, sometime later (not long), we drove downtown to Tokay 

Motors in Lodi on the weekend when they were introducing the 1961 models.  Do you remember the 

searchlights that dealers used to attract people to see the new models?  There, sitting in the driveway of 

the dealership, sat a brand new 4-door, light green Pontiac Star Chief.  I remember sitting in the back 

seat with my brother, and enjoying the modern look of that wide-track ride as we took a test drive.  My 

folks ended up buying that car, although they had to wait a few days to pick it up as the dealership 

owner wanted to use it for new car introduction week.  One of the best things about buying that new 

car purchase was the four tickets to the 1961 GM Autorama in San Francisco that came with it.  Now, 

my dad was not a car guy, but he surprised us by following through and taking us all to the Autorama in 

‘the city.’  While I wish I remembered more about it, I do recall seeing several Pontiac concept cars and 

picking up a couple of promo models.  Which, my brother and I probably destroyed.  Next month, the 

story of my very first wide-track Pontiac. 

Remember, enjoy the drive. 

Andy Hoff 
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                            Minutes 
 POCC Minutes of 

February 10, 2020 Monthly Meeting 

Call to Order and Introduction to Visitors 
Meeting called to order by President Andy Hoff at 7:00 p.m. 

Visitors and Guests:  Jess Walker was visiting for the first time. 
                                 He has a 1954 and a 1955 Pontiac 

Approval of Minutes for January 2020 Meeting 
 Minutes were approved as written  

Treasurer’s Report 
Diana Hoff gave the Treasurer report.  Treasurer’s report was accepted as given 

Newsletter Report 
 John Berglund asked for anyone else that he hasn’t done a story on his or her car to 

submit a write up for the Newsletter. 
 Andy Hoff bought up an idea to submit, “How I got started in Pontiacs” story to go in the 

newsletter. 

Webmaster Report 
 Brian Massey reported that he has not put up the car show entry on the website yet, but 

would do so this week. 
 He will send a list of the pass car show entries to Ron Berglund. 
 Sometime in the near future when Brian is available, a meeting for a new Webmaster will 

be discussed, since he is moving. 
 
POCI Report 
 Ron Berglund updated us on the POCI Convention, which will be held in Oklahoma this 

year.  It will be held in Connecticut next year. 
 Ron is sending out all of the newsletters from all of the chapters for all the Chapters to 

read, this gives them ideas for their chapters. 
 Ron reminded everyone that POCI gives out scholarships and to submit anyone that may 

qualify. 
 Ron mentioned that POCI gave Dave Valla a 20 Year Pin, Dennis Simonson got a 25 Year 

Pin, and Keith Honeycutt and Ron Berglund got a 30 Year Pin. 
 
Car Show Report 
 Central Valley Classic  
 Ron Berglund reported that things are going smoothly and everything is ahead of 

schedule for the car show May 1st and 2nd.  There was a discussion with each chair as to 
what has been done and what needs to still happen. Laurie Sandelin offered to advertise 
the car show in the Fresno Bee under “Save the Date Section”. 

 
Toys for Tots Identify Chairs – Mark Lanier, Bill Richards and Dave Valla will be the 
Chairs.             3 
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                            Minutes 
 

 

Old Business 
 Revision to By-Laws:  Section II.  Members and Dues 
 Lifetime membership revision proposal was written up by Bill Richards and was passed 

out to the members at the meeting.  
 The by-law revision will be in the next edition of the POCC newsletter and will be e-

mailed to each member.  This will be voted on at the March Meeting.  To vote you will 
have to have your dues current. 

 
New Business 
 Where to store club items after Brian moves was tabled. 
 
Membership Development 
 Andy Hoff reported that he and Mark Lanier have discussed the process to be formalized 

i.e. social media, Facebook, etc. 
 
Activities 
 Bill Richards reported on various activities to come over the next few months.   
 The next big activity will be at Judy and Joel Garrett’s home for Bunco.  See the activities 

listed in the Newsletter for all the upcoming activities. 
 It was decided to go ahead with the mystery Cruise April 4th.  Ron and Willa Berglund 

will send out an email when it gets closer to the time for the cruise. 
 Larry King will check on a date in the fall to do the cruise to Strathmore. 
 
Ladies Luncheon 
 Cheryl Richards reported that we are going to Famous Dave’s on the 26th, at 11:30. 
 
Health and Welfare 
 Dennis Baker’s dad passed away – POCC extend their heartfelt condolences 
 Elaine Fisher reported that Mark Tordini is having back problems. 
 Anniversary – Tom and Paula Yost …62 years! Congratulations!! 
 Birthdays – Mary Walter, Dave Valla 
 New Granddaughter – Judy and Joel Garrett – Welcome Emerson!! 
 
