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President’s message  
 

I want to thank everyone for their support and trust in electing me the new 

Western Regional Director, of the POCI.  I understand the importance of this 

position and I will do my very best to carry out the duties of this 

responsibility.  Willa and I will be attending the POCI National Convention in 

Wichita, Kansas, June 17th - 21st of this year.  I will be having a busy week, as 

they already have me lined up to be a tech inspector, judge, and I will be 

attending a board of directors meeting along with several other meetings.  Since 

this is the 50th Anniversary of the GTO, I am anxious to see the number of car 

that will be there.  

I am so proud of our club members for putting on another successful Pontiac, 

Buick, Oldsmobile, Cadillac, and GMC car show in Madera.  The weather didn't 

detour us at all.  Our Friday night BBQ, at Gil's Motors, was a bit wet, but we had 

a good turnout despite the weather and the party went on as scheduled, under the 

breezeway.  Saturday morning, was overcast and chilly, but despite that, we had 

65 cars in attendance.  Jim Wangers and Dave Anderson were at the show.  Jim 

and Dave selected the "Best Pontiac, Buick, Oldsmobile, Cadillac, and GMC" and 

the "Best GTO".  These cars were brought to the staging area, and were presented 

special awards. I’m proud to announce that Jim Wangers was presented with an 

honorary lifetime membership in the POCC. The club gave Jim many thanks for 

all of his help and support of POCC and his efforts to keep the Pontiac legacy 

alive. I also want to thank all of our members, for all of your hard work, in 

putting on this great show we do each and every year!  Activities and friendships 

are what keep our club strong. 

The Western Regional Car show scheduled in September, at the Bass Lake 

Resort, is going forward.  We have 65 cars registered and the rooms are going 

quickly. Our Steering Committee is working hard to make this event fun and 

profitable, for our selected charities. 

Ron Berglund 

President of POCC 

Western Regional Director POCI  
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Minutes of April 14, 2014 Meeting 

 
 
 
Before the monthly meeting was officially called to order, Carl and Robbin Smith were recognized for their 
support and friendship – in light of their move to Idaho.  They will be greatly missed, as well as Keith and 
Ellie Watts, who also recently relocated to Idaho.  President Ron Berglund spoke on behalf of POCC when 
he mentioned all the work these four members have done to promote our club and our hobby.  There was 
a “Farewell” cake and a second cake for Ren Hallet’s birthday, so cake was enjoyed by all!! 
 
Call to Order and Introduction of Guests/Visitors – President Ron Berglund called the meeting to order 
at 7:15 p.m.  He introduced visitor Tom Bush, who spoke to us about the upcoming Car Show to benefit 
the Central California Blood Center.  This event takes place Monday, May 19 through Saturday, May 24 at 
the Donor Center at 4343 W. Herndon in Fresno.  There was one guest, Jim Toschi, who just joined 
tonight.  Jim has a ’55 Pontiac. 
  
Minutes from the March 2014 meeting were approved, with one correction.  Tonight’s drawing will be for 
$10, not $20 as stated in the minutes in the newsletter.   
 
Treasurer’s Report – Paula Yost reported on finances for the previous month. She also gave a current 
report for income/expenses to date for our Central Valley Classic show, as well as the upcoming Western 
Regional in September.  Currently, there are 34 paid members and 19 associate members.   
 
Newsletter Update – John Berglund thanked Jack Fusari for the great article on his GTO, as the featured 
car this month.  John also thanked Elaine Fisher for the nice article on the club run to Bass Lake and 
Oakhurst that she and Sam hosted.  John mentioned that he sent photos of recent events to Brian Massey 
to be posted on the website. 
.   
Webmaster Update – Brian Massey reported that new photos from John Berglund will be posted soon! 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Western Regional 2014 – Dennis Simonson reported that all is going well with plans at The Pines Resort.  
Sam Fisher, who is in charge of pre-event registration, stated that there are already 74 entries for the 
event.  Dennis has sign-up sheets for each responsibility, and he encouraged everyone to sign up and 
help wherever they can.   
 
