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President’s message  
 

AUGUST 2016 

The eighth month of the year is August, and it is here.  It is considered the busiest time for tourism because it 
falls in the school summer holiday period.  Some of you would say it is the warmest month in temperature 
living here in the valley. 

A couple of points on the recent Central California Blood Center Car show held on May 28th, 2016 is that 
Central California is the sole provider of blood and blood products for the 30 hospitals in Fresno, Madera. 
Mariposa, Kings and Tulare Counties.  They must collect 5,000 to 6,000 pints of blood monthly to meet the 
needs of our valley.  I think most of us take this for granted, and that think blood just flows from a faucet.  I 
want to thank the members again of POCC for their donation of blood to the Blood Center.   My hope is that 
none of us, family or friends needs blood, but we will continue to support the Blood Bank. 

Four Pontiac cars from our club made their way to Bellevue, WA.  They were either being driven by the owner 
or transported on a trailer.  The Garretts, Hoff’s, and Simonson's left on Sunday July 10th.  The Fishers left a day 
later.  My day started out with replacing a very good tire with a small hole in it which the tire repair shop 
would not put in a boot patch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drive was very nice because time allowed us to make frequent stops if needed, and hotels were set up 
ahead of time so we didn’t have to scramble in the afternoon looking for lodging.  Lake Shasta was 90% plus 
full of water which made the scenery around the lake very beautiful.  Mt Shasta also was covered in snow 
which made it look majestic. 

When we arrived at the Hilton Hotel in Bellevue, we were greeted by the Northwest GTO Legends folks.  They 
were helpful in directing us to the unloading area, and where to store trailers and tow vehicles.   The show 
promoters lost the first site for show attendance parking, but found another location a few miles away.   We 
were told the area had very expensive housing in it with Bill Gates home only a couple blocks away from the 
school we had for parking.   They provided 24 hour security up to Monday morning day after show.   
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Pres Message con’t   
 

 

 

The underground garage at the Hilton Hotel was set aside for cars that would be in the Concours judging.  This 
is where Sam and I parked our vehicles.  Joel and Andy parked their vehicles on the top parking lot over the 
garage which was the popular vote area.    Judging for Concours cars was on Friday and popular vote cars on 
Saturday. 

The Northwest GTO Legends program gave many options of entertainment to take part in.  Several went on 
tours of museums or seminars.  Diane and I took shuttle to old down town Bellevue and walked the streets 
going to shops, park, and a very large indoor mall.  On Sunday we took the down town Seattle tour which was 
fun.   

On Saturday afternoon was the Car Cruise.  The Garretts and the Hoff’s offered us to ride along with them.  We 
went with the GTO Judge car which turned out to be a lot of fun.  The one little town we drove through, there 
was this kid yelling out to Joel that his was the best car he had ever seen.  Let me remind you that over two 
hundred cars went on this Cruise.  The Cruise started at the hotel and we were escorted out of town, making 
our way to Snoqualmie Falls for the first stop.   The officials led us to the local school where the cruise vehicles 
parked.  We then loaded on buses which took us to the Falls.  That was a great idea because it was after 5pm 
and you would think nobody would be around.  Wrong! Hundreds of people were at the falls and no parking 
available for cars.  I am glad GTO folks did their homework.  Back to buses for next stop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

This picture of Elaine captures the excitement we all felt after we were informed that we are now going to 
TRIPLE XXX Drive Inn for food.  The Triple XXX Drive-In is something else.  The walls and ceiling were covered 
with nostalgia from all around the US.    They severed burgers, fries, and malts, just like the drive-ins from the 
sixties.   
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Pres Message con’t   
 

 

 

Late Thursday afternoon was the judge’s meeting with Concours owners. It was very informative and 
interesting.  As I had mentioned earlier Concours Cars were parked in the underground garage which had 
locked doors at night.  The Judges told us when they come in those doors Friday morning 8:30 am to judge, 
every one steps away from their car with no more preparations on it.  Friday morning arrives quickly.  Judges 
are on time.  Each Judge carries a stick LED Flashlight.  They found my bottom radiator clamp needed to turn 
180 degrees.   They also found two body bolts are incorrect.  Those two bolts were replaced by me because 
the old ones were questionable when replacing body back on frame.  They spent about 1-1/2 hours on my 
vehicle.  Each Judge was very polite and informed you of the infractions.  Saturday morning was the popular 
vote day for remaining cars that weren’t in the Concours group.  There were approximately 15-20 various 
classes of vehicles for the people to choose from. 

