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President’s message 
 POCC February Newsletter 

We had a great first month, didn’t we?  Casino Night at the Berglund’s was a big success!  It took tons of time to set 

up and prepare for all of us to show up, eat great food, and have a good time.  Thanks to Willa and Ron for making it 

special and for making all of us feel welcome.  I had a good time, at least at the end.  I was lousy at poker but couldn’t 

lose at black jack, with my last bet being 75,000 dollars, or chips, or points or whatever we were using.  I should go to 

Table Mountain and lose real money.  I have already volunteered to be a dealer at next year’s Casino Night.  I hope 

you will sit at my table! 

February looks even better with the Garrett’s hosting Bunco Night on the 29th.    Add in Ladies Lunch and Guys Coffee 

and Cars and there is something for everyone.  Don’t forget the Monthly Meeting on the 10th.  Dues are still due and 

you can pay at the February meeting and as long as you have the checkbook out, why don’t you register your car(s) 

for our May Show?   And, don’t hesitate to talk up our club to new people.  We have a great time and others should 

have the opportunity to share it with us.  They don’t know what they are missing. 

Since joining Facebook in January (why did I do that?), I also joined a national Pontiac group.  It’s a constant parade of 

posts by people with Pontiacs.  Just proud of their cars, asking questions, offering information, and sharing their 

passion…..remarkably without all the crazy trolling and BS that ruins most sites.  I was pleasantly surprised and 

excited to see what other enthusiasts have and learn new stuff.  There is plenty more online to explore and keep that 

Pontiac Passion going.   

Our May Show is coming up fast.  Ron Berglund is doing a great job moving us all forward and keeping us on task to 

the point that we just may be ahead of the calendar.  We really need help recruiting entries (and yours of course), 

raffle prizes, help with securing sponsors, and help in general.  The more we have sharing the load, the lighter it is for 

all of us.   

We all came to own Pontiacs because of one thing or another.  My Uncle Richard was a salesman for Tokay Motors in 

Lodi, California, a stand-alone Pontiac dealership.  My folks sold a 1951 Chevrolet Tin Woody and bought a brand new 

Pontiac Chieftain 860 4-door wagon in the fall of 1955.  With the addition of a hitch and the purchase of a Hilite Tent 

Trailer, my folks took my older brother Steve and me around the western National Parks plus local lakes for the next 

several years.  While we had plenty of wars in the back seat, we also saw the West, shared wonderful time as a family 

and enjoyed our youth.  That blue and white wagon never let us down.  I have had a ’56 2-door wagon for years 

without doing much to get it going.  Could be a good time to make a commitment to get it back on the road.  

Memories are powerful stuff.   

I will share more about my Pontiac life in the coming months and hope a few of you will send along your Pontiac story 

as well.  Anyway, John B. needs the content for up-coming newsletters. 

Enjoy the Drive, 

Andy Hoff 
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                            Minutes 
 POCC MINUTES OF JANUARY 13, 2020 

MONTHLY MEETING 

WELCOME 
 Meeting called to order by President Andy Hoff at 7:00 p.m. 

 Visitors and Guest:  Ken Hardin was visiting for the first time.  He owns a  
                             ‘72 Pontiac GTO 

Chris Salazar introduced Quintin the Web Master, and Colleen, Chris’ Office 
Manager 

A THANK YOU was given to Joel Garrett for serving as the Club President last year and he was presented 
with a club T-shirt from 15 years ago.  Club members that held positions last year were also 
acknowledged, and thanked for their time and work. 
THEME - Andy introduced a theme for this year “Enjoy the drive” and a  
GOAL – “encourage and build membership” 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES             
 For the November 2019 meeting. Minutes were approved as written. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Diana Hoff gave the report on club finances, which are in good shape. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S REPORT            
 JohnBerglund stated that the picture on this month’s newsletter, with Glen Rudolph’s blanket featuring   
 his car, the blanket can be purchased at Costco. 
 Asking for content members would like to see Added to newsletter. Any input would be appreciated.   

