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President’s message  
 

President Letter June 13th, 2016 
 
June is here.  At the June 13th POCC Club meeting, there will only be eight more days until 
the days become shorter.  June 20th is the official first day of summer.  Besides me, I am 
sure there are others whose green yards are drying up as it looks like another dry 
summer.  A few of us members will be traveling to Pismo Beach for Father’s day weekend 
annual car show.  We will enjoy the cool breezes from the ocean, and not complain about 
the morning fog.  Hot in Fresno means cool on the coast! 
 
Along with several other club members, I attended the annual Blood Bank Car 
Show.  Besides the POCC Club members, several other folks donated blood.  Their flyer 
advertised as “Driving TO a BEAUTIFUL Life.”   Donors received a T-shirt and other special 
surprises??  The new, recently opened, Jenny Eller Donor Center, is located on West Shaw, 
and has a lot of space to display cars.  I would guess that close to 70% were new cars at 
this event.   
  

Farmer’s Market event, June 3rd held in Old Town Clovis, was an enjoyable evening.  Seven 
Pontiac autos showed up along with some Chevy folks.    The streets of Clovis were filled 
with vendors and buyers.  The blackberries for sale where gigantic.  My favorite booth was 
selling Fresno State ice cream.   Picking the chocolate variety was the very best. 

Ron B and I motored down to Selma and visited with Jerry Fahrney at the Fahrney Auto 
Group.  We presented Jerry the” Thank You” sponsorship trophy and the April 2016 Car 
Show T-shirt.  Jerry has stepped up and been a good supporter of POCC events.  We at 
POCC are very appreciative of that.   
Don’t forget FRESNO STATE sweet corn is here. 
Thanks 
Dennis Simonson 
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Minutes  
 

Pontiacs of Central California 

Call to Order:  May 16, 2016.  Meeting called to order by Pres. Dennis Simonson.  

Guests:  Mark Estup, Mark has a 68 Firebird with a 350 engine that he is working on. 

Minutes: The minutes of April 11, were amended to change the spelling of staph to 

staff. Janet Massey moved to approve and motion passed.  

Treasure’s report: Paula Yost sent her second, in command Tom, with a treasures 

report.  All bills paid and, finance wise, the car show was a success.   

Newsletter Report:  John Berglund: noted that there were 2 paragraphs missing in one 

of the stories in the newsletter. To be corrected. Pictures from the Kingsburg car show 

were taken in the pouring rain. The pictures can be found on the Webb site. As always 

John is looking for cars and news. Lots of car shows. Do a paragraph or two and send it 

in for the newsletter. 

Webmaster Report: Brian Massey, absent. Web site, up to date, as per Janet. Thank 

you to Brian for getting the pictures up so fast on the Webb site. 

POCI National Report: Ron Berglund: This year’s convention promises to be bigger 

and better than last year. There are already many more cars registered. You can keep up 

with the convention by reading Smoke Signals. 

Health and Welfare: No known problem that anyone wanted to share. 

Birthdays/ Anniversaries: .Judy Garrett will be?? On the 20
th

. Lori and Tom 

Sandlin will celebrate their 9
th

 anniversary this Month.  

Old Business: Review the need for storage.  Ron Berglund and Dean Davidson will 

look into costs, as well as ease of use for a storage unit.  

New Business: Andy Hoff ran down the various areas of the car show and asked for 

input on areas we can improve upon.   He also thanked the club for participation in 

making the show the success that it was. Sam Fisher reported 102 cars in show, 13 day 

of show, 7 no shows, and 4 cancellations.  

Trophies that were not used at show to be held for Toys for Tots show. Thanks also to 

Mary Lindamun for all the pictures and also thank you to Bob Cook communication for 

radios.  

Activities: Ladies lunch on the 25
th

, Blood bank on the 28
th

, Clovis Farmers market on 

June 3. Many ongoing shows to attend. 

Next meeting June 13
th

 at Denny’s.  Blackstone and Herndon, 7PM. 

Attendance drawing: Jeannie King, present. 

Submitted:  M. Walter, Sec. 

