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President’s message  
 

We have lost two important members of our club due to relocation.  Keith and Ellie Watts moved to Idaho 
several months ago.  Keith was one of our past presidents, and chaired many activities throughout the 
years.  He and Ellie were always involved in the club activities, and the Pontiac Club was always in their 
hearts.  Now Carl and Robbin Smith will be leaving soon to take up residence in Idaho.  Carl was a past 
president, activities chairman, chairman of the Madera Car Show and planned car cruises for the Club.  Ellie 
and Robbin were always involved with the "Ladies Luncheon".  These two couples will be missed and I truly 
respect them.  The best part is both will still remain members of our Club.  While talking to them, they 
stated that they will both try to be here for the Western Regional, in September. Our Club wishes them all 
the success in their new lives, in Idaho. 

We had several activities in the month of March.  The Selma Swap Meet was attended by Carl Smith, John 
Berglund and I.  Carl had two spaces and he was selling parts "cheap"!  He didn't want to make more trips to 
Idaho than necessary.  Our second event was the 50th Birthday Celebration of the 1964 GTO, in El Segundo, 
CA.  Dennis and Diane Simonson, Ron and Willa Berglund and Mike and Jeannie King met at MacDonald's, in 
Fowler, and caravanned to our Marriott Hotel in El Segundo.  Sam and Elaine Fisher, Dan Bersett and his 
wife arrived about an hour after we got there.  That evening we had an enjoyable dinner and visit.  Saturday 
morning early we all unloaded our cars and drove around the corner to the Automobile Driving Museum.  
We were the first ones there and waited to get into the "car corral".  After getting our cars prepared for the 
show, we set up a booth promoting the Western Regional Car Show, at Bass Lake.  Thanks to Dennis, we had 
a lot of material to give out about the location of the show, pictures to show of past activities of our Club, 
and fliers to hand out.  We had a nice lunch, and then enjoyed a talk from Jim Wangers.   We got to see the 
original 1964 GTO that raced the 1964 Ferrari GTO, which was an important race of GTO's history. There 
were only four awards given out, and Dennis Simonson won for the "Best GM Car"!  Way to go Dennis!!  
After the show we took a tour of the museum and we were impressed to find out, that every Saturday, they 
let people ride in one of the museum cars.  We all left Sunday morning and had an uneventful trip back to 
Fresno. 

Oh, I almost forgot, as it is such an insignificant thing.  I had a small problem when we got to the gate to 
enter the corral, the Grand Am would not start.  I had a full battery, the lights worked, the horn worked, but 
no power from the switch to the starter.  We rolled it back into the gutter and I crawled under and tapped, 
on the starter, with a hammer.  Needless to say, there were some of my fellow Pontiac buddies taking 
pictures.  We couldn't find the problem, so the car had to be pushed into the show area.  After the show, my 
Pontiac buddies again helped me load the Grand Am onto the trailer. Of course, more pictures were 
taken....and may show up somewhere here in the newsletter. 

Our Madera Car Show and the Western Regional Show are coming along very well.  We need to get entries 
in for the Madera Show as soon as possible.  Mr. Gill is sponsoring the Friday night BBQ, and everyone is 
invited to attend.  Bill Richards is chairing the Madera Car Show and there will be two more meeting to fine 
tune the show.  Let's all pitch in and help, these events are what makes our Club strong. 

Ron Berglund 
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Minutes March 10, 2014 

Pontiacs of Central California 

 Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM by Ron Berglund  

Minutes of the February 11 meeting approved by Ren Hallett and seconded by Paula Yost. 

Treasures report given by Paula Yost, reminder that some had not paid their dues. Paula is going 
to set up a spread sheet for our future events so that we can better track our expenditures and 
event costs.  

News Letter Report given by John Berglund. John expressed interest in spotlighting Lori and Tom’s 
car as well as Jack and Sue’s. 

Webmaster: Brian Massey: The POCC web site is up to date, with many Pictures. Site has 
information on upcoming Central Valley Classic, Western Regional, as well as the pictures from; 
the Bunco party, the Daytona party and our recent Valentine cruise. 

