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Happy New Year from your leader for 2019. Wow 2019, my 1969 Oldsmobile is 50 years old. At one
time I thought 50 was “old” but now I feel that 50 is just getting into your prime, pertaining to cars
and people. (Don’t ask about the 60’s)
I am going to start this message in the traditional way of thanking all the previous officers,
appointed officials, and volunteers for their contributions for the benefit of this club. THANK YOU!
Now I am going to thank this year’s Officers, Appointed officials, and Volunteers for their future
contributions for the benefit of this club. THANK YOU! I am sure all members will do their best to
support these people.
Now that that is out of the way, I just want you all to know that my future President’s messages
will be (in my opinion) not your usual standard message.
I am going to try and use this forum to educate, entertain, and inform the membership about
things that might be of interest. I hope I can accomplish some portion of this endeavor. We will
see.
Of course I am aware that some members don’t bother to read these monthly messages so it will
be of no loss (or gain) to them anyway.
Andy Hoff has volunteered to be our Activities Director for 2019 and besides repeating some of
the past successful activities; Andy has some new and different plans for 2019. I hope all members
will do their best to try and support Andy by participating as much as possible.
Our May Car Show will incorporate some new facets that will hopefully improve the experience
for the participants as well as the club members that help put it on.
I sincerely hope that 2019 will be a great year for the club and its members/families.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any input you may have for the benefit of our club
AGAIN, HAPPY NEW YEAR
JOEL GARRETT
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2019
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster

Joel Garrett
Andy Hoff
Janet Massey
Judy Garrett
John Berglund
Andy Hoff
Brian Massey

559- 479-1636
559-304-8836
559-645-8018
559- 479-1636
559-790-9271
559-304-8836
559-645-8018

calbug61@aol.com
andiana766@gmail.com
snowmassey@yahoo.com
calbug61@aol.com
johnberglund421@gmail.com
andiana766@gmail.com
bjmassey2@gmail.com

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome.
Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement:
OUR MISSION, FUN!
We are made up of a group of people with various
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em,
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em)
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or
anything in between.
We are individuals, couples, and families that like to
get together for a variety of activities. We host an
annual judged car show and participate as a club in
other local and regional car shows. We have
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs.

If this sounds like something you
would enjoy, JOIN US!

3

POCC Past Presidents
Frank Mascola
Bill Richards
Dennis Simonson
Dean Davison
Ron Berglund
Bill Richards
Keith Watts
Jack Fusari
Dave Valla
Carl Smith
Joel Garrett
Greg Griggs
Bill Richards
Andy Hoff
Ron Berglund
Joel Garrett
Dan Seibert
Michael Yoshihara
Glen McGhie
Joel Garrett
Ron Berglund
Jeff Boyle

2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2004-2005
2003
2001-2002
2000
1999
1998
1996-1997
1995
1993-1994
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The Straight Arrow
NOTE: In researching (reading old newsletters) and writing these
articles it is amazing to see the evolution of our newsletter. Go to the
POCC website, click on Newsletters and compare some of the first
newsletter to the professional looking newsletter that John publishes
each month. As the saying goes, “You have gone a long way baby”.
Thanks to present and all past Newsletter Editors for a job well done.
January 2009 – Ten Years Ago
The first meeting of the New Year was held on January 12 at the Yosemite Falls Café with new
President Carl Smith presiding. Along with Carl as president the rest of the 2009 officers were:
VP – Bill Richards
Sect – Dave Valla
Trea – Bill Truckell
Activities – Judy Garrett and Judy Kasper
News Letter – Barbara Senior
Webmaster – Brian Massey
Activities for January included bowling at Sierra Lanes on January 24 th and the very first meeting
of the Ladies Lunch Club was held on January 28th. Here is a little history of this popular activity
that is still enjoyed by the ladies of the club.
This has been talked about for a while and finally we are ready. A ladies lunch club will start this
month. We will meet on the last Wednesday of each month for a lunch outing. Who knows, we
may even take in a movie or do some shopping. But one thing for sure is that we will not be
shopping for cars or car parts. The first meeting will be on Wednesday, January 28 at 11:00 at
the Joy Luck Chinese Restaurant at River Park, located in the shopping center at the southwest
corner of Blackstone and Nees - the same shopping center as Nordstrom Rack and Home
Goods. This should be fun and a great way for the ladies in the club to socialize without the
guys or cars being around. Not that we don't love our guys or our cars, but lunch out with the
girls is always fun. If you would like to be included in Lunch Club activities and emails, call Judy
Garrett (765-4865) or drop her an email at calbug61@aol.com.
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January 2004 – Fifteen Years Ago
The first meeting of 2004 was on January 12th, held at the Denny’s Restaurant on W Shaw in
Clovis. Along with newly elected President Andy Hoff the rest of the officers for 2004 were:

VP – Gayle Huls
Sect – Dennis Baker
Tres – Bill Truckell
Activities – Brian Massey
Newsletter – Joel Garrett
Webmaster – Brian Massey

A car show meeting was held before the regular meeting. Guest included Scott Denton who
owns a 1966 and 1967 GTO and George & Sandy Stimson who own a 1952 Chieftain. George &
Sandy joined the club and were the first new members for 2004. The club ended 2003 with 34
paid members.
Western Regional 2005 – Several club members visited The Pines at Bass Lake to confirm plans
for the 2005 Regional Convention to be held there the following year. Two samples of the
Regional flyer were passed around for club approval.
The only activity planned for January was the Turlock Swap Meet on January 24 th and 25th.

January 1999 – Twenty Years Ago
The first meeting of 1999 was held on January 11th at Denny’s on E Shaw in Clovis. The meeting
was called to order by newly elected President Mike Yoshihara. The rest of the new officers for
1999 were
VP – Richard Schmitz
Sect – Dennis Baker
Tres – Bill Truckell
Newsletter – Rich & Jo Smithen
Activities – Andy Hoff
Activities for January: Several members planned to attend the Turlock Swap Meet on January
30th and 31st.
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There were fourteen of us that “braved” the elements to see the Fresno Zoo lit up! The zoo was draped in a
glorious display of holiday lights. We strolled through the halls of the zoo decked with boughs of holly and
millions of twinkling lights. For this annual event, the entire Zoo is transformed into a magical, winter
wonderland, fully decorated and stung with miles of holiday lights. There was even a little snow thrown in.
For this night the animals were lit up, as opposed to the real thing.
The day started out dreary and damp, then rainy, but by 4 pm the sun was shining and with a few layers of
clothes we were very toasty on what turned out to be a clear and shiny 49 degree night. Several of us bought
hot chocolate, which was offered as we started on our adventure. It was good hot chocolate and came in a
refillable cup, the refill stations were throughout the zoo…..and I do think we all got our money’s worth with fill
ups! We got a pair of holographic glasses, and shared them amongst us. We had a choice of snowflakes, Santa
Claus, or candy canes glasses. We got the snowflakes. When you looked through them, you could see
snowflakes around each light, it was pretty neat. There was a quartet singing Christmas songs, a nice touch.
Santa was there, of course, and this was the only long line (I decided to write a letter again this year, and hope
for the best). We took our time, enjoyed the lights and the friendship. Since there were several other activities
going on in town (Fresno state playing Football on TV, the Clovis Christmas Parade, the walk down Christmas
Tree Lane, and the weather), there were not many people there, which was nice for us, no long lines getting our
coveted hot chocolate!
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Afterward, several of us went to Mike’s Italian Restaurant and enjoyed some pasta and pizza and caught up on
the Fresno State Game, Go Dogs! Now they had some weather where they were playing in Idaho!!
We enjoyed spending the evening with the people who came. It was a beautiful night!
Ron and Willa Berglund
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On Friday December 7th Pontiacs of Central California presented a check in the amount of $9,251.00 to the
Fresno-Madera Toys for Tots organization. That Friday was the beginning of the Toys for Tots marathon toy
collection weekend at the River Park Shopping Center. Our nineteenth annual Toys for Tots car Show was held at
River Park on November third.
The donation was from proceeds from our 2018 Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, GMC, Cadillac car show held in
May, and the November Toys for Tots show. Both shows were a great success this year with approximately 150
entrants at the May show and 122 entrants at the Toys for Tots show. Of course these donations would not be
possible without the sponsors that support our car show endeavors. Special thanks to Larry Kitahara, the primary
sponsor of our May show this year (and previous years) and numerous other sponsors. We also would like to
thank the management of the River Park Shopping Center for allowing Pontiacs of Central California to use their
property for the 2018 Toys for Tots car show. Also thanks to Bill and Cheryl Richards for using their 1967 GTO as a
backdrop for the check presentation.
The members of Pontiacs of Central are proud of the donations we have been able to contribute to various
charitable organizations over the years. These donations are only made possible by our sponsors and the hard
work and dedication of our club members that make all of our events a success. After the presentation, we
celebrated the success of our 2018 car shows with lunch at Me & Ed’s in River Park. Here is to a successful 2019
for Pontiacs of Central California and all of our members!!! Dave Valla
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Christmas in Madera Ranchos
The annual POCC Christmas Dinner and Party was another fun filled success. Well over 30 members
were in attendance, all hoping to have a great time. Incoming President Joel and outgoing
President Frank dressed for the occasion in their colorful seasonal jackets. Our meal was definitely
a holiday treat, Rancho’s Cafe out did themselves again.
Following dinner Paula spearheaded the gift exchange, fun filled the air with some great gifts and a
couple of gag gifts. “Stealing” a gift was allowed; with a gift moving up to three times - there were
some disappointments on the part of some members who lost their gifts multiple times; Andy!
Joelle’s exchange gift was very special to her, the Hallmark Firebird ornament was the exact replica
of the car she drove while learning how to drive and what she drove upon receiving her driver
license. It can safely be said that everyone went home happy with their share of Christmas
fellowship.
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The Annual POCC Christmas Party was a fun filled evening with many ups and downs during the gift
exchange. A Special word of Thanks was given to Andy Hoff for running the Annual POCC Show.
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The Present & Past Presidents were Decked out in Christmas Spirt. Tom was grooming for Next Year!!!