Attendance Drawing 
 Four prizes were given out:  the lucky winners were Janet and Brian Massey, Wyatt 

Berglund, Ron and Jann Coppola and Mike and Jeanne King 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 Next meeting will be March 9th, 2020 
 
Submitted by  

 Willa Berglund, Secretary 

4 
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               POCC Officers 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN!!! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we LOVE 
Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, polish 'em, 
restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) and have a lot of 
fun doing it. Be it an old '52 Chieftain straight-eight, a 
new WS6 Trans Am, or anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to get 
together for a variety of activities. We host an annual 
judged car show and participate as a club in other local 
and regional car shows. We have informal BBQ Show and 
Shines and get together for Brunch and Dinner Cruises. 
We also attend the local Cruise Nights as a group. The 
cars in the club range from Concours cars, daily drivers, 
drag racers and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is 
to have FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy, 
JOIN US!!! 

General Membership meetings are held on 
the 2nd Monday of the month, at Denny’s - 
Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested 
visitors are welcome. 
 

POCC Past Presidents 
Joel Garrett                              2019 
Frank Mascola                         2018 
Bill Richards                             2017 
Dennis Simonson                    2016 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2020 

President              Andy Hoff               559-304-8836          andiana766@gmail.com                  
Vice President   Mark Lanier          559-250-8572           markoL1888@hotmail.com                  
Secretary    Willa Berglund 559-907-0999 wharkey@me.com 
Treasurer    Diana Hoff              559- 304-8836 andiana766@gmail.com                   
Newsletter    John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities    Bill Richards    559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net                  
Webmaster    Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

POCI Officers 2020   
President     Larry Crider         918-798-2765       pontiacfun@gmail.com 

vp/Wstn regional      

Director                   Ron Berglund         559-259-2079       pontiac335@gmail.com 

Secretary   Peggy Mullinax Cox    205-602-6463       peggymullinax@yahoo.com 
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                                 POCc 
2020 Dues are Due! Recruit a New Member!!! 

Diana Hoff 

7664 N Fancher 

Clovis CA 93611 
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Keeping the Pontiac Legacy Alive... 
Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland information as was 
possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Since then, POCI chapters have 
formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have been held every year in a variety of locations.  The events include 
a car show, tech seminars, presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to 
their close relation to Pontiac. 

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, award-winning monthly that 
continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Signals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. 
Today, it is a 92- to 100-page, full-color publication printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form. 

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start receiving Smoke 
Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions that go all the way back to 2006. 

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oakland’s and GMCs of any age or type to join us. Just use 
the membership form provided and get in on the action. 

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or late-model Trans Am, 
Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car. 

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! (Taken from) www.poci.org  

7 

                                             poci                               
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  CLUB APPAREL 
It’s never too early to look forward to our car show! 

 I have several club shirts and other items currently 
available 

 T-shirts-most sizes some with pockets...1 women’s 
V-neck L $15 

 Crew neck Sweat shirts- 2    XL   1 L $25 

 Hoody sweat Shirt 1 L $40 

 Polo shirt-1 XL $20 

 2016 Car Show T-shirts mostly L XL $5(new/ old 
stock-just found a box in the back of my storage 
locker) 

 Let me know what you need and I will confirm if it’s 
available. 

 Thanks 
Bill Richards 
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 
 

PONTIACS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
 

9 
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9 

The POCC ladies gathered at Famous Dave’s BBQ for the 

February Luncheon.   The ladies welcomed member Connie 

Frizell to her first monthly Luncheon.  It was also fun to see 

Westin (the adorable great grandson of Janet King). The 

restaurant gave our birthday gal Mary a HUGE dessert 

which she shared with the group.  To make things a little 

more interesting, beginning with this meeting, there was a 

monthly Ladies Luncheon attendance drawing. Diana was 

the lucky winner for the month of February. 

                                     Ladies Luncheon 

11 
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Warriors’ rides 
Our One of a Kind 1968 Firebird by Garry & Connie Frizell 

How we do love this car. In 1968 my wife Connie got a ’68 Firebird for 
graduation from high school. We drove it the first 3 yrs. we were married, and 
then sold it for $200!!! That was a lot of money back then. Over the years we 
missed that car so we decided to look for another one. Our search lasted 
years until we ran across our pistachio green 68 hard top with a black vinyl 
top. We’ve owned her           for about 3 1/2 yrs. For 2 yrs. I 
was convinced I could       do the work necessary to 
rebuild the engine and       drive train but last year I put 
it in the shop for an        overhaul and a power 
train rebuild. 
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The engine is a 350-2bl it was rebuilt 
with an Edelbrock duel plain intake 
and Holley Snyper EFI system, #16 
400 heads, cam, roller rockers, 
stubby headers, electronic MSD 
ignition, and aluminum radiator with 
electric fans. We replaced the 2 
speed hydromantic tranny with a 
700-R4, 3 speed with overdrive. A 
vintage air A/C system was added 
which works great. Our last addition 
was a posi-traction carrier for the 
rear end and disk brakes all the way 
around. This car had been raced so it 
took some suspension fixing to get 
the car set right. The upholstery was 
done by the previous owner. The 
“Cherry on top” was the Cragar alloy 
wheels and BF Goodrich-TA’s a little 
wider than stock for more traction 
and good looks. 

