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President’s message  
 

 

POCC August 2017 Presidents Message 
 
Over the past several years club members have enjoyed a night at the 
Madera Fair to display our cars.  Along with being able to display our cars 
we’ve enjoyed the fair itself, the show and, of course, the fair food.  Our ability 
to participate in this event is the result of the good work of club member Mike 
King who annually arranges this event with Fair management. Each night of 
the Madera Fair now has a classic car display, usually with a different theme, 
as part of the fair programming for that night.  Because of our continued 
participation in this event the Pontiacs of Central California will have a 
separate night on Friday Sept 8, to enjoy Pontiacs at the fair night. 
 
Since a separate night has been arranged just for Pontiacs, it is important 
that every club member participate to make it successful.  We will need a 
minimum of 25 Pontiacs parked in the display area.  There is room for many 
more cars than this but we need the minimum and club members should be 
able to fulfil this need.  Remember, we also have a good time and the club 
receives payment for bringing our cars, so every club member needs to dust 
off all the old Pontiacs and get them there.   Once we meet the club objective 
of 25 cars we need to canvass as many other Pontiac owners as we can 
reach out to and invite them to attend with us.  Who knows, we might recruit a 
new member or two.  

Bill Richards POCC President 
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Minutes  
 

 

 

7-10-2017 POCC Meeting Minutes 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order by President, Bill Richards. 
 
GUESTS:  No guests or visitors present. 
 
MINUTES:  Motion to approve June 2017 minutes was carried and approved. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT:  Presented by Paula Yost.  Carried and approved. 
 
NEWSLETTER REPORT:  John Berglund not present. 
 
WEBMASTER:  Brian Massey not present. 
 
POCI REPORT:  Ron Berglund not present. 
 
HEALTH & WELFARE:  Get Well card was sent to Patricia Tenison by the group. 
 
BIRTHDAY'S/ANNIVERSARIES:  Happy Birthday to Paula and Bill Richards (July). 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  1. the club attire purchase is complete, spent $712.00. 
                              2.  Donation from the Car Show in May 2017 will be presented to:  Heart of the Horse Therapy Ranch in      
September. 
                              3.  Judy mentioned, that only in the last couple of years the club decided to donate to a charity.  Also, to do T-
shirts. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 1.   Andy talked about various clubs around the state that are interested in attending our Car Show next 
year.  The Northern/Southern Oldsmobile club may attend and bring 30 cars!  They would like to help out with the show 
also.  Judy mentioned that maybe they can contribute some raffle prizes.  They would have their own personal Banquet on 
Saturday night and present their own trophies. 
                              2.  Andy mentioned that this is his last year as Activities Director.  He suggested having a group of 3 people 
to carry out his duties.  However he   can still take care of arranging city permits or any hotel accommodations. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  1. Glenda has availability for someone to take her place at the Solvang car show.  She might be having 
back surgery.  Anyone interested please let her know. 
                                    2.  Chairperson needed for, Toys for Tots on November 4th. 
 
ACTIVITIES:  Past Events: Clovis Farmers market on June 9. 
                                            Potluck at the Fisher's on June 11. 
                                            Pismo Car Show on June 16-18. 
                                            GTOAA Nationals June 26-July 1. 
             Upcoming Events:  July 15, Triangle Drive In 6 pm. 
                                            July 11-15, POCI Nationals Fort Worth, TX 
                                            Madera Fair Car Show will be held September 7th or 8th.  Will check with Mike King. 
                                            August 26, Blair Motorsports in Visalia.  Mel's Diner was moved to this location (pizza lunch there, 
probably meet @ 11:30? 
 
