
              Paula 
             Yost’s

1986
Fiero

pontiacsofcentralcalifornia.org

volum e 21, issue 1
pocc chapter #67

The award winning pocc newsletter
P ontiacs of Central California N ew sletter
straight
the



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  January 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

2 
 

 

  

 

President’s message  
 

I want to thank the Club for their confidence in me, as President, in the upcoming year 
of 2014.  I will do my very best to fill the position to the best of my ability.  I want to thank 
Bill Richards for a great year as the Club President for 2013, as always he had the Club's best 
interest in mind.  Thanks Bill, for a job well done.  I will have some big shoes to fill. 

We, as a club, are going to have a busy and very eventful year.  We will be having two car 
shows this year, our annual Pontiac, Buick, Cadillac, Oldsmobile and GMC show in Madera 
and the Western Regional Show, in September, at Bass Lake. Putting these two events on 
will require a lot of support and help from all of our members.  To get the Madera event 
going, I will be asking for someone, to volunteer, to be the chairman for this event. This 
show is one that always goes very smoothly for us. 

Brian Massey, Dennis Simonson, Ren Hallett, Dean Davison, and I are the steering committee 
for the Western Regional Car Show, held in September, 2014.  We have spent a lot of time 
and effort, with Bass Lake Pines Resort, negotiating cost for food, lodging, banquet room, 
and the Bass Lake Queen.  These negotiations have been signed and sealed, and we have 
given them a refundable deposit.  We have had several meetings discussing who our key 
people are to head the committees needed for this event.  These people will need help and 
will be asking you to assist them.  Remember, charity is the reason we are doing this 
show, and this year our charity is "Big Brothers, Big Sisters", and possibly "Wounded 
Warriors".  Of course the star of the show will be the Pontiac, Oakland and GMC's.  So, let's 
all start thinking about what part we want to contribute to this event. 

As you know, this is the 50th anniversary of the GTO.  There will be a celebration of the 
GTO, March 8th, 2014, in El Segundo.  Fifty GTO's will be chosen to be in the spotlighted 
corral, for display.  Our club will be represented by several of our club members and we will 
have a booth set up promoting the Bass Lake Car Show. 

I am very excited about the upcoming year, and all of the things our club will 
accomplish.  Our club is a strong, positive icon in POCI.  I am proud of our club, and consider 
all of you valuable members.  This year we are celebrating our 20th anniversary! 

Ron Berglund 
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Nashville's greatest contribution to the hot rod 
and surfing craze of the early '60s came in the 
form of Ronny & the Daytona’s. Centered around 
singer-guitarist-songwriter John "Bucky" Wilkin 
(son of country tunesmith Marijohn Wilkin, best 
known for composing "Long Black Veil" and "One 
Day at a Time"), their big moment in the sun came 
with their debut disc, the Wilkin-penned "G.T.O." 
After writing the song in physics class as a senior 
in high school, Wilkin's mom pulled a few strings, 
landed him a publishing deal, and had a session 
set up with Nashville producer (and former Sun 
session man) Bill Justis. Justis cut the tune with 
various Nashville session players who had a feel 
for rock & roll and instructed Bucky to come up 
with a group name to put on the record. Wilkin 
became Ronny Dayton with the anonymous 
backing group becoming the Daytona’s. The 
record sprang to number four on the national 
charts, and an album was cut in two weeks using 
more or less the same personnel. Wilkin seems to 
have cared little about playing live and, after a 
short time fronting a thrown-together combo for 
selected dates (including a USO tour), simply put 
together a phantom group to go out and honor 
tour commitments. After the USO tour, Buzz 
Cason joined the group, becoming Wilkin's main 
writing partner. A shift away from the Beach 
Boys-styled hot rod and surf tunes came with the 
group's second hit, the ballad "Sandy." Another 
album, exploring the ballad side of the band, was 
recorded in Germany with Cason and various 
session players, including a full string section, 
then an innovative idea for a rock & roll record. 
The hits soon dried up, however, and the band 
moved on to RCA Victor with some success before 
Wilkin left to pursue a solo career with albums on 
United Artists and Liberty. He remains active 
today on the oldies circuit. 
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 Ever listen to the classic 
old Ronnie and the 
Daytona’s song "Little 
GTO" and wonder what 
the words meant? 

Below is a line by line 
analysis of the song 
'Little GTO' (self-
explanatory lines 
ignored) and what they 
mean. After absorbing 
their meaning, it's easy 
to see what inspired 
song writer John Wilkin 
to pen them in the first 
place. Vrooom! 

