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President’s message  
 

Willa and I got back from our six week road trip, July 20th. We travelled nineteen states and put 
8,076 miles on the pick-up.  Of course Brian and Janet will be one up on us in miles and time 
gone.  Every time they emailed us, there were at least three states between us, they never did 
catch up :).  One of the highlights of our trip was Glacier National Park, awesome!  We took the 
tram to Logan's Pass, it is such a beautiful place, and the scenery is unmatched.  In Seattle, 
Washington, we got to visit with my cousins.  While there we toured the Boeing Assembly 
Plant.....didn't buy a plane though....they wanted 380 million, and that was without the engines.  
I suggested to one of the workers to put a couple of 455 cu. in. Pontiac engines in them, but he 
said "I thought they have been discontinued".  Oh, I guess I forgot about that! 

Again, I want to thank Dean Davison, for filling in for me at last month’s meeting.  I heard from 
some reliable sources that he would be a great President next year.  Hint, hint.  He's got my vote. 

We now have two months before our Western Regional Show at Bass Lake.  At our August 
meeting we will be finalizing the loose ends.  I want everyone to participate and help with the 
Show.  We have drawn up a master chart, listing all the different jobs that need to be assigned.  If 
everyone pitches in and helps, the Show will go smoothly, and the load will be spread out over 
many, instead of just a few. 

We need to keep in mind, that we are doing this for our two charities, which are "Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters" and "Honor Flight".  We only have a month and a half to contact our businesses, 
friends, and anyone you think might want to sponsor our cause.  So, let's give a final push, to get 
all that we can, for our charities!  If you feel uncomfortable with doing this, call me and I will do a 
follow up with your contact. 

I understand that Dennis Simonson and Sam Fisher did very well at the Monterey Concourse, 
Congrats to both of you! If you know of any upcoming car shows, be sure to contact our activities 
chairman, Bill Richards. I was told that the Pontiac Ladies Luncheon was well attended.  They had 
a tasty lunch at Sal's Mexican Restaurant. 

LET'S KEEP FOCUSED ON OUR WESTERN REGIONAL CAR SHOW! 

Sincerely, 

Ron Berglund 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  august 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

3 
 

 

 

  

 

Minutes 
Minutes of the July 14, 2014 Meeting 

1.  VP Dean Davison called the meeting to order at 7:OO pm 

2.  Guests/Visitors.  Tom Sandelin introduced his son Steven Sandelin 

3. Minutes of the June 9, 2014 meeting were reviewed. 

Motion by Bill Richards, seconded by Paula Yost and carried to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2014, meeting as     
submitted. 

4. Treasurers report.  Paula Yost reviewed the expenditures/revenues for the past month. All revenue generated was 
from Regional registrations and sales.  No expenditures for the month. 

5. Newsletter report.  John Berglund reported that the July newsletter included an article regarding Dennis Schwarz’s 
GTO.  He also indicated that pictures from the last month’s activities have been forwarded to Brian for inclusion on 
the website. 

6. Webmaster report---absent 

7. Old Business-Western Regional.  Dennis Simonson updated the club on the status of the  Western Regional 
planning. He also reported the contact he had made in sales of advertising in the Regional Program.  It was 
suggested that a contact list may need to be maintained for these sales. 

Dennis Schwarz gave a report on wine donations for Regional events and for raffle prizes. 

Bill Richards stated that Sam Fisher had provided an update on Regional registrations.  As of last week 98 cars have 
been pre-registered.  83 of 104 rooms have been reserved at the Pines.  In addition, orders are coming in for the 
events (such as banquet, clothing purchase, etc. at the Regional. 

Dean Division reviewed examples of the awards for the Regional.  He informed the club that the price was $3800 
and included the center pieces for the banquet... The center pieces will be auctioned at the close of the banquet 
and should bring in at least enough to pay for them.  It was also stated that the initial deposit should be around 
$2000 with the balance due when they are delivered. 

Motion by Bill Richards, Seconded by Bill Tenison and carried, to authorize payment for the Regional Awards 
including deposit and final payment 

8. New Business—None 

9. Activities-past.  The Chubbys club night occurred on Sat, July 12-8 club members participated.  Several car shows 
were attended by various members as depicted in the newsletter. 

Upcoming Activities-- Bill Richards reported that planned activities will slow because of the upcoming Regional.  
However, Rods on Bluff will occur on Aug 1.  In addition, a car show that some members usually attend “Hot August 
Daze” in Clovis will occur on Aug 16.  Registration flyers are available. 

