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President’s message  
 

I don’t believe it’s already the holiday season 
again.   It was a good year and next year will be 
better.  Our work on the 2014 Western 
Regional will begin in earnest during the first 
of the New Year.  From the contacts I have had 
there are a lot of people looking forward to the 
Regional and it should be a sold out event.  It’s 
going to take a lot of hard work but the 
rewards will be great.   

I would like to thank the other club officers, 
Sam Fisher, Janet Massey (and her fill-in Paula), 
Bill Truckell, Ron Berglund, John Berglund and 
Brain Massey for all of their work this last year 
and their continued willingness to serve the 
club.  Cherie and I wish everybody a Merry 
Christmas and we hope you all have a great 
holiday season. 

 Bill Richards 
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Minutes for November 11, 2013 meeting 

 President, Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 
Introduction of visitors and guest:  We welcomed Jeanie & Mike King, and Ramona Ackerman. 
Minutes from October 14, 2013 meeting were approved. 
Bill Truckell gave the Treasurer's report; we have 36 members and 25 associate members. 

Newsletter report was given by John Berglund.  John said that the pictures from Toys for Tots will be in the next month's newsletter.  John 
received an award from the Smoke Signals for his newsletters at National. 

Webmaster Update- Brain Massey was not present. 

Bill Tenison reported on The Toys for Tots car show. 

 He thanked everyone for their help.  We had 170-175 cars present.  It turned out to be a wonderful day and a success for the Toys for 
Tots. 

Brian Massey has E-mailed fliers for the Christmas Party on December 8th...4pm till 8pm.  Pay Bill Truckell $10.00 for each member and 
associate who is going to the party.  They need a count by November 30th. 

Bill Truckell has the club apparel for sale.  A motion was made and seconded for Bill Truckell to spend up to $600.00 for new Apparel. 
      We need to let Bill know what size and type of shirt you would like to buy.  T-shirt or polo shirt. 
Brian Massey has sold the excess equipment of old electronics/speakers, that he has had stored at his place.  He received $110.00 for the       
sale of the items. The money will be turned over to the club.  It was discussed beforehand with Bill Richards and he was given the go ahead 
to list the items on Craig’s list. 
Election of officers for the New Year was held. 
President:         Ron Berglund                                      V. President:     Dean Davison 
Secretary:         Paula Yost                                            Treasury:           Bill Truckell 

Activities, Previous and new were discussed. 

Ron Berglund reported on our Halloween Event at the Grove.  Everyone had a nice time and we decided we will probably do it again next 
year. 

Jack Fusari reported on the Veterans Day Parade.  He said it turned out great and we had twelve cars in the parade.  Bill Richards thanked 
Jack for setting it up. 

Ron has talked to Jim Dahl about Christmas Tree Lane, it will be December 19th and we will meet at Maroa and Ashlan at 5:00.  At Jim's 
place. 

 Afterwards we will meet at Foster Freeze for our treats..... 

Discussion was held on the Clovis Light Parade and Rods on the Bluff for next year. 

Bunko Party will be Saturday, January 18th at the home of Judy & Joel Garret’s. 

The Turlock Swap Meet is January 25-26. 

March 8, 2014 will be the 50th Birthday for the GTO’s Ron suggested it would be a good time to advertise the Western Regionals.  More 
information will be on the web site about the 50th party for the GTO's and Jim Wangers. 

Ron Berglund is running for an office at POCI and he wants our support.  Nationals will be in Wichita, Kansas next year. 

