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Wow, what a busy month of April 2016 for many of us. It started out on April 9 th with the annual Tower Car Show
in Fresno. The Tower Show committee was very faithful to the show as it had been raining for several hours, and
continued into mid- morning. They set up their awnings and greeted the few who were willing to get wet. Several
of us planned on meeting at the show location around 4:00 am, but after a few phone calls between us, we
decided not to attend the show due to the rain. John Berglund went to the show in is daily driver to pick up tshirts and goodie bags for us. Bill Tenison was brave and drove his show vehicle to the show. My grandson and I
arrived around 11:30 am with about less than 100 vehicles there.
April 16th was the Kingsburg Car Show and was well attended by POCC members. POCC members met in Fowler,
and arrived in a group in Kingsburg. Dean Davison arrived early and saved several spots for POCC members to park
in. I felt that this was the most cars on display at the Kingsburg Car Show in quite some time. The rained out
Tower Car Show could have caused that. The Kingsburg Car Show is not an individual car judged show. The
awards/trophies handed out are by popular vote from other car entries. None of us from POCC received any
awards or trophies.

April 17th was the Black Pot cook off in downtown Clovis. The BOOT association of Clovis decided to ad car show
vehicles to this event for the first time. We were allowed to enter show field area around 8:00 am. Black Pot folks
started around 10:00 am. Again this was not an individual judged car show. Popular vote by car entries
determined the winners. What is interesting about this is that the Studebaker car group huddled together before
hand and voted for each other’s vehicles. This resulted in all trophies going to Studebaker cars. They had a best of
show trophy which wasn’t a Studebaker car, thank God but a 1963 Chevy. This was a long day with the trophy
presentation happening around 5:00 pm. Let’s just say that there weren’t too many Studebaker fans that
afternoon. The BOOT association needs to work more on this event. You might say we Pontiac people got the
“BOOT!”
And finally, April 29-30, was our annual POCC Car Show. Let me first thank all who stepped up and did something
to make this show work. Without participation from club members, it would be very hard to hold an annual show
with only a few people. I am very proud of all of you. Friday night Bar-B-Que went very well without any
surprises. Saturday several members arrived at the park before me which is good. My day started out early with a
few unexpected challenges, but still managed to bring five vehicles to the park. I had some friends from Prather
who arrived late Saturday afternoon and we begin returning vehicles to their respective area. When I returned to
the park after 5:00 pm, no POCC members were in sight. I went around the grounds to see if anything was left
behind and found nothing. Again, “Thank You” for leaving the park as clean as we found it.
Dennis Simonson
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Pontiacs of Central California
Call to Order: April 11, 2016. Meeting called to order by Pres. Dennis Simonson.
There were no guests present.
Minutes: The minutes of March. Motion to approve by Ron Berglund and seconded by Paula Yost.
Approved.
Treasure’s report: Paula Yost, Income accounted for by car show applicants, advertising on tee
shirts and dues. Expenditures include Pontiac Club banner, trophies, club tee shirts, City of Clovis.
Newsletter Report: John Berglund, roster update needed. Bill Richards’s car next feature. Requests
for anyone going to the many car shows this time of year to please do a small article, take pictures.
Webmaster Report: Brian Massey, Absent. Website up to date, as per Janet.
POCI National Report: Ron Berglund: Most of the activity is in conjunction with upcoming
convention in Bettendorf, Iowa. Ron and Willa are planning to attend.

Health and Welfare: Dave Valla was in and out of hospital recently.
Birthdays/ Anniversaries: .Dean had another birthday. No word on how many. April 1 was
Dave and Tina Valla’s twenty seventh anniversary.
st

