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President’s Message
As the President of the Pontiacs of Central California
(POCC) and the Western Regional Director of the
Pontiac Oakland Club International (POCI), I want to
welcome each and everyone that has come to
participate, at the beautiful Pines Resort at Bass Lake.
rd

This is the 3 Western Regional Convention that our
Club has had the pleasure to host. This event is no
different from the others, as we always have charity in
our hearts. The club has chosen “Big Brothers and Big
Sisters of the Central Valley” and “Honor Flight”
(which sends WW II Veterans to the World War II
Memorial in Washington DC), to which we will donate
the proceeds from this event. We must always
remember to help our children, and to remember the
Veterans that fought to keep this country free.
We are here to have fun and enjoy showing our
beautiful Pontiac, Oakland and GMC cars. We have
entrants here that have traveled long distances, to show
their cars and participate in our planned activities. We
appreciate everyone’s efforts, wither you traveled a
great distance or if you just came from nearby, to be
here.
Our Club has planned several activities in hopes to
make this Convention a memorable one for you. Along
with the car show, the events are the Sugar Pine
Railroad Train Ride, Hospitality on the Deck, the Bass
Lake Queen Wine and Cheese Lake Cruise, two
Seminars, and The Awards Banquet. Along with these
activities, you can explore the town of Oakhurst,
Yosemite National Park, and the Pines Resort
surroundings, etc.
We would like to thank all of our sponsors for their
donations to this event, and a special “thank you” to
Kitahara GMC Buick Inc., of Fresno, California.

I want to thank all the members of POCC, without their
tireless efforts and dedication, this event could not
happen! Our members have a vision, and a love for the
Pontiac tradition and what it stands for. They are
always willing to give their time to raise money for our
chosen charities. A heartfelt “THANK YOU” to them
all!!
Thank you, and God Bless
Ron Berglund
President POCC
Western Regional Director POCI

Jeremy “Elvis” Pearce is a 39 year old “Elvis Tribute Artist”
and has been performing his act since he was eight years old!
What started out as an entry in his 3rd grade talent show has
turned into a lifelong passion. Jeremy's love and respect for
Elvis and his music shines through in every performance.
Before turning professional, Jeremy won several Elvis
impersonator contests. Since then he has won audiences over
in more than 3,500 live shows in casinos, nightclubs, fairs,
conventions, fan club events, private parties, etc. Jeremy is

based in Fresno, California, and regularly performs up and
down the state. He has also performed in the Elvis meccas of
Las Vegas and Memphis, and had a number of highly
acclaimed in Lake Tahoe at the same hotel where Elvis used to
perform. Jeremy is one of the most popular Elvis Tribute
Artists in the world (with over 200 annual bookings) and over
300 dues paying members in the Ofﬁcial Jeremy "Elvis"
Pearce Fan Club. Jeremy has worked with a number of the
biggest names in the Elvis World - DJ Fontana (Elvis' original
drummer and Rock & Roll Hall of Famer), The Sweet
Inspirations (Elvis' legendary backing vocalists), as well as
friends and associates of the King including several of the
leading ladies from his ﬁlms.

Jeremy’s show is a carefully crafted “Tribute to the King.” He
performs a variety of Elvis’ hits, from the 50's favorites to the
Las Vegas show-stoppers. The show is enhanced by the
stunning professional jumpsuits made from Elvis’ original
patterns (by B&K Enterprises), satin scarves for the ladies,
and a performance that is true to Elvis’ voice, moves, and
mannerisms. Jeremy has been endorsed by several Elvis fan
clubs that are registered with Graceland - these organizations
do not usually make endorsements. Jeremy's voice has made
his CD "Jeremy Pearce - A Tribute to the King" one of the
only Elvis impersonator CDs to receive radio airplay and has
sold over 10,000 copies.
What makes Jeremy's show stand apart from all others is his
unparalleled ability to connect with his audiences - he knows
exactly how to direct every show and adds just the right touch
of humor. In a world full of impersonators, Jeremy provides a
unique showmanship honed by being an entertainer since
childhood.

