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President’s message  
 

President Letter November 14th 2016 

November is here with Thanksgiving Day on the 24th.  It is a great day 
for you to remember all your blessings.  November 14th is National 
Pickles Day, so make sure you have a pickle at the club meeting. 

A few of us attended the Valley Nationals held in Madera at the 
fairgrounds October 29-30.  They had several hundred cars, beautiful 
displays of art work, and specialty autos for viewing. A large swap meet 
area was set up on south end of grounds.  Bringing home trophies were 
Bill Richards, Ron Berglund, and Yours Truly.  Anthony Granata and his 
team did a great job laying out the displays and car show field.  Go to 
their web site to see hundreds of photos of the event. 

The November 5th Toys for Tots Car Show was a success again with 
many folks and their vehicles participating.  Thanks to Bill Tension for 
doing a great job organizing it with his helpers.  This show hosted by 
POCC is the first in the valley each year.  POCC is one of the many 
organizations who helped 45,000 less fortunate children receive a toy 
last year.  It is also our club’s opportunity to support the next 
generation, and emphasize that we are not just supporters of the last 
generation!! 

Pontiacs of Central California Novembers 14th meeting is election night 
for officers for the 2017 year.  Consider yourself as being one of those 
who lead.  The rewards to you will be beneficial. 

Thank You, Dennis Simonson 
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Minutes  
 

 
Pontiacs of Central California 

Call to Order Oct.10, 2016 Meeting called to order by Dennis Simonson.  

Guests:  No guests  

Minutes: Motion to accept by Judy Garrett and 2
nd

 by Paula Yost.  No changes and approved. 

Treasure’s report: Paula Yost reported very little activity. Madera Fair income. Veterans parade 

fee out going.  

Newsletter Report:  John Berglund: Thanked Elaine Fisher for her article in the newsletter and 

reiterated the need for features and articles. 

Webmaster Report: Brian Massey reported that some people had received email that was not sent 

from him. Warning to not open.  Brian is back from the wilds and will be catching up with the 

website. 

POCI National Report: Ron Berglund and Willa off and running.  

Birthdays/ Anniversaries:  Bill Richards to get a year older this month. The Garretts are 

expecting their first grandchild, a new prospect for club membership down the line. 

Old Business: Motion made by Paula Yost to donate $100 to Veterans as part of the parade 

celebration and 2
nd

 by Bill Richards.  Passed by majority present.  Ron Cappola to assist with parade 

line up. 

Bill Tenison reported on Toys for Tots show.  Santa still needs a big chair.  

New Business: Nominations for new officers are now being considered and accepted.  Anyone with 

an interest should let Dennis Simonson know.  

Andy Hoff reported on progress of spring show: Park is reserved, questions on what we want to 

achieve (profit and donations), more support from dealers, fees, hotels, promotion and gearing up. 

Andy also has a box of old Smoke Signals if anyone wants them. 

Activities: Christmas Party arranged $23. Joel Garrett made a motion that the club, pay $10 and 

members pay remaining.  2
nd 

by Bill Richards and passed.  All guests pay at reg. rate unless invited 

by the club. Mustang club Fallen Heroes show was well attended by the Pontiac Club. Several cars 

received recognition. Activities section, in newsletter. 

Ladies Lunch: There being no (admitted) ladies birthdays for this month our lunch will be at the 

Elephant Bar, Oct. 26, 11:30.  Cheryl will be sending reminders. 

Next meeting:  Nov 14, 2016 at Denny’s, Blackstone and Herndon, 7PM. 

Attendance drawing: Miles Humphries.  Not in attendance. $$$$$$  

Submitted:  M. Walter, Sec. 
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Help us KEEP THE PONTIAC LEGACY ALIVE! 

 If you are not yet a member of POCI and would like to check out our monthly 
magazine, Smoke Signals please email or call the club office and we’ll mail you 

a complimentary copy and an application form to join up. 

 POCI is the largest Pontiac club in the world! Our monthly magazine has great 
articles; you will get access to our technical advisors and the best classified ads 
(on-line and in our magazine) for Pontiac, Oakland and GMC vehicles and parts 

for sale and wanted. 

