
Andy Hoff’s
             
             

1967 GTO

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
volum e 21, issue 9 
pocc chapter #67

The award winning pocc newsletter
P ontiacs of Central California N ew sletter

straight
the



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  September 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

2 
 

 

  

 

President’s message  
 Finally, we are only three weeks away from our car show at The Bass Lake Resort.  Our 

steering committee has been hard at work, meeting weekly, to fine tune the 
details.  Sam Fisher (who is in charge of registration) informed us that we currently have 
113 cars registered, so we are very close to our goal of 120.  Due to the fact that the 
Melodrama Actors were unable to perform on a week day, for the Sugar Pine Train 
Ride, we had to cancel that part of the event.  An email survey was sent to everyone 

that registered, and the consensus was that they still wanted take the train ride at a less 
expense, hurray!  Regarding the Saturday night banquet, since we sent out a follow-up 
hard copy to everyone that registered, our numbers are now 150 that will attend. 
THOSE OF YOU IN THE CLUB THAT HAVE NOT SIGNED UP FOR THE SATURDAY NIGHT 
BANQUET, PLEASE SUPPORT THIS EVENT.  We have a commitment of 300 for the 
banquet, and we are still very short of this goal.  We will be in contact with the Pines to 
renegotiate this number. 
 
Ren Hallett and Brian Massey have been diligently working on the advertisement 
book.  I want to thank everyone who has brought in an advertisement.  This makes for a 
very interesting book that will be given to each entrant and the merchants that have 
generously given to our cause.  The purpose of this event is our charities and we are 
always mindful of this.  This year our charities are "Big Brothers and Big Sisters" and 
"The Honor Flight". 
 
I know when we first started talking about sponsoring a Pontiac Western Regional 
Convention at Bass Lake, that some of you voted against it.  As the majority voted to go 
ahead with the show, we all need to stand behind our club to make this a success.  We 
need everyone to attend the September 8th meeting at Yosemite Falls Restaurant, at 99 
and Ashlan, at 7 p.m.  The topic for this meeting will be the Western Regional, to make 
sure everyone is aware of their role, to make this event a success. 
 
Thank you for all your hard work. 
Ron Berglund 
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Minutes 

Pontiacs of Central California 
Minutes:  Aug.11, 2014 Meeting called to order at 7:03 by Ron Berglund.  

Previous minutes approved and seconded. 

Treasures report By Paula Yost. Treasurers  report  included  breakdown of funds 

for upcoming Western Regional at Bass Lake. 

Visitors: Gary Lee, who has been a guest before and one other. 

Newsletter Report: John Berglund still looking for club cars to feature. Next up will 

be Andy Hoff’s. 

Webmaster:  Brian and Janet have been on the road so the website will be 
updated soon.  Information on Western Regional is accurate and available. 

Old Business: Committee to explore other venues for future car show to replace the 

Madera show, has been active and still exploring options as reported by Andy Hoff. 

Signup sheets were available for the various jobs to be filled at the Western Regional at 

Bass Lake. 

Report on Western Regional. Room’s still available but will be released in Sept.  

Needs: Raffle prizes, items for goody bags based of a figure of 200, possible sponsor 

for bags for goody bags.  Dave Valla needs to know what you are bringing for raffle so 

he can plan.  Paula Yost will be available for storage of goody bag items.  Adds for 

program still a concern.  

Brian needs ads and art work by Sept. 1, to include in the program and get to printer. 

New Business: Western Regional. Getting over Western Regional before Toys for 

Tots?  Should start planning end of Aug. 

Activities: Pavilion West car show every Wed. thru Sept. Starts about 5:30 and 
there is usually a live band. 

Ladies Lunch to be at Lunas in Clovis on Aug. 27
th

 

 At 11; 00. Julie’s pick... 

Attendance Drawing:  Jack Fusari. Not present. 

Submitted Mary Walter 
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014 

President             Ron Berglund 559-259-2079 pontiac335@sbcglobal.net        
Vice President  Dean Davison 559-476-7280 deangdavison@sbcglobal.net
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Bill Richards 559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, 
Yosemite Falls Café, Ashlan & 99 at 7PM.  Interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy,  
JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 

Bill Richards                             2013 
Keith Watts                              2012 
Jack Fusari                                2011 

Dave Valla                                2010 
Carl Smith                                 2009 
Joel Garrett `            2008 
Greg Griggs                              2007 
Bill Richards                             2006 
Andy Hoff                       2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                           2003 
Joel Garrett                    2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                              2000 
Michael Yoshihara                  1999 
Glen McGhie                            1998 
Joel Garrett                    1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                           1995 
Jeff Boyle                        1993-1994 

Q: What car was the first to have its 

radio antenna embedded in the windshield? 
Answer below 
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Ladies luncheon 

"POCC ladies celebrated Julie's birthday at the Luna restaurant in Clovis 
this month.  Everyone had fun visiting and eating delicious food...” 

