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Happy Valentine’s Day
For January activity, Joel and Judy had planned a “Get the dust off your car run.” Since the rain was already doing
that for us, it was decided to meet and eat. They kept the theme the same as we met at the Triangle Diner. My
wife and I enjoyed burgers and shakes with many of the club members.
As a club, we have only two months and several days before the next annual Classic Car Show. As I have been
traveling around the community, I receive many favorable comments about POCC Car Show and excellent
comments about club members who go through the logistics to make it happen. I also have sponsors tell me that
they are very pleased to see their business name on the POCC Web site. I know years ago, it started small, but has
grown with good results. I have added some photos of a show at the Sportsmen Club which I think is in 19961997? Joel, in the photo, I think he is in his early twenties with his beard. We had the model car guy there also
showing his stuff [sorry I forgot his name]. Also the big Buick Highway Patrol police car was there, and my son and
family were working the snack bar. Also, if you look closely, the Wicked Stepsister race car was there and she was
loud as usual. In preparation for the show, Ron Berglund and Dan Bersett had to mow the entire field of high grass
before we got the grounds set up. However, when they finished mowing, they still had time to drag race the
mowers! This is what makes a good show in the end with all club members pulling together to do whatever it
takes to make the event a success. . Remember the show is not about us, but for the participating guests.