On Sunday, several of us took the downtown Seattle bus tour.  There was plenty to see and do, plus there 
were many different foods from around the world to partake in.  We wrapped up the day by attending the 
Sunday night award banquet held at the Hilton Hotel.   

Monday morning Diane and I headed to Everett, WA to tour the Boeing manufacturing plant.  The next stop 
was the Spruce Goose in McMinnville, OR.  We eventually made our way to the Oregon Coast and spent 
several days sightseeing. 

Dennis Simonson 
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Minutes  
 

Pontiacs of Central California 

Call to Order:  July 11, 2016 Meeting called to order by Bill Tenison. 

Total of 13 members present.  Many members are at car shows and conventions out of state. 

Guests:  No guests   

Minutes: Motion to accept minutes made by Brian Massey and seconded by Bill Tenison. No 

changes and approved. 

Treasure’s report: Paula Yost also gone but Tom Yost gave report in her absents.  

Newsletter Report:  John Berglund:  Need more of the same. Anyone going to any of the many car 

shows of the season should send pictures. Write a line or two for the newsletter. The success of our 

newsletter depends on us. 

Webmaster Report: Brian Massey: Brief report on Christmas party. Restaurant needs to contact 

suppliers before giving final price on dinners. Little change is expected. Fliers are out: Sunday Dec. 

11th 4pm. till 8 pm. absent.  Co-ordination of pictures, from John to Brian for newsletter and website. 

POCI National Report: Ron Berglund: One of the members that are off to convention of POCI. 

Birthdays/ Anniversaries: .Paula and Tom Yost are going to celebrate their (I thought he said 53rd 

anniversary) this month. Amazing when you see how old Paula says she is. 

Old Business: On hold while attending shows out of state. 

New Business: Bill Tenison made a motion to spend $135 for Toys for Tots fliers. Motion was 

seconded by Brian Massey and passed. 

Activities: We see bowling in our future. Ron Coppola mentioned that the Mustang club is going 

to have their 1st inaugural car show at the Sierra Vista Mall on Oct. 1. Ron expressed the need for us 

to support their efforts as they have always supported our Toys for Tots. 

Ladies Lunch: on July 27th at Asian Bistro corner of Ness and Ingram.  

Next meeting Aug. 8, 2016 at Denny’s.  Blackstone and Herndon, 7PM. 

Attendance drawing: Andy Hoff. One of the bunch, out of state. 

In the absence of half the club the meeting was short and sweet. 

Submitted:  M. Walter, Sec. 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016 

President             Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net               
Vice President  Bill Tenison           559-999-9416 bilteni1030@yahoo.com
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Judy Garrett 559-479-1636 calbug61@aol.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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The July 2016 POCC Ladies Luncheon was held at the Ginza Asian bistro in Fresno.  Although there was only a small 
group of us this time due to vacations, the 4 of us had a great time celebrating Paula’s birthday. 

 
Ladies luncheon 

Happy 
Birthday! 

Paula!! 
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warrior’s rides 

  
1972 Pontiac Lemans by Mike King 

Last year in January 2015 and I was at the Barrette Jackson Scottsdale Arizona auction. I had been watching some of 
the 1968-72 GTO’s and began becoming more and more fond of them. I decided to go on the search to see if I could 
locate one that would be something I could I own. I looked all over the United States trying to find a 71-72 GTO. I 
found a Very Nice Red one with black vinyl top and black interior with bucket seats a/c big block and other factory 
options. The owner and I came upon a price and I agreed to buy it. The car was in North Carolina and the owner sent 
me a sales agreement and I signed it and then wired the money to his Wells Fargo account. He called that day and 
said they couldn't find the wire transfer. On Monday I tried many times to contact him and he wouldn't respond to 
me. He sent me a text saying he would let me know when wells Fargo found the wire transfer. After ten days had 
gone by he sent me a text and said he decided not to sell the car and wouldn't give a reason. It took some time 
(approximately 2 weeks) when he finally sent and I got a Wells Fargo Cashier’s check in a USPS express mail 
envelope.  