Old Business: All business running together
New Business: Andy Hoff gave an update. Sam Fisher reported 58 registered for show.
Registrations slow due to weather and other activities.
Darroll Walter made a motion to allot Sam Fisher $50 for supplies involved in car show. Judy
Garrett seconded the motion and motion passed.
$200 was approved for raffle prizes to be purchased by Dave Valla. Reports on BBQ, Parking,
Trophies, Goodie Bags. Hotel, Raffle, Tables, Coffee.
Needs addressed for Staph in the areas of BBQ, Parking, Raffle, Judging, Selling raffle tickets,
50/50, clean up. Could still use some goodies for bags. Need more entries.
Last car show meeting Tue. Or Wed. of show week.
Activities: Near future is the Kingsburg Car Show April 16 as well as the Clovis Black Pot Cook
off car show featuring or own Brian Massey as cook. April 17.
Next meeting May 9, 2016 Denny’s at Blackstone and Herndon 7PM.
There will be a signup sheet along with agenda and activities notice.
Attendance drawing: Darroll Walter, present.
Submitted M. Walter, Sec.
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster

Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900
Bill Tenison
559-999-9416
Mary Walter
559- 299-4675
Paula Yost
559-970-4774
John Berglund
559-790-9271
Judy Garrett
559-479-1636
Brian Massey
559-645-8018

dsimonso@att.net
bilteni1030@yahoo.com
damawax4@sbcglobal.net
yostpaula@sbcglobal.net
johnberglund421@gmail.com
calbug61@aol.com
bjmassey2@gmail.com

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome.

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement:
OUR MISSION, FUN!
We are made up of a group of people with various
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em,
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em)
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or
anything in between.
We are individuals, couples, and families that like to
get together for a variety of activities. We host an
annual judged car show and participate as a club in
other local and regional car shows. We have
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs.

If this sounds like something you
would enjoy, JOIN US!
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Past POCC Presidents
Dean Davison
Ron Berglund
Bill Richards
Keith Watts
Jack Fusari
Dave Valla
Carl Smith
Joel Garrett
Greg Griggs
Bill Richards
Andy Hoff
Ron Berglund
Joel Garrett
Dan Seibert
Michael Yoshihara
Glen McGhie
Joel Garrett
Ron Berglund
Jeff Boyle

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2004-2005
2003
2001-2002
2000
1999
1998
1996-1997
1995
1993-1994
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Ladies luncheon
The month of April found the POCC ladies at the Applebee’s Restaurant. They
enjoyed a great lunch and had fun as they always do visiting. Birthday gal Renate
Troncoso had a great complementary Sunday that she thoroughly enjoyed.

Happy
Birthday
!
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“Lucky Find” by Bill Richards
From the time they were first introduced in the late 60’s I have always been inspired and anxious to someday own
one of the 60’s muscle cars. In my younger days, while attending school, I never really had the cash needed to
fulfill this fantasy. The opportunity had a small chance of realization right after I graduated from college but
reality soon set in. As soon as I graduated I began working full time, first for the US Army, then for CALFIRE and
finally for my wife, Cherie. So needless to say, this early fantasy didn’t have a chance.
During my career with CALFIRE it seems I was always on the go, experiencing extended work hours and
maintaining basically 24-hour availability during at least portions of the year. This, combined with the other
demands of life that we all have, limited my chances to pursue any hobby as challenging as old car restoration.
However, even with this reluctance I would occasionally find myself searching the “cars for sale” section of the
newspaper but never acting to pursue any of them. Then came retirement!
After I retired I didn’t immediately jump into the classic car hobby. I was actually still reluctant thinking that this
hobby was probably pretty expensive and so maybe it was good not to jump too soon. However, I did look at
several cars, mostly GTOs and Chevelles but could never settle on one.
Sometime in July 2003 I was in my normal position at the computer looking at cars on eBay when I came across a
1969 Pontiac Lemans. It looked pretty nice in the pictures and kind of looked like a GTO and, considering the
current high bid, seemed to be fairly priced. In addition, the location of the car was actually in Fresno and when I
communicated with the owner I found out that it was located about 2 miles from my house. Considering all of this
I decided that I needed to look at the car.
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When Cherie and I arrived at the location of
the car we met MattPontiacs
Cucchiara,
who we
of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
would eventually learn was a former
member of POCC. When I looked at the car
and got a little interested I began to wonder
if I was quite the mechanic that I thought I
was. Expressing this to Matt and explaining
that maybe I didn’t really know enough
about Pontiacs to take this on, Matt told us
about the Pontiac club and then told me to
“talk to those guys because they know
everything.” I still haven’t figured that one
out but after our negotiations I ended up
buying the Lemans.
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If my memory serves me correctly I was told
that the car came from Fowler where it had
been stored under a carport by the original
owner for many years. The person receiving
the car had done some work for the original
owner and had taken the car as a payment
for this. The second owner then had the car
repainted to its original palladium silver
color, replaced the vinyl roof, restored the
Rally 2 wheels and put new tires on. Mike
Cucchiara then purchased the car with
restoration plans of his own. With these
plans in mind he had additionally acquired a
OEM speedometer gauge cluster and a
replacement vinyl roof for the car. These
items came with the car when I purchased it.