Andy has been doing great having accomplished all the details that needed to be done, except he needs more help
from Club members. Andy will give a full report at the February meeting with all the updates pertaining to April
30th car show. Make sure you are there, and don’t be bashful to step up and offer your help. Bill Richards has
volunteered to keep a list of potential donor’s whether they are doing raffle prizes, cash, or goodie bags. This will
help with not everyone calling on the same donor. Bill will explain how it works at February meeting. Also bring
your raffle prizes, and goodie bag stuff to the meeting.
Activities Chair folks, Judy and Joel Garrett, have planned Bunco Night for POCC Members. Make sure you sign up
and support them by showing up. In the past we have had some really good times if I win? Also Brian Massey is
doing the Daytona Race Party. The Daytona Party is where you can bring your Classic Car and practice burn outs in
street in front of Brian’s house! If you need to wet your tires first bring your own water, because Brian charges for
his. You’ll hear all this and more when they give their reports at the meeting.
Dennis Simonson
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POCC Jan 2016 meeting minutes
1. Call to order.
The meeting was called to order by President Dennis Simonson at 7 PM
2. Introduction of visitors/guests/speakers
Nick Dounias was introduced as the local representative of Hagerty Insurance.
A brief presentation was made regarding Hagerty Insurance for classic vehicles.
Mike Keith was introduced as a perspective new club member.
3. Approval of the minutes from the November 9, 2015 meeting.
Motion by Dean Davison, second by Jack Fusari and carried to approve the minutes from the November 9,
2015 as submitted.
4. Treasurers report.
Paula Yost reviewed the final 2015 financial activity for the club. Paula stated that the deposit made with a
check provided by Mike King was the most notable. Mike was thanked for his efforts that resulted in this
donation to the club.
5. Newsletter report.
John Berglund briefly reviewed the newsletter activity. He thanked Carol Adams for providing the
information on her Firebird for inclusion in the January edition. He also informed the club that a few of the
2016 club calendars were still available for purchase.
6. Webmaster report.
No report was provided.
7. Regional/POCI report.
Ron Berglund reported that the POCI planning on the national conference is proceeding. The change in
editors for the smoke signals magazine was reviewed. The new format for Smoke Signals looks good and
the magazine seems to have items of interest that spans the differing interests of members.
8. Birthdays/Anniversaries.
Cheryl Richards reported that Patti Tenison and Janet King had birthdays this month.
9. Health & welfare.
Dennis Simonson reported the sad news regarding the recent death of club member Curt Gunderson. Curt’s
Daughter Glenda stated that a memorial for Curt is planned for April or May and will be in the format of a
car show honoring Curt.
10. Old business.
Dennis Simonson presented an award to the 2015 club president Dean Davison for recognition of his
service.
John Berglund was presented an award from POCI. John’s efforts with newsletter resulted in the club
winning the POCI chapter award in this category.
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A. Committee for acquiring non-profit state tax ID number.
Bill Richards reported that this item should be moved to the February agenda.
B. Bylaws update. Addendum to bylaws concerning nomination of officers.
Bill Richards and Sam Fisher briefly reviewed this process and informed the club that the appropriate
action at this time was a motion to finalize this proposal.
Motion by Dean Davison, Second by Bill Tenison and carried to approve the change in the club bylaws
regarding the nomination process for club officers.
11. New Business.
Andy Hoff provided an update on the 18th annual Central Valley Classic Car Show.
This event will occur on April 29th and 30th and will consist of the traditional BBQ on Friday night with the
show occurring the next day. Approval for use of the park has been obtained from the City of Clovis and the
event will be listed on the Clovis Events Calendar. We will coordinate this with the Clovis Wine Walk
occurring on the 30th and may participate with some display cars. We should have the final flyers for the
show this week. Various advertising, contact lists and fund raising ideas were presented. Dennis and Andy
will coordinate contacts for fund raising to minimize the chance of multiple contacts with the same vendor.
Andy stated that the City is also interested in putting its own car show on and he has volunteered his time
to help.
The first Central Valley Classic Car Show meeting is scheduled for Thursday Jan 14. All club members are
invited as well as members desiring to participate in helping with the show.
12. Announcements.
Ron Berglund reported that an all Pontiac Car Show will occur on Jan 31 in Fullerton.
13. Activities.
A. Past events.
The Christmas party was a great success and Brian Massey’s efforts in setting up the event were
recognized. Ron Berglund was thanked for organizing the Christmas Tree Lane ride. Ron stated that he
would plan on doing the event again next year.
B. Upcoming events.
The 2016 activities chairperson Judy Garrett provided the activities report. The first club activity for the
year will occur on Jan 23. This Blow the dust off cruise will consist of a cruise and conclude with lunch.
The Feb event will be a Bunco party at the Garrett’s home.
Club members were solicited for ideas. A cruise and picnic was proposed at Casa De Fruta. Other ideas
were a trip to the Castle Air Base museum and the Bravo Farms new tourist stop in Kettleman City.
Judy asked if the club was interested in designating a few car shows during the year as club events.
After discussion the Kingsburg Car Show on Apr 16 was selected to be the first. A Friday night cruise site
was also discussed. The Missionary Baptist Church Friday night cruise-in was presented as a possible
site. Tentative plans were made to attend this event on a set night each month.
14. Ladies lunch.
Cheryl Richards reported that the January lunch will occur on Wednesday Jan 27 at Sal’s Restaurant located
at Fresno St. and Alluvial in Fresno.
15. Attendance drawing.
Paula Yost conducted the attendance drawing for $10. Richard Saulovich was selected as the winner but he
was not present. Next month’s drawing will be for4 $20.
The meeting concluded at 8:10 PM
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Remainder of Minutes from November 9, 2015
That was not included in the December newsletter, due to an error by “fill-in” secretary
Upcoming Activities
Veteran's Day Parade was discussed by Dennis Simonson and Bill Tenison. We will be in Div. 5, Group 13; and will
meet at 10 a.m. at Santa Clara St. This year features the U.S. Navy. After the parade, we'll meet at the Triangle
Cafe on Barstow, between First and Fresno.
Fall Guys Garage Crawl will take place next Saturday, November 14. Meet at 8:15 at McDonald's, Clovis and
Shaw, to tour Turner's west lot.
Annual Christmas Party and Dinner arrangements have been made at the Ranchos Cafe by Brian Massey. The
annual event will be held on Sunday, December 13, 4 – 8 p.m. Brian emailed out the information today and
reported that the Bonander's will be in attendance, and the Kitahara’s have also been invited. Cost is $10 for
each current club member, and POCC will cover remaining cost of $12.50 for each meal. Guests are welcome to
attend and would pay $22.50 each.
Ladies Luncheon
The October luncheon was well attended at Cafe Via. The November/December lunch will be at the House of
Kebab at 11:30.
Attendance Drawing
The $10 this month was won by Dennis and Ginger Baker.
Belatedly submitted by Janet Massey
(I apologize for leaving my notes at home when I took my laptop to Montana!)
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2016
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster

Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900
Bill Tenison
559-999-9416
Mary Walter
559- 299-4675
Paula Yost
559-970-4774
John Berglund
559-790-9271
Judy Garrett
559-479-1636
Brian Massey
559-645-8018

dsimonso@att.net
bilteni1030@yahoo.com
damawax4@sbcglobal.net
yostpaula@sbcglobal.net
johnberglund421@gmail.com
calbug61@aol.com
bjmassey2@gmail.com

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, at
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon at 7PM. interested visitors are welcome.

