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President’s message
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What a car show! The Toys for Tots car show on Saturday was just fantastic. It looked
like all of the participants had a good time and most importantly donated lots of toys and
cash. These kinds of events are a definite benefit to the community and good for our club
to carry out; Quite an accomplishment. However, as is the case most of the time, it comes
down to one or just a few people that really get the task accomplished. Many things have
to be done to insure a successful event and this goes well beyond just showing up on the
day of the event and offering to help. As for the Toys for Tots Car Show, we will most
likely be in need of a new coordinator for the 2014 show, so how about some new blood
for this task?
To make our club successful and to go beyond what one of our members feared we were
turning into a few years ago: an “eating club,” we need to wake up. Although I don’t
think this is the image that we want to develop for the Pontiacs of Central California, we
still may be moving in that direction. To keep this from happening everybody needs to
participate in some manner in organizing and leading the club for the enjoyment of all.
Most of us enjoy the events that the club participates in but if we keep relying on the
same people to do the same things every year, eventually we will fail. Just in the next
year alone we face losing several members who have made significant contributions to
the club by assuming leadership roles for various activities. Somebody or bodies will have
to step in by assuming these roles or we just might turn into an “eating club.”
On another note, I just looked back on the Presidents Message for January of this year:
“Wow, we made it through another year! So here we go again and for me, to again serve
as club president. We just finished having the very successful Christmas Party and
Christmas Tree Lane ride and now I’m pushing myself to get back to work on many things
but especially my old cars and POCC. You know summer is just around the corner.”
I think we enjoyed the year. I didn’t get as much done on the old cars as I had hoped to
but I did kind of finish the GTO. I guess, as a lot of people have realized, you’re never
really done with them. You just drive them for a while to enjoy what you have managed
to do, then work on them some more. I mean even if you play golf as a hobby, you do a
lot of that. However, I did try that sport once but was smart enough give it up but I’m still
cruising in the old cars. Bill Richards
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President Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. No visitors or guests were present; however, the presence of members
Don and Barbara Senior was acknowledged. They’ve been traveling and unable to attend any events for a while.
Minutes from September 2013 meeting were approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report – Bill Truckell reported on finances for the previous month. Currently, there are 36 paid members and 25 associate
members.
Newsletter Update – John Berglund thanked Dennis Simonson for his informative article on the National POCI Convention, including
photos. Also, he thanked Keith Watts for the article and photos he sent of his Safari restoration project.
It was noted by Dennis Simonson that our newsletter received a Newsletter Editor Award at the POCI Convention in Dayton, Ohio.
Dennis presented this much-deserved certificate to John Berglund. Congrats, John!
Webmaster Update – Brian Massey reported that he has been involved in another project and apologized that he has not made many
updates to the website lately.
OLD BUSINESS:
Western Regional 2014 – Dennis Simonson reported that the Regional Planning Committee recently had a meeting and laid out a four
day schedule for the event, which will take place September 24 – 28, 2014 at The Pines in Bass Lake. The committee is investigating a
group trip to the Sugar Pine Railroad and dinner on Thursday. Help is needed for various areas, and Dennis went over a list of what’s
needed.
th

Misc. items related to the Regional – 50 Anniversary of GTO / The Pines is giving us more space for the show / Input is needed for
charity suggestions for proceeds from the Regional (email suggestions to Bill Richards); this should be decided by January so that it can
be on the flyer. Dave Valla will do the raffle / Sam & Elaine Fisher will do pre-registration / Carl Smith and Keith Watts are willing to help
with any jobs, but are both uncertain about their upcoming moves to Idaho so cannot be in charge of a particular responsibility. Preregistration can be done beginning in mid-March (there was discussion about co-operation of the hotel not accepting reservations unless
a person has already registered for the show) / Registration at the event will again be in the boat house / Club Displays will also be in the
boat house. Note: Planning Comm. Members are Dennis Simonson, Ron Berglund, Dean Davison and Brian Massey
POCI National Convention – Dennis Simonson brought the new club display tonight to share with those in attendance. He made it for
the POCI National in July, in Dayton, Ohio. He was assisted in making the display by his wife, Diane, and by Janet Massey. John
Berglund put together a nice notebook of all POCC newsletters to be included in the display. Dennis also included club apparel and some
awards from previous years’ Central Valley Classic to share more about our Chapter 67 activities. He showed all those at the meeting the
award he received in Dayton for being an original owner of his Pontiac.
Christmas Party – Brian Massey reported that everything is set up for our annual party. It will be on Sunday, December 8, at The
Ranchos Café. We will have the restaurant to ourselves, and the time is 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. The price will be between $21 and $22, which
includes tax and tip (Brian will have the exact amount at the next meeting). There was discussion about the club treasury paying part of
each member’s dinner, as was done last year. There was a motion that was seconded and passed: each member and associate will pay
$10, and the club treasury will cover the remainder, up to $12.50. This is for members/associates only. Guests are welcome, but they
pay full price. Each person who wants to participate in the gift exchange will bring a wrapped gift, worth up to $20.
Toys for Tots – Bill Tenison reported that plans are going well for the upcoming show at Toys R Us in Clovis. He is getting the coffee
and doughnuts; and Brian Massey is making awards. Carl Smith has contacted the Marines and they are supposed to bring out a large
vehicle. Those helping set up the field and assisting with parking should arrive around 7:00 a.m.
NEW BUSINESS:
Clovis Farmer’s Market wants to expand the car display at the market. They want to have a display at each end of the street every
week, so we may participate more next year.
Officer Nominations – President Bill Richards announced that Nominations will be postponed until next month; so that means that
nominations and the election will both take place at the November meeting.
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:
Veterans Day Parade – Jack Fusari will be attending the next meeting for the Parade planning. Email Jack if you want to enter your car
in the parade on November 11.
Hobbs Grove – We will meet at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 24, at Fwy. 41 & Shields (behind Starbucks). Then we’ll travel as a
group to Sanger for this Halloween event.
Christmas Tree Lane – Date is still to be determined.
In the absence of Activities Chair, Ron Berglund, there were no other Upcoming Activities discussed.
Attendance Drawing: The drawing tonight was for $40. Sam Fisher was the lucky one to have his name drawn.
Meeting was adjourned. Next meeting is November 11, 2013 at Yosemite
Falls Café. Hwy 99 & Ashlan at 7 p.m.
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Ladies luncheon
POCC girls enjoyed their monthly October Birthday luncheon at Wasabi’s in Fig Garden.
We had a good time and the food was very good.
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Janet Massey’s 1967 firebird
My First Car