As a rookie at the classic car restoration
business I began researching and analyzing
what I had purchased and what it would take
to make it look and run good. The car had
the bucket seat interior and a manual
transmission floor shift which were stock
items when the car was originally purchased.
Negatives included the wrong vinyl roof
which was covering some pretty bad rust in
the lower back window area and the car
smoked like it was on fire when you
downshifted. Other than this it was a good
original car to start with.
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My restoration efforts began by doing simple things all of which were wasted efforts until I finally figured out that I
had to do it right to be happy with it. The engine was then rebuilt by Shaw City Engines in Fresno. This was an
interesting process with a grumpy engine builder but we eventually became friends and got the job done. It only
had to be bored to 20 over and there has never been an issue with the engine since.
After receiving the engine back from the builder I encountered the need for Ames Performance. I eagerly waited
for my first $1000 shipment from Ames to be delivered. However, when it did arrive I was a little disappointed
that the box wasn’t really that big. Yes, I did realize at this point that this really is an expensive hobby.
During my work on the car the engine compartment was completely restored as was the interior which included a
dash restoration by “Just Dashes”. As expected, most of the back body panel behind the rear window was easy to
remove. It came out with the window. Luckily this was a relatively simple repair with an Ames body panel and a
welder that worked fairly cheaply. The whole thing was done for less than $500 including the panel and paint. This
was probably the best deal I got during the whole process.
Now the car was beginning to look and run nice. My next step was to go a little further by adding gauge package I had received
with the car to the newly restored dash. In addition, I replaced the original 3 speed Ford Dearborn transmission with a Muncie
4-speed. I later figured out this stock transmission was a heavy duty 3- speed manual transmission that Pontiac used in its
higher horsepower cars and is actually a pretty good transmission. I probably should have left It in the car but I still have it if I
ever want to put it back in.
We drove and enjoyed the 1969 Lemans for several years before Cherie made the announcement during a POCC club meeting,
“I’m going to get a Firebird Convertible.” Yes, this is an expensive hobby and it was just beginning. As I now have a GTO and a
firebird convertible, the Lemans has been passed to my son Brent who now drives and enjoys the car as much as we did. With
this arrangement I also get my hands on it now and then so I can still enjoy it. I always have to admit that this car probably runs
better and looks just as good as either of the other classics I own.
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Here is the Le Mans back in 2004. She’s in the process of getting a new vinyl top installed.
The Pontiac Le Mans is a model name that was applied to compact and intermediatesized automobiles marketed by Pontiac from 1962 to 1981. Manufactured in five generations, the
Le Mans line was replaced by the downsized Pontiac Bonneville for the 1982 model year and later
resurrected from 1988 to 1993 as a badge-engineered version of the Daewoo LeMans car
manufactured by Daewoo in South Korea.
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Last month a group of us met at the Wendy's off the 99 FRWY in Madera. A couple of members
invited family and friends to join us for the cruise up to Atwater to visit the Castle Air Museum.
The weather was perfect and the drive very pleasant without incidence. We then enjoyed our
packed lunches on the Museum patio before our guided tour. Many had not been to the Museum
in years and were greatly impressed with the new additions to the displayed aircraft. Because of
the size of our group we qualified for a reduced cost for the guided tour. After the approx. 1-1/2
hour tour of the included static display of planes many of us then opted to tour one of the Air
Force Presidential Jets they have recently added to the Museum. That additional tour was worth
the trip by itself. It was a very enjoyable afternoon and I would like to thank all the members,
friends, and family that were able to attend. Joel Garrett
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On Saturday April 9, at 5:15 am, I got up and started up the G T O and got ready to go to the