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement:
OUR MISSION, FUN!
We are made up of a group of people with various
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em,
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em)
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or
anything in between.
We are individuals, couples, and families that like to
get together for a variety of activities. We host an
annual judged car show and participate as a club in
other local and regional car shows. We have
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs.

If this sounds like something you
would enjoy, JOIN US!
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Past POCC Presidents
Dean Davison
Ron Berglund
Bill Richards
Keith Watts
Jack Fusari
Dave Valla
Carl Smith
Joel Garrett
Greg Griggs
Bill Richards
Andy Hoff
Ron Berglund
Joel Garrett
Dan Seibert
Michael Yoshihara
Glen McGhie
Joel Garrett
Ron Berglund
Jeff Boyle

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2004-2005
2003
2001-2002
2000
1999
1998
1996-1997
1995
1993-1994
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POCC birthday gal Patty Tenison selected Sal's Restaurant for the first Ladies
Luncheon of 2016. We had fun conversing with each other while having great
food. Thanks, Cheryl Richards
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2016 POCC President
Dennis Simonson is
presenting Dean
Davison his 2015 past
President
Appreciation Award.

Dennis Simonson
presenting POCC
newsletter editor John
Berglund his 2015
Chapter Editor Award.
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Curt Gunderson

1939-2015
The Pontiac’s of Central California car club lost a good friend
in December 2015 with the passing of Curt Gunderson.
A Memorial is being planned for this spring in honor of Curt.
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1984 Pontiac Trans Am or “Lost in the 80’s” by Bill Tenison
My Firebird Trans Am was originally equipped with a 305 carbureted V-8 engine mated to a 700-R4 4sp auto transmission with a 3:23 ratio peg leg rear end. In 84, the horsepower at the time was a
whopping 215 max on the HO model. You could also get a 2.5 liter 4 cyl or a 2.8 V-6 on the STD
Firebird se model, all were seriously underpowered! No wonder these cars have been mostly
forgotten over the years! Not much of a reason to want one!
The Pontiac Firebird T/A’s as well as their sister Camaro got a new full hatchback body. The sheet
metal was totally restyled, however their engines and transmissions were same as the Camaro,
which took away from the uniqueness of Pontiac which separated them from Chevrolet.
I bought my T/A on a lead I got from my friend Dave Hiatt, who at the time owned an automotive
machine shop. I didn’t really want a car, but I decided to call the seller and check it out. I met the
owner and took it for a ride, I made an offer, he didn’t accept it, so I went on my way. A couple
days later he calls me and makes a new offer, which I accepted. I brought the car home and began
going over what needed to be done on it. The engine was a 350 4 bolt, it was in good shape, the
tranny was a 700-R -4 and was in decent shape, paint and body work was the only issue.
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I asked an old friend of mine, Dan
Bersset, if he could Pontiacs
help me
paint it
if I
of CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA
did all the grunt work. He agreed to
and we only worked on it on
weekends, so it wouldn’t get in way of
our lives. We started on it in Feb of 06,
We proceeded to take it apart,
fenders, hood, front and back
bumpers, the body was taken down
to bare metal as well as the hood and
fenders. The bumpers were sanded
down and primed and wet sanded. We
finished it in June 06, the actual color
we painted it was Medium Royal Blue
metallic, which was the original color!
GM only painted Cadillacs and Trans
Am’s that color in 1984!

