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President’s message  
 

Happy New Year Everyone. WOW what a year it has been, 
with Ron's dedication and leadership along with the club 
membership participating in all of the various projects thru 
out the year, I for one would call it a very successful year for 
our club. 

I'm honored that you have chosen me as your club president 
and am looking forward to working with you all in 2015 on 
our annual projects and activities. 

Speaking of activities, in discussions with Andy, he has 
some great ideas for us and is looking for some more. If you 
have an idea that you think would be fun for our group, 
contact Andy and let him know. 

Something I would like for our club to do this year is make an 
all- out effort to increase our club membership. There are a 
lot of Pontiac owners out there and we need to find a way of 
attracting them to our club. I will be talking more about this 
at our Jan.12th meeting. 

As a reminder, our Jan. 12th meeting will be held at Denny's, 
on Blackstone and Herndon Ave. We will meet in the back 
room, 6PM dinner 7PM meeting. 

Also, I would remind everyone that our annual club dues are 
due. Please see Paula with your payment. 

Let's remember that whatever we do this year, let's have fun 
doing it. 

Thanks, 

Dean Davison 
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MEETING CHANGE 
The January 12, 2015 meeting will 
be held @ 7:00 pm at Denny’s on 

Blackstone & Herndon 

This is a one month trial until 
further notice 
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  Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2015 

President             Dean Davison 559-476-7280 deangdavison@sbcglobal.net        
Vice President  Dennis Simonson 559-906-8900 dsimonso@att.net
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Andy Hoff   559-304-8836 andiana766@gmail.com
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, 
Yosemite Falls Café, Ashlan & 99 at 7PM.  Interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy,  
JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 

Ron Berglund                          2014 
Bill Richards                             2013 
Keith Watts                              2012 
Jack Fusari                                2011 
Dave Valla                                2010 
Carl Smith                                 2009 
Joel Garrett `            2008 
Greg Griggs                              2007 
Bill Richards                             2006 
Andy Hoff                       2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                           2003 
Joel Garrett                    2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                              2000 
Michael Yoshihara                  1999 
Glen McGhie                            1998 
Joel Garrett                    1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                           1995 
Jeff Boyle                        1993-1994 
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warrior’s rides 

 
  “1969 Pontiac Custom Sport Coupe” by: Dennis Simonson 

On a Sunday afternoon back in June 22, 1969, Dennis and Diane Simonson bought their first new car at the Herman Theroff 

dealership located at 819 M Street in downtown Fresno, CA.  It just happened to be a 1969 Custom S Pontiac. It was 
purchased on the spur of the moment. It was the fastest "three on the tree" I had ever driven. If I would have 
waited approximately 10 to 12 more days, I could have had a three speed on the floor which I initially wanted.  
However, I wasn't going to let this car out of my sight!  My wife and I went by Herman Theroff Pontiac on that day 
in our beautiful 1966 Mustang only to look.  The rest is history. We left the Mustang there and drove home in the 
Pontiac.  Later that autumn, Hermon Theroff sold out to Dan Day Pontiac. 

 

 

The Pontiac Custom S car was built in Fremont, Ca and finished in March 1969. It came with two- tone paint: cameo 
white over limelight green. This Pontiac did not have a vinyl top on it.  Listening to past stories of car owners who 
always had issues with vinyl tops, I thought this would be a good choice for me that the Pontiac did not have one.  
The decor group included concealed windshield wiper, deluxe wheel covers, deluxe steering wheel, wood grain 
instrument panel, power steering and last, but not least, it had custom pedal trim plates. It also had an AM push 
button radio, power steering, and soft ray glass on the windshield only. Oops! I forgot to mention that the engine is 
only a 350 CU IN with a three speed on the column with a Saginaw transmission. The new Pontiac came without air 
conditioning.  After being overwhelmed about comments of me buying a new car in the middle of the dessert 
without air conditioning, I had an under the dash unit installed at Cal State Auto Muffler on Abbey and Olive 
Street. You have to remember that I grew up in the Midwest and only lived in California a short time.  Nobody in 
the area I grew up in had air conditioning in their vehicle. The interior was M/Nite Green Trenton [dark green] and 
the headliner has a basket weave pattern in it. The front seat was a bench seat and could get very hot on a summer 
day in the San Joaquin Valley.  Some of the additional options for the Custom S Pontiac included Rally wheels 
standard V8 HF code, G78 x 14 tire,  Trim rings,  cruise control, Power brakes, Power bench seat. Rally gauge cluster 
and clock, 350 HO 4Barrel V8 engine and a four speed Muncie transmission to list a few. 
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The Pontiac Custom S was only available for 
the 1969 model year [rare car].  The car was 
originally to be called the “Pontiac TC”.  It was 
available in six different body designs: two-
door convertible, two-door hardtop coupe, 4-
door sedan, a 4-door hardtop, and a station 
wagon.  Interior and exterior appointments 
were more lavish than the base Tempest, but 
not quite as luxurious as the LeMans and GTO.  
The taillights lenses are one year only.  I still 
have the original owner’s manual in plastic 
bag, original protect-o-plate, and first 
automobile registration card.  The registration 
card is dated on a Tuesday June 24, 1969.  Back 
in 1969 you registered the new vehicle when it 
was paid for.  I took off work on Monday to get 
my cash from the bank for the Pontiac, and 
then took off work early on Tuesday 6-24-69 to 
pay for the Pontiac.  I also have the original 
black and yellow license plate, with original 
Herman Theroff license plate frame. 