My dad came home from work one day in early 1969 and told me that a young man who worked for him was selling
his car; and my dad thought that it might be a good car for me. I was working at my first job and had saved up some
money, so we went to check out the 1967 Firebird the next night. We took it for a test drive and it seemed great to
me!! It was such a nice little car, compared to the huge, clunky ’58 Pontiac Chieftain that I’d been driving at that
point. That was one of the cars in which I’d learned to drive, but I could barely see over the steering wheel! I like the
looks of the ’58 Pontiacs now, but at that time I wanted something a little “racier”.
We agreed on a price, which I can’t remember exactly but was probably around $1400. It was only two years old,
but new Firebirds at the time were mainly around $3000. The guy I bought it from was buying a new Firebird, so I
guess he liked the model a lot. When my dad sold the ’58 Pontiac not long after that, he let me have the money from
that for my new car. I think he sold that car for only about $700; and it was in nice shape. It sure had lots of chrome!
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In 1967, Firebird’s first year of production, 90,152 hard tops were made. My Firebird is a 326 V-8 hard top, with
automatic transmission and dual exhaust. Nothing fancy, but I’ve always liked it. It was originally purchased at Ulrich
Pontiac in Culver City, California. According to the paperwork I have, it states that the car was placed in service May
12, 1967. I also have the original owner’s manual and original plates. It’s always been the aqua color that it is now,
which I found in an article online was named Gulf Turquoise Metallic. Everything on the interior is also aqua: dash,
seats, and headliner, carpet, and door panels – even the steering wheel. The window knobs used to also be aqua,
but one of them broke a long time ago and I could never find that color so now they’re clear.
When my kids were young, the Firebird was the car I drove all the time. It was rarely driven on long trips, just mostly
around town. Through the years, a few things started to break. My heater was broken for several years and I
remember some cold nights during the one hour drive back from my parent’s house in Orange County. The side
mirror fell off when I was driving down a busy street, and the radio broke. The motor was getting tired and starting to
smoke. I finally was able to buy another used car in the early 1980s, but I couldn’t part with the Firebird; so it just sat
in my driveway. People driving by my house would often stop and ask if it was for sale, but I always said no.
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In 1987, when my Firebird was twenty years old and had 106,000 miles, I was able to have the engine and
transmission rebuilt. The body still looked good, but the paint was oxidized and looked bad. It still just sat most of
Pontiacs
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
November 2013 NEWSLETTER
the time and I didn’t drive
it veryofoften.
Brian and I got married in 1991 and we moved to the Fresno area (Madera Ranchos) in 1992. We joined POCC in
1998, mainly so that we’d be motivated to finally restore the Firebird. We knew that we’d be around Pontiac
enthusiasts who could answer questions and help us find whatever we needed. We also found some great friends
and have enjoyed our years in this group.
We’ve always felt that we mainly just “refreshed” the Firebird when we restored it in 1998-9. All the parts were there,
so we didn’t need to go looking for lots of items. We bought new upholstery, carpet, interior door panels, headliner,
trunk liner, and had the car painted. My Firebird still has the original dash – which has never cracked – even though
it sat outside for quite a few years. Other original items are: steering wheel, all the glass (except side mirrors),
chrome (I know – they need to be re-chromed), all insignias, console and all items on the dash (including a separate
clock that hasn’t worked for years, but looks cool).