If anyone wants to feature a car that has not been done, contact John Berglund.  

WEBMASTER’S REPORT  
 Brian Massey was not able to attend 
 
POCI REPORT – Ron Berglund 
 The next convention will be held in Catoosa,         
 Oklahoma in July 2020. 
 POCI membership is down to 8,000  
 Directors are going to be held more responsible 

CAR SHOW REPORTS – Ron Berglund 
Car Show will be May 1st and 2nd at Bicentennial Park in Clovis, CA. as in the past 

 There will be a car show meeting Jan. 28th at Wendy’s, Ron will put out a  
 reminder on this. 
 

Ron discussed the things that have been done and what needs to still happen, he stated that things are 
ahead of schedule.   
The flyer needs to get on the Website.   
The entry form will be modified to make it easier to fill out for next year. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Results of nomination/Election for lifetime membership, which was voted on in December:  No one 
candidate got enough votes to qualify. 

 The way the bylaws read it is hard to get a nomination, so the bylaws need to  
 be amended.  POCI has to approve the bylaws. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
Website update – Chris Salazar introduced his Web Master, Quentin.  He said that Quentin has the 
ability to update or start a new web site.  He uses him for his business and highly recommends him.  
There was discussion about areas that need updated on our Website, especially how to find the 
membership form for our club.  We will meet with Quentin to discuss what we want and cost of 
updating the Website at a later date.   

Chris offered that he deals in flyers, business cards, etc. and he would work with us on pricing if we 
want to use his business. 

Andy said that he has recently got back on Facebook, and got an Instagram account.  
He wants new ideas for the car club and welcomes feedback. 

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: 
 As discussed under new business:  Update Website, more social media input. 

 A card is being made up to place in prospective members cars. 

ACTIVITIES:  Bill Richards 
 The next Club activity will be “Take a Leap Bunco Night” held on February 29th. 

Bill has a lot of things planned for the 1st six months of the year, but would like input for more activities 
or a cruise for the spring. 

 Andy will put out a flyer for “Guys Coffee and Cars” for Feb 1st at BJ’s Restaurant, Cedar and Herndon. 

LADIES LUNCHEON:  Bill Richards, in Cheryl Richards’s absence, announced that the Ladies will meet 
at Red Robin restaurant, January 29th at 11:30. 

 
CELEBRATIONS: 
 Janet King is celebrating her birthday this month. 
 
HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Bill Richards reported that Cheryl has lost her mom, which was 96 years young.  This is a huge loss for 
Cheryl and we give our deepest condolences. 

Ron Berglund reported on Dennis Simonson’s progress and recovery.  He sees him at church.  Dennis is 
recovering slowly, but is looking good. 

 
SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS/REQUESTS 

Dennis Schwarz wondered if in another year we could go back to doing a separate charity for the Spring 
Car Show and the Toys for Tots car show. It was discussed. 

 Andy wanted everyone to be thinking about if they would like to keep the meetings at this Denney’s  
 
MEMBER ATTENDANCE AWARDS: 
 The winner of $10 was John Leal 

Andy also gave out 2nd and 3rd place prizes of huge Hersey Candy Bars – the winners were Dave Valla 
and Lori Sandelin 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  8:10 P.M.  Next meeting is on         
       February 10, 2020 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

 Willa Berglund, Secretary 
 

Cover Artwork by Art Fitzpatrick & Van Kaufman https://fitz-art.com/ 

https://fitz-art.com/
https://fitz-art.com/
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               POCC Officers 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN!!! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we LOVE 
Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, polish 'em, 
restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) and have a lot of 
fun doing it. Be it an old '52 Chieftain straight-eight, a 
new WS6 Trans Am, or anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to get 
together for a variety of activities. We host an annual 
judged car show and participate as a club in other local 
and regional car shows. We have informal BBQ Show and 
Shines and get together for Brunch and Dinner Cruises. 
We also attend the local Cruise Nights as a group. The 
cars in the club range from Concours cars, daily drivers, 
drag racers and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is 
to have FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy,  
JOIN US!!! 