Beach Boys concert on Oct 6-payment for members who expressed interested should be given or mailed to Paula 
Yost as soon as possible.  Payment for the concert will be made shortly after July 30.  Tickets should be available at 
the Aug meeting. 

10.  Ladies Luncheon will occur on Wed, July 30 at the Sal’s Restaurant located at Fresno St and Alluvial, in Fresno.  It 
will begin at 11am 

11. Attendance Drawing was won by Laurie Sandelin. 
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014 

President             Ron Berglund 559-259-2079 pontiac335@sbcglobal.net        
Vice President  Dean Davison 559-476-7280 deangdavison@sbcglobal.net
Secretary   Mary Walter 559- 299-4675 damawax4@sbcglobal.net  
Treasurer   Paula Yost 559-970-4774 yostpaula@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund 559-790-9271 johnberglund421@gmail.com
Activities   Bill Richards 559-375-3942 bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
Webmaster   Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, 
Yosemite Falls Café, Ashlan & 99 at 7PM.  Interested visitors are welcome. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Mission Statement: 

OUR MISSION, FUN! 

We are made up of a group of people with various 
backgrounds who have one thing in common, we 
LOVE Pontiacs. We drive 'em, work on 'em, 
polish 'em, restore 'em, break 'em (even cuss 'em) 
and have a lot of fun doing it. Be it an old '52 
Chieftain straight-eight, a new WS6 Trans Am, or 
anything in between. 

We are individuals, couples, and families that like to 
get together for a variety of activities. We host an 
annual judged car show and participate as a club in 
other local and regional car shows. We have 
informal BBQ Show and Shines and get together for 
Brunch and Dinner Cruises. We also attend the local 
Cruise Nights as a group. The cars in the club range 
from Concours cars, daily drivers, drag racers and 
cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to have 
FUN while enjoying our Pontiacs. 

If this sounds like something you would enjoy,  
JOIN US! 

 

Past POCC Presidents 

Bill Richards                             2013 
Keith Watts                              2012 
Jack Fusari                                2011 
Dave Valla                                2010 
Carl Smith                                 2009 
Joel Garrett `            2008 
Greg Griggs                              2007 
Bill Richards                             2006 
Andy Hoff                       2004-2005 
Ron Berglund                           2003 
Joel Garrett                    2001-2002 
Dan Seibert                              2000 
Michael Yoshihara                  1999 
Glen McGhie                            1998 
Joel Garrett                    1996-1997 
Ron Berglund                           1995 
Jeff Boyle                        1993-1994 
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"POCC ladies having fun celebrating Paula's birthday at Sal's Restaurant." 

 

Happy 
Birthday to 
Paula Yost! 

Ladies luncheon 
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My 1955 Pontiac Chieftain by Jim Toschi 

My 55’ Chieftain is only the second Pontiac that I’ve owned but it’s also one of the favorite cars I’ve had in terms 

of styling. The first car I purchased when I was a senior in High School was a 1957 Chevy Bel Air Hard Top; my 

brother sold it to me for $500 before he went into the Navy. I drove it until he returned with the deal being he 

would buy it back when he got out which is what he did.  Then I moved on to a 1964 Malibu I paid $300 for, it 

came from 3 Boys Auto Wreaking in Madera. The passenger fender was damaged and my uncle had a garage so he 

helped me get it fixed up. That was my college car. In the early 70’s I built a 62’ MG Midget for my girlfriend at the 

time, we would eventually get married. That was my only project car (until the Chieftain). I sold the MG to Don 

Bonander about twelve years ago. The first Pontiac I owned was a white with blue interior 1977 Firebird Formula 

with what I called a “mosquito” on the hood. We wanted to keep it but it had become too small and not very 

practical as a family car so in 1981 it was sold. 
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 I bought the 55’ Chieftain about ten 

years ago, because I’ve always liked 

the 50’s style cars. While I was looking 

for a car I called a guy I knew who had 

a 1956 T Bird to see if he would part 

with it.  He had sold it, but he said that 

he had a 1955 Pontiac that was nice 

and the price was right. At the time I 

couldn’t even picture what it looked 

like. He told me $4500 on the phone 

so I went over to look at it. When I got 

there he raised the price a $1000! I 

really liked the looks of the car and it 

was all there having never been taken 

apart or rebuilt. It has a 287cid 2bl 

with a hydro-matic transmission and a 

3.60 rear end gear. So I thought about 

it for a few days before deciding to go 

ahead and get it. There wasn’t a 

scratch on in but when the seller put it 

on the trailer he put a scratch on the 

rocker panel. I bondo’d and sanded 

the spot and primed it. The prime spot 

bothered me until I got it painted, 

(that was probably the main reason I 

had it repainted). 
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The Chieftain was originally from Oregon and it 

