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Well fellow Pontiac enthusiasts,
Another year is in the history books and what a year it has been. We exceeded
expectations at our Annual Car Show and Toys-For-Tots Show thanks to
the leadership and dedication of Andy and Bill with their respective teams. It
already looks like next year is even going to be better yet. We continued to
have excellent turn-outs at our monthly meetings and nearly one new member
every month.
I want to thank our out-going Club Officers for their hard work and support this
past year. Without their dedication and support we would not have been able
to be where we are as a club today. I also want to congratulate our new Club
Officers for next year. I'm very confident that they will continue to lead our
club in a direction consistent with our Club By-laws and Mission Statement. I
would encourage you all to show them the same patience and support that
you gave me over this past year.
A final tech. note, please read the article on "Today's gasoline and our classic
cars" in the Smoke Signal. It explains why we have so many fuel related
problems with our engines. Briggs and Stratton make an excellent fuel
stabilizer which is good for up to three years.
Thank you all again for making this year as your Club President a very
enjoyable experience.
We want to wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year. Please drive extra cautiously during this Holiday Season.
Dean & Sheila
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POCC Minutes of
November 9, 2015 Monthly Meeting
Call to Order and Introduction of Visitors
Meeting called to order by President Dean Davison. There were no visitors this month.
Approval of Minutes for the October 2015 Meeting
Minutes were approved as written.
Treasurer's Report
Treasurer Paula Yost reported on club finances, including expenses for the Toys for Tots
show.
Report was approved as presented.
Newsletter Report
John Berglund reported that he is trying to get a calendar ready for January 2016, which
would
feature club members' cars. He will have calendars available soon and they will be
approximately
$20 each.
Webmaster Report
Brian Massey reported that he has posted some photos from the recent Toys for Tots show,
and more will be posted as they are received. He turned in a $50 check for a four-month ad for
the
club’s website that was received from Sky Lark Resort.
Regional / POCI Report
Ron Berglund updated us with news that “Smoke Signals” has a new editor, and will also
have a
new format. He reported that the annual POCI convention will be in Iowa, and there
are already about 160 cars entered so far. Ron also mentioned that John Berglund won an award
as Editor of the Year for our monthly newsletter. Congrats to John!
Birthdays / Anniversaries / Health & Welfare
November and December birthdays and anniversaries were acknowledged by Dean.
Old Business
Bill Richards reported on research done to acquire non-profit state tax I.D. for our club. The
POCI I.D. # isn't to be used. His committee was investigating whether we need our own tax I.D.
due to
the recent possibility of raffling off a guitar. There is no longer a need for a raffle
because the signed guitar (donated by Mike King) was sold to an anonymous buyer for
$2500. Mike also reported that $500 was deposited in the club's account as a result of club
members showing their cars at the
Madera Fair.
Andy Hoff gave an update on plans for the upcoming 2016 Central Valley Classic. He
passed around a sample of the flyer. There has been a change in the registration fee, and early
entry includes two dinners for the BBQ and a free tee shirt. Details can be found on the club
website.
Club members voted to again invite Jim Wangers to attend our annual show, if he is
available. Brian Massey will contact him.
Bill Tenison reported on our Toys for Tots show, which took place this past Saturday. Bill stated
that this was the best year ever in donations: 277 toys and $1626 in cash. The money will be
used by
the Marines to purchase two to three times as many toys as could be bought by
individuals for the same amount. There were 160+ vehicles on the field; and the new DJ was
good. A few participants were bugged by some entrants saving spots for friends who were not yet
3 time back to 10 a.m. Instead of 11 a.m. Bill
there. There was discussion about moving the start
agreed to be in charge of Toys for Tots again in 2016.
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New Business / Announcements
Bill Richards and Sam Fisher have been working on an Addendum to the POCC by Laws regarding
officer nominations. A printout of the possible revision was distributed and reads as follows:
“The following is submitted as a possible revision to the POCC Constitution and Bylaws. This would
replace article III-4.

4.

Election of Officers
• Officers will be elected at the November meeting from those nominated.