General Membership meetings are held on 
the 2nd Monday of the month, at Denny’s - 
Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested 
visitors are welcome. 
 

POCC Past Presidents 
Joel Garrett                              2019 
Frank Mascola                         2018 
Bill Richards                             2017 
Dennis Simonson                    2016 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2020 

President              Andy Hoff               559-304-8836          andiana766@gmail.com                  
Vice President   Mark Lanier          559-250-8572           markoL1888@hotmail.com                  
Secretary    Willa Berglund 559-907-0999 wharkey@me.com 
Treasurer    Diana Hoff              559- 304-8836 andiana766@gmail.com                   
Newsletter    John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities    Bill Richards    559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net                  
Webmaster    Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

POCI Officers 2020   
President     Larry Crider         918-798-2765       pontiacfun@gmail.com 

vp/Wstn regional      

Director                   Ron Berglund         559-259-2079       pontiac335@gmail.com 

Secretary   Peggy Mullinax Cox    205-602-6463       peggymullinax@yahoo.com 
 
    
 

 
 

andiana766@gmail.com
markoL1888@hotmail.com
wharkey@me.com
andiana766@gmail.com
mailto:%20%20%20%20%20%20%20johnberglund421@gmail.com
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
bjmassey2@gmail.com
mailto:pontiacfun@gmail.com
mailto:pontiac335@gmail.com
peggymullinax@yahoo.com
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                               Join POCc 
2020 Dues are Due! Recruit a New Member!!! 

Diana Hoff 

7664 N Fancher 

Clovis CA 93611 
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Keeping the Pontiac Legacy Alive... 
Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland information as was 
possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Since then, POCI chapters have 
formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have been held every year in a variety of locations.  The events include 
a car show, tech seminars, presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to 
their close relation to Pontiac. 

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, award-winning monthly that 
continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Signals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. 
Today, it is a 92- to 100-page, full-color publication printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form. 

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start receiving Smoke 
Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions that go all the way back to 2006. 

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oakland’s and GMCs of any age or type to join us. Just use 
the membership form provided and get in on the action. 

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or late-model Trans Am, 
Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car. 

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! (Taken from) www.poci.org  

7 

                                             poci                               

www.poci.org 
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                                     Ladies Luncheon 

The POCC ladies started the New 
Year off by having their luncheon 
at the Red Robin restaurant.   We 
had fun conversing with each 
other while enjoying a wonderful 
lunch.   Although the ladies had a 
good time they did miss the 
January birthday gal Janet King, 
who could not attend. 

9 
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  CLUB APPAREL 
It’s never too early to look forward to our car show! 

 I have several club shirts and other items currently 
available 

 T-shirts-most sizes some with pockets...1 women’s 
V-neck L $15 

 Crew neck Sweat shirts- 2    XL   1 L $25 

 Hoody sweat Shirt 1 L $40 

 Polo shirt-1 XL $20 

 2016 Car Show T-shirts mostly L XL $5(new/ old 
stock-just found a box in the back of my storage 
locker) 

 Let me know what you need and I will confirm if it’s 
available. 

 Thanks 
Bill Richards 
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 
 

PONTIACS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
 

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
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1954? Pontiac Service Poster & 57 Promo Photo 
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CASINO NIGHT 1-11-2020 

Pontiacs of Central California kicked off 2020 with its 3rd annual Casino Night. 

It started out with everyone bringing his or her favorite dish, as we work up an appetite when we 
are winning/losing money!  And what a feast we had before the fun began.  We have some good 
cooks!! 

We had all the favorite games, as usual, like Roulette, Black Jack, Texas hold ’em, and the Craps 
Table.  By 6:30, everyone had bought in for playing chips and away they went. You could hear the 
cheering from the Craps Table, the chips clattering at the roulette wheel and the excitement at the 
card tables. 

