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President’s message  
 

December has arrived and I am now assembling the last President’s message 

for the year.   It is amazing how quickly this year has passed.  When 

reflecting back over the past 12 months, I feel that Pontiacs of Central 

California has grown and will show more growth in the year 2017.  I want to 

compliment all the officers, support groups, and general membership for all 

they’ve done this past year to make Pontiacs of Central California a great car 

club.   Let’s all carry this momentum into the year 2017 and support the new 

President Bill Richards.  There will many great car shows to attend next year, 

and I heard there will be Pontiac outings again. 

On a sad note, Jon Wacholtz, GTOAA’s Chief Concours Judge, passed away at 

the end of September.   Some of you will remember Jon from GTO’s 

Nationals in Bellevue, WA this past summer.  The first meet had with Jon 

was in Red Wing, MN in 2001 at the GTOAA/POCI. I next talked with him in 

Bowling Green, Kentucky in 2011.   I had an opportunity to work with Jon at 

the Dayton, Ohio GTOAA/POCI Convention in 2013.  Jon and I had a great 

time reminiscing this past summer in Bellevue, WA.  Jon lived just west of 

the Mississippi in Austin, Minnesota, and I lived just east of the Mississippi in 

Viroqua, Wisconsin which gave us common ground.  He will be greatly 

missed by many Pontiac enthusiasts, and by me. 

Looking forward to seeing you all and participating in the next year events. 

Thank You 

Dennis Simonson 
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Minutes  
 

 

 

 

Call to Order Nov. 14
th

, 2016 Meeting called to order by Dennis Simonson.  

Guests:  No guests  

Minutes: Motion by Andy Hoff to accept minutes from Oct. 10. Second by Ron Berglund. There 

being no corrections, minutes approved. 

Treasure’s report: Tom Yost   reported for Paula.  Deposit for Madera Fair and some expenses 

involving the newsletter and Toys for Tots.  

Newsletter Report:  John Berglund: Absent. Sent request for any pictures from the Veterans Parade. 

Webmaster Report: Brian Massey: Absent, Will be giving up duties as web master.  During the 

near future John Berglund will be doing web.  

POCI National Report: Ron Berglund: Little action to report this time of year. Reminder on 

National Convention to be held at The Texas Motor Speedway July 11-15, 2017. 

Birthdays/ Anniversaries:  Dennis Baker a year older this month.  

Ron and Willa Berglund to celebrate an anniversary in Dec.  

Old Business: Bill Tenison reported on Toys for Tots show.   

Toys for Tots brought in $1800 for toys, 161 toys and showed off 127 cars. Santa was a big hit. Fun 

was had by all.  

New Business: Nominations and election of officers.  President, Bill Richards.  Vice President, 

Frank Mascola.  Secretary, Jeannie King. Webmaster, John Berglund.  Activities, Andy Hoff.  There 

being no other nominations from the floor, Ron Berglund made motion to accept nominated slate of 

officers. Motion was seconded by Darroll Walter and passed by majority present. 

More meetings for next Clovis car show.  Andy Hoff gave update on progress. 

Interest on continuing Denny’s meeting place? 

Activities: Upcoming, Christmas Party.  

Ladies Lunch: Red Lobster Nov. 30, 11:30. No lunch planned for Dec. 

Next meeting:  No meeting in Dec. (Christmas Party) Next general meeting, January 9
th

, 2017 at 

Denny’s, Blackstone and Herndon, 7PM. 

Attendance drawing: John Berglund (probably the first missed meeting).  Not in attendance. 

$$$$$$ 

 

Submitted:  M. Walter, Outgoing Sec. 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016 

President             Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net               
Vice President  Bill Tenison           559-999-9416 bilteni1030@yahoo.com
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Judy Garrett 559-479-1636 calbug61@aol.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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The Nov/Dec Ladies Luncheon was held at the Red Lobster Restaurant in Fresno.  The POCC Ladies 
had fun conversing and eating delicious seafood.  Birthday ladies that were present at the 

luncheon were Cheryl, Kay and Willa. Cheryl 

 

 
Ladies luncheon 

Happy 
Birthday! 
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warrior’s rides 

  
The Blue MO-MO by John Berglund 

The story of the blue MOMO actually begins around 1982 when I was about to graduate from Hoover High School. As 

my senior year progressed I began to seriously take notice of Trans-Ams and Z 28’s around town, which back then 

were pretty plentiful. About mid-school year we were at some friends of my dad’s house who were having a get 

together. One of their friends had a 1981 black Trans Am that we were checking out as he told us about it. I must 

have had an awe struck look as I admired it because he handed me the keys and said “take her for spin”.  Well 

needless to say after that I was hooked and began eyeing car lots and watching the classified ads. In June of 1982 I 

found a 1979 black TA on a used car lot that was on the corner of Shaw and Winery (Clovis Auto Sales?). They 

wanted $6500 for it but the paint had been polished down to primer in some spots so I talked him into a paint job 

and $2000 down and financed the rest. Then I sold my 1976 Mazda Pickup that I had for about a year which was my 

first vehicle. The Trans Am was sold in 2000 for space reasons, at the time it was in need of a restoration. I miss it 

when I see Trans Am’s at shows. 
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My dad ran across the Blue MoMo in 1988 although 

it wasn’t known by that name just yet.  A guy down 

in Pixley had several old cars including a 1965 

Pontiac Catalina convertible. The Catalina was in 

very rough shape in need of most everything inside 

and out, it was a true “rag” top. So we borrowed a 

trailer and for $700 loaded it up and took it home. 

By now Pontiacs were becoming something of a 

tradition as my Dad had once owned a 1967 Le 

Mans he bought new and the 1970 Bonneville 

convertible and myself the TA. I’d always wanted 

something older from the 60’s with a big cubic inch 

Pontiac engine. I’d always felt the Trans Am was 

short changed with the 6.6 Olds engine, it was a 

403cid loaded down with smog restrictions and was 

rated at less than 200hp. 

