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The Pontiac's of Central California started the year off with an eventful month. We had the Bunco Party at
our home, the Turlock swap meet and a very positive January meeting, with a lot of good ideas and input
for the coming year.
I would like to thank Paula Yost for volunteering to be our new treasure, for 2014. Paula's background is
bookkeeping and accounting, making her a great asset to our club. I would also like to thank Mary Walter
for taking on the position of secretary, this is a big job and I know she will be up to the task. Cheryl
Richards, with the assistance of Janet Massey, took on the Lady's luncheon; she will be scheduling the
luncheons each month, which is appreciated.
Carl Smith, with the assistance of Bill Richards, has volunteered to chair the annual Madera car show,
featuring Pontiac, Buick, Oldsmobile, GMC and Cadillac, which will be held April 26th. Carl indicated that
he will have a meeting, for the car show, very soon to get the ball rolling. Dennis Simonson met with Mr.
Gill, at the dealership in Madera, and Mr. Gill said he would help us with the Madera car show and the
Western Regional. Thanks Dennis!
The Western Regional Car Show steering committee has met several times, and every committee person is
making great progress. For instance, Ren Hallett is in full swing with the advertising, and needs everybody's
help. Brain Massey has the flyers and the web page ready to go. Dean Davison, and myself, have bids out
for the trophies. Sam Fisher has the parking assignments ready. Dennis Simonson has the banquet and
housing set to go. This is going to be an exciting event for our club, and we all need to step up and help to
achieve our goal. Remember this is for the charities we have chosen.
The March POCI magazine will have an insert for the election of new officers for 2014/15. I will be one of
the candidates running for Director of the Western Region. By having this position, we will have first hand,
up to date information, from POCI. This also will give more recognition to our club. I would appreciate
your vote.
February promises to be another month with many things in which you can be involved. for instance....the
Valentine Mystery Cruise, hosted by Darrell and Mary Walter. There will be the Daytona 500 party at Brain
and Janet Massey's and the Lady's luncheon.
One last thing, MEMBERSHIP, our club needs to be promoting membership. This is the life blood of any
club, and we need to be talking and promoting fellow Pontiac owners to be a part of the most exciting,
energetic and fun car club of the Fresno area.
Thank you,
Ron Berglund
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Pontiacs of Central California
Minutes for January 13, 2014
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Ron Berglund

Guests to the meeting were Paul Emery form Sonora area. Mr. Emery has a 69 Firebird
And, joined while he was here.
Jerry Phillips, prospective new member, with many old cars is also with Classic
Chevys.
Joe and Carlie
, who have a Solstice

Approval of Minutes of previous meeting were approved and seconded.
Due to the recent resignation of Bill Truckell as treasurer the report was read by Ron Berglund. Balance at hand,
$9,674.03.
Need someone to take over club apparel.
Election was held to elect Paula Yost as our new treasurer. Paula’s position as Secretary is to be filled by Mary
Walter.

News Letter Report given by John Berglund. Thank you for pictures and cooperation. Request for
someone to step forward and high light their car. Keep those pictures coming.
Webmaster: The POCC web site is up to date, with many Pics.

Old Business: Big topic Western Regional Car Show. Moving along with much interest. Still need someone
to step up for help with Photo Contest and Hospitality. Contact Dennis Simonson, Ron Berglund, or Brian Massey
to inquire.
Rooms need to be secured as space is expected to fill fast.
Entrees will begin March 1st. Charity will be Big Brothers.
Dues are due. Mail dues to Paula Yost.

New Business: Carl Smith will coordinate the Madera car show.
Activities: The ladies lunch will be coordinated by Cheryl Richards and will be at Pismo’s this Mo.
Christmas tree lane was lots of fun as was get together at the Berglund’s after.
Bunco Party Jan. 18.
Daytona 500 Party at the Massey’s on Sunday Feb.23.
Valentine Cruise; Feb.15, Hosted by the Walters’.