• The Immediate Past President will serve as chair of a nominating committee. This committee
can consist of just the immediate Past President or can include other members as deemed
necessary. During the October meeting the nominating committee will place into nomination a
slate of candidates consisting of one person for each elected office who is willing and able to
serve in this position for the upcoming year.
• During the October and November meetings nominations will be solicited from the general
membership for each elected office. These nominations along with those presented by the
nominating committee will be the candidates considered for election as club officers.”
After some discussion, there was a motion (Dean Davison) and second (Dennis Simonson) to
move forward with the revision. Vote passed. It is required that Revision be published in the
newsletter and it can then be voted on at the January meeting.
Ron Berglund reported on the Officer Nominations for the upcoming year:
President

Dennis Simonson

Vice President

Bill Tenison

Secretary

Mary Walter

Treasurer

Paula Yost

Activities

Joel and Judy Garrett

Motion to accept this slate of officers (Andy Hoff) and seconded (Dennis Schwarz). Vote passed.
John Berglund has agreed to continue as Newsletter Editor and Brian Massey agreed to serve as
Webmaster (non-elected positions).
NOTE: Remainder of Minutes from November 2015 meeting will be included in the newsletter at a later date. As
the substitute secretary, I neglected to finish typing the minutes before leaving for Montana, and apparently
neglected to bring my meeting notes on the trip. All information from the meeting is recorded, but I am unable to
access it at this time. I apologize for my negligence!
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Massey, for Secretary Mary Walter
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2015
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster

Dean Davison
559-476-7280
Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900
Mary Walter
559- 299-4675
Paula Yost
559-970-4774
John Berglund
559-790-9271
Andy Hoff
559-304-8836
Brian Massey
559-645-8018

deangdavison@sbcglobal.net
dsimonso@att.net
damawax4@sbcglobal.net
yostpaula@sbcglobal.net
johnberglund421@gmail.com
andiana766@gmail.com
bjmassey2@gmail.com

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month,
Denny’s @ Blackstone & Herndon. Interested visitors are welcome.

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement:
OUR MISSION, FUN!
We are made up of a group of people with various
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em,
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em)
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or
anything in between.
We are individuals, couples, and families that like to
get together for a variety of activities. We host an
annual judged car show and participate as a club in
other local and regional car shows. We have
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs.
If this sounds like something you would enjoy,
JOIN US!
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Past POCC Presidents
Ron Berglund
Bill Richards
Keith Watts
Jack Fusari
Dave Valla
Carl Smith
Joel Garrett
`
Greg Griggs
Bill Richards
Andy Hoff
Ron Berglund
Joel Garrett
Dan Seibert
Michael Yoshihara
Glen McGhie
Joel Garrett
Ron Berglund
Jeff Boyle

2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2004-2005
2003
2001-2002
2000
1999
1998
1996-1997
1995
1993-1994
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Ladies luncheon

10 POCC ladies enjoyed wonderful food
at the House of Kabobs Restaurant. This
was the last luncheon for 2015 and
birthdays for November and December
were celebrated. Birthday ladies
attending the luncheon were Willa, Kay
and Cheryl.
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Happy
Birthday!
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Art Fitzpatrick