 



             Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                       march 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

15 
 

 

  

 

This Firebird is one of a kind. The Pontiac 
Historical Service shows the car was 
ordered with special paint of an 
unknown color. The data plate also 
shows a paint delete with a #2 which 
referenced a black top. The previous 
owner took the car apart for a repaint 
and discovered the original body color 
over sprayed throughout the inside 
panels. The color was matched and 
reapplied, In this case an unusual shade 
of pistachio green which is not a GM 
color. The car gets a lot of “thumbs up” 
around town; they can see us coming for 
sure! The rest of the options were pretty 
basic, no A/C, console with auto trans 
and power brakes. 

What we really love is classic cars and 
the people that hang out with them. We 
recently joined Pontiacs of Central 
California. This car will make that a lot 
more fun. Garry Frizell 
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                        ACTIVITIES 

POCC Guy’s Coffee and Cars 
Saturday, February 1, 2020 

Another beautiful morning, great cars and great friends.  Eight POCC guys got together at BJ”s Kountry 

Kitchen and had a great time sharing stories, Pontiac stuff and general conversation.  The group included 

Dave Valla, Bill Richards, Tom Sandelin, Joel and Scott Garrett, Mike King, Mark Lanier, and Andy Hoff.  

The next Coffee and Cars will be at 8:00 am at BJ’s (Cedar and Herndon) on March 28th.  If you would like 

to attend the next POCC Guy’s Coffee and Cars, just drive over and join us.  If you need a ride, contact 

Andy (andiana766@gmail.com) and he will make it happen. 

 

17 
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Stay Tuned 

for the March 

Cars & Coffee. 

An email is to 

Follow. 

18 
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Leap Year, Bunco & Pontiacs of Central California 
It does not really matter if we hold our Annual Bunco Party in the Summer, Winter, Spring, or Fall or on 
Leap Year Day we always seem to have a great turn out and a GREAT time. This year was no exception. 

 The food was plentiful and I think even tastier than years past. All had fun playing the game and cheating 
was definitely held to a minimum.  There was minimal fist fights as winner's $$$ was awarded 

  

                        ACTIVITIES 



             Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                       march 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

20 
 

 

  

 
As an added attraction we incorporated an informal going away party 
for Janet and Brian Massey who are leaving the great state of 
California for the snow covered pastures of Montana. Unfortunately 
Brian did not make it back in time from one of his "moving" trips to 
enjoy the decorated cake and heart felt goodbye cards but Janet 
gracefully accepted for both of them. The club will certainly miss the 
Masseys and we all wish them luck in their new home in Montana. 
Janet even volunteered to host next year’s Bunco party at their home 
in Montana. 
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Best Wishes 
to Brain & 

Janet on their 
Move to 

Montana! 

The Garrett’s 
would like to 
thank all those 
that attended 
and brought the 
wonderful array 
of tasty dishes.  
See you all in 
Montana next 
year!!! 
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Party Hosts Joel & Judy Garrett Opened their Home to a Fun Night of Bunco! 
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Need Activity Info? 

Contact:    
 

March 
 09 Regular Meeting 
 14 Tour of Glenn Rudolph’s Shop -               
        Museum 
 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

21 Selma Swap Meet      

 25 Ladies Lunch 

April 
 04 Cruise (tentative) 

 11 Tower Car Show 

 13 Regular Meeting 
 18 Kingsburg Car Show? 

 19 Clovis Car Show 
 29 Ladies Lunch 

May 
 02   POCC’S 22nd Annual Show 
 11 Regular Meeting 
 27 Ladies Lunch 

 30 Shotguns Cards & Cars-Fisher’s 

June 
 05 Clovis Farmers Market 
 08 Regular Meeting 
 24 Ladies Lunch 

July    

7-11 POCI Convention, 
Catoosa, OK. 

 

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 
559-375-3942         

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

Input is needed as to what members want to do 
and who is willing to plan and organize 
them.  Andy has volunteered to continue to plan 
the Men’s Coffee and Cars event.  It may or may 
not be monthly but will be announced in plenty of 
time. I would like to plan a cruise in April or May. 
Any Ideas? 

 

Find us 
on 

Facebook 

UPCOMING activities 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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