 

Submitted; M. Walter, Sec 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016 

President             Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net               
Vice President  Bill Tenison           559-999-9416 bilteni1030@yahoo.com
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Judy Garrett 559-479-1636 calbug61@aol.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at 
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you            
would enjoy, JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 
Dean Davison                           2015 
Ron Berglund                           2014 
Bill Richards                              2013 
Keith Watts                               2012 
Jack Fusari                                 2011 
Dave Valla                                 2010 
Carl Smith                                  2009 
Joel Garrett                        2008 
Greg Griggs                               2007 
Bill Richards                              2006 
Andy Hoff                        2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                            2003 
Joel Garrett                     2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                               2000 
Michael Yoshihara                   1999 
Glen McGhie                             1998 
Joel Garrett                     1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                            1995 
Jeff Boyle                         1993-1994 
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Ladies luncheon 

Happy 
Birthday 

Judy! 
 

Eleven POCC ladies gathered at the Daily Grille Restaurant to attend the May Ladies 
Luncheon.  Everyone had fun celebrating Judy’s birthday while eating fantastic food. Thanks, Cheryl 

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                June 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

6 
 

warrior’s rides 

  

“Chief Joseph” by Sharon Geiger-Mascola 

For as long as she can remember, Sharon Geiger-Mascola spent her summers 

on the northern Idaho Camus Prairie, spending time with her grandparents. Her 

grandfather was a businessman; the Administrator for the TB sanitarium in 

Weimar California, it is east of Sharon’s home town of Auburn California. After 

a number of years, her grandparents retired to northern Idaho. In 1954 Sharon’s 

grandfather purchased a Pontiac Chieftain which she now owns. The Chieftain 

which Sharon affectingly refers to as; “Chief Joseph”, was passed down to her 

after her father passing. 
 
Her father meticulously maintained the vehicle, all the while garaged in Idaho. 

This “barn fine” is not your ordinary find, with only 39,585 original miles, near 

perfect original interior upholstery and headliner, and original paint and chrome, 

this “barn fine” is a real gem. 
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Mechanically, the 268 cubic 

inch flat head straight 8 

produces 127 horsepower, 

connected to a four speed 

hydra-matic transmission, 

which gently pulls you along 

with plenty of reserve power. 

There are two options on 

“Chief Joseph” the sun visor 

over the windshield and 

power steering. 
 
Other options that were 

introduced on the 1954 

Chieftain were; power 

brakes, power front seat and 

air conditioning.  The  

predecessor  of  the  

Chieftain  was  the  Torpedo  

1940-1948,  the successor 

to the Chieftain was the 

Catalina 1950-1981. 
 
Sharon hopes to enter Hot 

August Nights this summer 

in Reno, as well as other 

local car shows in the 

Valley, providing there are 

no major mechanical 

hiccups. Wanting to make 

“Chief Joseph” special, 

Sharon purchased Black and 

Yellow California license 

plates and selected AAG 

1954. AAG are the initials 

of her grandfather, Albert 

Aloyouis Geiger and her 

father, Albert Arthur Geiger. 

1954 is the year of the car. 
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Why Chief Joseph? 
 
Chief Joseph was the leader of the Nez Pierce Indian tribe that roamed the 

Camus Prairie of northern Idaho, and eastern Oregon. Sharon wanted to 

maintain ties to her childhood summers and nicknamed her car; “Chief Joseph”. 
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1954 Pontiac History 

            Pontiac had big news for ’54, for the first time since 1948 they had a second model line 
of automobiles in addition to the standard and Deluxe Chieftain line. The Star Chief Line was 
very reminiscent of the Torpedo Eight released in 1940, a luxury eight cylinder automobile 
available at a very low price. The Star Chiefs rode on a 124” wheelbase and featured an overall 
length of 213.7 inches, the additional 11 inches of length was all at the back and the trunk 
capacity was enormous. They were only available with Pontiac’s venerable straight eight 
engines, further improved for its final appearance with an increase in horsepower. The rear 
leaf springs were fully 5 feet long and had 6 leaves to carry the additional weight, another 
change standard on the Hydra-Matic equipped models was a 3.23 axle ratio to retain good 
performance. The Chieftain models carried over from 1953 with the exception of the 
convertible, which was only available in the Star Chief line, and the sedan delivery which was 
phased out of production.  