annual Tower Car Show. What was different that day than previous years was it was raining pretty
hard outside and I wondered whether I really wanted to deal with all the hassle of cleaning up the
mud and water on the car. I didn’t think too long about it, what could a little water do? I wasn’t
going to let that ruin my day!!
When I arrived at the show I was treated to the best parking spot ever! Right in front of the Tower
Theater on Olive Ave! I noticed only about thirty cars there. There are usually 200 or so by 5:00
AM! I felt like a real die hard car guy to be sitting down there waiting to see what would happen
and watching my baby get soaked!
I walked over to get my goodie bag and treats and sat there hoping it would stop raining soon, lo
and behold it did! All of a sudden there were cars arriving, the rain was slowing, so I started drying
mine off, the rain stopped and we were treated to a great show! I ran into John Berglund who took
some neat pics of my car in the rain and in front of the Tower Theater as well.
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There were some club members who ventured down there, minus their car though! Ron
Berglund, Dennis Simonson and the King Brothers all came by to sympathize with me; I think they
all wanted their 40.00 t-shirts!
I stayed for the awards ceremony, since I had a red dot on my headlight, I was curious to see
what I was getting! Lo and behold, I got second17in muscle car class! I got bested by a beautiful 70
Chevelle SS convertible concourse car! I didn’t feel too bad, though. All in all, I had a great time
meeting new people and talking cars and just hanging out! Bill Tenison
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It was a gorgeous day in Kingsburg with approximately 300 cars and trucks on
display. We as a club had 9 turn out for the event. David and I were able to secure
the South side of the main street just a short distance from the center of the action.
This provided plenty of shade all day and close to coffee/breakfast from Los Pepes,
one of our tee shirt sponsors. We had our new CVC Car Show banner on display and
there were several inquiries about our upcoming show. I believe everyone who
came enjoyed themselves. Most in attendance seemed to think the turnout was so
good because the Tower Show had been rained out the week before.
Looking forward to next year.
Thanks, Dean Davison
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Over two hundred cars showed up for the “Black Pot Cook Off”, in Clovis, April
23rd. Andy Hoff, Dennis and Diane Simonson, and John, Ron and Willa Berglund
attended from the Pontiac Club. It turned out to be a beautiful day for a car
show. There were plenty of cars to view, the usual food vendors, a couple of bands
and a DJ, and of course the samples from the “Cook off”. Ron and John were among
the first to arrive and pick their spot. The guys spent their day polishing and talking
about their cars, passing out brochures for their upcoming car show and napping (well
I know Ron did anyway…..he caught a few zzz’s at Boise Funeral Home, in the break
room…convenient for him!), the girls did some shopping! There were trophies for
first, second and third, for cars and motorcycles. The public picked the winners. It
turned out that the Studebaker’s took all three trophies for the cars. All in all, it was a
very nice day. Willa Berglund
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A Beautiful Day
If you think about it, when we go to ‘open’ car shows you might see twenty or so Pontiacs, Oldsmobile’s, Buicks, Cadillacs,
or GMC’s among the 200 or so entries. The 18th Annual Central Valley Classic Car Show on April 30, 2016 featured about 100
of these great cars and trucks without a single Chevy, Ford, or MOPAR to be seen; a really impressive
accomplishment. With entries from Oregon to Arizona, model years from 1928 to 2009, and entries from under
construction to Concours perfect, it was a great show and easily one of our best ever.
The Friday Night Barbecue (great food) saw fewer people than last year but great enthusiasm, great cars and a special
evening helping Jim Wangers celebrate his 90th birthday. We heard on Saturday from Dave Anderson that Jim only
scheduled two shows this year, our 18th Annual and the GTOAA Nationals in Seattle in July. That says a lot about our show,
the welcoming spirit of our members and his appreciation for what we do.
Saturday came early for many of us as we set up for the show. There were a few small glitches along the way however the