February 2016 NEWSLETTER

In 2014, I got tired of the low
horsepower so I took the T/A to Auto
House of Clovis to see about putting
an L S engine in it. I decided to go with
the E-Rod L S -3 pkg, which is the only
one California, will approve here. This
engine is a beast for sure! 430 h p, all
aluminum 6.2 ltr. I had to have a 4l60E
trans installed as well as having the
frame extended and a 3.73 posi 12
bolt rear end to control the beast! It
was in the shop from Feb 14 till May
14, but they did a superb job. I like
the fact that when I get in to start it, it
is instant, no more pedal pumps or
carburetor!
There are very few examples of the
1984 Firebird Trans Am’s around, far
too many of these cars ended up in
the junkyards to be scrapped out. No
one seemed to care much about these
cars!
These lost in the 80’s Firebirds and
Trans Am's ought to be saved where
ever possible. You can get one
reasonably enough and they look very
cool when brought back.
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1984 Engine Options
305 cu in (5.0 L) 4 barrel V8

Total Firebird production for 1984; 128,304 units

305 cu in (5.0 L) 4 barrel H.O. V8

Total Trans Am production for 1984; 55,374

(1500 anniversary edition models were made,

Total Ricaro production for 1984; 1,321

500 5-speeds)

14

Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

February 2016 NEWSLETTER

15

Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

February 2016 NEWSLETTER

I wanted to show fellow
club members how Bass
Lake could look like
when full of
water. While going
through hundreds of old
photos of ours, I ran
across these two which
surprised me. In the
summer of 2003, my
mother from Wisconsin
came out to visit. We
took her to The Pines
for lunch. If you
remember back few
years ago, they used to
rent the boats in front of
the deck where we held
the Friday night open
house party for show
participants. I was
really glad I found these
photos because it shows
how high the water
levels can be at Bass
Lake. Remember,
everyone was thinking
no Bass Lake Queen
rides because of low
water in 2014?!
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Well . . . I've given you a break from my ramblings for several months; so since February is when we all get romantic
(huh?!), below are some cute sayings from kids about love.
A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 year-olds ,
'What does love mean?'
“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her
all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's love.”
Rebecca - age 8
“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that your name is safe in their mouth.”
Billy - age 4
“Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other.” Karl - age 5

“Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.”

Elaine - age 5

“Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries without making them give you any of theirs.”
Chrissy - age 6
“Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.”

Terri - age 4

“Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and just listen.”
Bobby - age 7
“If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.”

Nikka - age 6

“Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day.”

Noelle - age 7

“Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know each other so well.”
Tommy - age 6
“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford.”
Chris - age 7
“Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.” Mary Ann - age 4
“When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you.” Karen - age 7
“You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget.”
Jessica - age 8