Attendance Drawing: Darrell Walter for $10.
Submitted by M. Walter
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Ren Hallett’s Pontiacs
When I was a kid in high school, I attended a private military school Howe Military Academy. I loved the military aspect of this
school and when I graduated I received the principle nomination to the Naval Academy at Annapolis. But the thing I remember
most about my graduation was that my Mom and Dad gave me a 1967 GTO for graduation. It was champagne gold with a black
vinyl top and white interior. It had all the options, including a factory installed 8 track player. It was also equipped with the
Hurst his and her shifter and being the spoiled kid that I was, I told my father that I wanted a 4 speed not an automatic. I told
him I was going to switch it out myself and he flipped out because that would have cancelled the warranty. So what did I do but
go out and buy a 64 GTO with a 389 Tri Power and a Muncie rock crusher 4 speed. So, as the pictures show, I had two GTO's
when I was in my late teens and have been hooked on Pontiac's ever since.
Over the years I have had many cars as most of us have.. Some of the few that stand out in my mind are the 67 Chevelle 396,
64 1/2 Mustang Convertible, 66 GTO, 64 Galaxy 500 with a 390 4 speed, 65 XKE E-Type Convertible, 74 Pantera, and up until a
few years ago another 65 GTO project car that I finally realized I was not able to finish.
I joined POCC a couple years after I moved to California from Hawaii. I have been a club member for about 8 years and I guess I
will always love Pontiac's. The weekend I graduated from high school in 1967, there were 69 kids in our graduating class and at
least 50 of them received new cars. Now back in 67 you can imagine what these cars were, GTO's, Firebirds, Chevelle's, Road
Runners, GTX's, Camaros, Vettes, Mustangs, You name it and it was there. Like I said we were a spoiled bunch back in 67!
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I currently have an 86 Pontiac Fiero and the way I got this car is a great story. I am a member of the Madera Rotary Club and a
lady in the club had this car sitting in her drive way for a couple of years. I finally asked her what was the deal with that Pontiac
and she said it does not run and if I wanted to come over and look at it and get it running, I could have it. Well, me and a buddy
went over and in about half an hour we had it running. She gave it to me that night and since I had no money in it to purchase the
car, I sent it to a shop and told them to fix everything that was wrong with the car. After spending a little over $2000.00, it was
like brand new. Now, it is not my favorite Pontiac and I would love to get into another GTO but I must sell this car to do
that. After hip replacement surgery about two years ago, it is too small and too difficult to get in and out of. It is a very nice Fiero
so if any of you car guys or girls can find me a buyer, I would appreciate that.
Bottom line I have Pontiac in my blood just as each and every one of you do! Ren hallett
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Ren hallett’s “blast from the
past” his previously owned
’64 & “67 GTO’s!!!
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Bunco at the Berglund's 2014
We are glad you were able to attend as we had a really good time. There were 21 people in
attendance. We had some really good appetizers, then moved on to five different soups (each one
a winner) to try....desserts, very tasty and many were served during a break in the Bunco
game. Five money prizes were given out: Most Bunco's was won by Ron Coppola (no, wait..... I
think it was Brian Massey, let's add that up again). It WAS Brian Massey; Ron had a problem with
addition. Everyone practice your dice rolling technique, so you will be ready for Bunco next
January....Ron keep practicing your "addition".
Ron and Willa Berglund
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Ricardo Car - Pontiac Star Chief convertible
automobile seen on classic episodes of the CBS
sitcom I LOVE LUCY during the 1954-55
seasons. When Ricky and Lucy Ricardo (Desi
Arnaz/Lucille Ball) take a cross country trip from
New York to California on episode #110
"California, Here We Come" (January 10, 1955)
they drive a red & white 1955 Pontiac
convertible passenger car. It had 180 horse
power and an automatic transmission.
The car first appears in episode #109 "Lucy
Learns How to Drive" as the Ricardo's prepare to
drive West. Additional passengers for the journey included Fred and Ethyl Mertz
(William Frawley/Vivian Vance), the
Ricardo's close friends and landlords.
Right before the trip begins, Fred
finishes loading up the car but his wife
Ethyl complains “Honestly, Fred. I could
have loaded it better with a pitchfork
“When the car is packed to everyone's
satisfaction, the Ricardo's (in the front
seat) and the Mertz's (in the back seat)
drive west to California. As they leave
the city, the whole group begins to the
sing the Al Jolson standard "California
Here I Come."
When the Ricardo's prepare to return to New York City (Episode # 131 "Ricky Sells
the Car") Ricky sells the car for more than he paid for it and buys Union Pacific train
tickets for everyone for the trip east to New York City.
When the Mertz's hear that Ricky sold the car, they inadvertently fear being
stranded in California and so Fred purchases an antique Harley-Davidson
motorcycle for $50. Of course, he trashes the bike. In the end, the Ricardo's and
the Mertz's board the train for the long ride home.
TRIVIA NOTE: General Motors paid a
promotional fee and provided several extra
cars for these now classic on-the-road
episodes #110 - #113. The "Pontiac" brand
of car derives its name from a chief of the
Ottawa Indians who began to war on the
British in New York in 1763
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NOMINATION LETTER FOR DIRECTOR OF POCI
WESTERN REGION DIVISION
Hello, my name is Ron Berglund. I have lived in Fresno, California for 46 years. I previously lived in New
Rockford, North Dakota.
My love for Pontiacs started in High School. My Dad owned and operated a Standard Oil service station,
from 1957 – 1968, in New Rockford, North Dakota. He taught me everything about repairing the cars of
the day. During the winter, when it was 20 degrees below zero, while starting a car, if you pumped the
gas pedal too much, it would flood the engine and it would not start. The cylinders would get washed
dry from too much gas. My dad had a remedy. He would mix half gas and half oil, and pour it down the
carburetor to lube the cylinders then crank the engine. When it started back firing through the
carburetor it would usually start………Thank you dad, for teaching me about cars.
We had a Pontiac dealer in town called Schaffer Pontiac. My Dad and Bill Schaffer were very good
friends and as a result we serviced all of his Pontiac cars, new and used. Bill knew that I liked Pontiacs,
so he would tell me “why don’t you take it out and see what it will do?” He didn’t have to ask twice!
As a result of his friendship, my dad bought several new Pontiacs. Most of the Pontiacs were
Bonneville’s or Catalina’s. Just before moving to Fresno, it was my turn to get a new Pontiac. I ordered
a 1967 Pontiac Lemans, 326 HO, 2-door HT, dark blue. This is the car we drove to Fresno. In the past I
have owned several Pontiacs. To name a couple, I had a 1971 Bonneville, 2-door HT, and a 1974
Bonneville. I also have two Model A’s, a 1929 coupe and a 1928 AR Roadster, which I drove in High
School, and still have in my possession today.
I currently own a 1973 Grand Am 455 Coupe and a 1970 Bonneville convertible 455. My son, John, and I
are, at present, restoring a 1965, 2 + 2 Catalina convertible 421 HO, 4 speed, yellow with black interior.
We plan to have the car at the 2015 POCI Convention.
I have been a member of POCI for 27 years. I belonged to the Redwood Indians Chapter in the “Bay
Area”, until it dissolved.
A friend and I stared talking about forming a POCI chapter in Fresno. We got a group of Pontiac
enthusiasts together, and we formed the Pontiac’s of Central California, in October of 1993. I was acting
President the first year and President the second year. In the beginning, as we do now, we had monthly
activities to keep interest in the Club. By having that goal, our club is as strong today as it was in 1993.
Our Club hosted two Pontiac Western Regional meets, in 2005 and 2008, and we are having our third
meet in September 2014. It will be held at a resort about 30 minutes outside Yosemite National Park,
called Bass Lake. The event will last three days. There will be an Awards Banquet, car judging, boat
rides (which include wine and cheese), a Poker Run and entertainment by “Elvis” and “Marilyn Monroe”.
Dennis Simonson, Brian Massey and I, will be the chairman for the event.
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My credentials include the following:
1. Member of POCI for 27 years
2. Owner of several Pontiacs
3. Certified Judge for the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA)
4. Past President of the Sierra Model A Club
5. Certified Judge for the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA)
6. POCI Judge at the National Convention, Ontario, California
7. Founder of the Pontiacs of Central California Car Club
8. Past President of Pontiacs of Central California
9. Club activities Chairman of Pontiacs of Central California
10. Chairman of the Pontiac Western Regional’s
11. Past Exalted Ruler of the Fresno Elks Lodge
12. Several state positions in the Elks in the past years
My goals as your Western Regional Director, if given the opportunity, would be to contact the Chapters
regarding activities. Activities are the heart of any club. Activities create opportunities to get our cars
out and have fun driving them. As a result it attracts perspective new members. I encourage you to
visit our Pontiac of Central California website – www.pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org , we have one of
the best websites with all of our past, present and future activities posted. Another goal is to retain the
members we have, and to have new Pontiac members join the Best Car Club in the world “POCI”.
Thank you,
Ron Berglund
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Celebrate 50 years of the
Pontiac GTO with Jim Wangers