Old Business: Readiness for the upcoming Madera car show and Western Regional Car Show.  
Examples, of trophies were presented.  Overhead view of area for Western Regional site was 
shown so that we could get a better understanding of parking. 2nd 

Reminder that we need to get our cars signed up, and secure accommodations ASAP. 

Status reports by Ron Berglund, Dennis Simonson and Brian Massey were given. There are already 
45 cars registered for the Western regional. Entertainment is being lined up for a Maryln and an 
Elvis show along with Craig Hanson as MC and Jim Wagner as VIP. 

New Business: Carl Smith will be on his way before the Madera car show. There will be another 
meeting before the car show at the Denny’s at Blackstone and Herndon on 

March 18th at 6:00.  Meeting for the Western Regional at Denny’s March 19th at Blackstone and 
Herndon. Sam Fisher brought up the need to check our bylaws with regard to extending 
memberships.  

Some members would like to explore new meeting spots. 

Activities: Sam and Elaine Fisher will be leading a cruise up to Bass Lake on March 29th  to include 
tours of Joel’ studio and Victors print operation. 

Nation Guard show co-ordination by Jack Fusari. 

The ladies lunch will be March 26th, 11:30 at the Daily Grill.  

Attendance Drawing $20 Glen Barber. Not present. 

Submitted Mary Walter 
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Ladies luncheon 
The POCC ladies enjoyed the March luncheon at the 
Daily Grill.  The food was delicious and a good time 
was had while celebrating Robbin's birthday. 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014 

President                      
Vice President  
Secretary     
Treasurer    
Newsletter   
Activities   
Webmaster    
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Jack & Sue Fusari’s 1972 GTO 

We bought our GTO from Lou Herwalt Olds Pontiac Dealer in Fresno on North Blackstone In 1981; we went looking for another 
car for Sue, as her 1972 Dodge Polara Ex CHP car was ugly we also belonged to a CB club called Double O Truck Association at 
the time. People kept calling over the CB that there was a black and white in our vicinity. Come to find out they spotted Sue in 
the Polara, It still had that big ugly antenna that the CHP had on all their cars. 

Anyway we spotted the GTO on the lot and looked at it; they were asking $1499.00 for it. We traveled all over Fresno looking 
at other cars ending up back at the Pontiac Olds lot and test driving the GTO, The car showed 75,000 miles on the 
speedometer, I said to myself “well its nine years old It could only have 75,000 but I doubt it”.  Anyhow the salesman, Sue & I 
went into the little room where they tell you all the lies about the car and how good of a deal you’re getting, I then asked if 
they could drop the cost down some and was told no. Then I requested at least $1.00 and was told no, so we agreed on the 
price that we would buy the car at which time the salesman said that I have to tell you now that the car has 175,000 miles on 
it and I told him that I knew that. 

Sue drove the GTO for about a year when her dad gave us the opportunity to buy a 1978 Chrysler New Yorker with very low 
miles on .Our daughter Jacki had just started driving so she got the GTO. In Couple of months she was crossing Lake St. on 
Yosemite Ave in Madera and a guy ran a red light and collided into the GTO's right front fender. We parked it for a few years 
until I decided to fix it.  After finding a complete front end clip from a GTO station wagon in a wrecking yard in Madera not 
knowing at the time that Pontiac only manufactured three GTO station wagons in 1972. "Should Have Bought the Whole Car” I 
paid the wrecking yard $35.00 plus two junk cars for the front clip.  We installed all the parts, removed the vinyl top and had it 
painted black on top and the bottom yellow. Sue drove it as her daily driver until we restored it in 2004 after I retired From 
Syar Industries in Vallejo California. 
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Sue never wanted A new car to drive she would just tell me to keep her goat running and she would be happy. Our choice for 
the paint happened this way. While working on the car in the garage Pre Restoration sue came out and into the garage with 
new polish on her toenails and told me this is the color I want the car painted ".  Which was Aqua Marine Metallic. Sue had lots 
of fun driving her goat; she would tease all the young guys thinking that they could blow-off her goat and wanted a second 
chance at another race. 