Be sure to tell the special people in your life how important they are to you . . .
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On Saturday evening July 16, Classic Pontiacs will leave the Convention Hotel to experience a cruise that only the Pacific Northwest can offer. The trip will take
you through Redmond, WA, the headquarters of Microsoft, past Marymoor Park with its 3,000,000 annual visitors and across the scenic Snoqualmie Valley that
connects the towns of Redmond and Fall City. The scenery is a combination of lushly green rural valley farmland framed by the heavily treed foothills of the
Cascade Mountain Range. From Fall City the route parallels the Snoqualmie River and then climbs sharply, winding up to one of Washington’s most popular
attractions – Snoqualmie Falls. More than 1.5 million visitors come to the Falls every year, where there is a two-acre park, a recently renovated observation deck
and a gift shop. The historic Salish Lodge & Spa was originally built in 1919 and overlooks the Falls from the restaurant windows. The Falls is perhaps best known
internationally for its appearance in the cult television series Twin Peaks. Fire walk anyone? No? How about Cherry Pie from Twede’s Café in North Bend? We'll
drive right by the cafe. For me, the Falls is best known for the over-the-top Salish Lodge country breakfast. Huge! Menu here!
The Cruise will take us past Snoqualmie Falls through the historic downtown of Snoqualmie – a turn of the century logging and railroad community. You will see
the vintage railroad cars parked along side the highway leading up to the historic Snoqualmie Train Depot now named the Northwest Railway Museum. The
Cruise will stop at nearby Mt. Si High School to board busses back two miles to view Snoqualmie Falls up close from the observation deck. There is not enough
parking at the Falls for our caravan.
At the Falls, the Snoqualmie River is diverted into two power plants that were built over 100 years ago and were recently updated for modern technology. The
flow over the nearly 270 feet high Falls produces a roaring thunder that sprays a thick cloud of blinding mist over and beyond the observation deck. My daughter
had some of her wedding pictures taken from the falls lower observation deck, escorted to the site in a ’65 GTO convertible, of course.
After returning to your car, the Cruise will turn back towards the hotel headed for theTriple XXX Root Beer Drive-in at Issaquah. The Issaquah Triple XXX is one of
only two Triple XXX drive-ins still operating anywhere in the Nation. The iconic barrel sign above the Triple XXX is the largest lighted Plexiglas sign in the West.
The restaurant serves up 1950’s style hamburgers, root beer floats and dairy concoctions in large serving sizes, and is proud to host frequent gatherings of
vintage automobile and motorcycle enthusiasts, including our own clubs' annual Muscle Car Meet in August for the last 29 years. Triple XXX’s menu features
entrees named after vintage autos and classic muscle cars. A sign in the XXX’s window declares “NOTHING WE SERVE IS GOOD FOR YOU!” Look for the GTO
burger created especially for our visit.
After a leisurely burger the Cruise will head home with views of the impressive skylines of both Seattle and Bellevue on the way. The nearly 50-mile trip will take
approximately 4 hours.
Registration for the convention is open NOW at the Northwest GTO Legends club web site. So, sign up for the car cruise to Snoqualmie Falls and join a caravan of
GTO's on a cruise to remember. See you in Seattle in July!
Registration at the Bellevue Hilton can be made now at 800-445-8667. Be sure to identify yourself as part of the July 13-19, 2016 GTOAA convention to receive
the discount rates of $157 per night rate at the Hilton and $129 at the backup hotel next door, the Red Lion.
Reservations can be made today for the Alaska Cruise on "The Legend" Carnival 21
ship on July 19 through 26 , 2016 by calling Diana Anderson at AAA Travel
at 877-802-6906 ext 63044 or dianaanderson@aaawin.com. Be sure to mention you are with the GTOAA group to get one of our reserved room block. Rates per
person start at $1,053, $1,253 and $1,603 for inside, view and balcony cabins. These rates include all taxes and fees. A deposit of $350 per person is due at
booking with the balance due April 15, 2016. You should plan on bringing your current passport.
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FEBRUARY
February 13 – Valentines Bunco This will be at the
Garrett’s house. 1682 Houston Ave. Clovis near
Fowler and Nees, Time: 6:30 PM. Bring either an
appetizer or dessert. We will provide sodas and
water. Bring whatever else you would like to drink.
RSVP by February 8th
February 21 – Daytona Party at the Massey’s
February 24 – Ladies Lunch Location TBD
MARCH
March 5 – Selma Auto Swap Meet – Does the club
want to reserve a space to promote our car show and
the club? Cost of the space is $20.00.
March 12 – Cruise to Castle Air Museum We will
meet at the Pilot Gas Station at Ave. 18 ½ and
99. Meet at 10:00 to 10:15. We will leave at 10:30.
Bring a picnic lunch (they no longer have a food
venue). We will have a guided tour at 1:00 which will
last 1 ½ to 2 hours. Cost is $6.00 for adults and $5.00
for seniors 60+. We need to have a group of 15 or
more to have a guided tour.

Need Activity Info?
Contact

Activities Director
559-479-1636
calbug61@aol.com

March 30 – Ladies Lunch Location TBD
APRIL
April 16 – Kingsburg Car Show We will caravan
down to Kingsburg together so we can all park
together at the show.
April 27 – Ladies Lunch location TBD.
April 29 CVC pre show BBQ
April 30 CVC 18th annual show @Bi-Centennial
Park in Clovis

Check out past
club activity
photos and
newsletters at

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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Antique Sled
I have is for sale. I am asking only interested parties call me.
Thanks
Dennis Simonson dsimonso@att.net
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General Membership Meetings:
Second Monday of the Month
Denny’s
30 E Herndon Ave
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: 559-435-5638
Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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