1919-2015
The automotive and art worlds have both lost a good
friend with the passing of Art Fitzpatrick. The
legendary artist had a long career drawing for Disney,
General Motors and the Postal Department among
others.
We remember him as a great7 friend and guest speaker at
our Pontiac/Oakland Western Regional Conventions.
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This is just one of the hundreds of pictures done by Art
Fitzpatrick and his longtime art partner Van Kaufman. Art
did the cars in the ads, while Van did the backgrounds. If
you look closely in the lower left hand corner you will see
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two sets of initials; AF & VK.
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1973 FIREBIRD FORMULA LS by David Cuadros
I do not consider myself to be a “car guy”. I grew up on a small farm in Reedley, which was one of
the farms my dad’s family partnership owned. Since 100 acres did not provide enough income for
six partners, my dad worked as a janitor at Reedley High. It was there that a few teachers
convinced him that he could become a teacher himself, so he went back to school when I was a
sophomore in high school. I am proud of my dad, because he did become that teacher others saw
that he could be.
We were therefore not a car rich family when I was growing up and my dad was not a
mechanically minded person, so I have no foundation for cars and how they work. The first car
that I and my brother got to share was a 1971 Ford Pinto Hatchback, which we got from our
grandfather. At that time I really admired my friends and cousins cars, like the 1969 Firebird, 1968
Chevelle SS, and 1964 Chevy Malibu SS. Even though we knew the Pinto was not even close to
being one of those cars, we dressed it up with mag wheels and put box speakers in the back for
some better sounds. It served its purpose as transportation during my junior college days, but I
always longed for a cooler set of wheels.
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When I graduated from Reedley College, I
decided
to take
a year off of school and
December 2015
NEWSLETTER
bought my first car, a 1975 Chevy Camaro;
it was a metallic midnight blue with black
vinyl interior, 350 engine and automatic
transmission. When I went into Martins
Chevrolet in Reedley, I had my heart set
on getting it with a four speed
transmission, but was told the only way
to get one was to get it out of state and
then bring It back to California. Whether
this was true or not I do not know, like I
said I was not then nor am I now a very
car savvy guy. I just know what I like
when I see it. As it turns out, I was
probably better off with the automatic, as
in my younger days I was more of a risk
taker and prone to being a bit careless.
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I drove that car for only four years, at
which time I gave it to my youngest
brother, when I bought the only foreign
car I have ever owned, a 1979 Datsun
280ZX. I have owned many vehicles over
the years, but my favorite was my first. As
I said I only drove the Camaro for four
years, but it was in the family for a lot
longer. My brother gave the car back to
me around 1988 and I kept it for my son
who drove it a few years, until we gave it
away to a kid in our church in 1999. I have
always regretted not keeping that car.
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One day, in late 2010 I got home from
work and my wife told me to look across
the street into our neighbor’s garage.
There sat a red 1973 Firebird Formula
400, which my wife informed me was for
sale and that I should check it out. Not
quite a 1975 Camaro, but I liked what I
saw. Not knowing cars that well, I decided
to ask someone who does know a thing or
two about cars to check it out for me. So,
enter Mr. Dean Davison and a journey
begins.
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Dean worked a little magic and with a few dollars spent, he got it running and said it was in pretty
good shape. Over thePontiacs
next few
months
I helped Dean as we
worked
get it road worthy. As I recall,
of CENTRAL
CALIFORNIA
December
2015 to
NEWSLETTER
one of the first changes we made was to the exhaust system. When I purchased the car they had the
pipes run along the sides, which left very little road clearance. I had Coffin mufflers installed in a
more traditional configuration with the tail pipes in the tail. It took two years for me to decide what
I wanted to do with the car.
In December of 2012, I decided to change the power train to an LS with a manual six speed
transmission, which I know some consider a bit sacrilege, but like I said I never considered myself a
“car guy”. I love the nostalgia of the era and the looks of a car that takes me back to my youth. That
said, I don’t think I fully comprehended the amount of time, patience, craftsmanship, money and
yes a real love of the process that takes an old mess and transforms it to what I see now. Without
Dean, I would not have seen the process to the end; he is the real deal when I think of a “car guy”
and a great friend. I can’t thank him enough for the education and the time spent working with him.