Little GTO, you're really 
lookin' fine 

One of the all-time 
classic Great American 
Muscle cars of the 60's 
and 70's. In 1964 the 
early stages of the 
muscle car era were 
dominated by full size 
cars. At GM, corporate 
policy prohibited any intermediate size car from having engines greater than 330 cubic inch 
displacement. The engineers at Pontiac had a different idea. They boldly made their 389 CID engine an 
option on the mid-size Tempest and called the option package GTO, which copied Ferrari's GTO (Gran 
Turismo Omologato) model. The car that was marketed under a Tiger motif, but soon became known as 
the "Goat". 

Three deuces and a four-speed and a 389 

'Three deuces' refers to the 3 carburetor "hot setup". In 1964, the base GTO engine was a 389 cubic inch 
topped with a Carter four bbl. carburetor. As potent as it was, the hot set-up consisted of a set of three 
vacuum controlled Rochester two bbl carburetors, known as the tri-power option. Three carburetors 
increase engine power significantly at high RPM's. 

'4-speed' refers to the manual transmission. The GTO came stock with a 3 speed manual transmission, 
with the 4 speed as an upgrade option. The first 1964 GTO, equipped with Motor Trends four-speed, 
325-hp engine, rocketed from zero to 60 mph in 7.7 seconds and blasted through the quarter-mile in 
15.8 seconds at 93 mph. 

'389' refers to the Pontiac CID 389 cubic inch engine. Available mills got bigger in 1970 with a 455 cubic 
inch, although maximum horsepower (370) was produced by the 400 cubic inch engine. 
Pollution control regulations became aggressive in 1974, and subsequent engine displacement and 
horsepower predictably dipped, the last year of the GTO. 
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Listen to her tachin' up now, listen to her why-ee-eye-ine 

'Tachin' up' refers to the tachometer, an instrument that 
indicates the speed, usually in revolutions per minute, at 
which an engine shaft is rotating. Revving an engine 
hard is referred as 'tachin' up'. 

C'mon and turn it on, wind it up, blow it out GTO  
Wa-wa, (mixed with "Yeah, yeah, little GTO") wa, wa, 
wa, wa, wa, wa (mixed with "Yeah, yeah, little GTO")  
You ought a see her on a road course or a quarter mile  
This little modified Pon-Pon has got plenty of style 

'Pon-Pon' was a pet name for Pontiac. Road course and 
quarter mile are 2 types of race track format. A road 
course is an oval, while the quarter mile is linear.  

She beats the gassers and the rail jobs, really drives 'em 
why-ee-eye-ild C'mon and turn it on, wind it up, blow it 
out GTO 

A Gasser is a super charged gas coupe, popular in the 40's, 50's and 60's. In the late 1950s, thousands of 
street legal hot rods participated in organized drag races across the country-they ran in three major 
classes: Gas, Modified Production, and Modified Sport. Racers soon discovered that small, lightweight 
cars were the fastest, and the classic Gasser was born. Competing with a cherried out gasser was no 
small challenge for the GTO. 

A rail job is another name for a dragster, and refers to the classic elongated needle like dragster chassis. 
Gassers and rail jobs were 2 of the popular racing chassis schemes during the Great American drag race 
era. In context of the song, it's no small boast for a factory GTO to compete with these specialized, high 
performance racers. 

Gonna save all my money (turnin' it on, blowin' it out) and buy a GTO (turnin' it on, blowin' it out), Get a 
helmet and a roll bar (turnin' it on, blowin' it out) and I'll be ready to go (turnin' it on, blowin' it out) 

With an original base list price of $3081 at a time when the average income in the U.S. was $4396, the 
GTO was not cheap. Better wrap those pennies, if you want the helmet and roll bar extras, daddy! 

Take it out to Pomona 

Pomona refers to the famous Pomona Raceway, built in 1961 in Pomona California. Originally opened as 
a way to encourage street racers to compete safely, Auto Club Raceway at Pomona was built with the 
combined efforts of the Pomona Valley Timing Association, Pomona Police Chief Ralph Parker, and the 
Los Angeles County Fairgrounds. In 2001, Auto Club Raceway at Pomona's entire 
1,320-foot racing surface was repaved to extend the concrete launch pad from 
330 to 660 feet, and is still in use, and undergoing improvement even today. 

