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President’s message  
 

As the hot summer begins to subside the classic car season is actually warming up again.  With the cooler 
evenings, more and more people are bringing the old cars out without fearing they will melt.  As we go 
into the fall the car show season is busy but normally concludes at the annual POCC Toys for Tots Car 
Show.  As has been the tradition, this car show will again occur on the first Saturday of November which 
falls on November 2 this year.  I think this is the 14th annual show but it seems I’ve been corrected at least 
once every year when I try to figure this out.  You think you could look at the old forms and other written 
information regarding previous shows to help come up with the right number, so I did.  However, one of 
the items I read said that last year’s show was the 11th annual and another one said it was the 13th.  Since 
it seems like I’ve been around for almost 11 years and show was a fairly well established event at that 
time, I’m going with 14 for this year, unless I get corrected again. 
 

Bill Tenison has volunteered to coordinate the Toys for Tots Show this year and everybody should be 
ready to jump in and provide whatever assistance he needs to carry on the successful tradition of this 
event.  This includes the running around getting pre-show stuff done as well as showing up a little early to 
park cars on show day.  A lot of stuff needs to be picked up from our storage area in Brian’s shop and 
hauled over to the car show site, coffee and snacks also need to be picked up and somebody needs to be 
at the parking lot  extra early to claim our parking area and tape it off.  I remember one year I got really 
ambitious, or just woke up early and couldn’t go back to sleep, but I got there well before 5 AM.  Believe 
it or not, there were 3 classic cars already parked in the show area.  This just shows how popular the 
event is; as the shows advertised start time is 11AM. 
 

The day of the Toys for Tots show most club members should try to show up no later than 7:30AM, as  
cars are usually coming in pretty steady by then.   I know, the advertised start time is 11AM but it doesn’t 
seem to matter because that elusive good parking space is always a consideration to car show attendees. 
Pretty early crowd but I guess that comes with age. 
 

To have a successful car show we need to make sure everybody knows about it.  Articles regarding the 
Toys for Tots show have been placed in the Old Car publication and in the car show section of the Fresno 
Bee.  All of us should make sure we get a supply of flyers to pass out.  If you go to car show make sure you 
have a good supply with you. 

Bill Richards 
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Minutes for August 12, 2013 meeting 

 

President, Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 

 

Introduction of visitors and guest:  We welcomed members Tom & Lori Sandelin, also guest Jim Keller 

and Ramona Ackerman. 

 

Minutes from July 8, 2013 meeting were approved. 

 

Bill Truckell gave the Treasurer's report; we have 35 members and 24 associate members. 

 

Newsletter report was given by John Berglund.  He will be asking you for articles about you and your 

Pontiacs (cars) please do not turn him down. 

 

Webmaster Update- Brain Massey was not present. 

 

Ron Berglund gave the status report for the Western Regional.  He has been in touch with Bass Lake, 

regarding the hotel and catering.  Ron is checking into the Sugar Pine Train Ride for Thursday 

afternoon.  It was suggested that we check into the Golden Chain Melodrama in Oakhurst.  

Ren Hallett discussed the Ad Rate Sheet.  Be sure to keep him aware when you call on someone.  Dennis 

Simonson took fliers to National. 

 

Discussion was held on having our 2014 Central Valley Classics Car Show in Madera.  We talked about 

the pros and cons of exploring the use of another park in Madera.  Sam Fisher will check into it.   We 

would have it the last week in April.  John Bonander indicated he would help us.  We would also save on 

trophies by ordering more at one time... 

 

Announcements:  Willa & Ron Berglund will be married August 24, 2013. 

They said to save the date of September 14, 2013 for a reception at the Fresno Elk's Lodge.  Keith & Ellie 

Watts will be moving to Idaho. 

 

Bill is working on the Toys for Tots; it will be the first Saturday in November. 

 

Activities, Previous and new were discussed. 

 

Andy Hoff's name was drawn for the Attendance Drawing.  He was not present, so the amount will be 

$30.00 next month. 

 

Meeting was adjourned; next meeting will be September 9, 2013 at Yosemite Falls Cafe. 

 

Respectfully Submitted     Paula Yost 
 

 

Pocc August minuets 

I want to say a big THANK YOU to Paula Yost for 
filling in for me as Secretary in July and August.  
Paula is always willing to step in and help 
wherever needed, and I appreciate her doing the 
minutes for the past two months. Janet Massey 
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1973 Pontiac Grand Am 
In 1985, while I was in the insurance business, I called on a couple in Dinuba, Gordon and Marilyn Enns.  I discovered that he 
had a car sitting behind his barn.  We went out to look at the car, and it was a 1973 Pontiac Grand Am, with a 455 cubic engine.  
I ask Gordon to tell me the history of the car.  They purchased the car, in August 1973, from Enns Pontiac in Reedley, CA.  They 
drove it as a family car for several years, until their kids were old enough to attend Pacific University.  While commuting to 
college, the car over heated and the engine had to be overhauled.  Penner Brothers, of Reedley, did the repair.  The car wasn’t 
driven much after that, and it was parked behind the barn.  I ask Gordon what he was going to do with it.  He replied that he 
was going to restore it.  A year later he Gordon became very ill with cancer.  In a conversation with me, he asked if I would 
restore the car.  I told him it would be an honor to do that.  After purchasing the car, I drove it for about a year before deciding 
that it was time to start the restoration.  The car was in such good condition that I decided to do a “body on restoration”.  I took 
the motor out and dismantled it, discovering that it did not need to be overhauled, so all I did was clean it up, put in a Ram Air 
III Cam Shaft, and a windage tray, and painted it Pontiac Blue.  The transmission and differential just needed cleaning up.  The 
interior was in good shape also, all it needed was a driver’s seat panel repaired.  The body didn’t have any rust, and very little 
body work needed to be done.  It was painted the original, Dessert Yellow.  The 1973 GM cars were equipped with a five mile 
an hour front bumper.  The nose and headlight side panels were made of pliable plastic, and because of the extreme hot 
summers in the Central Valley, the plastic started cracking and falling apart.  There is a company in the Bay Area that sells 
complete front ends made of fiberglass.  I purchased the necessary parts and assembled and painted it. 