Visit his website for more information;
http://www.jeremyelvispearce.com/jephome.html

2014 Western Regional Convention
Schedule of Events
Thursday:
• 9am – 4:30pm: Registration in Lakeview Room.
• 12:30pm – 5pm: Sugar Pine Railroad trip. Bus will pick up participants in East end of parking
lot in front of hotel registration ofﬁce.
• On going: Set up club displays in Cedar Room.
• On going: Turn in photos for Photo contest at Registration in Lakeview Room.
Friday:
• 9am – 4:30pm: Registration in Lakeview Room.
• 11am – 4pm: Photos of registered cars will be taken at East End of Show Field (Once your
ofﬁcial photo has been taken, your car may be parked on the show ﬁeld in its designated spot).
• 12 Noon-4:30pm: Bass Lake Queen Wine & Cheese tour.; Open seating, so you may wish to
take an early cruise to avoid the rush. Four departures: 12 Noon, 1:30pm, 3pm & 4:30pm.
• 6pm – 8:30pm: Hospitality On The Deck. A reception with your friends featuring free wine,
cheese, beer & munchies. On the deck behind the suites.
Saturday:
• 7am: Begin parking show cars. Please, no parking on show ﬁeld prior to taking ofﬁcial photo.
• 7am – 11am: Show car photos taken at entry to show ﬁeld parking.
• 8am – 10am: Registration at show ﬁeld East entry.
• 9am: Drivers Meeting at stage.
• 9:15am: Judges Meeting in Cedar Room.
• 9:45am: – 10:am: Protest period.
• 10am: National Anthem by Rhonda Grove (Marilyn Monroe), at the stage.
• 10am: Club displays to be in place in Cedar Room for judging.
• 10am: Photos to be in place for judging.
• 10am – 3pm: Rafﬂe tickets, 50/50 tickets & Silent Auction sales on show ﬁeld.
• 10am – 3pm: Wearing apparel sales.
• 10am – 4pm: Convention Car Show.
• 10:15am – 2pm: Convention Car Show Judging.
• 10:30am – 11am: Marilyn Monroe on stage!
• 11am – 12noon: Guest Speaker; Jim Wangers in Cedar Room.
• 12 Noon – 1pm: Guest Speaker; Doug Norrdin, Global West Suspension, Cedar Room.
• 1pm – 1:45pm: Elvis performs live on stage!
• 6pm – 7pm: No-host bar prior to Award Banquet in Lakeview Room.
• 6pm – 9pm: Silent Auction continues in Lakeview Room.
• 7pm – 10pm: Awards Banquet in Lakeview room.
Sunday:
• 7:00am – 10:30am: All-You-Can-Eat “Getaway Sunday” Breakfast in Lakeview Room. The
Pines will have a Mimosa and Bloody Mary bar set up; not included in the breakfast price.

40130 Enterprise Dr. Oakhurst, CA - 559-683-3990
Extreme Off Road Recovery - Motor Home & 5th Wheel Towing
Lockouts - Jump Starts - Flat Tires - Snow Recovery
Most Insurance Accepted
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Visit our website, hornphoto.com. You can order pictures and enlargements as well as
greeting cards, thank you cards, calendars, photo books, and other awesome photo gifts.
Shop for Canon, Nikon, and Sony cameras & lenses, and more!

matt@commercialelectroplating.com

Fastway Market
748 North D St. Madera, CA 93638
559-674-2922

Fastway Market proudly supports
Honor Flight & Big Brothers/Big Sisters

Welcome David Lee
Govett Properties welcomes
seasoned Realtor David Lee!
David Lee is ﬁrmly established in the
Madera community. Since arriving in
1980 from Porterville, he has become
involved in many community
organizations. His 30 years corporate
management experience has proven
to be a big factor to his 10 years
success in the Madera real estate market.
David serves his clients with professionalism and integrity in
the buying and or selling process, and takes the stress off of
his clients. Real estate buying and selling is a more
enjoyable process to experience when your Realtor handles
all of the details and is available for you. This sums up
David.
He has been married 44 years to his wife Marlene, who
retired from MUSD in 2012. David and
Marlene have two children, Brian Lee and
Tamra Galindo.
If you are thinking of buying or selling your
home, please contact David at 559-232-5316;
you will be pleased you did.
Ginger Govett
Realtor
559-232-6100
BRE# 01361535

Govett Properties
405 North I Street Suite C
Madera, CA 63637

Is this really news to anyone?

