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President’s message  
 

July 11th President Letter 

July is here, and if you are like me, I never have enough apple pie on July Fourth.  Hope you had a 
great day celebrating our freedom.  I would like to mention that the Straight Arrow newsletter is a 
publication of the members, by the members and for the members.  So feel free to add your two 
cents, articles, reports, photos, and stories from the membership.  That’s what we and this 
newsletter are all about.  Would you like to become a contributor?  Contact John B. or email in the 
information.  I think John will answer his phone up to 8:30 pm?  As they say on TV, operators are 
standing by to take your call.   

Kuddos to Andy Hoff.  Andy did a follow up story to Old Cars & Motorsports regarding the POCC 
April Car Show.  I have included a copy of it in this month’s newsletter.  You can usually pick up a 
copy of Old Cars newspaper at your local auto parts store.  Make sure you tell Andy Thank You for 
his good work. 

Four POCC Club members were present with their cars at the annual Pismo Classic Car Show on 
Father’s Day weekend.  Personally, I felt the attendance was down in cars and onlookers.  I want to 
thank the Kings for allowing me to occupy one of their spots.  We started to set up the show cars 
before six am hoping to beat rush of cars coming in.  But, tow trucks were busy hauling away 
vehicles which were parked illegally blocking our entrance.  It is amazing to watch how they can 
pick up a car with front wheel drive from the back with vehicle locked.   The day went well, and in 
the afternoon, I had a chance to go and see some nice vehicles.  I spoke with several Pontiac, Buick, 
Oldsmobile, and Cadillac folks about POCC.  Some had been to our show and all would like to come 
in the future.  Saturday night was cruise night which was a lot of fun.  I showed my Bonneville 
Convertible with many great compliments from people.  I won a trophy, knit shirt, and lots of polish 
and soaps from Mother’s.  My Grandson Cameron spent the three days with Diane and I.  He was a 
tremendous amount of help setting up car and loading/unloading.   Sunday was well attended and I 
left around noon to go back to hotel to start loading Bonneville.  The rest of the group went to 
Trophy presentation which means they had to haul my award back to Fresno.  I am still hearing 
about that!  I have also included a photo of a stop we made which we can talk about at a later date. 

Vice President Bill Tenison will be heading up July 11th Car Club meeting.  Several of us will be 
attending Pontiac Conventions in Iowa and Washington State.  And I am sure club members will 
also be taking vacations.  Please everyone drive carefully and be safe.    

Thanks 

Dennis 
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Photo of a stop we made, more to follow… 

Article by Andy Hoff in Old Cars & Motorsports 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                 JULY 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

4 
 

 

 

  

 

Minutes  
 Pontiacs of Central California 

Call to Order:  June, 13, 2016.  Meeting called to order by Pres. Dennis Simonson at 7:00 PM.  

Guests:  We start them young. The Fishers brought their grandson who says he is a future GTO owner. 

Minutes: The minutes of May, were amended. The rain was at the Tower car show not Kingsburg.  Motion 
to approve minutes 1st Ron Berglund and 2nd by Bill Richards, motion passed. 

Treasure’s report: Paula Yost gave report on final profits from car show and noted there were still shirts 
and calendars. 

Newsletter Report:  John Berglund: Great article in last newsletter on Frank’s 1954 Pontiac. Need more of 
the same. Anyone going to any of the many car shows of the season should send pictures. Write a line or 
two for the newsletter.  

Webmaster Report: Brian Massey, absent. Brian sent word on availability of the restaurant for the 
Christmas party this year. Looking at Dec. 11.  

POCI National Report: Ron Berglund: This year’s convention has 140 more cars registered. There is a 
membership of 9200. That number has been decreasing in recent years and there is a need to bring in new 
members. Ron has been sending out requests for other clubs to host the next Western Regional. Finding: 
that several clubs are having trouble keeping up participation. 
Smoke Signals is now working to appeal to the younger car guy and gal. 

Health and Welfare: None known.  

Birthdays/ Anniversaries: .Joel Garrett‘s Birthday was the day before the meeting.  Tina and Janet are the 
Birthday ladies this Mo. 
Andy and Diane will be celebrating 46 years of wedded bliss.  