Several years after this “restoration”, the engine compartment still looked awful. I know it drove several of you guys
crazy, but I’d degreased it and that was as far as I was going! Sam Troncoso offered to clean and restore under the
hood for me about eight years ago, and we accepted his offer. He made it look so much better and cleaner – I could
finally open the hood at a car show and not be embarrassed. Thanks, Sam!! Also, Brian bought me some new
wheels a few years ago, so now they are correct for the car. Currently, my Firebird has 117,600+ miles. Not bad for
8
an “old lady”. I meant the car, not me!
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As you can tell, I have a sentimental attachment to my Firebird and I don’t plan on getting rid of it any time soon.
Both of my kids have always had their eye on it, but I’m not ready to give it up yet. It may not be perfect, but my first
car is still a fun car to drive.
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Thanks to John Berglund for taking the photos of my first car for this article.
Janet Massey
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October 4th was the last Friday night car show this season for the Rods on the Bluff. We
had six club members bring their cars to the show. Everyone had a great time. Ron and
Willa won the tickets for the Neil Sedaka show at the Big Fresno Fair. Hot Rod Coalition
plans on putting on The Rods on the Bluff shows next year.
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POCC Members at the
last Rods on the Bluff
show for the year
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On October the 24th several of the Pontiac Club members met at Starbucks on Highway 41 and Shields, to caravan to Hobbs
Grove. We were joined by six members of the Cam Twisters. On our arrival at The Grove we had a quick dinner while it was still
light. While we ate dinner we were entertained by the ghosts and goblins.....making many photo opportunities. Carl Smith and
Ron Coppla searched and searched for their favorite girlfriend....or would that be boyfriend???? She/he finally arrived, much to
their delight (see photos). As it got dark, we joined a long line of people for the hayride. The hayride included going through a
cemetery, an old trailer park, etc., with spooks coming up from behind you in the dark, to scare the day lights out of you... of
course, it wouldn't be complete without a chainsaw along the way. Sheila Davis and Janet King were in the middle of the
hay trailer by the end of the ride. They were ready for the ride to end!
Next came the haunted house tour. More scary sights and frights in every dark corner. As we went through, there were a lot of
ghoulish things to see, such as several hands in a sink...the "lady" there said,”I am washing my hands".
From there we went to The Forest, where more spooks and goblins jumped out of the darkness at every corner to scare us. The
highlight of this tour for me was "the lake" which was fog with black lights on it....it gave the illusion of walking through water. It
was almost waist high, and you just knew that something would jump up out of it.....and you weren't disappointed!
If you missed it, you missed a very fun, and scary evening.
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In looking over lists of vanity plates I’ve written down, I noticed quite a few related to animals; especially dogs. Hope
you see a couple that entertain you. They’re pretty easy, but the answers are at the bottom of this page if you need
to peek at a couple of them:
OLDOG♥R
BAOWOW

DOGDAIZ
DAWGS

MY2CATZ
ANEMLVR

DGTYD♥G
NO1DOGS

1EARUP
WYLDAWG

FRGNTOD
UPIGLET

WATR DG

K9 TAXI

COOND♥G
WULF PK

COW CAB (cattle truck)
KOW PEN (cattle truck)

♥UR
♥UR

TU DOGZ

HLO KTY
CMEMEOW

VET

PET
FRG WART
LFNT ♥R
4WILDLF

Some veterinary offices have quite a sense of humor, judging by signs they post in front of their businesses:

“No Hump Wednesdays – 10% off Spay and Neuter”
”If you don’t talk to your cat about catnip – who will?”
“We like big mutts and we cannot lie”
“Neutering your pet makes them less nuts”

And, finally, only in Montana would you see this sign:

“Save an Elk – Shoot a Wolf”

Answers to the above plates (my interpretations – you may come up with something different):
Old Dog Lover
Bow Wow
Diggity Dog
#1 Dogs
Water Dog
Coon Dog
Wolf Pack
Two Dogs

Dog Days
Dawgs!
One Ear Up
Wild Dog
Canine Taxi
Cow Cab
Cow Pen
Hello Kitty
See Me Meow

My Two Cats
Animal Lover
Frog and Toad
You Piglet
Love Your Vet
Love Your Pet
Frog Wart
Elephant Lover
For Wildlife

Please send me any crazy signs, vanity plates or other fun stuff to me at Snowmassey@yahoo.com Drive safe and
19
enjoy your Thanksgiving.
- Janet Massey
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Classified ads
FOR SALE:
Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weather-stripping for sale:
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too)
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20
69-72 A-body door seals $59
64-5 A-body door seal $59
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59
73-7 A-body door seals %59
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59
Lots more call for needs.
Dennis Baker 559 322-8441
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts. Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders. Hood, tail lights, dash, grills, rear seat
springs and console. Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim.
Victor Weitzel 559-760-2313.

Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2013
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Activities
Webmaster
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1967 Firebird at the end of the line