 See more details on our website www.poci.org.Call 877-368-3454 or 
email pociworldhq@aol.com (say: Free Smoke Signals please! and include your 
name and mailing address). 

 Paul Bergstrom, POCI Club Office Manager 

 

 

http://www.poci.org/
tel:877-368-3454
mailto:pociworldhq@aol.com
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016 

President             Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net               
Vice President  Bill Tenison           559-999-9416 bilteni1030@yahoo.com
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Judy Garrett 559-479-1636 calbug61@aol.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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The October ladies luncheon had a great turnout at the Elephant Bar Restaurant.  The 
luncheon was held even though there were no birthdays for October.  Regardless of 

this, a good time was had by everybody in attendance. Cheryl Richards 

 

  

 

 
Ladies luncheon 
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warrior’s rides 

  1994 25
th

 Anniversary Trans Am Convertible 
Owned by Brian & Janet Massey 

 

The year 1969 was a long time ago . . . so long ago that most cars cost less in dollars than they weighed in 
pounds.  Pontiac knew when it launched the Trans Am model in 1969 as the high-sport Firebird, that it 
would be a head turner.  When they released the bright-white, blue-striped Trans Am convertible with a big 
honking motor in 1994, it was still an attention getter.  The 1994 25th Anniversary Special saw the 
reintroduction of the convertible and a GT version of the TA.  (Only eight Trans Am convertibles were minted 
in 1969, making it one of the most collectible Pontiacs of all time.) 1 Since the debut of the Trans Am in 
1969, through December 1993, more than 785,000 were produced. 2 

 

The following information is according to a Pontiac NEWS press release, dated January 7, 1994: 
“The Trans Am symbolizes Pontiac driving excitement at its highest level, and it's for that reason we are 
introducing an anniversary edition on its 25th birthday,” said Pontiac General Manager John G. Middlebrook.  
“Pontiac will only build a limited number of the highly contended 25th Anniversary Trans Am's.” 
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The anniversary model includes a 
bright white exterior, bright blue 
centerline stripe and front fascia 
emblem, a gray 25th Anniversary decal 
and bright blue Trans Am door badge 
and 16-inch five-spoke white aluminum 
wheels with anniversary badging on 
the center cap.  Inside, white Prado 
leather seating areas include “25th 
Trans Am” embroidered in blue on the 
seatbacks, as well as on the door 
inserts. 
 
We purchased this car from former 
POCC member Dan Seibert in 
November of 2006.  Most of us first 
saw this car at one of the early Toys for 
Tots shows.  Here's the story behind 
that:  Dan found the car online, and 
flew to Lincoln, Nebraska to purchase 
it.  He bought it, and began driving 
home the same day!  He drove to 
Oklahoma City and stopped for the 
night.  The next day Dan drove to 
Needles, CA, where he stopped.  At 3 
a.m. he continued his drive home to 
Reedley.  Dan arrived home, washed 
the car, and then drove it to the Toys 
for Tots show!!  He'd put a few miles on 
the odometer, which only had about 
5,000 miles on it when he left 
Nebraska. 
 

A couple of years later, I remember 
being parked next to Dan and the 
Trans Am at a show in Tustin.  It was 
such a pretty car!  He may have given 
me a ride after the show, but I'm not 
sure.  After owning the car several 
years, Dan decided to sell the Trans 
Am in 2006.  When he took me for a 
test drive, I was hooked!  We bought it 
because we thought it would be fun to 
have a convertible.  Also, the idea of 
having an air-conditioned car to drive 
on POCC cruises was very appealing.  
We have enjoyed driving the TA on 
several club outings, but we don't drive 
it much otherwise.  Currently, it has 
24,290 miles on the odometer – still 
quite low for a 1994.  It has all the bells 
and whistles, such as cruise control, 
power windows, an after-market CD 
player and alarm system. 
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Pontiac produced 2000 of the 25th Anniversary models.  Of this number, only 250 were convertibles.  Of the 
250 convertibles, only 51 were equipped with a cassette player; and this one has that feature.  This TA 
convertible has a no-fuss power top with a glass window.  The 275-hp Corvette-derived LT1 350 V8 is a gut-
rumbler – and fast!!  Car and Driver listed the stats as 0-60 mph in 6.1 seconds, with a top speed of 153 
mph1; although I cannot verify this information . . . I always go the speed limit!!! 