1964 GTO. Photo by Dino Petrocelli.
In the fall of 1963, Pontiac’s ad agency account manager, Jim Wangers, convinced Car and Driver editor
David E. Davis to feature a new “GTO” option package for the 1964 Pontiac Tempest LeMans in the
pages of the magazine. It hit newsstands with a cover image of the Pontiac Tempest GTO trailing its
Ferrari namesake by a car length on an imaginary racetrack, and a muscle car performance legend was
born. This Sunday, the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles will honor the 50th anniversary of
the GTO with a cruise-in featuring a guest appearance by Wangers himself.
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Despite the imaginative cover shot, Car and Driver never really tested the Ferrari GTO against its
namesake American upstart (it should be noted here that Special Interest Autos did in fact comparison
test the pair, decades later in SIA #161), but based on published data was able to determine that the
Italian GTO would dominate on a road course, while the American GTO would clean up at the drag strip.
The magazine did put nearly 3,500 miles on a pair of GTOs provided by Pontiac for testing, including
both performance runs at the Daytona International Speedway and a New York City-to-Daytona Beach
highway run. The net result was glowing praise for the new Pontiac GTO, a car that should never have
been built under GM’s existing anti-performance rules.
The General Motors of 1963 thrived on regulations generated from upper management, and one
suddenly cast in stone was, “Thou shalt not race.” In addition to ending its involvement in competitive
motorsports, the automaker went so far as to dictate what engines could be used in each model in an
effort to avoid producing cars that the public could perceive as fast enough to be dangerous. Under
these guidelines, the Tempest line could use a V-8 no larger than 326 cubic inches in regular production,
leaving the larger 389-cu.in. V-8 exclusively for Pontiac’s larger cars. The loophole found by Pontiac
staffers John DeLorean, Bill Collins and Russ Gee was that option packages were exempt from these
regulations; in other words, as long as the GTO was an option package and not a unique model, it could
offer the 389-cu.in. V-8 in either 325hp (with a single four-barrel carburetor) or 348hp (Tri-Power)
configurations.
Coincidentally, Pontiac’s higher-performance 421-cu.in. V-8 was identical in size to the 389-cu.in. V-8,
making the two engines visually indistinguishable in an engine bay. Looking for any advantage it could
find to market its new performance model, Pontiac fitted the GTO test cars with the 421-cu.in. V-8, a
fact not revealed until the publication of Jim Wangers’s autobiography, Glory Days: When Horsepower
and Passion Ruled Detroit. Car and Driver did state that the car tested had received the “Bobcat”
performance package from Royal Pontiac in Royal Oak, Michigan, which (almost) explained why the test
car was faster than GTO models straight from dealer lots. Regardless of the subterfuge and inflated
performance numbers, the public loved the Pontiac GTO from the outset; though the division planned
on just 5,000 GTO package sales in its first year, 32,450 first-year buyers ordered a Tempest in this
configuration.
The 1964 Pontiac Tempest GTO driven by Car and Driver in the 1963 test, restored to its “as tested”
condition, will be on hand for the event, as will Wangers. The festivities begin at the Petersen Museum
at 8:00 a.m., and those driving Pontiac GTOs of any vintage are entitled to VIP parking. The cruise-in is
free to attend, and the museum is also offering two-for-one admissions in conjunction with the event.
For more information, visit Petersen.org.
UPDATE (24.October 2013): The Automobile Driving Museum in El Segundo, California, will also mark
the 50th anniversary of the Pontiac GTO with a special appearance by Jim Wangers. The event is
scheduled to take place on March 8, 2014, and will feature a presentation, a catered lunch and a
concours-style display honoring the muscle car. For additional details,
visit AutomobileDrivingMuseum.org.
- See more at: http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/10/23/petersen-to-celebrate-50-years-ofthe-pontiac-gto-with-jim-wengers/#sthash.q0LvoCCi.dpuf

