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Greetings, from my home town, New Rockford, North Dakota. We have been on the
road for four weeks. Our adventure started June 7th. Our first stop was Laughlin,
NV.....we hoped this first stop would pay for our trip, BUT....not the case, LOL!!! We
stayed in beautiful Williams, AZ, where we had an awesome helicopter ride over the
Grand Canyon. We had pick-up problems in Albuquerque, NM. We took it to the Chevy
Dealership and they determined that it needed two injectors and an ejector pump. So
after two days set back and $$$$, we were on the road again. Eventually, after a family
wedding, and meeting several of Willa's relatives, we made it to Wichita for the Pontiac
National Convention. What an experience that was, there were over 400 cars in
attendance. All of the cars were under cover at the Wichita Convention Center. The
first two days I was involved in "tech" (to see that all of the car's accessories worked
properly). The third day was a full day of meetings for the Directors. We discussed next
year's convention, which will be in Louisville, Kentucky, among other things which I will
fill you in on when I return. I was also involved in Judging.
I was so proud of our Pontiac's of Central California. At the Saturday Night Awards
Banquet, our club was recognized three times, Brian Massey won First Place Award for
the Best Website, John Berglund won the First Place Award for the best News Letter,
and we got a Certificate recognizing our Club's 20th year anniversary.
Willa and I met some wonderful Pontiac people; they all had one thing in common,
preserving the Pontiac Car and to keep the organization fresh, and to promote
membership.
We will continue to head West tomorrow, with more adventures like Medora, ND
Amphitheatre, with Pitch Fork Steak BBQ, visiting the badlands of ND, etc.
I want to thank Dean Davison for filling in for me while we are roaming this beautiful
country! But there is one thing we have to keep in mind, and that is the Western
Regional Car Show. We need everyone to contact your friends, merchants, etc. to get
advertising monies to support our venture. When we get back we will hit the ground
running to make sure we have all the committees covered.
I hope everyone had a wonderful 4th of July, and we will see you back in town
around July 22!! Ron Berglund
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Pontiacs of Central California
Minutes June 9, 2014
in the absence of Ron Berglund
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Dean Davidson
Previous minutes approved by Paula Yost and seconded.
Treasures report given by Paula Yost., Final report on financial business on the Madera car show.
Visitor for the June meeting was Gary Lieb who recently acquired 2 Fierro’s.
News Letter Report given by John Berglund. Noted that corrections to the roster should be directed
to Sam Fisher. Featured car, Sam Fisher.
Webmaster: On the road. Web site is up to date. Information on the Western Regional is
available.
Old Business: Madera car show. Committee to explore other venues for future car show. Attention
to conflicts, sponsors, and location prior to Dec... Andy Hoff, Sam Fisher and Bill Richards
identified as participants in committee.
Report on Western Regional. 90 preregistered, 30 rooms still available. Needs: Raffle prizes, items
for goody bags based of a figure of 200, possible sponsor for bags for goody bags. Dave Valla can
be contacted on raffle prizes and Paula Yost will be available for storage of goody bag items.
Adds for program still a concern

New Business: All relating to Western Regional
Activities: Peoples Church car show June 14.We are scheduled to be at the farmers market in
Clovis on June 20th, June 25 at 11:30 Ladies lunch will be at the Mediterranean at Fresno and
Gettysburg chosen by this month’s birthday , Tina Valla.
Pavilion shopping center every Wed. thru Sept.
July 12, Chubbys on Gettysburg.
Two of our members placed in car show in San Louis, Dennis Simonson took 1st in class and Sam
Fisher placed 3rd.
Attendance Drawing David Harvey not present. $30 next meeting
Submitted Mary Walter
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Ladies luncheon
Pocc girls enjoying Tina Valla's birthday at our monthly luncheon.
We tried the Mediterranean Restaurant on Fresno Street.