Jim Wangers – Honorary Member – There was discussion about making Jim Wangers an honorary 
member of POCC.  There was a motion and a second to that effect.  It was approved by all those present.  
Jim will be presented with a plaque, or some form of recognition, at the Central Valley Classic and/or the 
Western Regional convention.  
 
NEW  BUSINESS: 
 
Central Valley Classic – Bill Richards reported that there are 51 pre-registered entries to date.  Help will 
be needed at 6:30 a.m. the morning of the show to set up the field and start parking entrants.  There will 
be participant judging (in addition to ‘official’ judging).  Each entrant will turn in their ballot to receive their 
dash plaque.  The Friday night bbq will be at Gill GM Dealership in Madera.  Dinner will be at 6 p.m. and 
members are encouraged to arrive earlier. 
 
Meeting Location – There was some discussion as to whether the club should move the monthly 
meetings to Denny’s at Blackstone and Herndon.  The current location has great food and good service, 
but it has always been a noisy meeting room.  Sam Fisher suggested that we wait until after the Western 
Regional because Yosemite Falls Café has purchased an ad in the Regional program.  It was suggested 
to have the Regional meetings at Denny’s and this was agreed upon.  
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Minutes of April 14, 2014 Meeting 

 
 

PAST ACTIVITIES:   
 
Benefit at Sportsman Club – Ron Berglund reported that this was a very nice event and dinner.  
Donations and proceeds went to hospice.   
 
Cruise to Bass Lake – Sam and Elaine Fisher led a great cruise to Bass Lake, where we toured the 
different areas at The Pines to familiarize ourselves where each event will be for the Western Regional.  In 
addition to enjoying lunch at Ducey’s Grill, we were also able to tour a couple of chalets.  Then we drove 
to Oakhurst to see Joelle Leder’s photography studio and cute boutique, The Studio.  Our final stop was at 
Victor Weitzel’s printing business, Idea Print Works.  Sam mentioned several well-known companies that 
Victor has done work for; and also talked about the awesome equipment at Victor’s business that is used 
for screen printing, as well as for creating large banners. 
 
Air Guard Show – The show was enjoyable and there were about 100 cars there. 
 
Tower Show – There were thousands of people at the show and at least 400 cars.  Bill Richards won 2nd 
place for Muscle Car.  Flyers were distributed for both of our shows at this event. 
 
 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: 
 
Madera Speedway – This Vukovich Memorial event is May 3, and everyone who brings a classic car 
receives two tickets to the race that night.  Participants will get to drive their car around the track prior to 
the race.  Meet on the east side of Lowe’s in Madera at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Chukchansi Casino – Ren Hallet is trying to put together an informal display of cars at Chukchansi.  If we 
show our classics for a couple of hours, the casino/hotel will put an ad in our Western Regional program.  
It was discussed and the date decided on was Saturday, May 31. 
 
Other Events – The upcoming Kingsburg Show on April 19, and several other shows, were mentioned.  
Details on many upcoming events will be found elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Ladies Lunch – The lunch this month will be April 30 at Macaroni Grill, on Blackstone at Riverpark, at 11 
a.m. 
 
 
Attendance Drawing:  The drawing tonight for $10 was won by Ren – on his birthday!  
 
Meeting was  adjourned.  Next meeting is Monday, May 12, at Yosemite Falls Café.  Hwy 99 & Ashlan at 
7 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Janet Massey (for Mary Walter) 
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Look who 
turned 65 

last 
month!!! 

Ren Hallett 
celebrated 
his birthday 
at the POCC 

April 
meeting. 

Long time POCC members Carl & Robbin Smith have finally realized their long time goal of 
relocating to Idaho. Carl has been a valuable member organizing the annual Madera Car Show 
as well as being an active participant in club events. Carl & Robbins presence will be greatly 
missed. All of the POCC membership wishes them the best!!  
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014 

President                      
Vice President  
Secretary     
Treasurer    
Newsletter   
Activities   
Webmaster    

 

Ladies luncheon 

The  Ladies Luncheon was held at the Macaroni Grill, Pontiac

selected by Ranalte Troncoso, the Birthday Gal this month.  There 
were five of us in attendance, Ranalte, of course, Mary Walter, 
Paula Yost, Diana Hoff, and Willa Berglund.  We had a very nice 
visit and good food. 