        The Star Chief line consisted of 3 body styles, a convertible, a 2-door hardtop and a 4-
 door sedan split into Deluxe and Custom trim levels. Visual clues to identify these models are 
the 3 “stars” on each rear fender “fin”, 5 slender “Silver Streaks” on the deck lid, and bright 
visors over the tail lamps that sweep forward along the rear fenders.  

        The Star Chief Custom Catalina hardtop was the top of the line model available in 6 
exclusive color schemes, solid colors of Biloxi Beige, Coral Red or Maize Yellow, or two-tone 
combination of those colors with Winter White for the upper body color. The Catalina interiors 
were color-keyed to the exterior paint scheme and available as all-leather or a leather and 
nylon fabric combination. The Customs also featured deep pile carpeting front and rear plus 
molded armrests integral with the door panels. The new Star Chief Custom Sedan was a 4 door 
sedan version of the luxurious Catalina hardtop. It was offered in the same 6 exclusive color 
schemes and matching top quality interiors, even the doors offered the sleek molded armrests 
of the Catalina. The Custom sedan was distinguished from the Star Chief Deluxe sedan visually 
by the addition bright trim on the C-pillar just behind the rear quarter window.  

        The remaining 2 Star Chief models were the Deluxe convertible and Deluxe 4 door sedan. 
The convertible was available in 10 body colors, 4 different top colors and 4 two-tone interior 
combinations. New for ’54 was the use of Morrokide upholstery in place of leather, this 
material proved to be eminently durable and remained in use for years to come. The Deluxe 
sedan came in 17 body color combinations paired with 3 interior colors of patterned nylon 
upholstery. The rear floors featured deep pile carpet while the front floors were fitted with 
molded synthetic rubber “carpet”, the upholstery and floor coverings were color-keyed as you 
would expect. Full wheel covers were standard equipment, the Pontiac name appearing twice 
surrounded by a white band.  
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        The Chieftain line was built on 4 body styles, 2 door versions of hardtop and sedan, a 4 door 
sedan and a station wagon. There were 3 trim levels, Special, Deluxe and Custom. The Special 
trim level was available on the 2 and 4 door sedans and as either a 2 or 3 seat station wagon. The 
Deluxe trim option could be applied to the hardtop, 2 and 4 door sedans and a 2 seat station 
wagon, while the Custom trim level was exclusive to the Custom Catalina 2 door hardtop. The 
Deluxe Chieftain trim basically carried over from 1953 with restyled emblems on the hood and 
deck lid, new rear fender medallions and a winged hood ornament. The full disc wheel covers 
also featured a white band as opposed to the red band of the previous model year. The Special 
trim was upgraded with stainless steel gravel guards on the rear fenders instead of the previously 
used black rubber. There was a staggering array of colors and interior upholstery options within 
the Chieftain line, depending upon the trim level and body style that you selected. New this year 
was the color-keyed steering wheels used in all Custom and Deluxe interiors; previously only the 
Super Deluxe or Custom Catalina models featured a color matched steering wheel.  

        Pontiac was known for having an extensive list of optional equipment to choose from and 
several important new options were added for 1954. Power brakes, electric front window lifts, a 
“Comfort-Control” front seat and air conditioning topped the list; minor new options included the 
“Safety-Cushion” instrument panel pad, courtesy lamps at both ends of the dashboard and a 
wide, brake pedal extension on Hydra-Matic cars without power brakes to comfortably permit 
left foot braking. Power steering was introduced the year before and the system was improved 
by a reduction in the steering gear ratio and the decision to use the quieter vane type hydraulic 
pump exclusively. A new horn button proclaiming Power Steering was installed on all Deluxe and 
Custom models so equipped.  