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster
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The following is the story of how I acquired my 64 GTO. By Dennis Schwartz
Sometime in the middle of 2001, while I was still working for the fire department, I responded to a
medical emergency call. At that location I noticed a GTO parked in the driveway. After the emergency
was over, the lady of the house and I talked for a few minutes and I asked if the GTO was hers. She
mentioned that the car had belonged to her husband, but he had passed away about 2 years earlier. I
told her I was sorry for her loss.
As we talked more, she showed me some pictures of her husband racing the 64 GTO. I then asked
her if she might be thinking of sell the car. She told me that her daughter wouldn't let her sell the car
until her daughter's 64 GTO convertible was back on the road. I left her my phone number and asked
if she might let me know when she was ready to sell.
As time passed, I would drive by the house to see if the car was still there. I finally stopped one day
and knocked on her door. I asked if she had what I would need to wash the car. She brought me a
bucket, some rags, and some soap. After washing the car, I told her that I couldn't stand to see the
car getting that dirty.
More time passed, and while walking voter precincts in the area I came to her house. I knocked on
her door and as she answered she said "I just left a message on your answering machine." I asked her
what the message was and she replied that she was ready to sell the GTO. I told her I would return in
a few hours after I was finished with what I was doing.
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GTO's battery was dead. I took the
battery to the fire station where I
worked and charged it overnight. The
next morning I tried again and finally
got the GTO started. Immediately I
smelled raw gas and found the fuel
line leaking severely. After replacing
the fuel line I again started the GTO
and let the engine warm up. I then
asked the lady if we could test drive
the car. She looked at me, smiled and
tossed me the keys saying "go have
some fun".
I drove the car a few miles to a
friend’s location. He knew a lot about
cars and had crewed on some racing
teams. After checking the car over, my
friend told me “If I were you I'd buy
this car". I returned the car and told
the lady that I had to speak with my
wife before making any decision. The
next morning I called and told the lady
that I wanted the car. Following some
negotiating we decided on a price and
the car was mine. Since the purchase,
I've had the vehicle documented by
PHS that it is a true 64 GTO and not a
clone.
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- It had a 1970 455 engine block with
1971 low compression, polished and
ported heads
- Tri-power carbs
- A heavy duty 4 core radiator
- A 5 speed Doug Nash transmission
- 331 Posi rear end.
Over the years I have made some
changes and this is how the GTO is
today:
-It has a 1967 400 engine block with
350 low compression, polished and
ported heads
-A quadrajet 4 barrel carb
-A 4 speed Super T-10 transmission
-the radiator and rear end is the same.
Because of the lowered compression
ratio, my GTO runs cooler than most
GTOs and it runs fine on Regular Pump
Gas. The only changes I might make in
the future are an original 64 four speed
shifter and reinstalling the tri-power
carbs. Several people have commented
that they really liked the tri-power
setup on my car.
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Something that has not been mentioned this whole article has been the name of the previous owner
who restored this 64 Pontiacs
GTO. His
name CALIFORNIA
is Gary Kizer and the "lady
of NEWSLETTER
the house" I mentioned is his wife
of CENTRAL
July 2014
Kristine. Although I never met the man, I've been told that he owned a body and paint shop in the
Fresno area called Royal Auto Body. His specialty was restoring GTOs. He took about 10 years to
complete this GTO which he used as a daily driver to and from work. I understand that he got to drive
it for about 7 or 8 years before his passing. I've also learned that Gary Kizer was one of the original
members that were instrumental in forming the Pontiacs of Central California.
I feel very lucky to own this 1964 GTO and if you can hear me Gary, I thank you for doing such a fine
job. I also would like to thank Kristine for remembering me when she was ready to let the car go.

8

Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

July 2014 NEWSLETTER

On Saturday, June 7th Diane and I motored over to San Luis Obispo to attend the Sunday, June 8 th Concours show
held at the Madonna Inn. The San Luis Obispo Concours is a show to benefit Hospice of San Luis Obispo County.
We arrived around noonish and went to lobby to check in. Also checking in at the same time was Elaine Fisher. I
was surprised to see that the Fishers would also be attending the Concours Show on Sunday. We basically hung
out the rest of the Saturday afternoon watching participants arriving for Sunday show. Diane and I also attended
the Saturday night Gala Dinner held at the San Luis Country Club. One of the gentlemen I invited to sit with us was
John Connelly’s nephew, Brad. Remember John Connelly was Texas Governor from 1963-1969. Jim and I
disagreed about the shooting that day on November 22, 1963, but had a great evening with good food and
fellowship.
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Sunday morning up bright and early. Waited to after 7 AM on Sunday morning, due to fog, before pulling trailer on
field to unload Pontiac. Field personnel let me park right by my class to unload vehicle. The Concours field was very
big with a lot of green grass. The Concours field is located on the east side of the Madonna Inn. Sam Fisher left his
Judge on the field overnight. The winds coming out of the west would not allow Sam to keep a cover on the Judge
the evening before. I was surprised to find out that Sam’s Judge did not require special rub down to get moisture off
that morning. Sam’s class was close to mine so we could get to gather to compare notes as show went on. There
were hundreds of spectators that day. Diane and I had a chance to meet a lot of great folks that day.
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Judging is now over and I think it went very good. I am not saying that because the Pontiac won its class, I feel the
Concours Judges did a very admirable job on each vehicle. This was my first time to drive the Pontiac through the
winners circle at a Concours event. Sam did very well also. The Pontiac Judge took second place in the Muscle Car
Class. An Oldsmobile 442 barely beat the Judge. So Sam and Elaine also had the opportunity to drive through the
winners circle. After the show, Diane and I loaded the Pontiac and went to Morro Bay to stay. I forgot to mention
that you who follow what room you stayed in at the Madonna, we stayed in the Indian room. I was only shot once
with arrow landing in safe place. If I had turned on lights, it could be a different story??
Thank You
11
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Jack & Sue Fusari, Bill & Cheryl Richards, Ron, Willa & John Berglund were together
for one of the weekly Wednesday night gatherings at the pavilion on Bullard &
West. The Crowd was a little thin that day maybe because of a change from
Thursday nights last year; it has yet to catch back on. The evening was pleasant
with plenty of evening shade, and a live band playing classic rock.
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car