Gift giving was not the only thing on the evening’s agenda. Andy was recognized with a certificate of
appreciation for his seven (7) years of volunteer service as the chairman of the annual Car Show. It
was noted that volunteerism is what drives POCC and the most active members are examples of
what it means to be a great volunteer.
The Christmas spirit continued, later in the month with several club members enjoying a “sleigh”
ride through Christmas tree lane.
Here is a list of resolutions for the New Year, with the hope that all of the POCC membership has a
great year in 2019.
Continue support of our 2019 President and his slate of Club officers
Increase membership attendance at our monthly meeting
Increase early participation in the planning of the annual Car Show
Increase member attendance in the various club social activities
15
Increase our donation for Toys 4 Tots
Happy New Year, Frank Mascola
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SLEIGH RIDE DOWN CHRISTMAS TREE LANE 2019
Though this was not a Pontiac activity, many of our club members joined us for our annual
fundraiser for the Shriner’s. The monies collected went to the Shriner’s Burn Center and
Christmas Tree Lane.
We met as usual at Jim Stahl’s home where he had set up a very nice tent with heater outside of
his residence. Jim had refurbished the “Sleigh”, which was a very nice upgrade to the
experience. He even served hot chocolate and cookies while we waited to get under way. We
were blessed with a clear crisp night that wasn’t very cold. It looked to us that a lot of new
lights were being displayed this year. There were more LED lights for sure.
After a very enjoyable ride down Christmas Tree Lane, most of us went to the Berglund’s for
cookies and hot drinks. Thank you everyone that participated in this event. The Shriner’s thank
you too!
Ron and Willa Berglund
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Even Mikey knows Santa
should have bought a GMC!!!
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We have a save the date for Casino Night, which
will be February the 9th. We are working on
firming up the details and will be presenting
this at the meeting on Monday. An email with
all of the information that you will need
regarding Casino Night will go out shortly after
that.
This was a really fun evening last year. Hope
you can join us!
Ron and Willa Berglund
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Proposed POCC Activity Calendar for January to June 2019
January
14
19
30

Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Spring Dust-Off Show ‘N Shine at Triangle Drive-In (First and Barstow) 11:00 to 2:30
Ladies Lunch

Need Activity Info?

Other: Turlock Swap Meet January 26-27
February
9
11
27

Contact

Casino Night at the Berglund’s
Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Ladies Lunch
Other: Daytona 500 Party at the Massey’s February 17

March
11
16
23
27

Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Guy’s Garage Crawl at the Selma Swap Meet (Details to Come)
Spring Mystery Cruise (Details to Come)
Ladies Lunch
Other: March Meet

April
8
14
24

March 7-10 at Famoso

559-304-8836
andiana766@gmail.com

Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Old Town Clovis Car Show Details to Come (298-5774 for Information)
Ladies Lunch
Other: Rods on the Bluff
Tower Car Show
Cherry Avenue Swap
Kingsburg Car Show

May
3-4
13
18
29

Activities Director

April 5 (?)
April 13
No Date Yet
April 20

21st Annual Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, Cadillac, GMC Car Show
Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Activity to be determined
Ladies Lunch
Other: Rods on the Bluff
May 3 (?)
Morro Bay Car Show
May 3-5
Reedley Car Show
May 5 (?)
Warbirds, Wings and Wheels Car Show May 11 Paso Robles

June
10
15
26

Monthly Meeting at Denny’s
Activity to be determined
Ladies Lunch
*June Activities to be determined.
Other: Rods on the Bluff June 7 (?)
Pismo Car Show June 7-9

Check out past club activity photos and
newsletters at
21
pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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General Membership Meetings:
Second Monday of the Month
Denny’s
30 E Herndon Ave
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: 559-435-5638
Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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