Old Business: Report back on search for storage and for now we will be using the same old system as 
costs for storage are high.  
Bill Richards is still working on getting necessary non-profit status so that we may be able to raffle 
something in the future. 

New Business: Motion to go ahead with the Dec. 11 date for the Christmas party. 1st by Ron Berglund and 
2nd Paula Yost. Approved.  
Bill Tenison recommends going to a 10 AM starting for Toys for Tots. Discussions on changing classes for 
show as high end cars are now favored, using Adam Haro as DJ, and the need for more space.  
Andy Hoff is already working on it. 2017 Central Valley Classic will be May 5, 6. Discussion on reducing the 
# of classes and the need for so many trophies. Follow up on participants and surveys very favorable. 
Discussion on whether we should donate proceeds of Central Valley Classic. Should we make that a 
commitment in our fliers? Question on whether there was even enough to donate. What is our community 
involvement? 
Bill Richards made a motion to donate $3,000. To The Honor Flight. The motion was 2nd by Sam Fisher and 
passed by club. 
Ladies lunch on June 29th at BJ’s.  
Next meeting July 11, 2016 at Denny’s.  Blackstone and Herndon, 7PM. 

Attendance drawing: Richard Borough. Absent, more for the next meeting. 
 
 
Submitted:  M. Walter, Sec. 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016 

President             Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net               
Vice President  Bill Tenison           559-999-9416 bilteni1030@yahoo.com
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Judy Garrett 559-479-1636 calbug61@aol.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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Ladies luncheon 

We celebrated Janet and Tina's 
birthdays.  Janet selected BJ's 

restaurant in Fashion Faire on Shaw 
and First Street in Fresno. 

 

Happy Birthday! 
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warrior’s rides 

  
When a ‘Driver’ is Good Enough… By Andy Hoff 

For most of my Pontiac years, I have had one ‘good car’ and another Pontiac that didn’t run or didn’t run well.  Our 
’67 GTO served as our club and show car and did well until the 2014 Regional at Bass Lake.  Upon arriving home after 
the show, a freeze plug in the back of the block let go and I just parked it in the garage, thinking I would get right on 
with tearing it down and getting it back on the road.  Well, I didn’t. 

We wanted to participate in club activities so I set about searching for a decent driver to fill in while the ’67 wasn’t 
being worked on.  During a month’s long search on Craigslist, a 1964 beige Catalina Ventura kept popping up.  It 
would be listed for a while at more than I wanted to spend, and then taken off only to reappear again at the same 
price a few weeks later.  Now, I am not really a ‘big car’ guy although a few have ended up in my garage, so a kept 
looking.  Finally, the car was listed again for three thousand less than before accompanied by some decent photos 
and description so I called and went over. 

Basically, it was a 20 to 30 footer with a lot of originality to it.  The engine had been rebuilt just 5,000 miles ago and 
the transmission had only 4,000 miles on it.  The only hitch was that it had been over ten years since the work was 
done.  The paint was okay although there were quite a few dents and waving spots in the bodywork.  The interior 
was very original however the driver’s side of the front bench seat was badly worn.  It started right up and drove 
okay although it obviously needed more work.  I made a much lower offer and the young couple who owned it finally 
said okay.   
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The car doesn’t have many options; 389 
two barrel, automatic transmission, 
power steering, radio and clock (neither 
work) and the Ventura trim package.  No 
power brakes or A/C.   The Ventura 
package included tri-color seat covers, 
deluxe carpet, and additional trim and 
badging. 

After it came to our house, I proceeded 
to replace a number of parts including 
the radiator, shocks, plugs, etc., along 
with replacing the original whitewall tires 
and hubcaps with a set of American 
Torque-Thrust D wheels and 
radials.  Some in the club noted that it 
was a real dad’s car with the original set 
up. 

After a year, the interior was reproduced 
at Manny’s Upholstery from materials I 
found at SMS Fabrics in Oregon.  The 
carpet and package tray were also 
replaced and the rest of the interior was 
cleaned up and/or reattached. 