 

Happy 
Birthday! 
Julie Condon 
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“OURGOAT” by Andy and Diana Hoff 
My dad was not a real car guy although he was certainly mechanical.  He went with me when I bought my first car, a 

1958 Chevrolet Del Rey 4 door.  Actually, it was the first car we looked at and I don’t think I really cared what it was 

as long as it cost $400 or less and it did.  When the guy at our garage looked at it he told my dad our best move was 

to try again.  So, my second car was a 1959 Catalina 2 door hardtop which was actually a pretty good car except that 

it was not very affordable.  My dad took action and went to a Fresno County Car Auction and bought my next car 

(without telling me).  The Catalina went to live with someone else while I had my first stick shift car, a 1960 2 door, 

bench seat, 95 horsepower Fresno County Corvair.   I spent quite a bit to fix it up including a dash panel from a 

Corvair Spyder along with it taillights and tan vinyl back seat.  I also added chrome wheels and an extra loud exhaust 

system that my dad almost killed me over.  Eventually, I broke the three speed Trans twice in two months and he and 

my mom came up with new idea. 

 

One Sunday, he showed me the classifieds that included an ad for Herman Theroff Pontiac in downtown Fresno 

(preceded Dan Day Pontiac).    In the ad was a generic picture of a 1967 GTO with a weekend special price of $2875 

– only two at this price!  My dad asked if I wanted to go with him to look at the GTO’s.  Now this was the first time 

my dad ever even acknowledged anything like a GTO, so I was puzzled and crazy with excitement.  We drove 

downtown and a salesman showed us the two bargain priced GTO’s; one was red with red interior, power steering 

and a three speed.  The other was silver with a four speed and no power s teering or brakes.  My dad asked which 

one I liked best and I replied that I wouldn’t have a three speed GTO so the four speed was the best!   I was stunned 

as we traded in the Corvair for the GTO and drove it home.  Seems that my parents decided it was better for me to 

drive something that didn’t need work all the time, with the understanding that they could drive it anytime they 

went out of town.  So, that is how I ended up with a brand new GTO in late February of 1967, my last few months of 
high school were much better than I had planned. 
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Diana asked me to Roosevelt 

High School’s Sadie Hawkins 

dance in March (she has 

always insisted that it had 

nothing to do with the car) 

and we have been together 

ever since.  With college came 

less time and less money to 

keep the GTO going so later in 

1968, I gave the car to my 

folks.  They traded it in on a 

new 1968 Mercury Montego 

(a really terrible car) but Frank 

J. Sanders gave them $2700 

for the Goat on trade so it 

actually turned out okay for 

them. 
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I saw the GTO a few times over the next few years.  The next owner painted it black and then it was gone.  Fast 

forward to 1991 and I’m at the Clovis DMV re-upping the tags on our four door Plymouth family car when I strike up a 

conversation with a very friendly DMV person and we get around to talking about high school.  I mentioned that I had 

a great car in high school and wondered out loud what became of it.  She asked if I recalled the license plate number 

and I blurted “TOD 392.’  With a few taps on the keyboard, the car came up as being located in Madera but not 

renewed since 1988.   When I asked for contact information, she politely let me know that DMV policy would not 

allow for that (cuts down on stalking and car theft).  We talked for a few minutes during which I told her of meeting 

my wife in high school, going on our first date (hamburgers at Mar’s Drive-in on Belmont, to Sadie Hawkins and the 

Senior Prom.  She finished up my paperwork, sort of winked at me and said “good luck” as she passed the envelope 

back to me.  She had attached a small piece of paper with last name of the owner.    I went directly to the library in 

Clovis and grabbed a phone book, finding three listings for that last name (it was a very unusual name).   I went home, 

told Diana what was up and called the first listing which resulted in the person hanging up on me.  The second listing 

was the owner’s brother who was certain that ‘Kenny’ still had the car but that he was sure it was a Chevelle!    I 

couldn’t call Kenny directly because of some personal problems but he would give my number to him and ask him to 

call me.   Later that day, Kenny called and we talked about the car.  Yes, it was a black 1967 GTO.  He gave me 

directions to a farm on Highway 145 South of Madera where the car was stored.  I was to meet his other brother 

there as he worked on the farm. 