To legions of fans, Jim Wangers redeﬁned the art and
science of automotive marketing and back in the 1960s,
Wangers was a driving force in Pontiac’s dramatic turnaround
from near-extinction to 3rd place in sales during the great
“Wide-Track”. The architect of Pontiac’s high-performance
parts program and its association with Royal Pontiac, Mr.
Wangers oversaw the planning, marketing, and high-proﬁle
placement of some of the era’s greatest performance cars
including the Bonneville, Grand Prix, Catalina 2 + 2,
Firebird/Trans Am and of course, the GTO during his long
and storied career.
The legendary “ad man” for Pontiac and the marketer
behind the Pontiac GTO and several other Pontiac specialty
cars, Wangers helped establish the “musclecar” to its rightful
niche in the history of American car marketing. No, he did not
invent the GTO—credit goes to John DeLorean, Russ Gee
and Bill Collins—but Wangers was certainly the man who
created the mystique that today surrounds America’s original
musclecar, the Pontiac GTO.
In what today is deﬁned as one of the most signiﬁcant
moments in GTO history, in late 1963 Wangers convinced
David E. Davis, Editor of Car and Driver magazine, to
conduct a comparison test of Pontiac’s new GTO versus a
Ferrari GTO. The March 1964 issue of Car and Driver hit
newsstands with the test results and, as they say, “the rest is
history!”
Today, approaching his 88th birthday, Wangers is an
automobile marketing icon. Wangers ﬁrst found work in the
auto-advertising ﬁeld in New York City, eventually ﬁnding his
way to Detroit, working at Campbell Ewald, the advertising
agency then servicing Chevrolet. In 1956, he persuaded
Chevrolet to back a young factory engineer named Zora
Arkus-Duntov to drive a Chevy up the famed Pike’s Peak
road course, blowing away records that had existed for years,
proving the capabilities of their hot new V8 engine. The stunt
worked and Wangers would go on to prominence with another
GM Division, Pontiac, while Zora Arkus-Duntov would later
become known as the “Father of the Corvette.”
Throughout the 1960s Wangers’ marketing style was
pronounced throughout the Pontiac Division. Wangers
himself drove a Catalina Coupe to the Division’s ﬁrst-ever
NHRA National drag racing title at the 1960 Nationals in
Detroit. He conceived many of the ﬁnest and best-known
marketing programs of that day or any other day, from the
Thom McAn GTO shoe (“The world’s ﬁrst high-performance
shoe”) to the Division’s involvement with the incredibly
popular NBC-TV show “The Monkees”. He also was closely