crew was able to roll past them and adjust arrangements as needed. I doubt anyone attending noticed anything. Cars
started lining up before 7:00 AM to enter the field and the registration and parking team was ready. The new entrance
down the main North-South sidewalk worked great as did the field set up moving ‘stock’ entries to the West and all
modified entries to the East. A couple of cars started off in the wrong classes because the owners were creative in selecting
the appropriate class but those taken care of. Jim Wangers spent an hour on KMJ with Craig Hanson, reliving the glory days
of Pontiac before most of the cars were parked. The opening ceremony went off without a hitch save the color guard
members whose flag staff got caught up in a low hanging tree branch, but they handled it well.
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After 10:00 AM, with everyone parked
and the vendors set up, it was as
smooth as a great paint job. The Tshirt/Goodie Bag booth was always
busy as was the prize raffle, Jim
Wangers rarely had time to take a
break as everyone wanted to visit with
him, and the vendors were kept busy
with lookers and shoppers. The DJ kept
us entertained and Larry Kitahara and
his wife Alice were able to join us for a
while and took the time to check out
the cars and pick the best of every
mark for special awards. It was great
to see Don Bonander walking the show
and talking to people about their cars
and the great trailers he had on
display. Things got very busy for our
Pontiac Café as people seemed to come
from everywhere to get in on the
delicious burgers and hot dogs. So
much so that Brian was looking for
hamburger patties, dogs and anything
else edible to cook. Everything was
gone by the end of the show save for a
few very cold water bottles.
In speaking with many of those who
attended the show, they couldn’t say
enough good things about the day
including how ‘full’ the show looked,
the food/vendor/display area, and
especially the weather. Two guys from
Southern California couldn’t get over
how great the day was saying nothing
could keep them from coming back
next year. If you took the chance to
just look around on Saturday at the
cars and the people, it was a beautiful
thing.
Everyone gathered for the awards
ceremony and there were plenty of
great cars to recognize. Award winners
loved the trophies and were excited to
get their picture taken with Jim. He
seemed to enjoy it as well. After a
great photo with all award winners,
people packed up their chairs, ice
chests, and spray on detail buckets and
headed home, hopefully feeling like it
was a day well spent.
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Overall, our t-shirts were a big hit, the prize raffle and 50/50 did really well, food sales were over the top, those who entered
the show really enjoyed a great day. Comments from the relatively few surveys we collected were universally positive
including comments like ‘great show, don’t change anything, great barbecue, great food, we’ll be back,’ made for a very
satisfying event.
It is nearly impossible to single out individuals who did this or that, except to say Dennis Simonson and Ron Berglund really
stepped up to ensure that our sponsors were in place and that many of the details of the show (including KMJ) were taken
care of. All of the team leaders including Bill Tenison, Dennis Baker, Brian Massey, Sam and Elaine Fisher, Frank Mascola,
Paula Yost, Dean Davison, and Dave Valla made sure that their areas were covered and then some. Safe to say that everyone
25should all be able to sit back and smile remembering what a
else who worked the show made the day a great success. We
beautiful day it really was. MANY Thanks to everyone. Andy Hoff

See all the CVC photos at pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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May
May 25

Ladies Lunch Location TBD

May 28

Blood Bank Car Show

Need Activity Info?
Contact

June
June 3

Rods on the Bluff

June 3

Clovis Farmers Market

June 29

Ladies Lunch Location TBD

Activities Director

July
July1

559-479-1636

Rods on the Bluff

July 15-16 Pismo Car Show Father’s Day

calbug61@aol.com

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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General Membership Meetings:
Second Monday of the Month
Denny’s
30 E Herndon Ave
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: 559-435-5638
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Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org