        Pontiac engineers could claim another first with the “packaging” of their air conditioning 
system. Prior to the availability of air conditioning on a Pontiac, the evaporator unit was housed 
in the trunk over the axle and ducted up through the parcel shelf to the interior. Pontiac 
engineers placed their evaporator on the engine side of the cowl and ducted the cool air through 
dashboard vents. This established a precedent that was copied by every other manufacturer 
within a few years and is still used today.  

        Optional equipment often requires specific additional equipment to function as it was 
intended, there can also be “packaging” issues that govern what is available. The air conditioning 
option was only available when paired with an eight cylinder engine and Hydra-Matic 
transmission; it also required the installation larger 7.60 x 15 tires and a host of other 
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changes including a 3.42 axle ratio. Autronic Eye was not available on cars equipped with air 
conditioning and the padded instrument panel pad was not available with either air 
conditioning or Autronic Eye. Wire spoke wheel covers were available on Deluxe and Custom 
models except with fender skirts.  

        This would be the final year for both of the Pontiac “flathead” engines. The six had been 
extensively upgraded for 1953, but it was further improved with a new distributor and engine 
valves treated to the new Aldip process. This involved dipping the valves in a bath of molten 
aluminum; the thin coating was expected to double the life of the valves. The power output for 
the six remained the as it had been in 1953. The straight eights were fitted with a larger 
carburetor and matching intake manifold which resulted in a 5 horsepower increase, power 
output was now 127 @ 3,800 rpm and developed torque was 234 ft. lbs. @ 2,200 rpm. The 
noticeable change to the eight was the new upright spark plug wire bracket that “fanned” the 
wires out toward their respective cylinders. The increased distance between each of the cables 
meant it was far less likely to have electrical current loss before reaching the spark plug, more 
available voltage means longer plug life and increased resistance to carbon build-up. All 1954 
models were fitted with the compound fuel / vacuum pump to insure satisfactory windshield 
wiper operation.  

        The most popular model remained the Chieftain Deluxe 4 door sedan, the vast majority of 
these were equipped with the straight eight and Hydra-Matic transmission. Pontiac had 
dominated the mid-priced family sedan market since the late 40’s by offering an eight cylinder 
sedan combined with an extensive list of options and accessories. Sales slipped from the 
previous year, most attribute this to the fact that Pontiac was still using inline flathead engines. 
While this is certainly true, road test data from ’53 and ’54 was very favorable for Pontiac with 
regard to overall performance, fuel economy and of course, durability. Excepting other General 
Motors’ products, Pontiac offered optional equipment unavailable by any of its competitors in 
the low mid-priced field. 1954 model year production tallied 287,744 automobiles. The Star 
Chief line was very successful with 115,088 cars sold, of these only 571 were Synchro-Mesh 
models. Chieftain Eights accounted for 149,986 units, of which 29,906 were manual 
transmission models. The Chieftain Six total was 22,670, with 19,666 manual shift cars. Pontiac 
sold 265,074 eight cylinder 1954 models and 234,597 of them were equipped with Hydra-
Matic, right to the end of production, the straight eight with Hydra-Matic was a winner! 
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Reedley May Street Fair Car Show 

On May 1st, Willa and I arrived in Reedley at 
approximately 8 am with the 2+2.  We found a 
place to unload and as luck would have it, we got a 
prime spot in the intersection, across from the 
registration booth.  The weather was great, many 
raffle prizes were given away (we won a couple 
ourselves), we saw some friends, made some new 
ones, and did our usual (which is expected now) 
couple of dances in front of the DJ booth.  We had 
many compliments on our club’s car show which 
was the previous day….this is always too nice to 
hear.  When all was said and done the 2+2 took 1st 
in the muscle car category, Best of Show, and 
$100.00 from the Lions Club.  Willa had her hand 
out…… 
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509 American Legion Post Car Show, May 14th 2016 

The car show was well attended with over a 100 cars.  We entered the 65 Catalina 
2+2 in the muscle category.  It was a nice day with many spectators.  They had as 
usual, a great BBQ, raffle prizes, and free breakfast burritos.  As you can see from 
the picture the car received best in Class and Commanders Trophy. 
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There was a nice turn out for 
the Blood Bank Show; there 
were at least seven cars 
from POCC. 