I was relieved at the moment and my stress was over but I had lost out on a beautiful 1972 GTO.  I was going to 
forget about another GTO but I went back to hunting and I found a 1972 LeMans that looked pretty cool. I found the 
Pontiac LeMans in Illinois and decided to work out a deal and have it transported. Then it was time go to work on 
it. There were several things the guy had done or started that I didn't care for such as racing bucket seats, Mickey 
Thompson cyclone wheels with too small of tires with 15" and 14", a 1970  Chevrolet Chevelle console, and after-
market gauges.  It had a column shift column with the shifter nub left behind with no shift arm and an old Sun tach 
glued in the Clock hole in the dash and a brightly painted Ford blue alternator that had to go ( that is go to 
chrome!!!) 
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I wanted the Lemans to look like a Factory 
built Muscle Car!!!  I decided that I could 
go to work on it and make changes that 
would enhance the car and make it look 
like Pontiac could of built it!!!. I put in a 
complete new dash with the rally pack 
Gauges, I put in a restored set of factory 
bucket seats and put new factory style 
seat covers front and back, also installed a 
restored factory floor shift steering 
column because I decided to put a Pontiac 
factory floor shifter and console with the 
correct shifter and casted factory panels 
with new wood grain applique’s. I also re 
chromed the front and rear factory 
bumpers and straightened the trim 
around the windows and vinyl top and 
had them re-chromed. I decided put a 17" 
version of the Pontiac Rally wheels which 
is a casted one piece version of the 
factory  15" steel Rally wheel with trim 
rings. I also decided to add the Pontiac 
Hood tachometer to complete the Factory 
muscle car look and factory options. 

 I always felt that the LeMans name badge 
was a cool name and all in all I am Glad 
That the GTO deal fell through and I am 
very pleased that the LeMans turned out 
so nice and I have received numerous 
appreciative comments on what has been 
done to present this 1972 Pontiac. I am 
very pleased to add this beautiful 
1972 Pontiac LeMans to my Pontiac 
Collection.  

Sincerely, Michael King   
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The Road to the 2016 GTOAA National Convention 

As you know, several members planned to attend the GTOAA national meet in Bellevue, Washington from July 13 to the 
17th.   Well, we attended and made it home without any serious incidents or even a tiny accident, which was good for all 
concerned. 

On the 10th at 8:00 AM or so, the Garrett’s, Hoff’s and Simonson’s left for the road trip North.  The Fisher’s and Bersett’s left the 
following day.  All were towing car trailers and all were excited to get on the road.  The first group stopped in Yreka for the first 
night and Vancouver, Washington for the second night before driving into Bellevue at Noon on the 12th.  The second group drove 
a bit farther each day and arrived soon after.  After some confusion regarding where we could park and where our truck/trailer 
combos could stay that first night, we settled down for a great five days of nothing but GTO’s.  The Garrett’s, Hoff’s and 
Simonson’s stayed at the Hilton while the Fisher’s and Bersett’s stayed next door at the Red Lion. 

Our hosts were the members of the Northwest GTO Legends who, despite a bit of confusion, were very flexible and 
accommodating.  This was evident in the work that went into the venue for the Concours Judged classes.  The outside of the 
building was lit by a great Pontiac dealer neon sign as well as identified by a huge Pontiac Dealer Balloon.  Inside the bottom 
floor of the parking garage, more posters, signs and displays only enhanced the opportunity to wander through nearly 100 
beautiful GTO’s and A-Body’s.   
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The Popular Vote Show Field was the next level up, on the top deck of the parking garage.  Although it’s hard to imagine, 
Joel and Andy’s cars were up there for all five days and only one small fine mist of rain came by.  The Popular Vote Show was 
on Saturday and it was a lot of fun to look at so many GTO’s (plus Fierro’s and Firebird’s).  The Swap Vendors area included 
three or four sellers who had some great stuff for sale to complement the retail vendors stationed in the registration area 
on the ground floor of the Hilton.  Great weather for the convention was a nice surprise for everyone (this included the haul 
up and back as well). 
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There was plenty to do as the group broke up 
for several meals and activities.  Joel and Andy 
took the tour to the LeMay Family Collection 
Car Exhibit in Tacoma which was almost 
overshadowed by the building that held 
it.  They also visited the Museum of Flight 
which was awesome.  Other activities included 
shopping at the high end Bellevue Mall, visits 
to local restaurants and even a jaunt to the 
Botanical Garden.  Everyone met at a local 
Mexican Restaurant for dinner on Friday 
evening and had a great time with a lot of 
stories being passed around.  Then we all 
joined the crowd at the Red Lion for the 
Parking Lot Birthday Bash for Jim 
Wangers.  He looked like he was having a 
great time and even sang an enthusiastic 
version of G.T.O. with the crowd (should be up 
on YouTube).   Everyone hit the road for the 
Snoqualmie Falls/XXX Root Beer Drive in 
Cruise.  The burgers were huge, greasy, and 
tasted great (but not really good for 
you).  Many also took the bus into Seattle and 
spent time at the Locks along the river (with a 
great view of spawning Salmon),  the Space 
Needle, Rock n’ Roll Museum and Blown Glass 
Gallery and Garden followed up by a stop at 
the incredibly crowded Pike Place Market.  No 
flying fish, but plenty of long lines (don’t go 
there on a Sunday afternoon!).     