LADIES LUNCHEON: Will be at Applebee’s on 7/26 @ 11:30.  Celebrating Tina, Paula, and Carolyn's Birthdays. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Monday August 14, 2017 @ Denny's Restaurant (Blackstone/Herndon) 7 pm. 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2017 

President             Bill Richards          559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net               
Vice President  Frank Mascola      559-288-9217 mcky4us@yahoo.com
Secretary   Jeannie King 559- 438-4200 jeannieking58@yahoo.com 
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Andy Hoff    559-304-8836 andiana766@gmail.com
Webmaster   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concourse cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

POCC 
Past Presidents 

 
Dennis Simonson                    2016 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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The POCC July Ladies Luncheon may have had only four attendees but we had a great time visiting 
and of course, eating.  Carolyn and Paula were the birthday gals for July and enjoyed the great get 

together at the Applebee’s Restaurant. Thanks, Cheryl Richards 

 

 
Ladies luncheon 

Happy 
Birthday! 
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2017 POCI National Convention 

Willa and I combined a family reunion with the Pontiac National Convention in Fort Worth, Texas.  We left 
Fresno, June 27th pulling the car trailer.  Our first stop was Willa’s family reunion in Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
where she was born. 
After the reunion we dropped off the car trailer with one of the coordinators, of the POCI convention, that 
was kind enough to let us leave it at his home.  From there we spent a week touring Texas.  We arrived back 
in Fort Worth a day before the convention started.  They had a block of rooms for us at the Marriott Hotel & 
Golf Club at Champion Circle. 
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The convention was held at the Texas 
Speed Way.  They moved all of the 
NASCARS   from their garages to make 
room for the point judged cars.  We 
unloaded the ’65, 2+2 in a designed 
parking lot.  From there they guided us 
to the tech station; this is where they 
checked the lights, horn, accessories, 
etc.  Then they had a photo op in front 
of the speedway.  The final step was 
placement of the car in one of the 
NASCAR’s bay. 
Tuesday was the Director’s dinner, this 
time it was at an Italian Restaurant. 
Wednesday, I had a Director’s meeting 
that lasted all day.  That evening we 
went to dinner with two Pontiac 
enthusiasts/members from New 
Zealand and two POCI directors.  We 
ate at the “Hard 8” restaurant, where 
you order your BBQ off the grill by the 
pound, which was different for us.  It 
was very good BBQ and the creamed 
corn in Texas is to die for.    
Thursday, the Berglund’s and 
Simonson’s took the tour to the 
Arlington GM assembly plant.  This 
plant was founded in 1954; they have a 
1954 Pontiac Catalina on display that 
was the first car off the assembly line.  
This plant manufactures Tahoe’s, 
Escalade’s, and Yukon’s.  They took us 
through the plant by tram, showing us 
the various stations where they 
assemble the vehicles.  The plant 
produces approximately 1200 vehicles 
daily, and pays one million in wages 
per day.  It was also the first plant to 
have air conditioning.  That evening 
during the POCI banquet, Dennis 
Simonson and twelve others received 
awards for being the “original owner” 
of their car.  This is a new award 
category for POCI.  
Friday, Dennis and I attended the 
points judging breakfast at the hotel.  
From there we went to the arena for 
the judging of the points cars. There 
were 67-point cars in attendance.   
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After the judging was over the speedway gave us the opportunity to drive our cars three times around the 
track.  Everyone followed the pace car, in groups of fifteen, and we could not go over 75, or pass each other.  
Now bear in mind our ’65 Pontiac 2+2, only has 26 miles on it after restoration and the fastest we had driven it 
was twenty-five miles an hour. Willa, Dean Davison, and I took the 2+2 on the track with speeds up to 75 miles 
an hour and it performed beautifully.  What a thrill it was to drive the NASCAR tract, it was the highlight of the 
convention for me. 

Saturday, was the main show, it was overcast and threating rain.  We did get a few sprinkles, but for the most 
part, luck held out.  There were over 350 cars in attendance, made up of, road warriors, point’s cars and 
popular vote cars.  It was a leisurely day at the track.    