connected to the writing, production and promotion of some
of the muscle car world’s best-known songs, including
“GTO” by Ronnie and the Daytonas. Wangers also was
instrumental in getting the then-popular rock group “Paul
Revere and the Raiders” involved in the 1969 advertising
launch of the famous GTO Judge.
Royal Pontiac became the “unofﬁcial” testing
garage for Pontiac’s high performance cars and equipment.
Wangers organized the entire Royal Pontiac program, which
remains to this day one of the most respected and important
landmark mail-order performance automotive sources ever
established. A Royal “Bobcat” is today one of the hobby’s
most collectible muscle cars.
He is he author of the best-selling book “Glory
Days” that has proven to be one of the most authoritative
books on Pontiac performance history ever printed. After all
it was written by the guy who was “there” — both behind
the scenes and out on the streets.
Perhaps the single car Wangers was closest to, and
still his personal favorite is the 1969 GTO Judge, the
wildest GTO ever created. In a 1969 ESQUIRE Magazine
article written by Dan Jedlika, Wangers was called “the man
who invented Woodward Avenue” (Detroit’s legendary drag
racing street). If anyone in the auto industry put Detroit’s
Woodward Avenue, the mythical epitome of muscle-car
“cruising” into the legendary status it now holds, it was Jim
Wangers and his now-famous late-night “testing” sessions
with some of the hottest cars Detroit ever produced.
Marking the 50th Birthday of the GTO, Jim Wangers
is traveling the country recounting the behind-the-scenes
stories on the development, advertising and release of the
car that launched the Muscle car Era. After all, Jim Wangers
was there when the GTO was born—Happy Birthday GTO!
Furthermore, Jim Wangers’ presentation, “The Anatomy of
the Muscle Car” which addresses the growth and history of
the American performance car, including today’s modern
performance car, continues to be appreciated by enthusiasts
around the country.
For more on Jim Wangers, his personal appearance
schedule, or to schedule an appearance, contact Dave
Anderson at dave@geetotiger.com or 310-995-0778 or visit
www.geetotiger.com.

Thank you for supporting Honor Flight and
Big Brothers / Big Sisters of the Central Valley!
We welcome you to the 2014 Pontiac/Oakland Western Regional Convention! We hope
you have a great time with us, and enjoy the beautiful surroundings The Pines Resort
offers. Besides having a lot of fun, we appreciate your support in Pontiacs of Central
California’s effort to support these two great charities. As you make your way around
taking it all in, please take the time to pause where we are selling wearing apparel,
rafﬂe & 50/50 tickets and the silent auction. These items are a big part of
our effort to make a generous donation.
POCC donated over $14,000.00 to children charities from the past two conventions
we’ve hosted, and we are looking to be as generous this year. So pause, open your
heart . . . and your wallet. We thank you, our Vets thank you, as will many children.

How about some Poncho trivia!
1/ In what year did Pontiac build its one millionth
car?
2/ When did Pontiac cease auto production and begin
building for the war effort? (WWII)
3/ What did Pontiac build in its war effort: tank axles;
aircraft launched torpedoes for the Navy; 20 mm
anti-aircraft cannons for the Navy, or automatic ﬁeld
guns for the Army?
4/ What year did Pontiac build its 4 millionth car?
5/ What year did Pontiac sales ﬁrst break 500,000
units in a single year?
6/ In 1955 “I Love Lucy” began a series where Ricky,
Lucy, Fred and Ethel drive cross country. What did
they drive?
7/ Pontiac’s “Silver Streak” trade mark was
introduced in what year?

Who’s this dude, and
why should you care?
Find out why
on page 40

8/ What was the “Silver Streak”?
9/ What auto maker pioneered the column mounted
gearshift? (Oh come on . . . Guess!)
10/ In what year was the column mounted gearshift
pioneered? (Yep, gotta think now!)