  
 
 

 

                        ACTIVITIES 
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At 8:00 we all took a break for dessert, there was something for everyone’s taste buds. There was 
talk of how much everyone was winning/losing, trying to gauge and strategize the last hours move 

to win the big prize. 
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Everyone had a chance to move to another game after dessert if they wanted to.  Then the push was 
on to grow your winnings in the last hour of play.  At 9:30 everyone added up their winnings and 

prizes were given out.  Andy Hoff, our club President was the big winner by a large margin, he 
played Black Jack (I believe) all night.  Skip and Brenda Miller took 2nd and 3rd place. 
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There were 30 POCC members in attendance.  We hope everyone 
had a fun time!! Ron and Willa Berglund 

Hosts of the Party Ron & Willa 
Berglund brought out the big dice 
for Casino Night. Everyone Gave 

them a Big Thanks!!! 
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                        Archives’ 
 
 
In 1893, Edward M. Murphy established the Pontiac Buggy   
Company in Pontiac, Michigan and produced horse drawn 
carriages thru 1906.  
 
As it became clear that motorcar sales were surpassing 
carriages, Murphy incorporated the Oakland Motor Car 
Company in 1907, an offshoot of his Pontiac Buggy Company. 
Murphy is said to have chosen the name Oakland for his car 
venture, located in the Oakland County of Michigan, city of 
Pontiac, because cross-town rival Pontiac Spring and Wagon 
Works already was making a high-wheel motor wagon under 
the Pontiac name.  
 
In 1908, the Oakland Motor Car Company and 
the Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works merged together under 
the Oakland Motor Car Company. Later in 1908, the first 
Oakland’s went to market. The first Oakland’s used an 
unusual Alanson Brush designed two cylinder vertical engine, 
which rotated counterclockwise. This type of engine was 
common in French cars but not popular with American 
engineers. The engines worked fine, but the cars did not sell 
well.  
 
In 1909, Murphy sold 50% interest in the Oakland Motor Car 
Company to William Durant (founder of GM). The Oakland 
found itself as a charter member of Durant’s newly formed 
General Motors Empire.  
 
In 1909, Oakland introduced new engines, new body styles 
and new models, which greatly increased sales, but 
unexpectedly during the summer of 1909, Murphy died and 
a few months later General Motors purchased full control of 
Oakland Motor Car Company.  
 
The Oakland brand was produced thru 1931 by the Oakland 
Motors Division of General Motors, but in 1932 the Oakland 
name was dropped and the Oakland Motor Division became 
Pontiac Motor Car Company. 
 
 
             17 
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Need Activity Info?  

Contact:                    

 
 

February 
 10 Regular Meeting 
          14 Valentine’s Day 
 26 Ladies Lunch   
 29 Bunco Night   
      Take a Leap @ Garrett’s 
March 
 09 Regular Meeting 
 14 Tour of Glenn Rudolph’s Shop -               
        Museum 
 21 Selma Swap Meet      

 25 Ladies Lunch 

April 
 04 Cruise (tentative) 
 11 Tower Car Show 

 13 Regular Meeting 
 18 Kingsburg Car Show? 

 19 Clovis Car Show 
 29 Ladies Lunch 

May 
 02   POCC’S 22nd Annual Show 
 11 Regular Meeting 
 27 Ladies Lunch 

 30 Shotguns Cards & Cars-Fisher’s 

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 

559-375-3942         
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

June 
 05 Clovis Farmers Market 
 08 Regular Meeting 
 24 Ladies Lunch 

July    
 7-11 POCI Convention, Catoosa, OK. 

Input is needed as to what members want to 
do and who is willing to plan and organize 
them.  Andy has volunteered to continue to plan 
the Men’s Coffee and Cars event.  It may or 
may not be monthly but will be announced in 
plenty of time. I would like to plan a cruise in 
April or May. Any Ideas? 

 

Find us 
on 

Facebook 

UPCOMING activities 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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