We did learn more about the history of 
the car when we attended a spring club 
event at the Triangle Drive In.  A couple 
sitting in the next booth over asked if the 
beige Catalina was ours and we said it 
was.  Turned out that they owned the car 
for several years and sold it to the young 
couple we bought it from (who had 
owned it for eight years).  We learned 
that the car had ‘at least 200,000 miles 
and probably more’ and had made a 
couple of cross country trips during their 
ownership.  They enjoyed seeing the car 
once again and even sat in it for a while.   

The car has served us well as a driver 
although some in the club are quick to 
point out that the engine compartment 
and trunk have not been refurbished.   I 
kept saying that ‘it is a driver, not a show 
car.’   I’m sure we have all had ‘drivers’ in 
the past and enjoyed them for what they 
were, a Pontiac that keeps you close to 
the hobby and doesn’t demand (or 
deserve) a big investment.  Our ’64 has 
done just that. 
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Since we have now acquired a ’64 Lemans (GTO Tribute) that will need cleaning up, new parts and a paint job before 
it hits the street, the Catalina will stay around for a little while longer, probably going up for sale in October or 
so.  Since the ’67 GTO is close to being finished (has to be done by July 10 when we leave for the GTO Nationals!!!!!) 
we plan to keep it off the road for a while since it looks new once again. 

I think it’s good for our club to have a wide range of cars, from show cars to drivers (and projects) so that we 
continue to have variety and a place for anyone who wants to join.  See you down the road. 
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Four POCC Club members were present with their cars 
at the annual Pismo Classic Car Show on Father’s Day 
weekend.  Personally, I felt the attendance was down 
in cars and onlookers.  I want to thank the Kings for 
allowing me to occupy one of their spots.  We started 
to set up the show cars before six am hoping to beat 
rush of cars coming in.  But, tow trucks were busy 
hauling away vehicles which were parked illegally 
blocking our entrance.  It is amazing to watch how 
they can pick up a car with front wheel drive from the 
back with vehicle locked.   The day went well, and in 
the afternoon, I had a chance to go and see some nice 
vehicles.  I spoke with several Pontiac, Buick, 
Oldsmobile, and Cadillac folks about POCC.  Some had 
been to our show and all would like to come in the 
future.  Saturday night was cruise night which was a 
lot of fun.  I showed my Bonneville Convertible with 
many great compliments from people.  I won a 
trophy, knit shirt, and lots of polish and soaps from 
Mother’s.  My Grandson Cameron spent the three 
days with Diane and I.  He was a tremendous amount 
of help setting up car and loading/unloading.   Sunday 
was well attended and I left around noon to go back 
to hotel to start loading Bonneville.  The rest of the 
group went to Trophy presentation which means they 
had to haul my award back to Fresno.  I am still 
hearing about that!   
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Lifetree Annual Freedom Fest Car Show was held June 26th. 2016 at the church on Ave 13 1/3 in 
Madera Ranchos.  Pam Hanson heads up this show with proceeds going to active military troops. 
Care packages are sent to many of the troops who are serving our country.  The boost to the 
morale of the individuals receiving them has inspired the movement to continue.  This show had 
an assortment of foods, drinks, big raffles, and vendor booths.  At dusk was when the fireworks 
started.  Diane and I took the Bonneville which turned out to be the only Pontiac there.  Craig 
Hanson was the MC for the night, and handed me the trophy for Best Original Car.  Everyone had 
a great time.  We had the stars in our eyes on return trip to Clovis. 

Thanks Dennis 
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Need Activity Info?  

Contact 

 

July 

Due to the fact that a lot of club members will 
be attending the National POCI Show or the 
GTO show in Bellevue WA nothing has been 
scheduled for later in the month. 

July 27th – Ladies Lunch Location TBD 

August 

I will be checking on reserving a couple of lanes 
for a club bowling night.  This will be for the first 
Saturday in August. 

 

Looking way ahead – Mark your calendars 

October 27th – Halloween Bash at the Berglund’s 

December 11th – Club Christmas Party 

 

Check out past club 
activity photos and 

newsletters at…  

Activities Director 

559-479-1636 

calbug61@aol.com 

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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FOR SALE 

Mid-sixties Pontiac AM/FM radio 

Special features. Radio has wonder bar 

Call for pricing 559 906-8900 

Dennis Simonson 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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