Answers on Page 39

Welcome to
Pontiacs at the Pines
III
Welcome to the 2014 Pontiacs at The Pines
Western Regional Convention held at Bass Lake, CA. If
you attended the Western Regional in 2005 or 2008, we
welcome you back. For ﬁrst-time attendees, I hope this
outing is enjoyable for you. And for everyone, thank you
for coming and supporting The Pontiacs of Central
California at this event.
First, I want to thank all of the sponsors who
have contributed their time and money to support this
event. As you know, The Pontiacs of Central California
(POCC) depends on sponsorship to host this four-day
event. Kitahara Buick-GMC in Fresno is our main
sponsor. Larry Kitahara enjoys classic cars, as you can
see from looking at his beautiful Pontiac Solstice in the
display ﬁeld today. Other new Kitahara vehicles are also
featured. Don Bonander is another co-sponsor. He grew
up in the family auto business, and has two dealerships
in Turlock, CA, Bonander Buick, and GMC & Bonander
Truck and Trailer Sales. Don really enjoys old pickups
and GTO’s. This year, he will be featuring his line of car
trailers. Don also sells new Buicks, GMCs, and new
LARGE semi-tractor trucks. As you thumb through the
program, look at all the ads from the rest of our sponsors
and thank them for their generous support when you
shop at their businesses. These sponsors and POCC
members’ time and effort make this event a success.
POCC donates all proﬁts to nonproﬁt
organizations. In the past, POCC donated to Visaliabased Wish Upon A Star. This year’s proﬁts will be
going to Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Central Valley
and Honor Flight. Honor Flight is an organization that
helps send WWII vets to visit their memorial in
Washington, DC.
While you’re staying at the Pines, you can
participate in several activities in the Bass Lake area.
The Western Regional committee has put together a
different activity for each day. On Thursday, September
25, you can take an afternoon tour of the Sugar Pine
Railroad, located south of the entrance to Yosemite Park.
The Sugar Pine Railroad used this train in the past to
haul lumber from its mill to consumers. They now are
used to take tourists on rides in the canyon, including
nighttime rides and fully catered dinner parties. This
tour includes time for you stop in the canyon to view the
scenery. . When you return back at the station, you will

have ample time to go to the museum, pan for gold, and
purchase souvenirs. This tour includes transportation
from the station back to the hotel. On Friday, we will
have the popular wine and cheese tasting aboard the
Bass Lake Queen. If you need to purchase additional
tickets, go to the registration area. The tasting will
feature cheese and various wines from our Central
Valley. The cheese is from Hilmar Cheese located in
Hilmar, and we're certain you will ﬁnd it is some of the
best cheese you've tasted. Bon voyage and bon appetite!
At 6:00 pm, come enjoy the Hospitality On The Deck in
front of the suites. The leisurely cruise and hospitality
reception gives you the chance to visit with old friends
and make new ones. Saturday is the display of beautiful
Pontiacs, Oakland cars, and GMC vehicles. Jim Wangers
has graciously accepted to come again to this event to
share his vast knowledge and enthusiasm about Pontiac
and the GTO, so make sure you stop by and say hello to
Jim. There will also be chapter displays and an old car
photo contest. In the evening, you can attend the awards
banquet and share stories with fellow car enthusiasts. On
Sunday, attend the Get Away Brunch, share a meal with
friends, and say your goodbyes. At the brunch, POCC
will announce the next West Coast Pontiac Club to host
a Western Regional. As you know, this is the third time
POCC has hosted this event. POCC members, including
my wife and I, would love to travel to any of the
Western Regional Club Chapter locations.
Finally, I want to thank all the club members of
Pontiacs of Central California. Their support and
enthusiastic participation is what makes this event so
successful and enjoyable for everyone.
Dennis Simonson
Chairman- Western Regional Convention

The Pontiac
Tripower Team
Large Inventory of
New Parts And Complete
Restoration Service
Parts : Wrights’s Tripowers
Restoration Services: Mike’s Tripowers
wer

o
Trip

We Specialize in
the Restoration,
Sales, and Parts of
1957-1966
Pontiac Tri-Powers

John Wright: 847-767-2868
Mike Wasson: 309-360-6385

www.pontiactripower.com

Evans Rebuilt
Parts Inc.

Meet “Marilyn Monroe”!
Sometimes known as Rhonda Grove, she
has been impersonating Marilyn for over 20
years, and having a lot of fun the entire
time. She was born in Morristown, TN and
raised in Salem, OR. She spent 30 years
living in the Fresno area until she moved to
Boulder, CO a few years ago to be closer to
her two daughters and two grandsons.
In Colorado she has continued the fun job
of being Marilyn, which has included
singing the National Anthem at a Rockies
game! We are happy to welcome Rhonda
back for the 2014 Western Regional

Convention. She will sing our
National Anthem at 10am, and then
perform her show from 10:30am till
11am on the stage. She will be
around the ﬁeld so feel free to have
your picture taken with Marilyn
Monroe!
As you can see, she takes time to
entertain our troops whenever she
has the opportunity.