 Now A Little History: In 1972 there was a UAW strike going 0n and when it was time to start the 1972 production year for the 
LeMans there was no time to retool so the 72 was produced exactly like the 1971 with little change, The GTO was no longer a 
production model, You had to purchase the option package for the GTO at a cost of $353.88. Horsepower was now rated in SAE 
net terms and was down further, to 250 hp @4400 rpm and 325 lb. ft. @3200 rpm for the base 400 engine. Most of the drop in 
hp was attributable to the new rating system (Which now reflected an Engine in as-installed condition with mufflers, and 
accessories, and standard intake) In Real Terms, The engines were relatively little changed from 1971. Sales dropped by 45% to 
only 5,811 produced. (Some Sources discount the single convertible and the three anomalous wagons, listing the total as 
5,807) "I Know Of One Wagon Because I Removed The Front Clip From It." Our GTO Was purchased from Williams Motor Sales 
in Dinuba California. Assembly was in Fremont, Ca; its original paint was Adriatic Blue, with black Cordova top. Its Total cost 
excluding taxes was $4,795.70. 
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Thru the years I installed a set new lifters and rod and main 
bearings, with the engine in frame. In about 2000 I had the 
engine rebuilt, also about that time I decided to have the 
dash restored, I removed it from the car and sent it to a 
guy up in Oregon and we drove the car around for a few 
months with just the gauge cluster hanging in midair. Also 
That year I needed to get it smogged and the guy told me 
he couldn't smog it because he didn't know what the 
engine was doing, I told him there's the gauges what do 
you mean you don't know what it’s doing? So reluctantly it 
got smogged.  In 2004 we did the restoration, and when 
completed and brought home sue would no longer use it 
as her daily driver fearing it would get damaged. Then she 
drove a 1991 jaguar XJ6 for a while until I bought her the 
Magnum that she drives once in a while now.  In about 
2005 I had Victor Weitzel install a Paxton SN 2000 
supercharger that raised its horsepower about 100 HP We 
had it dyno-tuned in Visalia at Roger Vogt's Dynolab.  The 
engine is putting down 303 hp at the rear wheels at 6 lbs. 
of boost pressure, not bad for its stock engine.  

Jack Fusari 
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Jack Fusari’s 1972 GTO 
under various stages of 
destruction & construction. 
What a nice job saving it!! 
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EL SEGUNDO 
 

The Pontiac GTO is having its golden anniversary. The car that instigated the 
muscle car era is as popular as ever 50 years later, which is why the 
Automobile Driving Museum (ADM) opened their doors on March 8, 2014 for 
a celebration of all things GTO. 
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If you don't know about the ADM, 
you should. The ADM stands out 
among other car museums because 
it exists "to preserve automotive 
history, interpret the historical 
significance, educate guests and 
provide them with the opportunity 
to take a ride in one of the 
museum’s historic collector 
vehicles." That's right - they have a 
rotation collection of over 130 cars 
that you can ride in! But for the 
GTO celebration, several local clubs 
as well as POCC brought their cars 
to show everybody the greatness of 
Pontiac's premiere muscle car. 
Additionally, the Godfather of the 
GTO, Jim Wangers, gave a 
presentation that told the story of 
the market forces that led to 
Pontiac creating the GTO, and how 
the GTO created the market forces 
that all other American 
manufacturers felt compelled to 
follow. 
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The Rods on the Bluff, hosted a benefit banquet, at the Fresno Sportsmen Club, March 15th.  Pontiac Members 
in attendance were Sam and Elaine Fisher, Dennis and Diana Simonson, and Ron and Willa Berglund.  We all 
met at the Sportsman Club, in the afternoon, and viewed the mini car show.  There was over 200 car 
enthusiasts in attendance. Many good items were up for grabs, during the silent auction.  After dinner, they had 
a lot of prizes to give away during a drawing.  They also raffled off a quilt and had a 50/50 drawing.  And 
wouldn't you know it....Dennis and Diane won a bottle of wine!  This was the first annual fund raiser for the 
Rods on the Bluff, and their charity of choice was Hinds Hospice.  Our hats go off to the group for putting on 
such a well-organized and attended event. Ron Berglund 
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March 29, 2014-Cruise to Bass Lake 

We had a nice group of POCC members who on Saturday, March 29th met at the Chevron 

Station on Hwy 41 for the cruise to Bass Lake.  After some treats, made by Elaine Fisher, were 
handed out we headed to Bass Lake to familiarize new and returning members with The Pines 
Resort where we will hold our Western Regional Conference in September.  We enjoyed a 

beautiful cruise to Bass Lake led by Brian and Janet Massey.  Things have certainly greened up 
in the past few weeks since the recent rains.   