 

This is the 
initial 

meeting of 
the Idaho 
chapter of 

the 
Pontiac 

club!! 

Keith & Ellie Watts along with Carl & Robbin Smith POCC’s Idaho transplants! 
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  How Lori Sandelin got her 2007 Pontiac Solstice 

The plan was to find a new car for me as a wedding gift.  As luck would have it, I 
ended up with two cars.  Tom says: “separate bathrooms”, and “separate cars” when 
he gives advice.  He also wanted a new Corvette and said I would make the car look 
good.  We shopped a number of new cars, because Tom recommended I get 
something I liked as much as my first new car.   I purchased a new 1983 5.0 Mustang 
from Fresno Friendly Ford that was later totaled by a red light runner in 1998.  Tom 
appreciated that I still had the wrecked car when we met in the spring of 2006.  I 
wanted to restore her however it needed a donor car due to frame damage.  One 
evening Tom was looking at cars on the internet and showed me a picture a of a 
Mustang located at the Oswalt Car Museum in South Carolina that was an exact 
match  according to its build sheet, and had a Vin number close to my Mustang.  Tom 
told me he would buy me the museum Mustang or a new Corvette.  

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  may 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

8 
 

  

I wanted the Mustang!  We were able to negotiate the buy of the 3,700 mile original 
for considerable less than the cost of a restoration.  We purchased the car on August 
18, 2006 and it was transported by enclosed carrier, arriving in early September.  In 
addition, we were also able to get my original blue and yellow personalized plate      
‘5 0 STANG’ with reduced back fees from the DMV.   
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By this time a purchase of a new Corvette was not going to happen and I still needed 
a daily driver.  We saw an ad for the new Pontiac Solstice and agreed that it appeared 
to be a good looking car for me.  One evening, Tom showed up at my work with the 
Kitahara salesman in tow to make sure I wanted the car.  I took one look at Tom 
sitting in the driver’s seat with top down and windblown hair so I told Tom:  “You look 
so doable”, and; “yes I want the car”.  The salesman probably still talks about that 
evening to this day. I love my little car!   

The Solstice is no muscle car; however it drives surprisingly well on road trips as far 
as San Diego.  My 2007 Pontiac Solstice was in its second year of production, came 
well equipped for $28k, and all initial computer problems were handled under 
warranty.  The April 24, 2014 life-time-oil-change service at the dealer showed 
32,553 miles.  I will have my car eight years this October, and I have no plans to 
replace it.  If the short-lived 2009 Solstice hardtop had been available without a 
dealer mark-up, then I would likely be writing about a different Pontiac.  Two cars 
ended up a happy accident for us with less cost than a new Corvette.   
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Lori in 1983
  

  Not a good day… 

 

The “HAPPY ACCIDENT” 
How it looks today!!! 
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Tower Car Show 2014 
Bill and Cheryl Richards enjoyed a very busy day at the Tower Car.  Somewhere between 400 and 500 cars were 
present along with, what looked like, thousands of people.  This has to be the busiest car show of the year and 
seems to get bigger every year.  However, its popularity also has a few drawbacks. 

Our attendance at the Tower Car Show required getting out of bed at about 4:15AM.   I then had to pack the ice 
chest, make a thermos of coffee and then quietly leave the neighborhood.  This quietness is always important when 
I drive by my neighbor’s house, Frankie, who always says he hears me go by when I leave for this show.  In a 
conversation with Frankie a couple of days before, he told me that he was also going to the Tower Show but he 
wasn’t leaving until about 6AM.  He couldn’t see any reason for leaving any earlier. 
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I arrived at the Car Show site about 5:15 AM.  As I looked down the street it was already getting crowded so I 
parked in a fairly good spot and walked down to see if I could do better.  As I got closer to the Tower Theater I ran 
into Mike and Larry King who must have arrived quite a bit earlier.  They had saved a couple of spaces so I moved 
down to park with them.   After I got parked and situated I was talking with one of the guys next to me and he said, 
you know, I saw your neighbor Frankie go by a good 15 minutes before you got here. It looks like Frankie figured out 
that he had to go a little earlier than 6 AM. 