POB; you hosting
the next convention?

There are only
two kinds of
drivers in the
world. An idiot,
and a jerk.
An idiot is
anyone who
drives faster than
you, and a jerk is
anyone who
drives slower
than you.

Pontiac/Oakland Western Regional Conventions . . .
What's happened?
My ﬁrst experience with a Western Regional
Convention was in 2002. That year the
convention was held in Ventura, CA and
hosted by the Channel Island Chapter. They
did a great job, and showed me how much fun
a convention can be!

2008 there has been no Western Regional
Convention. Five years without one, is not a
good thing.

I would encourage each and every club to
seriously consider the idea of hosting a
convention. Yes, it is a lot of work, but the
Since then I've attended conventions in Reno rewards are equally big! Between the 2005 &
2008 conventions our club donated a total of
(thank you Silver State Chapter), two in
$14,000.00 to children’s charities. This is an
Southern California (thank you Southern
California Chapter of POCI), and one National accomplishment that our club is justly proud
of.
Convention (thanks again to the Southern
California chapter of POCI). Each convention
Our club will be more than happy to share
was different, and reﬂected the ideas and
information & ideas with any club who would
creativity of the host chapter; and each one
like to pursue the idea
was fun!
of hosting a convention.
Feel free to contact us
Pontiacs of Central
with any questions you
California has hosted
this great event twice in may have! We would
the past; 2005 & 2008. love to attend your
Western Regional
2014 marks number
three for our great club! Convention!
But there are a lot of
gaps in the calendar.
Brian Massey
Since our last effort in
2014 WR Committee

1834 Howard Road STE A; Madera, CA 93637
559-674-5645
tordiniins.com
Home - - - Auto - - - Farm - - - Commercial

prestige.collision@yahoo.net

We are proud to support
Honor Flight & Big Brothers/Big Sisters

Located in San Bernardino California, Global West
Suspension manufactures suspension, steering, and
various brake components for USA built muscle cars
starting from 1955 to present. You will see Global West
products being used in all sorts of applications such as
street, autocross, road race, and drag racing.
Global West products include: complete suspension kits,
tubular control arms, tower supports, subframe
connectors, multi-leaf springs, coil springs, sway bars,
bushings, torque arms, three-link systems, four-link
systems, and more.
Throughout our 34 year history, Global West Suspension
has continued to craft innovative suspension components
that improve the performance of classic cars worldwide.
Furthermore, our products are proudly made in the USA.
When customers choose Global West, they get “World
Class Suspension and West Coast Innovation” with each
purchase. For more information visit:
http://www.globalwest.net/

Doug Norrdin, grew up in Rapid City South Dakota in the
early 70's
I have always liked Pontiacs. When I was 16 I purchased a
1969 Firebird / Ram air 3 engine with a 4 speed. That
started it: Street racing, illegal equipment, extra engines,
speeding tickets and the 6 O'clock news.
My ﬁrst Gto was a 1966 4 speed car that I saw behind a barn
driving down the road. It's hard to mistake those headlights
with a hay bale and a couple of chickens sitting on top of the
hood. I was 17 then. I went up to the farmers house and
asked if he was selling the car. Five hundred dollars later I
towed the car home.
Moving out to California and going to school I ended up
selling the Firebird and the GTO. Years later after missing
the cars I grew up with, I found a 65 GTO in Escondido that
needed some help. Unfortunately it was no longer a 500
dollar car. That was almost 20 years ago. All the cars I have
owned or own became test beds for trying out an idea. The
GTO is no different and for the last 2 years we have been
working on something new. It's time for a little show and tell.
Doug Norrdin; Owner Global West Suspension

Meet guest speaker Doug Norrdin

Yosemite Falls Café
Great Food in a Casual Setting
Full Service Bar

The Valley’s Greatest Tasting Getaway!
4278 West Ashlan Ave.
Fresno, CA 559-275-6060

