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President’s message  
 

First of all, I want to thank Dean for standing in for me while Willa and I 
frolicked around Spain.  I understand Dean did a wonderful job in my 
absence.  I know he will do an equally good job while I'm away again 
in June and July, this time Willa and I will be at the POCI National 
Convention in Wichita, Kansas. 

I also want to thank Brian Massey and Dennis Simonson, for the time they 
spent with the people at Bass Lake Resort, confirming the arrangements 
for the Western Regional Car Show.  Brian and Dennis were able 
to present the pros and cons, to continue doing the Western Regional 
event to the club.  This was important due to the fact that we needed to 
put this to a final vote. Now that we are going forward with the show, we 
need to focus on our assigned jobs to make this show successful.  The 
most important thing that we all have to do, is to contact our friends, 
businesses, and other contacts, to raise advertising monies to cover our 
expenses, and to give to our charities we have chosen.  I have great 
confidence in our members to meet these obligations. 
I have talked with Sam Fisher, and he told me that we have ninety 
cars entered, and the rooms are going fast.  This tells me that 
our Western Regional is a very popular event. A lot of people out of state 
are making this a vacation. 

Willa and I will be leaving for the POCI National Convention in Wichita, 
Kansas soon.  As your new Western Regional Director, they have put me 
to work.....I will be judging cars, have tech responsibilities, and will 
attend several meetings. I am looking forward to a great week being with 
all the other Pontiac, Oakland and GMC enthusiasts. After the convention 
we will be visiting relatives from both sides of our families, on our way to 
North Dakota.  While in North Dakota we will spend 4th of July in my 
home town of New Rockford.  From there, we will take the Northern route 
home via Seattle, then to Fresno. 

Ron Berglund 
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Minutes 

Pontiacs of Central California 
Minutes May 12, 2014 

In the absence of Ron Berglund 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Dean Davidson 

Previous minutes approved by Brian Massey and approved by majority present... 

Treasures report given by Paula Yost., Madera Car show report of finances as 

well as general funds. Approved. 

Visitors at our May meeting were: Robert Winter (GTO), Paton Swanson (A-
bodies, G-bodies) as well as Paton Swanson (77 TRANS AM) and son. 

News Letter Report given by John Berglund. John continues to be recognized for 

an outstanding newsletter as well as features on member’s cars. He is always 

looking for his next feature. 

Webmaster: Brian Massey: The POCC web site is up to date, with many Pictures. 

Site has pictures of the Madera Car Show as well as many other things going on in 

the clubs world.  Information on the Western Regional is available. 

Old Business: Madera car show needs reworking, rethinking. Sponsorship and 

weather as well as other activities on same weekend gave less than favorable 

results. 

 Readiness for the upcoming Western Regional Car Show discussed at length. 

Advertisements are needed for the program and are not coming in as expected. 

Discussion on Pines new management and what it could mean to us.  

Brian gave areas in planning where we might save some money. 

Sam Fisher made a motion that we continue with plans for Western Regional. Lori 

Sandelin seconded the motion. A vote of 16 for and 6 against was taken with 

several who did not vote. 

Activities for the month included; Kingsburg car show, Rods on The Bluff, Tower 

car show and Air Guard Show 

New Business: Chukchansi is in our future plans. Looking forward to Rods on The 

Bluff.  Clovis showed an interest in having or cars on the 30
th

 of May but little 

interest expressed.  We are scheduled to be at the farmers market on June 20
th

.  

Activities: Ladies lunch was left unsettled. 

Attendance Drawing Not Present. $20 next meeting 

 

Submitted Mary Walter 
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  Pocc Welcome’s two 
new members 

 
Jim Toschi 

And his 
1955 

Pontiac 
Chieftain 

 

 
Mark 

Gunderson 

And his 
1971 

Pontiac 
GTO 
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warrior’s rides 

 

  
“Spirit of 76” by Curtis Gunderson 

Well, I just passed my 75 birthday and after my 3rd stroke in the last ten years, I thought I better talk about my life 
with automobiles, growing up in the 50s, and how that affected my existence thereafter. I was working at a service 
station before I even knew how to drive, I learned how in my sophomore year in drivers Ed. At 16 I got my driver’s 
license and freedom. If you’ve ever lived in a country town and the big city is 7 miles away you know what I mean. At 
18 I got a class B driver’s license and drove school bus for four years till I got a real job. Let me regress back to my car 
life. My first car was my folks 41’ Chevy, it was collateral on a loan so they could buy their first GOOD auto, a 54 Olds 
98. That being said here is a short bio of the car experiences I’ve had through the years. 