16

Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

February 2014 NEWSLETTER

ValMysteryentiCnruiese

A valentine cruise on Feb. 15. We wil be meeting
at the Burger King at the corner of Herndon and
C lovis Ave at 9 00 AM and leaving the
parking lot at 9 30. Hosted by Darrell Walter
and Mary. The cruise wil commence with lunch.
Please call Darrell or Mary at 222 4675
or email to damawax4 @sbcglobal.net. If you
can make it. If you dont get it done show up
anyway.
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Here's the deal:










Date: Sunday February 23, 2014.
Time: 11am. I will record the race at 10am, and
begin playback at 11am. That should put us
ending the race about real time.
Everyone bring some munchies to share.
(Please call me with what you have so we
don't wind up with 30 bags of potato chips.)
Sandwiches/hot finger food/dips always
popular.
The Massey's will provide a variety of sodas.
Place: The Massey home; 36473 Blossom Ave.,
Madera, CA 908-9431.



Sorry Ray, no burnouts again.



RSVP not necessary, but appreciated.
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Club Activity Schedule 2014
Feb
15th Valentines Cruise
23rd Daytona 500 Party @the Massey’s

Mar
TBA Bass Lake Cruise

Apr
4th Rods on Bluff
9th Kingsburg 18th Annual Car Show

May
TBA Chukchansi
2nd Rods on the Bluff

June
6th Rods on the Bluff
13th Clovis Farmers Market

July
TBA BBQ

Aug
1st Rods on the Bluff

Sept
25th-25th Western Regional
Bill Richards 559-375-3942
Activities Director
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net
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Classified ads
FOR SALE:
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale:
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too)
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20
69-72 A-body door seals $59
64-5 A-body door seal $59
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59
73-7 A-body door seals %59
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59
Lots more call for needs.
Dennis Baker 559 322-8441
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts. Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders. Hood, tail lights,
dash, grills, rear seat springs and console. Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim.
Victor Weitzel 559-760-2313.

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster
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Under the
hood of Ren
Hallett’s
1964 GTO as
it was when
he owned it
in the late
60’s