That evening, at the awards banquet, John Berglund received the “New Letter Award of Distinction” for the 
POCC.  Dennis Simonson and Ron Berglund won “The Gold Award”, for their cars. 
All in all it was a fun convention, with good friends, good food and best of all being with like-minded Pontiac 
enthusiast.       Ron Berglund, Western Regional Director 
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It is difficult to come up with club activities in the middle of our hot 

summers.  Few want to drive their classic Pontiacs (typically with black 

interiors and no a/c).   One solution is to fall back on ice cream and 

everything that probably comes with it including hamburgers, fries, hot 

dogs, and 50’s music.  Where do you find all of that?  Triangle Drive-in of 

course! 

On Saturday night, July 15, several club members met at the famous food 

spot at First and Barstow to chill out, talk Pontiacs, and enjoy all of that 

food and music mentioned above for our July club activity.  Those 

attending included Bill and Cheryl Richards, Joel and Judy Garrett, Mike 

King, Andy and Diana Hoff, Glenda Champion, Tom and Paula Yost plus 

Greg and Gloria Griggs. 

There was plenty of Ponti-yakin, shared pictures of vacations, cars and 

pets, along with casual discussion of club stuff and, of course, cars.  After 

we were talked out and the last glass of soda was empty, we called it a 

night at just after 8:00 PM.  All-in-all, a good time for everyone.   

Hope to see you all at the cruise to Blain Motorsports in Visalia on August 

26 (not to mention the club meeting on the 14th).  Keep those Pontiacs 

cool! 

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 August 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

14 
 

 

  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 August 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

15 
 

 

 

  

POCC at the Clovis Old Town Farmer’s Market – June 9, 2017 

You know, people should join our club just to share in the luck we have with weather.  On June 9, ten POCC families 

gathered to enjoy the Old Town Farmer’s Market in Clovis.  We do this almost every year but this one was special.  

The show (or more accurately called a ‘display’) was moved from the North end of the market to the South end, and 

it turned out to be a much better location.  More shade, better space and no competition from the Bounce Houses 

or the pony rides.   

Most everyone arrived before 5:30 and took up spots on the West side of Pollasky Street under some very 

accommodating shade trees.  The weather was just cooling off and a nice breeze kept us comfortable for the 

evening.  While we shared a few spaces with the 55-57 Chevy club, it was all GM (except for Joel and Judy’s 

Metropolitan).   

We shopped for fresh veggies, wondered through some antique shops and enjoyed great food from local 

restaurants or the street vendors.  Some enjoyed a bit of dessert later in the evening.  Most ended up talking with 

visitors who wanted to know what year our cars were or just to relate how their neighbor had one just like it or that 

their uncle had a factory 427 Pontiac with dual quads that couldn’t be beat!  Amazing how memories change over 

time.   Thanks to everyone who shared the evening as there was plenty of socializing, car talk, and general visiting 

that made this another successful club event. Hope to see you in July. 

Andy Hoff 
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August 

14  Monthly Meeting at Denny’s 

23  Ladies Lunch 

26                    Blaine Motorsports Showroom Tour  

                           (Club Activity) 

September 

1                      Rods on the Bluff 

8                      Madera Fair (Club Activity) 

9                      Run for the Gold in Oakhurst 

11  Monthly Meeting at Denny’s 

16                    Parkin in the park Selma 

23  Club Activity 

27  Ladies Lunch 

30                    Plane and car show @ Chandler Field 

October 

9  Monthly Meeting at Denny’s 

14  Fall Guy’s Garage Crawl 

21  Fall Club Picnic/Potluck at the Hoff’s 

25  Ladies Lunch 

                        Other: Central Valley Fallen Heroes  

                                    Car Show October 7 

 

November 

4  Toys for Tots Car Show 

11  Veteran’s Day Parade 

13  Monthly Meeting at Denny’s 

29  Ladies Lunch 

 

December 

10  Annual POCC Christmas Party   

 

 
Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

Need Activity Info?  

Contact  

 

Activities Director 

559-304-8836 

andiana766@gmail.com 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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