Dennis Simonson sent a sheet around for us to sign up to help at the Western Regional. He has: 

Ren  Hallet...............................................Advertising and Sales. 
Janet Massey, Cheryl Richards................Banquet setup and the judge’s luncheons. 
Bill Richards.............................................Head  Judge 
Ron Berglund & John Berglund...............Photos & Power Point 
Janet Massey, Andy Hoff.........................Chapter Display & Photo Contest 
Dave  Valla...............................................Raffles 
Sam Fisher...............................................Registration 
Joel & Judy Garrett..................................Registration-check in at the Pines/tour leaders 
Ron Berglund, Dean Davison…................Trophies 
Dennis Simonson.....................................Wine & Cheese 

Bill Richard’s name was drawn for the Attendance Drawing. 
Meeting was adjourned; next meeting will be January 13, 2014 

Respectfully Submitted,  Paula yost 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                     December 2013 NEWSLETTER 
 

4 
 

Road warriors 

 

 

 
  

Bill & Cheryl’s 1967 GTO 
The saga of my ownership of my first GTO began on a Friday night in early July 2010.  Cherie and I had elected to 
attend the Friday night cruise being held at the Chubby’s restaurant located at Blackstone and Sierra in Fresno.  
After we arrived we ran into club member Ron Berglund and other friends of ours, Mel and Jan Smith.  We were 
anticipating a great time and enjoyment of the warm July evening. 

 For those who don’t know him, Mel is the person that has helped in organizing the Air National Guard show that 
many of us have attended over the past several years.   Although he owns many classic cars, Mel did not and still 
doesn’t own a 4 speed car.  My ownership of just 2 cars at the time, both 4 speeds, seemed to amplify his desire to 
have at least one non-automatic car.  As a result of this, I was always on the lookout for a Pontiac 4 speed car that 
might interest him.   

After our arrival at the cruise-in event I had parked my 69 Lemans and placed our chairs out and proceeded to talk 
with Ron and Mel as I walked away from the car.  Cherie had just sat down near the Lemans when a newer mustang 
started to back into the adjoining space but was coming close to her in the chair.  She managed to wave the driver 
down and give him her opinion of his driving skills.  Afterwards she began a conversation with the guy about the 
Lemans and her 1968 Firebird that she had left at home.  She managed to mention that both of our cars were 4 
speeds and that I was also interested in GTO’s but didn’t have one.  Well this guy said he had exactly what I needed, 
a 1967 4 speed GTO that he might want to sell.    

After Cherie informed me of the conversation, my first thought was Mel Smith since I wasn’t really in the market for 
another car.  At this point Ron, Mel and I were all into the conversation about this car.  Both Ron and I encouraged 
Mel to at least go look at it and finally arrived at the decision that we would all go look.  So we set up a deal to go 
look at the car the following Sunday morning. 

 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                     December 2013 NEWSLETTER 
 

5 
 

  



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                     December 2013 NEWSLETTER 
 

6 
 

 

 

 

  

 

On Sunday morning we all arrived at a nearby 
Starbucks and talked about the car a bit and 
strategized on who might want to buy it, if it 
came to that.  Arriving At the owner’s house 
we saw an old garage in the back that had the 
nose of the GTO showing, it was covered with 
a thick layer of dirt and the tires were flat and 
rotted.  During our inspection we noted that 
it was a true GTO, it was a 4 speed but it had 
a front bench seat, wrong radiator, and 
wrong carb.  The body appeared straight, the 
trunk was marginal and nobody could really 
tell how much bondo or other attempted 
repair work might have been done.  Its last 
license was 15 years earlier.  The guy would 
not commit on what he wanted until Mel ask 
him if he would take $3000.  He said he 
would but at this point, none of us would 
commit although Ron and I still thought 
maybe Mel would want it.  It did need a 
complete restoration and Mel finally said no. 
To make a longer story shorter, I ended up 
with car. 
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After getting the car home Mel and I inspected it and I still actually thought he might change his mind but he didn’t.  
We went through the trouble of cleaning fuel lines, gas tank, putting a new fuel pump on—and it started.  I actually 
thought about driving it a while before starting the restoration but didn’t.  A few weeks later we pulled the engine and 
began work on the car.  As we got into it we confirmed our suspicion that it would take a full restoration to do it right.  
So it was stripped down, body removed, frame rehabbed, new body bushings, etc.  The rolling chassis was then sent 
out for body work and paint which took about a year and a half to complete. For paint, it was decided to duplicate 
Pontiac Tyrol Blue and to retain the black vinyl roof for contrast. 
 