(turnin' it on, blowin' it out) and let 'em know (turnin' it on, blowin' it out), yeah, 
yeah  
That I'm the coolest thing around  
Little buddy, gonna shut you down  
When I turn it on, wind it up, blow it out GTO 

FADE Record Album Photos Courtesy of Bill Tenison 
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Paula Yost’s 1986 Fiero - A Great Little Car. 
In June 1986 I made up my mind that I had to have one of those neat little cars that had come out about two years 

prior. So I went down to Gene Peracchi's Pontiac looking for a bright red Fiero. 

While I was at the dealers, the car hauler came in with a load of Fierro’s, When I saw the gold one sitting on top like a 

very important car, I had to have that one; even though I was short about $13,000. Later I left with a 1986 Gold Fiero 

sport coupe. It had a five speed manual transmission, four-cylinder engine, assembled in Pontiac, Michigan 

U.S.A.  (Buy American) 

In 1986, Pontiac built 9143 4cyl coupes. It was marketed as a two-seat sports car. It is a mid-engine car, with the 

engine concealed close behind the front seats.  It was pointed out that the engine was not mounted far back enough to 

make the car "rear-heavy" and unstable on fast cornering, etc.  I was already sold on the car without all of the 

additional information. The odometer showed eleven miles on it, when I drove out of the dealers, with instructions to 

bring it back????  They knew they had me. 
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Oh yes, something else, it is a plastic car.  By that I mean fiberglass based body panels that were bolted onto a metal 

framework.  It is supposed to be rustproof and also ding proof, as it resisted minor dents. It resembled a true sports car, 

concealed headlights flush with low, sloping hood.  Pontiac quit making the Fiero in 1988, so it should be considered a 

collector's car.  From the first day I purchased the car I have kept a scrap book, or diary, of all repairs and expenses that 

I have done to the car.  Over the years, the book started growing quit large so I eliminated keeping track of minor items, 

like oil changes. I have not had any major problems with the car. The first year I drove the car everywhere. I went to 

seminars in Reno. Everyone would pass me going up the hills, but boy, watch out when I came down the hills. I 

remember one time we drove over to Monterey to have a bowl of clam chowder. That was the best clam chowder with 

little grains of sand in it. I loved driving that car and I still do. It is an everyday car, and everyone still passes me going 

up the hills. 
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In 2001, I joined POCC, mostly to get ideas on how to take care of my car and where to get parts for it.  Ron Berglund 

is still after me to change the wheel covers, but I like the ones I have because they are originals.  I lost one of the wheel 

covers about ten years ago when I went over a railroad crossing. By the time I went around the block to pick it up, a 

person had it and made me pay ten dollars to get it back.  It was worth it. 
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Originally my plans were 

to drive the car about ten 

years and then give it to 

my granddaughter when 

she turned 16.  She is 

approaching 30 and she 

can't have my car, “yet” I 

did let one granddaughter 

use my car for the senior 

prom, because the car 

matched her formal.  

Wow, the things a 

Grandmother will do. 

One of the girls wanted to 

learn how to drive a stick, 

so I showed her how and 

let her drive around two 

blocks.  That was the 

worse day of my life; I 

can still hear that 

grinding sound.  We 

never did that again. 

It has 111000 miles on it 

and is starting to slow 

down a wee bit, 

especially the hills, but I 

still love driving the little 

gold Fiero.   