still had the 55’ Oregon plates on it. The 

odometer read 96,000 miles (105,000 now).  I 

didn’t care for the color which was a gray lower 

and a white upper; the white upper had a green 

tint to it. The interior was green with some wear 

and was all original. I drove the car about seven 

years off and on before I found a guy who would 

paint it for a reasonable price.  Little did I know it 

would take so long… to get it painted. The 

painter told me two months, two months turned 

into two and a half years! What he didn’t know 

was he was storing it for me sense I was in no 

real hurry at the time. I was worried about the 

engine sitting for so long at a dusty body shop. 

He also moved his shop and I thought he might 

lose my parts. At the time the car was taken 

down to bare metal, the bumpers, glass, and all 

stainless was removed. The floors were good and 

there wasn’t any rust around the rear window or 

the rockers. I chose the new color scheme to 

match the interior. Before I had taken the car to 

paint the entire interior went to the upholstery 

shop, I had him make the interior as close to 

original as possible. Well he finished in a month, 

so he bugged me the whole time to pick it up. At 

one point after he asked I joking said “maybe I’ll 

die first” thankfully it all worked out!! 

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  august 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

9 
 

 

 

  

The only problem I’ve had with the car was when I wasn’t having any problems. I had taken the Chieftain to my 

mechanic and he said the water pump was making noise so we changed it. Right after it began heating up! So I 

took it back and had the thermostat changed and the heating problem went away. While I had the overheating 

problem it caused me to miss the Madera Classic Car Show. The next week I took the Pontiac to the Relay for Life 

Car Show and won second place that was the first time I had shown the car. I’ve been going to the Madera show 

for many years and thought about joining POCC but I wanted to have a car first. So upon completion that’s just 

what I did. 

I like the fact that you don’t see a lot of 55’ Pontiacs at the shows I’ve been to. It makes it seem like its more 

unique and it brings back more nostalgia than other cars. It’s also fun to get waves from people I pass on the 

street. I plan on keeping my car as close to original as I can. Future upgrades will be to rebuild the engine and to 

put wide white walls on it. 
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Pontiac’s at chubby’s night was on July 12. It was attended by Bill & Cheryl 
Richards, Bill Tenison, Lori & Tom Sandelin, and John Berglund. The weather 
was not too overly hot but tolerable and the burgers were great. 

 

 

Cruise  in 
  Saturday nights 

1st & gettysburg 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE ROAD – Vol II  
     

August 2014 
 
 

Brian and I are now on our way home from our cross country RV adventure.  We have been traveling for about two 
and a half months and are excited to be home tomorrow, but also disappointed that the trip is over.  There are 
several areas of the country we visited that we would enjoy exploring further.  And there are some states and areas 
that we didn’t get to that would still be fun to see.   
 
Some observations from the road:   
 
There seems to be road construction on EVERY highway and interstate, especially during the summer months.  
Guess they have to do it sometime!  California highways are much better than most states. The smoothest stretch of 
road we traveled on was in Canada. 
 
Corn fields were in EVERY state we went through (after AZ, NM, etc.).  We were surprised to see corn growing in 
Ontario, Canada.  It seems like their growing season would be too short.  
 
Wind turbines were in almost every state we were in.   
 
Drivers on the East Coast do NOT know how to merge onto a freeway.         
 
Brian was so thoughtful that he took me on a cruise on our anniversary.  Well, it was a one-hour cruise on a ferry 
from Salem, MA to Boston!!  It’s a great way to travel to Boston without driving there.  We enjoyed exploring all the 
history in Boston. Our cruise included the return trip to Salem! 
 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 








                       ▲ Trinity Church, Boston 
               Reflected in John Hancock building                                                            Boston skyline ▲ 


Billboards on the Interstate:   

 
 “24 Hour Toe Service” Body Shop &Towing Service 

Yes, it was spelled that way.  I almost stopped for a pedicure! 
 

“Next Rest Stop, Anyone’s Guess” CENEX billboard, SD 
 

“Find the Right One for Her Left One” jewelry store billboard with picture of diamond ring 
 

“Good Sammiches, Cold Beer” restaurant billboard, SD (that’s how it was spelled) 
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We also went on a “cruise” to Jamestown, VA – we had to take a ferry across the James River 
from where we were staying.  It was a fairly large ferry that held about 50 cars, and – wait for it – 
it was free!!  Wow, when we went to see some waterfalls in the Poconos, there was a charge of 
$12 each to see them.  What??!!  I only enjoy viewing waterfalls I don’t have to pay for. 