 

My first car was the 41 Chevy 2door sedan, after that I had a 50 Ford sedan which was totaled (dual blame). Then I 
moved onto a 41 Chevy coupe used as a work car. I let the high school auto shop do a valve job on it but they never 
got it running. I sold it to a friend who got it running then his good pals decided to customize it after a beer bust, 
they destroyed the car. Then I had a 54 Mercury 2 door sedan which I traded for the best car of my life, a 57 Chevy 
210 2 door hard top. It had 270 hp, two 4s, 3-speed with over drive. I went on my honeymoon with my dream girl in 
this car. Later on I overhauled the 283 while she was carrying our first child, a girl. After we had our second child she 
told me we needed a bigger car; like a station wagon! So I traded it for the worst car of my life a 60 Chevy Corvair 
station wagon. 
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We kept it for two years and then bought a 57 four door hardtop Pontiac Chieftain. It was a bare bones vehicle. It had 
a small V8 with an automatic, radio and a heater. It was a very nice looking car. While we were waiting at a signal the 
driver in front of us didn’t go till the light turned yellow. A guy making a right turn drove into our right front fender. It 
damaged my car and my wife. To make matters worse he was drunk, no insurance, and had a suspended license, he 
was a long line truck driver. The car was repaired and driven a few more years. 
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After the Pontiac was wrecked the car life took 
the back seat to life in general. Raising two 
kids and trying to find a good job with benefits 
and maintaining the cars I had along with 
everyone’s health and needs. Then in the 
1990s mine and my wife’s health began to fail. 
While my wife spent the last three years of 
her life fighting cancer, my neighbor Berta 
would help around our house while I was 
working to pay the bills. She never took any 
kind of payment from me. Even after my wife 
passed she would come over while I was away 
to check on the house. She often had little 
problems with her house or car which I would 
help her with. The car she had that I worked 
on was a 76 Pontiac Trans Am; triple black. 
She traded a GTO in on the brand new Trans 
Am. The car was special ordered the way she 
wanted, no off the shelf for her! She was 
celebrating her 50th birthday and it was also 
the 50th anniversary of Pontiac Motor Division. 
Berta drove and loved this Trans-Am every day 
for 30 years.  In 2005 she developed 
sundowners. Her son would disable the car so 
she wouldn’t drive off and get lost. I didn’t 
know this so she would get me to fix the car 
for her. Eventually her son found a new place 
for her and took the car away. I told him I 
would purchase the vehicle.  I paid a little 
more than fair market value for it, but I knew 
it was going to provide for her care so I didn’t 
mind. When he signed the pink slip over and 
put 333k for the mileage I was a little 
surprised because Berta always said 200k but 
her son had seen to the maintenance. He said 
Berta insisted the Pontiac Service Manuel be 
followed. It has paid off. 
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All I have done to the Trans Am are simple 
repairs and replacements. The car is still 
numbers matching and is also PHS 
documented.  It has had a paint job three 
years ago and I’ve recently chromed and 
replaced the valve covers. There has not 
been any internal engine work done nor 
has it been driven hard. It runs and rides 
great for such a high mileage car. I just 
hope my 2001 Chevy 1500 that now has 
150k runs that well when it gets that many 
miles on its odometer. I trust I will be here 
to see it!   

My son has finally got his 1971 GTO 
running except for the engine it is stock. It 
has a 455 a little pumped up. He has 
already won a few “best of show” awards 
and we plan on doing more shows together 
in the future which is fun when they hear 
his Tiger roaring and mine purring!!! 
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1976 Pontiac Trans-Am 

A true high mileage 
survivor. 360,000 miles. 
Customer factory order. 

Numbers matching.    
PHS documented. 

1st                           
Cubbies’ Friday 2006 

Best of Class           
Dinuba 2007 

Best of Class              
Clovis Shrine 2009 

Best of Show              
144th Fighter Wing 
Family Day 2009 

Best of Class          
Solvang Wheels & 

Windmills 2010 & 11 

Outstanding Award 
Mendiola’s Classics 

Fundraiser 2011 

 
“SPRIIT of 76” 

50th ANNIVERSARY of PONTIAC MOTOR DIVITION. 

This TRANS-AM was special ordered by a lady who was celebrating her 50th birthday. She drove and 
loved this Trans-Am every day for 30 years. 

When failing health forced her to give up her way of life in 2006 I purchased the Trans-Am from her 
family. She was my neighbor and Friend for many years. 