-article by Janet Massey 
1 
Car and Driver magazine

 

2 Pontiac
 News (a release from the Public Relations Department of Pontiac Division)
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On October 1, the first, of what I am sure will become an annual show; Fallen Hero’s Car was held at the Sierra Vista 
Mall.  It was put on by the Local Mustang club on a beautiful un-seasonally warm Saturday. 

Was told they had approx. 120 vehicles pre-registered, but by the end of the day over 250 entries participated.  

Club members attending met at the McDonalds at Shaw and Clovis Ave so we could enter the show together. They 
had a Pontiac Class as well as a Muscle Car class which our members were divided into by their preference. 

Entering the show was a little unorganized but after a few minutes we were directed to our chosen classes.  

Within a couple hours, the show field was filled with a unique collection of Cars, trucks, and Motorcycles. 

The Mustang Club did a fantastic job of gathering show sponsors so all proceeds generated by entries and raffle was 
going to be donated to Fallen Hero organizations. 

Each entry was also treated to a complementary Tri-tip lunch which was excellent. 

The voting was participant style with the exception of each ballet had specified classes to be judged by each 
participant to deal with friends voting for only friends cars. 

John and Ron Berglund’s Catalina rec the Best of Show award. Congrats to them. 

  

I am sure this will become an annual show that POCC will be attending every year 
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Some Star 

Wars 
characters 
made an 

appearance 
and were 
happy to 
pose for 
pictures 

while the 
storm 

troopers 
were 

manning the 
police 

vehicles. 
There was 
also a goat 

and one 
potbellied 

pig present 
at the 

show!!!  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 November 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

18 
 

 

  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 November 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

19 
 

  

 

  

The threat of rain didn’t keep too many away at the annual Mariposa Car Show which is held at 
the fairgrounds. The rain never came and the afternoon was very nice. The Chamber of 
Commerce did a good job organizing the show, there was a vender’s row and all participants got 
a coupon for one of the food booths. A special appearance was made by Horny Mike from the 
show Counting Cars that is filmed at Counts Kustoms in Las Vegas. Horny Mike made the rounds 
chatting and taking pictures with everyone in the show field and then helped present awards. 
Judges came around to inspect cars early in the day. Ron and John Berglund’s 1965 2+2 won best 
paint and best upholstery. 
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Hot Rod Coalition did it again! Another class act of a show was held on October 29th & 
30th. Cars were lined up to get in at 7am Sat. the majority of which being street rods and 
customs. The field was jammed full; the buildings were used as well for cars and local 
pinstripe artists showing off their talents. Many signed pieces of art were auctioned off. 
There was a row of vintage drag cars on one end of the show and a large swap meet on 
the other. There was a good amount of vendors including food booths and once again 
805 was a major sponsor. POCC was represented by Ron & John Berglund, Dennis & 
Camron Simonson, Bill & Cheryl Richards & Mike King all of whom won a top 50 award.  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 November 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

22 
 

 

  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 November 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

23 
 

 

 

  

Visit http://www.hotrodcoalition.com for all event Photos. 

Andy Hoff and Joel Garrett were selling parts at the swap meet. Live music was playing 
all day, the first of two bands started at 8:00 am. Mike and Larry King set up a nice 
Vukovich tribute display with a banner and two vintage race cars.  The Madera Fair 
Grounds had plenty of room to put on such a large show without being crowded. A 
cruise that was scheduled for Sunday got rained out. 

 

http://www.hotrodcoalition.com/
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Need Activity Info?  

Contact  Judy or Joel Garrett
 

November 30 – Ladies Luncheon Location TBD 

December 

December 11th – Club Christmas Party Madera 

Ranchos Café  

Ron Berglund will look into a ride down 

Christmas Tree Lane 

 
Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 

559-479-1636 

calbug61@aol.com 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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