  My family and I have thoroughly enjoyed the 
car over the years. We have travelled to 
Canada and the Midwest on vacations. My wife 
drove it back and forth to work for several 
years. As it started to get in need of repairs, we 
parked it in storage for several years.  You 
know the saying, “Out of sight, out of mind.”  
Then one day I was reading about a Car Club in 
Fresno called Pontiacs of Central California.  I 
was reluctant about going, but finally made a 
decision to explore something new especially 
pertaining to old Pontiacs.  Pontiacs of Central 
California were holding their meetings at 
Denny’s on Shaw and Willow in Clovis.  I 
wanted to learn more about the Pontiac I have, 
and find out information about bringing the 
Pontiac back to new life.  I have to admit I have 
gained much knowledge about Pontiac Cars 
and General Motors.  I also have had great 
relationships with club members for years.  
Belonging to a club is good because of all the 
past experience you can get from folks who 
have already done it.  This is the second time I 
have written an article about my car in The 
Straight Arrow.  The first was in August 1996.  
The President was Joel Garrett, VP was Keith 
Honeycutt, Sec Bill Truckell, Treasurer Pat 
Bresett, Newsletter Andy Hoff, and Activities 
was Chris Winiger.  Annual dues were $24.00.   
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After attending the POCC for several years, I decided to start some restoration on my Pontiac.  Little did I know that 
it would be a total frame off restoration.  My Pontiac is an all numbers matching car so restoring original parts was 
not that difficult.  After purchasing some mechanical books pertaining to my car, and with loads of help from club 
members, off I went on a two year project starting on Feb 1st, 2011.  My Pontiac is a rust free car having never been 
in areas where they applied salt to roads for ice removal in winter time.  I photographed everything I could before 
removing or repairing.  I measured every bolt for size, thread count, and head size and where it was located before 
recording it in my book.  I had to replace the front windshield because it cracked with only 4” more of seal to cut 
off.  I have kept a sample of the windshield seal because it was only one year they used fiber cloth material and 
rubber blended together in one piece for the seal.  When having the upholstery work done, they found 1/3 third of 
the build sheet in the right side door panel.  The build sheet has been wet from rain and washing car but somewhat 
readable. The Pontiac Custom S had 145,471.0 miles on it when I started the project.  I have added 361 more miles 
to the car after restoration.  Ron Berglund from the POCC was a great help and excellent adviser when issues arose 
for me as I had no prior experience in restoring a vehicle.  He would stop by and love to put new or restored parts 
back on the Pontiac wearing his white gloves so as not to show any evidence of them getting dirty.  Also, I did not 
put the aftermarket AC back in the Pontiac.  Who needs it anyway?  If I have to travel any sizeable distance in the 
Pontiac, I trailer it and sit in comfort in my AC equipped tow vehicle. 
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 I completed the restoration of the car 
in time for the POCC Car Show in 
Madera on April 27, 2013.  With the 
encouragement of a 1st place trophy in 
my class and all the positive feedback 
from my fellow Pontiac owners, I went 
on to participate in other local car 
shows and do well.  Although I had not 
been at this for too long with my 
newly restored car, I decided to “Go 
for the Gold’ at the National Pontiac 
Car Show in Dayton, Ohio in July, 2013.  
Of all the Pontiacs present at the 
show, I had the only Custom S model.  
It was a wonderful experience where I 
saw lots, learned lots, and met lots.  I 
also had the honor of being one of the 
judges.  Obviously, I could not judge 
my own car.  I stood by and watched 
the five judges and answered any 
questions they had.  After all the cars 
were judged and the dust had settled, 
we went to the Awards Banquet.  I was 
thrilled to receive one of the Gold 
Awards.  I have tried to be modest 
about this, but my wife says I deserve 
to “toot my horn” a bit! 

First of all, I want to thank my wife, 
Diane, for all her support and 
encouragement.  Next, I want to thank 
all of you who read our story and were 
a part of it.  I also write this to urge 
other Pontiac owners to share their 
experience.  It brings the car and 
owner to life! Thanks, Dennis 
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Dennis & Jim Wangers with the “new” Custom S.       Dennis & Diane on Highway 1 near Big Sur. 
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A work in progress with grandson Cameron, meanwhile Dennis can’t wait to take her for a spin!!! 
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Pontiacs of Central California makes its largest ever donation! 
This past September, after two years of planning, Pontiacs of Central California (POCC) hosted the 2014 Pontiac/Oakland 
Western Regional Convention, at Bass Lake, California. This was the third time POCC has hosted the convention, the two 
previous being in 2005 and 2008. The club voted then to donate 100% of the net proceeds to charity. Both of those efforts 
resulted in significant donations. Between those two, a total of $14,000.00 was donated to Wish Upon A Star, an 
organization that grants wishes to children with catastrophic illnesses. 