Although it was a very early day we enjoyed talking to a lot of people in the crowd who stopped by to look at our 
car.  We had a nice breakfast on the patio next to where we parked.  A live band was playing about a block away 
and about 11AM another one started up—kind of right behind us.  It was a little loud at first but it was, at least, 
good music.  At the end of the event we won a nice award for our car.  However, it was a very long day and we were 
pretty tired but, really, I can’t wait to do it all again next year. 
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Air Guard Show 4-12-14 

On April 12, 20014, we attended the Ca Air National Guard open house event. We went thru the main gate and 
were subjected to the usual security measures, bomb sniffing dog, bomb detector sweep after that we made our 
way to the main maintenance hangar.  We were quickly parked by an efficient Air Force crew who had us lined up 
like F-15’s! We got to see firsthand quite a few of the Air Force’s top weapons platforms. We looked into the 
business end of an F-15 eagle fighter, a Blackhawk helicopter, the Sheriff’s helicopter and some cool static displays 
of classic planes such as an F-16 fighter, a Stearman bi-plane trainer of the WW 2 era, an F-86 fighter jet from the 
Korean war era, a WW-2 P-51 Mustang, F-104 and F-106 fighters from the cold war era, and an F-4 Phantom from 
the Vietnam war era. There was quite a history of aviation on display.  In attendance at the show were Ron and 
Willa Berglund, and myself and Julie Condon. Other activities that day included watching the Air Force bomb 
disposal unit and their robots, and the Air force firefighting equip on display, oh, and I may add there were several 
food trucks selling their goodies, and they were very busy as well, very tasty food! 

To sum it all up, it was great to talk to all the military personnel on hand and have them show us what they do, they 
like the F-15 fighter because they are easier to work on, they can change out an engine in an hour! It takes a lot of 
work to keep these babies in the air, so the next time you hear an F-15 overhead rest assured, they are our 
country’s finest who fly and maintain them, as well as put their lives in harm’s way when called to do so. Thanks 
again to the144th Fighter Interceptor Wing for a great and patriotic day!! 

P.S. I would encourage as many people as possible to attend next year, you won’t be sorry!                  Bill Tenison 
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Dave Valla and I met in Fowler at 7:30 AM and drove to Kingsburg where Dean was waiting for 

us to park. We were on main street  this year. Dean invited  two Oldsmobile guys to join us. The 

weather was just great and we had a very nice time. I wish more of our members could have 

attended. 

Thanks, Ron Berglund 
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This year’s Madera show was almost spoiled by the weather.  Here we are having one of the driest years ever, and 
we almost get rained out, go figure.  Even though the weather was iffy at any given time, especially on Saturday, 
we managed to get through the show without any mishaps. The Friday night BBQ also had less attendees than in 
past years but the ones who braved the weather, some in their classics, still enjoyed a great meal of hamburgers 
and hotdogs supplied by Gill Automotive and his crew.  Jim Wangers and Dave Anderson were present and as 
always livened up the party.  All in all those who attended enjoyed the meal and friendship. 