After getting it back from the body shop re-assembly occurred.  During work on the interior the bench seat issue came 
up again.  My first assumption was that I would replace it with bucket seats like all of the other GTO’s I have seen 
have.  However, after researching it a bit it was discovered that only about 550 1967 GTO’s were manufactured with a 
bench seat and a 4 speed transmission. I’m not sure if this was because nobody wanted them that way or other 
reasons but regardless, it was a unique feature of the car.  I elected to restore it with the bench seat because I doubt 
that many of the 550 cars originally made this way still exist or remain as manufactured. 
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Although I did a lot of restoration work on my other two cars, none was to the full extent of this one.  Would I do it 
again?  I’m not sure right now, but if I was asked this question a year ago the answer would have been a definite no.  
So who knows?  I was frustrated and disappointed many times but looking back, I’m beginning to think I enjoyed the 
whole process.  As Cherie reminds me, it’s nice to know that we saved this car’s life.  During the process I had a lot of 
solicited and un-solicited help and advice from friends that was greatly appreciated.  I’m sure a lot of funny stories still 
circulate but sometimes this may be at least part of what it’s all about. 
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Well, the POCC Toys for Tots car show for 2013 is now history! It was a little work and a lot of fun to finally 
see it come together. I really appreciate all those who helped out, from passing out the flyers, car registration, 
making the awards, counting the ballots, and everything else we have to do to make the show successful! We 
were blessed with a beautiful day, custom made for a car show! 
This year’s show raised $1400.00 cash and we had 294 toys donated! Enough to fill 2 pick-up trucks! We also 
had 160 cars in the show, as you could see by the overflow, it was a beautiful sight! 
We had the pleasure of being in the company of some true heroes, the Marine Corps Vets who came out to 
stand by us. It was great to hear them share their stories of when they were in active duty around the world. 
Many thanks to Virginia Cardinal who is the spokesperson for Toys for Tots. She really helped me to 
understand how they are working shorthanded this year, and I was impressed by her enthusiasm throughout 
the day. 
Also thanks to Starbucks, Merchant Donuts, and Toys r Us, Yosemite Falls restaurant, and Julie for keeping 
me sane all the while. Bill Tenison 
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The Parade This year was In Memory Of WWll Veterans and the Merchant Marines. 
We had twelve cars entered in the parade this year, we gathered on San Benito Street to pre-stage. 

Before staging on O Street, I Handed out ribbons to everyone to signify having a WWll Veteran in their family, I'm 
also in the process of obtaining a commemorative coin for everyone that was in the parade. 

 Sue and I brought our GTO and had our son Glenn and his wife Stephanie bring our other Pontiac, Carl Smith 
brought his blue  GTO and Richard Borough drove Carl’s golden Goat because his Pontiac was not running at 
this time, Curt Gunderson and  his guest brought His Trans-Am, Dennis & Diane Simonson brought there 
Pontiac.  

Our staging on O street was vary lengthy and warm, "Just rite for a parade”, we had three guests and their 
family's with their cars, Bill & Linda Geers and two of their Grandchildren in their 1956 Olds and two friends with 
a 1957 Chevy nomad, and Ken Anderson with his 1962 Vet, Sam & Renata With Their Vet, Ron & Willa & John 
Berglund brought up the end with their Pontiacs after being In the first part of the parade with dignitaries. As 
always it was a fun get together. 

Thanks to everyone, Jack 
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail lights, dash, 
grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim. 
Victor Weitzel    559-760-2313. 

 

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2013 

President                Bill Richards  559-375-3942       bgrichards@sbcglobal.net        
Vice President  Sam Fisher                 559-718-9350        fisher_s@unwiredbb.com 
Secretary   Janet Massey          559-908-9435       snowmassey@yahoo.com  
Treasurer   Bill Truckell           559-224-3449      billtruckell@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   John Berglund       559-790-9271      johnberglund421@gmail.com 
Activities   Ron Berglund 559-259-2079      pontiac335@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster   Brian Massey        559-645-8018       bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month, 
Yosemite Falls Café, Ashlan & 99 at 7PM.  Interested visitors are welcome. 
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