The Sunday evening Awards Banquet came all 
too soon.  The event was top notch with 
decorations and a program that moved right 
along.  We all shared one table and were 
thrilled when it was announced that Sam and 
Elaine earned a Silver Award for the ’69 
Judge.  Then, it was a double win for POCC 
when they announced that Dennis and Diane 
had earned a Gold Award for the Tempest 
Custom S.  It took a great deal of work to get 
both cars prepared to face the GTOAA 
Concours judges. 

Dennis and Diane stayed on in the Northwest 
for a week of vacation before heading home 
while the Fisher’s and Bersett’s left Monday 
morning along with the Garrett’s and 
Hoff’s.  The road was safe and uneventful for 
all as we ended our GTO week in the 
Northwest.  Andy Hoff          (Link Below)  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iRb-I5VNiw 

 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iRb-I5VNiw
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Our trip to Bettendorf, Iowa, for the Pontiac National Convention, started out with some disappointments.  John 
and I spent over a week detailing and fine tuning the 1965 Pontiac 2+2, the trailer and car were ready, but the 
pick-up wasn’t.  We started having problems with the pick-up coming home from Pismo Beach, Father’s Day 
Car Show.  The symptoms were that it lost boost to the Turbo while pulling a hill, on the flat it ran perfect.  We 
took it to the diesel mechanic and they diagnosed it as a bad Turbo, after replacing the Turbo it had more 
power but still had the symptoms.  We ran out of time to get the pick-up fixed (and they ran out of ideas, as 
what it could be) so we had to take our regular car, and leave the show car behind. 
 

We traveled across country for three days to arrive in Bettendorf IA, at the Isle Casino, where the car show was 
held.  The newly opened Casino is situated by the Mighty Mississippi River (Willa enjoyed a walk by the river 
every morning).  The Club had several activities planned for the week and it made it a fun week with plenty to 
do.  Willa enjoyed a tour of the Alcoa plant, where they turned aluminum cans into giant sheets of aluminum 
used to make car and airplane parts…..Ron had meetings all day that day and missed out.  Other tours were of 
the John Deere plant, and (of course) the Pontiac Museum in Pontiac, Illinois, both tours were very good.  The 
Club along with Ames Performance treated everyone to a live band and ice cream one night…..two of our 
favorite things, ice cream and dancing!!  There was dancing on the Riverboat also, along with the dinner on the 
Mississippi one night, good food and good fun.  While there Ron and I visited the Buffalo Bill Museum and The 
American Pickers Store (from the TV Show).  One of Ron’s highlights was to meet Arnie Beswick and get his 
picture taken with him.  He was the guest of honor at the awards banquet, and was given an honorary 
membership to the POCI. 
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Car Show Day was bright and 
sunny; it had rained the day 
before and was to rain again that 
night. The day was full of 
anticipation; Ron spent the 
morning doing point 
judging.  There were over 500 cars 
in attendance; the majority of the 
cars were under cover. As always 
there were some outstanding 
cars.  There were also a lot of 
vendors with car parts to be 
picked over. 
 

I am happy to inform you that the 
2017 convention is to be held in 
Fort Worth Texas, July 11 - 15, 

2017, at the Texas Motor 
Speedway.  All cars are going to be 
undercover.  Several of us are 
already planning to attend, so 
consider coming along, it would be 
fun to have a bunch of our club 
members in attendance. 
 

After the convention we spent 
another two weeks visiting 
several states and seeing the 
sites…..and are now happy to be 
back home! 
 

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                August 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

25 
 

  

   
   

 

 
     

Need Activity Info?  

Contact 

 

 

September 2nd – Rods on the Bluffs 

October 1st-2nd – Eagle Field Drags, Firebaugh 

October 27th – Halloween Bash at the Berglund’s 

November 5th – Toys for Tots Show 

November 11th – Veterans Day Parade 

December 11th – Club Christmas Party 

 

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 

559-479-1636 

calbug61@aol.com 
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WANTED-- PONTIAC DEALER LICENSE PLATE FRAME FOR 

 

JEWEL MEYER PONTIAC 

WEST HOLLYWOOD, LOS ANGELES, CA 

   

CONTACT-- Dennis Simonson 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 


	8-2016 Newsletter Mike King 01
	8-2016 POCC Newsletter - Mike King