Paula Yost 
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2013 
The Pontiac Christmas Party was a great success!  There were 
approximately forty people in attendance.  We enjoyed the food that 
was prepared by the good people at Ranchos Café, they did not 
disappoint us! We had a wonderful time "stealing" presents from 
one another, eating and visiting.  It was nice to see Wendy and Don 
Bonander; he brought, and gave away, several items which were 
vintage Pontiac memorabilia.  We want to thank Janet and Brian 
Massey for putting this event together.  
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We met for our third annual ride down Christmas Tree Lane at Jim Stahl's house, December 19th, at 5:30, and we 
departed at 6:00 (we were all so prompt, Jim was impressed!).  It was a cool, clear night.  We invited 50 people to 
go on this ride, and all 50 showed up.  There was a little "glitch" when we went to load on the wagon 
though....much to our surprise, it didn't hold 50 people, far from it, it only holds 35!  "Jim, how come there aren't 
enough seats, you said the wagon holds 50 people?"  Jim's response" Oh, I was just guessing when I told you it 
held 50 people!”  Thank you everyone for having such a good attitude about the seating problem, and squeezing 
in wherever you could, (and to Brian and Janet, Ron and Jan for taking your car), it worked out and I didn't hear 
one complaint.  Jim gave us a really good ride, and unlike previous years, took us all the way through Christmas 
Tree Lane.  It was beautiful from where I sat.  Thank you, Jim, for another good ride. Afterward, we came to our 
house for some cookies, hot chocolate, coffee, etc., and to warm up.  A lot of visiting went on, and hopefully we 
can make this a yearly event....it was fun!   Ron and Willa 
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Plans have changed!!! Bunco Night will now be held at the 
Berglund's residence, January 18, 2014 at 6:00 PM.  The games 
will begin around 7:00 PM, after we take on some "grub".  
Speaking of "grub", SOUP'S ON!.. Bring your choice of, your 
family's favorite soup, an appetizer, dessert, or bread rolls (also, 
BYOB, we will furnish soft drinks)!  You say, "I don't know how to 
play Bunco", no problem.  It is a VERY easy dice game, and we will 
teach you.  It is a fun game, and there is money to be won!!  
Which reminds me, bring $5.00 each, to play. 

Please RSVP by January 16th, with what you plan to bring to eat. 

Ron and Willa Berglund 

2101 W. Spruce Ave., Fresno, 93711

559-259-2079 (Ron) 559-907-0999 (Willa) 
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Here's the deal: 

 Date: Sunday February 23, 2014. 

 Time: 11am. I will record the race at 10am, and 
begin playback at 11am. That should put us 
ending the race about real time. 

 Everyone bring some munchies to share. 
(Please call me with what you have so we 
don't wind up with 30 bags of potato chips.) 
Sandwiches/hot finger food/dips always 
popular. 

 The Massey's will provide a variety of sodas. 

 Place: The Massey home; 36473 Blossom Ave., 
Madera, CA 908-9431. 

 Sorry Ray, no burnouts again. 

 RSVP not necessary, but appreciated. 
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Valentine  
 

As of yet much of  the details are still a Mystery 

even to us. The date is Feb 15 and should not 

change. Meeting time and place has not yet been 

decided. There will be emails to follow. 

The event is being sponsored by... 

Sam and Elaine Fisher 

Mystery 
Mystery C ruze 
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GTO Celebration 

Join muscle car enthusiasts of all makes 
and models on March 8, 2014 as Jim 
Wangers, “Godfather of the GTO,” and 
the Automobile Driving Museum present 
a GTO Celebration at the Automobile 
Driving Museum in El Segundo, CA (Los 
Angeles) to celebrate the Pontiac GTO’s 
50th birthday and the dawning of a new 
automotive era, the era of the American 
Muscle car. 

The GTO Celebration features a provocative presentation by Jim Wangers, a 
catered lunch, a celebratory concourse style display of 50 of the region’s best 
Muscle cars, and a Show ‘n Shine car show open to all performance cars. 

In what today is defined as one of the most significant moments in GTO history, 
Jim Wangers convinced David E. Davis, Editor of Car and Driver magazine, to 
conduct a comparison test of the Pontiac GTO versus a Ferrari GTO. The March 
1964 issue of Car and Driver hit newsstands with the test results and, as they say, 
“the rest is history!” 

The Automobile Driving Museum will “launch” the GTO Celebration in January 
2014 with a special GTO exhibit featuring perhaps the most famous GTO of all-
time, the very 1964 GTO used by David E. Davis and Car and Driver magazine in 
the infamous GTO vs. GTO test article. Yes, this is the “ringer” that Jim Wangers 
spec’d out for the magazine test. 

Join the GTO Celebration by visiting the Automobile Driving Museum 
website, www.theadm.org. Don’t forget to join us on Facebook at GTO 
Celebration for continuous update on this and other GTO Celebrations.  

http://www.theadm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GTOCelebration
https://www.facebook.com/GTOCelebration
http://4mypontiac.com/JW-David-E-05-02-10.jpg
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POCC dues should be paid 
by the end of January 
2014. You can pay at the 
general meeting on 
January, 13 2014 or by 
mail to the treasurer. The 
treasurers position will be 
filled at the next meeting. 

An email will follow as 
to who has taken the 
position and where to 
send in your dues.   
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 

Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail lights, dash, 

grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim. 
Victor Weitzel    559-760-2313. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2014
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Treasurer    
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