Once we arrived, Sam Fisher went over the parking area with all attendees.  He showed 
everyone the areas we have designated for parking and went over how the parking would be set 
up.  After all questions were asked and answered, we drove by the park area where the judges 

will enjoy their lunches after they finish judging the show.  We then headed to the Boat House 
where registration will be held along with all of the seminars this year.  Brian Massey was in 
charge of this area and answered all questions from members as to times and events that will 

take place in this area.  We then moved to the outdoor patio deck which is where the hospitality 
area will be on Friday night.  It is a beautiful area with a great view of the lake. 

We enjoyed a great lunch at Ducey’s Bar & Grill followed by a stop at the Pine’s hotel 
registration desk where questions were answered about the rooms and a tour of a couple of 

Chalets was given to us. 
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  Next on our schedule was 

Oakhurst where we paid a visit 
to Joelle Ledger’s store “The 
Studio Gift Boutique and Joelle 

Leder Photography”.  She 
graciously showed us around 

her store and her photography 
studio.  We all enjoyed browsing 
her beautiful shop where several 

of us purchased some really 
unique items that are available 

in her store.   This is a must see 
for anyone traveling through 
Oakhurst. 

Our last stop was “Idea Print 
Works” which is Victor Weitzel’s 
print shop.  When we arrived he 

took us into his office and 
showed us all of the unique 

items he can make and showed 
us an impressive sample of 
shirts he made that were used 

at the Olympic Games as well as 
some shirts he has made for 

movie and TV shows.  He then 
took us into the heart of his 
business and showed us how he 

actually screen prints t-shirts.  I 
think we were all amazed at the 
machinery that he uses which 

are quite impressive.  He 
actually set up a shirt to be 

printed and showed us exactly 
how the machinery worked.  It 
was more technical than any of 

us ever imaged and we were all 
pretty impressed with what he 
can do and who he does it for.  

He then sent us away with 
several unusual t-shirts that 

were packaged in very creative 
ways.  Those of you that didn’t 
make it missed a great 

opportunity to see something 
that not everyone gets to see 

every day.  We all came away 
with a whole new perspective of 
how all of that fancy printing 

actually gets onto a t-shirt.  
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Thank you Victor and Joelle for the hospitality! We really enjoyed our visit with you 
both! Thanks to Brian and Janet for scouting out the route and leading us on the 
cruise.  Thanks to Elaine for the homemade goodies. 
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Registration Information; Sam Fisher 559-718-9350 or email  fisher_s@unwiredbb.com
Vendor/Swap & General Information: Brian Massey 559-908-9431 or email bjmassey2@gmail.com

On the web at:  www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org
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2014 Pontiacs of Central 
California Activities 

 

  

2014 POCC Club Events 
 
 

Apr 
   4th Rods on Bluff 
   19th Kingsburg 18th Annual Car Show 
   26th POCC Madera Car Show 

May 
   TBA Chukchansi 
   2nd Rods on the Bluff 
 

June 
   6th Rods on the Bluff 
   13th Clovis Farmers Market 
 

July 
   TBA BBQ  
 

Aug 
   1st Rods on the Bluff 
    

Sept 
   25th-28th Western Regional 

 

2014 Current Car Show Flyers 

Updated 2/28/2014 

Copies available by email 
contact Bill Richards 

 

Apr12     Tower Classic  
 
April 19   Kingsburg 
 
May 3     St Agnes 
 
May10    Jefferson Elem Clovis 
 
May 10    American legion 509 Hall 
 
May17     Cam Twisters 
 
Bill Richards                 Activities Director    

559-375-3942 

bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  April 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

28 
 

Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weatherstripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 

 


	4-2014 POCC Newsletter Cover Page
	4-2014 POCC Newsletter Jack Fusari
	Westernal Regional Flyer 4pgs 2014
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

	4-2014 POCC Newsletter Jack Fusari