Meet Our Banquet MC, Craig Hansen!
Like many of you, Craig Hansen has had a passion for cars all his life. Gravitating mostly
to high performance models, Hansen has owned more than forty cars including Pontiacs,
Camaros, Corvettes, Porsches, Mustangs
and Cougars. He even enjoys an occasional
land yacht by having purchased a few
vintage Cadillacs and Lincolns.
When it comes to Pontiacs, Hansen
has owned two 1968 Firebird 400’s, a 1977
Trans Am, an Anniversary Trans Am and a
1979 4-speed Black Special Edition Trans
Am.
Hansen has also served as a judge at
numerous car shows and since 1984 has
been the host of KMJ’s (580am) Auto Shop
Talk. Along with shop owners Ron Strong
and Roger Vogt, the trio has ﬁelded repair
questions, talked about the automotive
industry and featured an occasional guest on the 50,000 watt station for more than three decades.
Craig said his two favorite guests have been Jim Wangers and Angel Delgadillo, the barber from
Seligman Arizona who is the man most responsible for saving Route 66.

Trivia Answers
1/ That would be 1936.
2/ February 1942 saw the last Pontiac roll off the
assembly line.
3/ The correct answer is All Of Them!
4/ Between 1936 and 1952 Pontiac built 3,000,000
cars, so the answer is 1952. Co-incidently, 1952
was the 25th anniversary of Pontiac.
5/ Pontiac introduced 109 new features in 1955
causing sales to boom to over 500,000.
6/ The Ricardos and the Mertzes drove cross
country in a 1955 Pontiac Star Chief Convertible.
7/ Pontiac adopted the “Silver Streak” trademark in
1936.
8/ The “Silver Streak” was a ribbon of chrome that
ran down the hood.
n
so
n
9/ Oh come on, do I need to?
o
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10/ And the answer is, 1938.
a
p

The “Dude” is Edward Murphy!
In 1893 he founded the Pontiac Buggy Company in Pontiac, Michigan where they produced horse
drawn carriages until 1906. It was clear that the buggy was being replaced by the motor car, so in
1907 he incorporated the Oakland Motor Car Company. It is believed that he used the Oakland
name because a cross town rival, the Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works, was already producing a
motor wagon using the Pontiac name.
In 1908 the Oakland Motor Car Company and the Pontiac Spring and Wagon Works merged
together under the Oakland Motor Car Company. Later that year the ﬁrst Oaklands went to market.
In 1909 Murphy sold 50% interest in the Oakland Motor Car Company to
William Durant, founder of GM. The Oakland found itself as a charter
member of Durant’s newly formed General Motors empire.
In 1909 Oakland introduced new engines, new body styles and new
models, greatly increasing sales. But unexpectedly during the summer of
1909 Murphy died. A few months later, General motors purchased full
control of Oakland Motor Car Company.
The Oakland brand was produced thru 1931, by the Oakland Motors
Division of General Motors. But, in 1932 the Oakland name was dropped,
and the Oakland Motor Division became Pontiac Motor Car Company.
Yes, you should know him.

LABMAN DENTAL
LABORATORY

Jim Bryan,
C.D.T. Owner
410 E. Yosemite Ave.
Madera, CA 93637
Phone
559-675-7071

1744 N. Blackstone Ave, Fresno, CA 93703
Service Department
559-237-2244
Parts Department
559-266-9378

www.sebringwest.com

GeorgeValles
???????
Jorge

SIGNMAX
FRESNO, CA 559-299-7446

559-674-4498

37275 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93636

Proud to help Pontiacs of Central California donate to
Honor Flight & Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Central Valley!

Frank Volta

www.lomacwinery.com

Craig Erickson
559-252-1333

Kitahara is proud to sponsor the
2014 Pontiac/Oakland
Western Regional Convention!
5515 N. Blackstone Avenue, Fresno, CA 93710
Sales:(559) 840-3184 Service:(559) 840-3183