My thanks to the following for working to keep this car original to the dealer order sheet. 

Cal-State Muffler of Clovis                 Mike’s Signs of Salinas 
Carbex of Clovis              RTS of Salinas 

Clovis body and Paint             Tire Country of Fresno 

 

Mark Gunderson’s 1971 GTO & Curt’s “Sprit of 76” TA 

Mark & Curt Gunderson with Curt’s brothers Michael & Richard      
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Rods on the bluff was held on May 2nd the car count was down a little 
from the April show due to a chance of hot weather. However the 
evening turned out to be very nice. Bill & Cheryl Richards, Ron & Willa 
Berglund and John & Wyatt Berglund were present. 
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Relay for life  

Jim Wins 2nd Place 

The Relay for Life Fund Raiser is a long time annual event in Madera that runs for two day 

on the first weekend in May.  It is held in honor of those who have lost their life to cancer as 
well as those who have survived.  Many different clubs, businesses and schools are involved 

in this event and 100% of the funds that are collected are donated to The Cancer Society. 
 
About three years ago Madera Classic Cars started hosting a car show on the first day of the 

event.  All money that is collected from the car show is donated to Relay for Life.  At this 
year’s Relay for Life car show club member Jim Toschi won 2nd Place with his 1955 Pontiac 

Chieftain.  I believe this may have been the first time Jim has entered his car in a show, not 
bad for a first showing. 
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May 3. 2014 the annual Vukovich Memorial face was held at the Madera speedway pre-race events included several 
classic cars, street rods and vintage race cars on display. Fans arriving early were able to view the cars and visit with 
car owners. As time was nearing for the race to start all of the display cars were moved onto the race track for 
opening ceremonies. Always a crowd pleaser they received a nice round of applause. Also part of this display was 
Janet Vukovich King in her Vuky lll legacy super modified, which she made a few parade laps. Her cousin Billy 
Vukovich lll was a popular driver in this series driving the Spirit of Madera car. Her super is a tribute to that car. 
Janet’s only issue for the evening happened after her laps ---, she couldn't get her helmet off but her smile was big 
and wide. Two of her granddaughters were the Trophy Queens. Mark your calendars for May? 2015, and maybe we 
can do it again .Janet would like to thank those who brought their car to the event. It’s always great fun when you’re 
with friends. 
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Bill Tenison won1st in muscle cars, Bill Tenison and Julie Condon were present as well as 
Jim and Janie Keller. They own the white knight Cadillac pictured 
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The car show at the Fresno Blood Bank was attended by over a 
hundred cars. There was three times more blood given this year as in 
the past.  Those who attended from our club were Bill Tenison, Jack 
and Sue Fusari, and Ron and Willa Berglund. 
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The Red Caboose Restaurant on the corner of Academy and Shaw had a car 
show on May 31st.  They had over 80 cars in attendance.  A Live Band, called 
the Outlaws, played "oldies" throughout the day. Awards were presented at 2 
p.m.  Bill Tenison took 1st, in muscle car, and Bill Richards took 2nd, in muscle 
car, Ron Berglund won 1st place in all original.  John Berglund brought his 
Catalina to the show also.  This was a good day, with a lot of nice cars, and a 
lot of sunshine. 
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2014 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 

  

2014 POCC Club Events 
June 
   6th Rods on the Bluff 
   13th Clovis Farmers Market 

July 
   TBA BBQ  

Aug 
   1st Rods on the Bluff 

   Sept 
   25th-28th Western Regional 

 

2014 Current Car Show Flyers 

Updated 5/1/2014 

Copies available by email 
contact Bill Richards 

June 7     Northside Church 
June 14   Peoples Church 
June 14   Dinuba 
 
July 19    Woodlake 
 
Sept 5-6  Run for the Gold –          
                 Coarsegold/Oakhurst 
Sept 6      Central Valley Vietnam Vets Tulare 
Sept 13    Small town Cruzers Tulare 
Sept 20    Chowchilla 
Sept 27    Calvary Chapel Visalia 

 
Bill Richards                 Activities Director    

559-375-3942 

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014 

President                      
Vice President  
Secretary     
Treasurer    
Newsletter   
Activities   
Webmaster    
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 

 

1999 Pontiac Sunfire 
GT convertible for 
sale. Needs some 
things but overall is 
pretty good shape. Its 
fully loaded option 
wise, 150 h.p. dual 
overhead cam 4cyl, 
automatic (4 speed) 
asking 2950.  

Richard Borough 

559 433-3427 

kay-rb@att.net 
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