The journey included, replacing the fuel tank, installing 2” drop spindles to compensate for the
lighter motor, aluminum radiator, new condenser, Vintage Air unit under dash mount, Dakota
Digital gauges with blue lighting, Retro Sound radio with blue tooth. Body and paint is a metallic
Aquamarine done by Craig Ericson, Above and Beyond. The interior is black vinyl with a cloth insert,
installed by Jerry Alvarez. The last touch that takes me back to my 1975 Camaro was replacing the
Rally II wheels with 15” x 8” chrome Cragar S/S wheels all around.
I may be a little bit biased, but I think the old girl looks pretty nice and she is a joy to drive. Now, if I
were twenty years old again, I know I could get myself
in a whole lot of trouble because I know this
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updated Formula can get up and fly down the road a whole lot faster than this old man is willing to
go, the young and careless one would have already collected a few speeding tickets for sure.
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The project began in December 2012 with the help of Dean Davison
pulling the engine and Trans then taking her down to bare metal.
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Here is the Firebird in pre retrofit condition out at Pavilion West.
Dean Davison’s ‘57 Pontiac is parked in background.
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The 2015 Toys for Tots car show is now history! We got everything we asked for on Nov. 7. We
had perfect weather, good coffee and donuts and lots of generous people and their cars! The
Marine color guard looked awesome and helped kick off the show with a bang! The national
anthem was played and we were all set to have a great time!
We hired a new D. J. who worked out quite well. His name is Gary Black, and I will get him for the
C.V.C show in April. He likes to mix up the music so it’s always interesting to hear what he comes
up with.
Overall, we collected 277 toys and 1626.00 in cash donations, which set a new record for the
show. I want to send a special thanks to Bill and Virginia Cardinal who head up the T F T program
here in Fresno. They put a lot of their own time in making sure out event is a success, and in
getting the color guard here this year.
I want to send a big thank you to my fellow club members who came to help out. I appreciate all
your efforts whether it was bringing tables and16supplies, registration, vote counting or helping
park cars, it all added up to make this a very successful show! Special thanks to Joel and Judy
Garrett for allowing us use of their RV! Let’s see if we can beat this year’s show next year!
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How Toys for Tots Works

PontiacsToys
of CENTRAL
December 2015Marine
NEWSLETTER
The U. S. Marine Corps Reserve
for TotsCALIFORNIA
Program is directed by the Commander,
Forces Reserve, with the