For 2014 the club voted to again donate 100% of the net proceeds to charity. It was decided to split the donation between 
two charities; Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Central California, and Honor Flight. Honor Flight sends WWII veterans to 
Washington DC to visit their memorial. 
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On Thursday December 11th, the club made its 
largest ever donation, $16,000.00! Our Title 
Sponsor, Larry Kitahara, owner of Kitahara 
Buick, Cadillac, GMC of Fresno, generously 
opened his showroom for the event. He even 
had it cleared of cars so we could park four 
classic Pontiacs inside during the ceremony. 
Also present were our two Co-Title Sponsors; 
Don Bonander representing Bonander Truck 
and Trailer Sales of Turlock, and Jerry Fahrney 
representing The Fahrney Automotive Group 
of Selma. POCC is extremely fortunate to have 
three local dealers that are so supportive of 
us, and their local communities. 

The ceremony was opened with remarks by 
Craig Hansen. Mr. Hansen is the host of Auto 
Shop Talk, a local radio show, and he 
generously donated his time to support us. 
After the opening remarks, POCC was very 
pleased to present a check for $8,000.00 to 
Honor Flight. The check was accepted by Mr. 
Alan Perry, Central Valley Honor Flight 
Chairman of the Board. The second check for 
$8,000.00 was accepted by Mrs. 
Diane Phakonekam, Executive Director of Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters of Central California. 

Along with our title sponsors, many of our 
club members took time off work so they 
could attend the ceremony. We were pleased 
that several local TV channels sent their news 
teams to cover the presentation, and that we 
made the evening news! 

Besides these large donations, over the years 
POCC has dipped into its treasury to make 
smaller donations to local groups and events 
that we could help. All members are very 
proud of the fact that this brings Pontiacs of 
Central California's total charitable donations 
to well over $30,000.00! 

 

Please visit 
www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org           
      for more photos and information. 

 

http://www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org/
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On Sunday December 14th POCC held its annual Christmas Party. We gathered at the Ranchos Cafe in Madera. The owners, 
Rigo and Juana, besides preparing great food, could not be better hosts for our party. They have the cafe looking like a fine 
eatery with table cloths and Christmas decorations. The cafe is closed to the public during our party, and that allows us to 
“Party On!” 

This is the fourth year we have held our annual Christmas party at the Ranchos Cafe, and we have never been disappointed. 
We dined on Roast Turkey, Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Vegetables, Stuffing, Salad, Rolls & Butter, and of course 
some great Cobbler served for dessert. This is a great time for the club, being able to socialize with all of our club friends 
over a sumptuous dinner, enjoy a beverage or two and exchange gifts . . . then steal them! 

Special thanks to Paula Yost for running the gift exchange, and thanks too to Dennis Schwarz for bringing the wine left over 
from the regional convention. A great way to celebrate the season. 

The Ranchos Cafe is booking more annual parties than they used to. If everyone is happy with the food and amenities we 
enjoy at the Ranchos Cafe, I will be happy to get our reservation in. If not, recommendations are always welcome.    
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2014 
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This year’s Pontiac Club Sleigh Ride down Christmas Tree Lane was a great success.  We all met at Jim and Jennifer 
Stahl’s home, where we donated to the Shriner’s Cripple Children’s Hospital Transportation Fund.  We collected a 
total of $250.00.  Riding with us was a past recipient of this wonderful philanthropy, Rick Lacy’s brother.  We all 
boarded the trailer at 6:30 pm (and we had enough seats for everyone this year, yay!).   

The cruise down Christmas Tree Lane was the usual festive and cheerful Christmas   ride which puts you into the 
Holiday spirit.  The highlight of the ride was getting to see the winner of the HGTV Christmas Light display (which 
they received fifty thousand dollars.  We understand they donated the 50K to the Christmas Tree Lane    
Association). 

At the conclusion of the ride, we all gathered at the Berglund’s to warm up!  We had hot drinks and cookies (which 
everyone contributed).  We also had a fun activity, which Willa made us do (see the fun photos).  Each person put 
a paper plate on their head and followed instructions to draw a scene of a Christmas tree with ornaments, 
presents and a fireplace with a stocking.  There were a lot of giggles and actually some nice surprising pictures!!   

Thank you everyone for coming and contributing to this great cause!  It was a fun get-to-gether!! 
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2015 Events 
Club Events in Red 

January 10    Bunco! @ The Berglund’s 
 
January 28 Ladies Lunch 
 
Feb 22   Massey's ann. Daytona 500 party 
 
April 4       Rods on the Bluff 
 
May 1-2     POCC Car Show Bicentennial        
Park in Clovis 
 
July 21-25   POCI National Convention, 
Louisville KY. 

Need Activity Info? Contact 

Andy Hoff  

Activities Director    
559-304-8836 

andiana766@gmail.com 

2015 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 

Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49  
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 

 

 

General Membership Meetings: 

Second Monday of the Month 

Yosemite Falls Cafe 
4278 W Ashlan Ave (Ashlan & 99) 

Fresno, CA 93722 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 

www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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