 Some creative business names:   

 
“Piece of Cake”  Bakery/Café  Rapid City, SD 
“Two Girls and a Cupcake”  Bakery    Illinois 
“Full Belli Deli”      Townsend, MT 
”Pak Rat Palace”  Self Storage Rapid City, SD 
“Crock a Doodle”  Pottery Studio Brantlford, ONT 

                  My feet in Minneapolis ▲ 
 
Even though my dear husband does not want to travel to faraway places, we did go to the 
following places on this trip:  Wales, Essex, York, Scotland, London, Amsterdam, St Croix, 
Warsaw, Peru, Marseilles and Manhattan.  Jealous yet?  Ok, as you probably figured out 
already, these are all cities in the U.S. that we drove through or near.  And the town of 
Manhattan was in Montana.  We also saw three towns named Woodstock. 

 
We were in Minneapolis right before the All Star Game was to take place 
there.  It’s a beautiful city with skyways networking the downtown area 
together so that it’s possible to walk all over downtown without going 
outside.  The restaurants, coffee stands and shops are so accessible to 
those who work and shop downtown; and they can avoid the bitter cold 
winter weather.   While we were there, we spotted this Amphicar – which 
was a car from the 1960s that was made to drive into the water and 
become a boat!  This was the first time I’d seen one in person; it had a 
bumper sticker that said “I Brake for Fish”.  Totally cool, even though it 

wasn’t really a good car or a good boat.  See more info about this car on Brian’s website in his 
August newsletter at:  californiacarclubs.com   There’s an interesting  
news video of several Amphicars in a local lake. 
 
Our dog, Bella, and our RV mascot skunk totally enjoyed our trip.   

 
 
 
 
If you’re not tired of hearing about our travels 
yet, I still have a lot to tell you about; including Deadwood, Mt 
Rushmore, Crazy Horse and the Little Bighorn Battlefield.  Plus, I’ve 
collected quite a few vanity plates the past couple of months; AND we 
got to walk behind Niagara Falls.  
 
Tune in next month, 
 

-Janet Massey 
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2013 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 

 

      2014 POCC Club Events 
 

Sept 
   25th-28th Western Regional 

October 
   The Beach Boys @ the Big Fresno Fair 

2014 Current Car Show Flyers 

 
Copies available by email 

contact Bill Richards 
Sept 5-6  Run for the Gold –          
                 Coarsegold/Oakhurst 
Sept 6      Central Valley Vietnam Vets Tulare 
Sept 13    Small town Cruzers Tulare 
Sept 20    Chowchilla 
Sept 27    Calvary Chapel Visalia 

Bill Richards                 Activities Director    

559-375-3942 
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

John Delorean’s 
1963  

Swiss Cheese 
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2007 CORVETTE 

LESS THAN 14,000 MILES, LS2 6.0 LITER 400 HP ENGINE, 6-SPEED PADDLE SHIFT 
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, MAGNETIC SELECTIVE RIDE CONTROL, 4 WHEEL POWER 
DISC BRAKES WITH LARGER CROSS DRILLED BRAKE ROTORS, REMOVABLE 

TRANSPARENT ROOF, KEYLESS ACCESS WITH PUSH BUTTON START, 5 SPOKE ALUMINUM 
WHEELS, LIMITED SLIP DIFFERENTIAL, TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEM, POWER WINDOWS, 

POWER DOOR LOCKS & POWER SPEED SENSING RACK & PINION STEERING. 

3LT PREFERRED EQUIPMENT GROUP INCLUDES: HEAD-UP DISPLAY, BOSE PREMIUM 7 SPEAKER SYSTEM W/ 6 DISC CD 
CHANGER & STEERING WHEEL CONTROLS, LEATHER HEATED 6 WAY POWER SEATS W/ MEMORY PACKAGE, POWER 
TELESCOPING TILT STEERING WHEEL, AUTOMATIC DUAL ZONE AIR CONDITIONING/HEAT AND MORE. 

PAINT IS MACHINE SILVER METALLIC WITH TITANIUM GRAY INTERIOR. 

Asking $33,500 
Contact Sam Fisher, (559) 718-9350, fisher_s@unwiredbb.com, Madera, CA 

 

mailto:fisher_s@unwiredbb.com
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 

  

General Membership Meetings: 

Second Monday of the Month 

Yosemite Falls Cafe 
4278 W Ashlan Ave (Ashlan & 99) 

Fresno, CA 93722 

Dinner: 6:00PM / Meeting: 7:00PM 

www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org 
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