The Catalina was originally a very basic model 

having only power steering, power brakes and a 

clock as the main options. That was soon to change 

as I started looking for parts and planning the 

project. The restoration began with the removal of 

the front clip, engine, top bows, interior then the 

doors and deck lid until the body was just a shell. 

There were quite a few problems with the car, the 

motor was out of 66’, and the floor was rusted out 

behind the driver’s seat as well as pin holes of rust 

through in the trunk. I fixed the floor and swapped 

out every piece of sheet metal with the help of 

parts cars. The front suspension was rebuilt then 

the engine was replaced with a 65’ 389 which was 

rebuilt with new rings and bearings to get by with 

until I could locate a 421 (with tri-power of 

course!).  

In the late 80’s and 90’s parts for mid-60’s full size 

cars could still be found at wreaking yards. With 

this in mind I began my hunt for as many factory 

options as I could find. The list of options includes 

all 1965 year parts including: 4 speed with console, 

bucket seats, tach, rally gauges, tilt, AM/FM with 

front and rear speakers, power antenna, trunk 

release, divers side power seat, Ventura trim tu-

tone door panels (the seats upholstered to 

match),washer wipers, 4 row radiator, 3.42 rear 

end, and 8 lug drums and wheels. 
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The original paint code color is called blue charcoal which is a blue metallic. The car ended up with so many options 

that when asked my little on going joke was that I ordered it that way!  

I finished and drove the Catalina with a 389 four barrel for about 2000 miles including our honey moon to Pismo and 

a trip to Ontario Ca. for a POCI national show in 1992. It was maybe about a year later I finally came across a 421 out 

of a 1965 2+2. (A car my Dad and I just recently finished restoring). The engine was rebuilt using 77 coded high 

compression heads and a tri-power set up. My oldest son Wyatt was about a year old when the Catalina was finished 

with the final engine swap. He always loved riding in it from the time he started to walk and talk and would always 

say let’s go for a ride in the Blue Mo-Mo!       
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Pictured here in 1990 is the Catalina in the 
condition I got it in. I began by gutting the 
interior and repairing the floors and trunk 
which looked worse than it was. There was 
some rust out on the rear driver’s side. I 
overhauled a 65’ 389 four barrel engine that I 
ran in it until I could find a 421. 
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The 421 was installed in 1993. We installed .60 
over pistons because of rust damage in two 
cylinders. Tri Power carbs top it off and Long 
Branch manifolds handle the exhaust also 
pictured is a 1965 Muncie 4 speed. The next 
page features my two sons Wyatt and Chet 
riding in the Blue MoMo.  
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It was a little damp for the Halloween Party 
this year, but it did not deter the hardy souls 
that showed up.  They were treated to a lot 
of great finger foods, desserts and fun 
games.  Mr. Trump and Ms. Hillary buried 
the hatchet for the night and show up a little 
late to steal the show….you know how they 
like to make an entrance!  We had cowboys 
and Indians, pumpkins, along with witches 
and wizards. 
The Berglund’s want to thank everyone who 
took the time to show up, without you there 
is no party………you are the party! 
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On Nov. 5, 2016, P.O.C.C hosted the 17th 
annual Toys for Tots Car Show with the 
Marine League to collect toys for 
underprivileged children. We were blessed 
with great weather, mid 70’s and clear, we 
were also able to have Santa come by and 
he went right to work having kids and 
adults tell him what they wanted for 
Christmas! Santa also took a ride through 
the parking lot in a real nice red 
Thunderbird convertible and I think he 
wants to trade in his sleigh now! 

We collected over $1800.00 and 168 toys! 
We had 127 cars at the show as well, not 
bad considering we had other shows going 
on in town that day. I would like to give a 
big THANK YOU to all P.O.C.C members 
who helped out, whether it was parking 
cars, registration, counting ballots, without 
all your help this show would not happen! 
Special thanks to Yosemite Falls 
Restaurant, Toys R Us, and Starbucks for 
their generous donations and most of all, 
the Marine League who are the backbone 
of the Toys for Tots campaign! They work 
extremely hard collecting and delivering 
the toys to their warehouse, 

This was a fun show with a great purpose 
and it has been my pleasure to be involved 
in it the past few years, hopefully it will 
continue to grow and attract more people 
next year and continue on as a Clovis 
tradition! 
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Veterans Day Parade November 11th was again a great day to honor Veterans. Not only in the 
community, but members of Pontiacs of Central California Car Club also.  Again this year, members 
with convertibles were asked to escort honored military personnel in the parade.  Several of us 
met at the 144th Wing base located at the Fresno airport.  We then convoyed down to the staging 
area in downtown Fresno to line up in our entree number.  Ron Coppola volunteered to assemble 
the Pontiac Club while I and others went up to Division 3 to haul military through the parade.  We 
had planned to return to the Pontiac Club in Division 5, but found out that they were already in the 
parade route.  So the Pontiac Club group was six less vehicles in the group. It was discovered 
afterwards that the 144th Fighter Wing had been moved back in the division which did not allow us 
enough time to join the Pontiac group.   

This year’s Veterans Day Parade had over 1,000 entries.   And, Fresno’s annual Veteran’s Day 
Parade is now the largest in the United States.  Locally, Channel 24 televised this event.  It is shared 
with armed forces which broadcast it around the world.  We need to consider itis an honor to 
participate in this event. Dennis Simonson 
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Need Activity Info?  

Contact 

 

 

December 15
th

 - Ride down 

Christmas Tree Lane 

 
Check out past club activity 
photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 

559-479-1636 

calbug61@aol.com 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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