assistance of his staff, from the Marine Forces Reserve Headquarters in New Orleans, Louisiana.
The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation, an IRS recognized 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit charities, is the authorized fundraising and
support organization for the Toys for Tots Program. The Foundation provides the funding and support needed for successful
annual toy collection and distribution campaigns. The Foundation staff is headquartered in the Cooper Center located just
outside the main gate of Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia, about 35 miles south of Washington, DC.
Local campaigns are conducted annually in over 700 communities covering all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico. The Commander, Marine Forces Reserve has under his command 153 Reserve Units located in 47 states. To cover all 50
states and more communities in each state, the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation selects Marine Corps League Detachments
and Local Community Organizations (generally veteran Marines) located in communities without a Marine Reserve Center, to
conduct Toys for Tots campaigns as part of the overall U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program.
One individual, either a Marine, member of a Marine Corps League Detachment, or member of a local community
organization, is designated the Toys for Tots Coordinator for that community. The Coordinator is responsible for planning,
organizing and conducting the campaign in his/her community.
Local toy collection campaigns begin in October and last until mid to late December. Toy distribution also takes place mid to
late December. Members of the community drop new, unwrapped toys in collection boxes positioned in local
businesses. Coordinators pick up these toys and store them in central warehouses where the toys are sorted by age and
gender. At Christmas, Coordinators, with the assistance of local social welfare agencies, church groups, and other local
community agencies, distribute the toys to the less fortunate children of the community. Over the years, Marines have
established close working relationships with social welfare agencies, churches and other local community agencies which are
well qualified to identify the needy children in the community and play important roles in the distribution of the toys.
While Toys for Tots Coordinators organize, coordinate and manage the campaign, the ultimate success depends on the
support of the local community and the generosity of the people who donate toys.
Local business leaders play key roles. They allow Coordinators to locate drop-off/collection boxes in their stores; provide free
warehouse space for storing and sorting toys during October, November and December; provide vehicles to collect toys from
drop-off sites; sponsor toy raising events; and help Coordinators arrange media exposure for Toys for Tots in the local
community.
National corporations support Toys for Tots by establishing affiliations with the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation. These
corporations make donations to the Foundation or conduct cause marketing initiatives from which they share royalties with
the Foundation. In almost every instance, the marketing initiatives of these corporations give significant added visibility and
name recognition to Toys for Tots. Such visibility enhances the campaign at the national and local levels. The funds
emanating from these affiliations enable the Foundation to purchase toys to supplement local collections; purchase
promotion and support materials and defray the costs of annual Toys for Tots campaigns.
Elements of Toys for Tots
United States Marine Corps
Marine Forces Reserve*
Marine Toys for Tots Foundation
Marine Corps League Detachments**
Local Community Organizations***
Footnotes:
* Marine Forces Reserve consists of 34,000 Marine Reservists, 2,000 Active Marine Reservists and 4,000 Regular Marines for a
total of 40,000. Typically, 15 to 20% of the forces are involved in annual Toys for Tots campaigns.
** The Marine Corps League (MCL) is a veteran’s organization of men and women who have served in the U.S. Marine
Corps. There are 1,100 MCL Detachments located throughout the nation. The MCL has 76,000 members. A Detachment
typically has about 65 members.
20
*** Local Community Organizations (LCOs) are created in communities
which do not have a Marine Reserve Center or a
Marine Corps League Detachment. LCOs are typically composed of veteran Marines and other socially conscious members of
the community.
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Veterans Day Parade 11-11-2015
I was asked to head up the Pontiacs of Central California entry into the November 11 th, 2015 Veteran’s Day
Parade held in down town Fresno. I discovered out a lot of information new to me about the Veteran’s Parade
committee who organize it. It is a non-profit group that starts holding public meetings beginning mid-July, and
continues every two weeks at Parade Headquarters. Grand Marshal for this year’s Parade was the UNIITED
STATES NAVY.
On the morning of the Parade, several of us met at the 144 th Fighter Wing Group at the Fresno Airport to be part
of the convoy of military personnel and equipment to travel to the staging area of the parade. We were place in
Division 2 entry 5 for our placement in the parade. Each one of us carried an outstanding soldier from the 144 th
Fighter Wing. It was not only my honor to carry one of these military personnel, but it was my chance to debut
my newly arrived 1969 Bonneville convertible. I was proud to have my grandson ride with us. With this
placement in the parade, it allowed us time to go back and join the Pontiac Club entry which was in division 5,
entry 13.
Bill Tension volunteered to help assemble the Pontiac group and lead them to the correct staging area in my
absence. The Pontiac Club had a great showing in the Parade. We made it back with about seven minutes to
spare before we started the Parade route. I was very much pleased that my granddaughter, who just turned 16 a
few months ago, was able to drive my new car in the parade to escort me around. I also have to mention that
this car was possible to drive with the help of Ron Berglund. After many hours of connecting all wiring and some
other updates, the Bonneville was worthy to drive again. Thanks Ron. After the Parade our Pontiac group