On the day of the show, we gave a big thanks to Gayle and Helen Huls for being there bright and early Saturday 
morning with hot coffee and donuts to help us ward off the chilly weather.  The rain we did have earlier in the 
week forced us to change where the cars usually enter the show field due to a large muddy spot and though it was 
fun to watch the cars speed by the new entrance, we still managed to get all that showed up registered, parked 
and judged.  Thanks to Cheryl Richards and Elaine Fisher for keeping the registration process running smoothly 
through the morning.  Numbers were down a bit this year with only 60 cars being pre-registered, compared to 
over 80 last year, there were 10 cars registered the day of the show, but on the downside we had 20 no shows, 
leaving us with 50 cars total on the show field.  Parking went without a hitch thanks to Darroll Walters and his 
crew who set up the show field and helped to get everyone parked. 
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Brian Massey and his group of helpers, Janet Massey, her friend Debbie Morris, Paula Yost, Cheryl Richards, Dennis 
and Dianne Simonson, their daughter in law Denise and grandkids Cameron and Amber, worked through the 
morning setting up, cooking and serving a great lunch for all to enjoy.  How can you not enjoy a lunch where you 
can buy a Bonneville Burger (4 meat patties and 4 slices of cheese) plus all the fresh sliced condiments, thanks to 
Mary Walters, you could possibly want.  I’m not sure how one even takes a bite out of something that big.  Dennis 
Baker soon had his crew of judges organized and out judging the cars.  Bill Tenison and Julie Condon had the raffle 
prizes all sorted and on display and then worked throughout the day drawing tickets, announcing the winning 
numbers and handing out the prizes to the winners, while Dennis Schwarz and Dave Valla stayed busy selling raffle 
and 50-50 tickets.  Sean Ford kept us informed and entertained with music during the show.  Before you knew it, 
2:00 pm or so rolled around and it was time to hand out the trophies that Ron Berglund and Dean Davison had 
selected for this year’s show.  The Best of the Best were selected and parked around the trophy presentation area 
and the winners were announced and presented with their well-deserved awards.  John Berglund volunteered 
once again to take pictures of everyone as they received their trophies.  Jim Wangers, as always, helped with the 
presentation of trophies, which always makes it bit more special.  After trophies were presented it was announced 
that Jim was being made an Honorary Member of POCC.  Congratulations Jim and welcome to our club, we truly 
appreciate all you do for us when you attend our shows. 
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Lastly let’s not forget to thank Bill Richards for volunteering to take Carl Smith’s place as chairperson for the 
show when Carl had to step down as chairperson due to his recent move to Idaho.  Best of luck to Carl and Robin 
in the future, we are truly going to miss you both. 

I think we all know that the show we put on each year in Madera is a class act, but it is always nice to hear it 
from someone outside of the club.  So the perfect finish to this year’s show will be provided by Richard Sawaske, 
a first time attendee at our Madera show. 

Sam Fisher 

p.s. If I missed anyone who helped before or during the show I humbly apologize, it was unintentional and please 
know that your efforts are appreciated and needed. 

 

 

At a couple of previous shows I was told by POCC members that I should bring my 
car to your show, which I did on Sat. I have only been to a few shows with my car (a 
1950 Buick) but I wanted to tell you I thought you & your club did a great job with 
your show. It was really well organized, the park was a great venue, the food was 
good & everybody was very friendly. I met some nice people & had a great time.  

Thanks to you & your club for hosting a very well-run show. It was fun!  

Richard Sawaske  

Clovis 
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Lifetime Honorary 
Member 

Award presented by Ron Berglund POCC President. 
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2014 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 

 

  2014 POCC Club Events 
 
 

May 
   TBA Chukchansi 
   2nd Rods on the Bluff 
 

June 
   6th Rods on the Bluff 
   13th Clovis Farmers Market 
 

July 
   TBA BBQ  
 

Aug 
   1st Rods on the Bluff 
    

Sept 
   25th-28th Western Regional 

 

2014 Current Car Show Flyers 

Updated 5/1/2014 

Copies available by email 
contact Bill Richards 

May 3     St Agnes 
May10    Jefferson Elem Clovis 
May 10   American legion 509 Hall 
May 17   Moose Lodge 45-Fresno 
May17    Cam Twisters 
May 31   Ahwahnee Middle School Fresno 
May 31   Red Caboose—Shaw/Academy 
 
June 7     Northside Church 
June 14   Peoples Church 
June 14   Dinuba 
 
July 19    Woodlake 
 
Sept 5-6  Run for the Gold –          
                 Coarsegold/Oakhurst 
Sept 6      Central Valley Vietnam Vets  Tulare 
Sept 13    Small town Cruzers Tulare 
Sept 20    Chowchilla 
Sept 27    Calvary Chapel Visalia 

 
Bill Richards                 Activities Director    

559-375-3942 

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weatherstripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail lights, 
dash, grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim. 
Victor Weitzel    559-760-2313. 
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