June 14, 2014
After a few years off from going to the Peoples Car Show Cherie and I decided to face the heat and
go. To our surprise the church has changed the location of the car show to a large, mostly shaded
parking lot. As a result, about 200 cars were easily parked in a nice shady area. This, along with a
rather mild summer day and an enhanced sound system provided by Mike King (speed of sound)
resulted in a great outing. This was a judged car show which seemed to run rather smoothly with only
a little breakdown towards the end with getting the judging results completed in a timely manner, but
this can happen to the best of them.
In the past I have always looked forward to visiting some of the food trucks that participate in the
Peoples Church event. This year was no different, so right after we got there and got set up I began my
search for my favorite; The Fried Pie truck. I was quite satisfied when I found that this truck was again
present. A deep fried peach pie with lots of ice cream. I will definitely go again next year! Bill Richards
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I attended the 4th annual People’s Church car show on sat June 14. Also in attendance were Bill and
Cheryl Richards, Mike and Larry King with the Vukovich Tribute car, and John Berglund who was busy
snapping pictures. Approx. 230 vehicles were there all kinds of tractors, cars and pickup trucks. Bill
Richards picked up a real nice 2nd place in the muscle car class, good job, Bill! Ron Coppola took third
place with his California Special Mustang. The weather was great, 93 degrees, and we all had a great
time there. Bill Tenison
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The statue is called “The
Keeper of the Plains” and
is placed on the Arkansas
River where the Little Ark.
and the Ark. River meet.
The Ark River runs
through Wichita, and it
ran right by the hotel
where the convention was
held. Willa Berglund
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Several club members displayed their cars at the Clovis Farmers market on Friday night, June
20. It was great evening weather wise and everybody enjoyed the Farmers Market, especially
the food part. As I have noticed in the past, there is a lot of interest in our cars at this event
along with many stories about how somebody had one of these back in the day. With our
upcoming Western Regional we may not be able to attend another Farmers Market this year as I
think the last one is at the end of Sept. Our future attendance may also be limited due to the
ever decreasing space available for our cars. However, it seems we should always be able to
display up to 6-8 cars at a time but other car clubs also participate weekly... It's always a fun
event so I hope we can continue. Members attending included Jack and Sue Fusari, Dave and
Tina Valla and their sons, Darrell and Mary Walter, Bill and Cherie Richards and Andy and Diana
Hoff. We also had a pass through by Dennis Schwarz. Bill Richards
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THOUGHTS FROM THE ROAD - July 2014
Brian and I have been driving cross country in our RV for about six weeks; we are
currently in Vermont and heading back into New York (and West!) tomorrow. This
is some of what we’ve learned so far:

Janet Massey

The western end of Interstate 40 begins in Barstow, CA and continues for 2554
miles to the eastern end in Wilmington, NC. Along Int. 40 in Arizona, we saw “Holy
Moses Wash” and “Rattlesnake Wash”. In Flagstaff we saw squirrels with rabbitlike ears and really bushy tails. What the …? We found out they are Kaibab
squirrels, supposedly only found in the Grand Canyon area; but we call them
sqwabbits!
Some Route 66 fans apparently like to walk on it. We saw several people walking
and pushing carts along Route 66 – on the highway!! This was in New Mexico or
Texas. We drove a large part of Route 66.
Billboard in Albuquerque: ”Staying in Business Sale”
The main street in the small town of Davenport, OK, is part of Route 66 and is
still paved with original bricks. Beginning in Oklahoma, we noticed that
everyone keeps their huge lawns and the sides of the road mowed.
Sometimes it’s several acres, but it’s always neat and mowed. This has been
true all through Arkansas, Virginia and all of New England. We also started
seeing lightening bugs/fire flies in Oklahoma and have seen them in every
state since. I caught one on my birthday!
Church sign in Drumwright, OK: “Weather Forecast for Tonight – DARK”
The state capitol in Little Rock, Ark. will let you go into the vault in the State Treasurer’s office
and hold piles of money. I held $130,000 and Brian held $32,000!!! Then they take your photo
and post it on their website. Hope we’re not on a wanted poster somewhere. Places we
noticed in OK and Ark. with funny names: “Pig Out Palace”, “ Hog Wild BBQ Café”, “Pig Trail
Scenic By-Way”, “Toad Suck Park,” & “Landers Toad Suck Harley- Davidson”. Question: Why
are the Boston Mountains in Arkansas?
It’s lovely to stay right next to the Mississippi River near Memphis, but beware of pesky biting
flies. Also, the ducks at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis are trained to ride the elevator from the
roof at 11 a.m., walk the red carpet to their fountain in the lobby, and
stay there until 5 p.m., when they walk back to the elevator on the red
carpet and return to their roof penthouse. This has happened since the
1930’s.
Billboards in Tennessee: “State’s Largest Selection of Moonshine”
“Single White Billboard Seeking Meaningful Advertiser
for Long-Term Relationship”
The electronic freeway signs in Tennessee say:

“Buckle Up Y’all”

Car Wash in Knoxville, TN: “Liquidy Split”
24
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The state capitol in Knoxville, Tennessee, is reached by climbing HUNDREDS of stairs because
it’s on a knoll. Also of importance . . . the building is not open on Saturday! Wish we’d known . .
We learned that our bug spray wasn’t good enough and had to buy some to hopefully keep
away the ticks and deer ticks (which are very tiny). Not a fun project to check yourself for bugs!!
Aside from ticks, the state parks in Virginia and Pennsylvania are wonderful places to stay.
In Virginia we saw “Poor Farm Road” and “Cow Pasture River”. In a
beautiful farming area in Maryland, we saw “Good Intent Road”. In
Gettysburg, there is a “History Nerds Tour Co.” At one point in Virginia,
we were at the intersection of “Pohick” and “Backlick” streets. Hmmmm.
There was also a Pohick Church.
Since the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in Gloucester, MA
in 1623, more than 10,000 fishermen from Gloucester have been lost at
sea. “The Perfect Storm” book – and eventual movie – was based on a
true story about the fishing fleets in “Glosta”.
As many of you know, Hemmings publishes
their magazines in Bennington, Vermont. Next
door they also have a retro gas station (still a
full-service station), store/gift shop and automobile exhibit – all free.
There are so many historical sites and beautiful areas to see in our
country, that there would never be enough time to see them all. But
we are trying to see as much as we can; and we’ve met lots of friendly
people along the way. We’ve been able to meet up with friends in
Virginia and Connecticut; and made new friends in Pennsylvania, New
Hampshire and Vermont. Yesterday at Hemmings, we visited with a guy from Norway who was
traveling over 3,000 miles with his wife and FOUR children in a 1964 Road Runner that he’d just
purchased. No a/c of course! He was leaving it with a friend when he returns
to Norway.
Well, even though we’ve been in a small space
together with our dog for six weeks – so far we still like
each other!! For those who may be interested, our
new dog, Bella, is a great traveler and happy camper.
Only a few thousand miles to go!

Photo taken on a ferry near Jamestown, VA. We miss y’all . . .
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2013 Pontiacs of Central
California Activities
2014 Current Car Show Flyers

2014 POCC Club Events
July

Updated 5/1/2014

TBA BBQ

Copies available by email
contact Bill Richards

Aug
st

1 Rods on the Bluff

Sept
25th-28th Western Regional

July 19 Woodlake

October
The Beach Boys @ the Big Fresno Fair

Sept 5-6 Run for the Gold –
Coarsegold/Oakhurst
Sept 6 Central Valley Vietnam Vets Tulare
Sept 13 Small town Cruzers Tulare
Sept 20 Chowchilla
Sept 27 Calvary Chapel Visalia

Bill Richards

Activities Director

559-375-3942
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
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Classified ads
FOR SALE:
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weatherstripping for sale:
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too)
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20
69-72 A-body door seals $59
64-5 A-body door seal $59
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59
73-7 A-body door seals %59
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59
Lots more call for needs.
Dennis Baker 559 322-8441
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