Probably fifty to sixty other 
makes of cars. The weather 
was good; and there was 
always a line for the blood 
drive. 

Judy Garrett and Dennis 
Schwarz were lucky winners 
in the raffle drawing. 
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Southern California Pontiac Chapter 
May 21, 2016 

We were on the road again, this time bound for Southern California at 3:00 a.m.; we 
arrived in Yorba Linda at 8:15.  We unloaded and placed the 2+2 among 
approximately 85 other Pontiacs.  We were pleased with the amount of attention 
that the 2+2 drew even though we were in the furthest corner by the trash bins! I 
was pleased to be able to see and connect with old Pontiac friends: Les Iden, Dave 
Anderson, and the President of the So. Ca. Pontiac Chapter, Joe Digrabo.  Jim 
Wanger’s brought his GTO Judge….he honored us letting us take his picture with us 
by our 2+2.  As always, I talked up the idea of the Southern California Chapter 
taking on the Western Regional Car Show sometime soon…..as usual “they will 
think about it, but don’t have enough help”…or an answer to that effect. We were 
having lunch with the Iden’s when we were pleasantly surprised by the Garrett’s, 
who were in the area, visiting and joined us!  Of course Joel wouldn’t pick up the 
tab! When the awards were handed out, we received Best in Class and Best of 
Show. We got home at 9:30 p.m., a long fun day! 
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                          Pontiacs at Stanton’s Garage 

                               May 12th-14th 

                               May 19th-20th 

                              Dan Pessano Theater 

                               Clovis North High School 

 

At Pontiacs of Central California April 30th, 2016 car show, I was approached by Joel Presley, Director of Stanton’s 

Garages, about possible support for their event.  After formal introduction, Joel gave me a brief outline of the 

upcoming school play to be put on by Clovis East High School.  It was a comedy that was held at the North campus.  

The setting took place in an auto repair garage in about the late 60s.  The cast were dressed in period of time, and 

the music was some of our old favorites.  
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He asked if there would 

be any interest of POCC 

bringing autos to be put 

on display at the 

entrance before the play 

started each evening.  I 

thought this would be an 

excellent way for our 

club to participate in a 

community event. I had 

him send me an email 

with all the particulars so 

POCC members could 

decide at next upcoming 

meeting if others would 

be interested.  There 

were several people 

excited about doing this 

new adventure.  Each 

participant received free 

seats for the play, and 

free drinks and snacks 

were available. I took a 

car each night, and got 

the other vehicles lined 

up in an attractive order. 

We had a variety of 

collector cars other than 

Pontiac which included 

GMC, Ford, and Mopar.  

Diane and I attended the 

play one evening. We 

laughed and enjoyed 

ourselves.  We were 

amazed with the talents 

of the young high school 

students.  It brought 

back memories when I 

was in the Junior High 

class play.  Believe it or 

not, I was pretty shy in 

those days. 
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In appreciation of our presence, POCC had their logo on the program, and was mentioned as one of the sponsors of 

the event.  The Director invited me back stage and on the set which was great.  One of the evenings, I invited the 

cast to come out front and have their pictures taken with the cars.  Everyone had fun posing next to the cars. There 

are three separate theaters the High Schools use and they rotate between theaters throughout the year.  The 

automobile that was featured in the play as the problem vehicle was a Volvo. The mechanics had never seen a 

Volvo, and had no clue as to how to get it back on the road.  I might add that the crew was as dysfunctional as the 

car.  I tried to have a Volvo be represented out front on display, but found none that were functional!  

 Thanks for all help in support this event.  Dennis Simonson 
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Need Activity Info?  

Contact 

 
 

June 

June 29 – Ladies Lunch Location TBD 

July 

The hot weather will be upon us.  Any ideas for 
cool activities? 

 

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at 
pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

Activities Director 

559-479-1636 

calbug61@aol.com 
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General Membership Meetings: 
Second Monday of the Month 

Denny’s  
30 E Herndon Ave  
Fresno, CA 93710 

Phone: 559-435-5638 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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