traveled to the Triangle Burger on Barstow Street for lunch.
I want to extend my Thanks to all who signed up for Parade. And special Thanks to Bill T. for helping me. I was
much honored to lead the Pontiac group in support of Veterans around the valley. Again, the Pontiac Club
stepped up and showed their support for Veterans.
Thanks, Dennis Simonson
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By Dale Yurong
Wednesday, November 11, 2015 FRESNO, Calif. (KFSN) -Organizers say Fresno's Veterans Day Parade - now in its 96th year - remains the biggest west of the Mississippi.
Spectators along the downtown route were treated to sunshine and warm conditions. No doubt the veterans could
also feel the warmth from a very appreciative crowd.
Fireworks and a flyover preceded the parade which brought waves of patriotism from the thousands of people who
lined the streets. Suzette Ihara of Sanger said, "I really think they deserve so much more and I wish I could go out
and shake everybody's hand but just sitting here I think, showing my respects to them."
The Fresno State marching band raised spirits but so did the sight of members of the various armed forces riding the
Veterans Day Parade route. Some valley veterans were overcome with emotion. US Army veteran Frank Collins
said, "It's tearful. Strangers have come up to give me flowers, given me cards, given me shirts. It's quite the honor
to be respected for something I did."
Massive military machinery drew "oohs" and "ahs" from the crowd. Some vets rode in style while others walked
the route. US Navy veteran Clifford Dorsey enjoyed, "Watching the various military that comes along but also
seeing the various veterans watching the parade and just greeting them and thanking them for their service."
Vietnam War veteran Al Jones was moved to see the response here was so much different than when he came
home in 1968. The US Air Force veteran recalled, "I mean I was spit on and everything else when I come home so it
means a lot to be out here and be proud to be a veteran."
That pride extended to the younger spectators who understood the role veterans have played. 12-year-old Edgar
Lopez of Sanger explained, "Well they served our country and that means a lot."
This year was the US Navy's turn to be honored during the25parade. Former fighter pilot Capt. Monty Ashliman
served as parade grand marshal.
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Rust and Dust at Turner’s Auto Wrecking
I am sure some might wonder what attracts car guys to wrecking yards filled with rusty, weathered, and sun
bleached old cars. Well, because there is something in that jungle of smashed up relics that remind us all of
Christmas. Rows and rows of cars from our pasts, some remnants of the cars we carefully restore and drive
today, make such a trip like a two hour morning of opening gift after gift. Someone yells out, “There’s a ’55
convertible over here,” while another calls out that “I found a ’65 hardtop two rows over!”
The best GGC (Guys Garage Crawl) ever began early on Saturday, November 14. We met at McDonalds at Clovis
and Shaw just around 8:00 and it was curious that most didn’t have breakfast but were ready to leave early so we
could dive into the North (or is it the West?) yard at Turners. The largest group this year included Dennis
Simonson, Bill Richards, Tom Sandelin, Dennis Baker, Ron Berglund, Joel, Michael and Scott Garrett, Bill Tenison,
Victor Weitzel and Andy Hoff. There was no shortage of screwdrivers or wrenches as most brought enough tools
to remove most small bits of trim, mirrors and handles while a few others didn’t bring any tools figuring that
everybody else brought them (smart plan).
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After Ron secured our passage and the okay to remove parts
from the management, we headed into a yard jammed with
several hundred cars….quite a few Pontiacs plus Chevys, Fords,
Chrysler products, foreign cars and a few Buicks. As Dennis B.,
noted Jerry Turner must not have cared for Oldsmobile’s! In
addition, there were quite a few limos, hearses, and
ambulances including a very cool 1961 Pontiac. The most
memorable vehicle in the yard was a 1962 Olds 88 2 door that
had been ‘slightly’ modified into a camper with the addition of
the top half of some make of delivery van secured with metal,
wood and a lot of welds. When you looked into the back door,
it looked like the original roof of the car formed the bottom of
the bed. Very elegant and we liked it. The group split up and
wandered for almost two hours, meeting up every once in a
while to compare notes about what was there (or wasn’t
there). Ron and Dennis picked apart every middle to late 60’s
big car carcass searching for additional options or trim they
could add to their stockpiles. Tom Sandelin was the big winner,
finding several trim parts for his 1962 Buick (or was it an
Olds?). Victor picked up a vintage gas tank but couldn’t come to
terms with the folks behind the counter.
The group headed back up Clovis Avenue for a brief stop at
Simonian’s Fruit Market to admire a great display of vintage
petrol, automotive and beverage signs. The selection of vintage
soda’s and candies was really tempting. A few bought some
delicious fruit and nut products, elegant champagne as well as
grapes and other fruit.
We ended our day at Foster’s Freeze at Shaw and Armstrong
(mostly because we were tired of Joel’s constant whining about
why we never go there). We set up a long table and devoured
more than a few burgers and fries while reliving the mornings
crawl and decided it would be fun to go back again next
year. Rusty or wrecked, there’s nothing like old cars.
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December 13 Annual Holiday Dinner
In Madera Ranchos
December 19 Christmas Tree Lane
Hay Ride!!!
January 11

POCC Monthly Meeting

Need Activity Info?
Contact
Activities Director
559-304-8836
andiana766@gmail.com

January 30-31 Turlock Swap Meet
Bunko Party

TBA

Check out past club activity photos and newsletters at

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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General Membership Meetings:
Second Monday of the Month
Denny’s
30 E Herndon Ave
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: 559-435-5638
Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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