 

The next weekend, my brother-in-law and I drove out, met the brother and he rolled up the door of a tractor shed 

and there she was.   I was heartbroken; the engine, transmission, steering wheel, seats and hood were gone.  There 

wasn’t a straight panel on the car as it had obviously been a target many times.  A Chevy small block sat upright in the 

engine bay.  We drove back home and when Diana asked how it went; I told her that it was beyond redemption, a 

hulk, a pile of junk or worse.  My brother-in-law said that if I didn’t buy it, he would.  Well, you can’t have that can 

you?    I called Kenny and asked what he wanted for the car.  He hemmed and hawed, talking about how rare those 

cars were and how valuable they were.  I mentioned that the car was not in the condition he described.  After more 
hemming and hawing, he said “I’d have to have $300 to turn it loose.’   I didn’t even pause, just said ‘I’ll take it,’   
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Over the next eight years, I took the car 

completely apart in our two car garage.  

Searched for all the parts I needed 

through Hemming’s and the internet.  I 

met Gary Kizer at the Cherry Avenue Swap 

where he was showing his ’64 GTO as 

advertisement for his shop, Royal Auto 

Body.  Gary was a charter member of our 

club and he was the one who encouraged 

me to join in September of 1995.  Gary 

agreed to do the work at one-half the 

normal rate if I would be patient and 

agree to advertise his shop with a dash 

sign that I still have.  He and his crew did a 

great job straightening out that mashed 

Goat and laying down a very good paint 

job.   Sadly, Gary was diagnosed with 

cancer and passed away one week 

following his diagnosis so he never saw 

the car finished.  His shop eventually 

closed.   I finished the car (as much as any 

restoration is truly finished) in 1999 and 

have enjoyed it ever since.  The work that 

Gary did still looks great today.  

I showed the car quite a bit after it was 

finished and was proud to receive a first in 

class at the annual GTOAA meet in 

Southern California in 2000.  It was a 

teenager’s dream car, and now it is a 

retired couple’s dream car.   When my son 

David was 8 years old, he asked at dinner 

who was getting the GTO when I died.  I 

told him that I was going to take it with 

me.   And I will. 
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Cruizin 

  the          

Pavilion 

POCC Members Rockin the pavilion nice weather and a live band kept 
everyone upbeat all evening long. The shows are over for this season, 
the crowds were a little smaller than last year’s get together's.  
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Several club members attended the Clovis Elks Club Hot August Daze car show on August 16.   Dave Valla won 

an award for the best muscle car.  The event had a 50's themed dance and dinner the night before the car 
show...  This was one of Carl's favorite events, so this time we had no attendees.  Lots of food and prizes.  Club 
attendees were Bill and Cherie Richards. Bill Tenison and Dave Valla.  
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2013 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 

 

  2014 Current Car Show Flyers 

Copies available by email 
contact Bill Richards 

Sept 5-6  Run for the Gold –          
                 Coarsegold/Oakhurst 
Sept 6      Central Valley Vietnam Vets Tulare 
Sept 13    Small town Cruzers Tulare 
Sept 20    Chowchilla 
Sept 27    Calvary Chapel Visalia 
Oct 3        Rods on the Bluff 

Bill Richards                 Activities Director    

559-375-3942 
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

2014 POCC Club Events 

September 
       25th-28th Western Regional 

October 
       4th Air Natl. Guard Family Day 
       6th The Beach Boys @ the Big Fresno Fair 
      17th POCC Halloween Party @ Berglund’s 

November 
       11th Veterans Day Parade  

December 
        7th POCC Christmas Party Madera 
       Christmas Tree Lane Hay Ride TBA 
       Christmas Party @ Berglund’s TBA 

   

 

A: The 
1969 

Pontiac 
Grand 

Prix. 
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Membership Meetings: 

Second Monday of the Month 

Yosemite Falls Cafe 
4278 W Ashlan Ave (Ashlan & 99) 

Fresno, CA 93722 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 

www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 

1967 
Pontiac GTO 
Being Built 
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