To give you a little history of the 1973 Grand Am…..The Pontiac division wanted to be competitive with European cars.  It had a 
sloped back, opera windows, Grand Prix interior, the European sounding horn, and sway bars both front and rear.  In the 
beginning the division had thoughts of making the car a GTO, but the European cars were coming on strong, so the decision 
was to make it the Grand Am.  The division made two body styles, the two-door coupe, and the four door sedan. 

My personal experience with this car is that it handles very well, sounds good, looks good and is a lot of fun to drive. 

Ron Berglund 
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Ladies luncheon 

The Ladies luncheon this month was held at Samba Global 
Cuisine, a new location in Fig Garden Village. Most of us 
enjoyed their buffet, but Judy tried out their hamburger! The 
food was good, and enjoyed by all. 
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Cruizin 

  the          

Pavilion 

First Thursday of the month 

at the Bullard & West 

Pavilion. Thru October. 
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Bullard High School Show and Shine. 

On August 10, several club members attended a Friday night show and shine at Bullard High School in 

Fresno.  This was sponsored by and a benefit for the Bullard High School Cheer squad and, as a result, 

many Cheer leaders from all different age groups were present to entertain participants.  Several food 

booths as well as other vendors were present.  Nobody went home hungry and this would be a nice 

event to attend again should they elect to do another one in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

509 Hall Chili Cook off and Car Show. 

On August 10, Bill and Cheryl Richards attended a Car show at the Fresno 509 Hall.  For those of you 

unaware of this facility it is located on First Street just north of Shields in Fresno.  It has been at this 

location for many years as I remember going to a friend’s sweet 16 birthday party there. The facility is 

dedicated to Military veterans and the event was a benefit for this purpose. 

As the name implies the event was also a Chili Cook off and, along with the chili makers, other kind’s 

vendors were also present.  We ate several different kinds of Chili, some good, some maybe just not to 

our taste.  For those not partaking in the Chili a lot of other food and drink were available.  This was a 

very well attended car show and we probably should watch for it next year so more of us can attend. 

In addition the Bill and Cheryl Richards attending the clubs newest members Jim and Janie Keller were 

present and recruited for club membership by Cheryl.  Welcome Jim and Janie!   
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Cruise  in 
  Saturday nights 

1st & gettysburg 
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September 2013 



 
This first section is especially for the ladies.  Here are some strange license plates that you will enjoy, I hope.   
What woman would be attracted to any of these drivers?  I’m giving you help on some, but you can figure out 
the rest.  Honestly, I did not make any of these up!!  Guess they have low self-esteem. 
   
  MR ZERO     BAD  BERT  
  NRD  BOY (nerd boy)   SYKO  BOB (psycho Bob) 
  IHVNOIQ  (I have no IQ)   KRZY  JOE (crazy Joe) 
  UNSTBLE (unstable)   WRWOLF (werewolf) 
  JEFF  YO     IRGRMPY (I are grumpy) 
  MEANY     A  TOMCAT 
  OORNERY     NAKDMN (I didn’t see a naked man) 
 
While we were recently in Montana, we saw the following: 
 
 Bumper sticker – “Coffee, Chocolate and Cowboys . . . Some Things Are Just Better Richer!” 
 
 Billboard for a sod farm  –  “Instant Grassification” 
 
 Sign on a large tow truck in Great Falls, MT – “We meet by accident” 
 
 “Grass Whackers Yard Care” 
 
 Sign at a church –  “Honk if you love Jesus.  Text while driving if you want to meet Him.” 
 
 Sign at a hotel in Twin Falls, ID –  “We have very wet water in our pool.”  Huh?! 
 
We also collected some new plates in Montana:  
 
 BYOD  (on a hunting plate - bring your own dog) STIL  L8 (still late) 
 4DEDOGS (for the dogs)     TRTL  (turtle) 
 CRZELDE (crazy lady)     T  THYME (tea time) 
 IGOT  WUD (hmm, hope it’s firewood)   RV  RIDE (on a tow car) 
 D8NITE (cute, red convertible – date night)  UP4FSHN (up for fishing)   
 2THE3  5 (a Biblical statement –   GONHIKN (gone hiking) 
    II Thessalonians 3:5)   4MYPUPZ (for my pups) 
 YAT CLUB (a yacht club in Montana?)   MUD  BABY (4 x 4)  
 BAKPAKR (saw this one in Glacier Nat’l Park)  LAZYKR (lazy K ranch)   
 NOWIMPS (no wimps)     LIPSTK2 (a red car – lipstick) 
 
I appreciate the couple of people who have given me some plates or signs they’ve seen.  Please send me any 
crazy signs, vanity plates or other fun stuff to me at Snowmassey@yahoo.com   Drive safe. 
 

- Janet massey 
-  

 

♥ “Think big thoughts, but relish small pleasures.”  ♥ 
- H. Jackson Brown Jr., author of Life’s Little Instruction Book 

 

mailto:Snowmassey@yahoo.com
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weatherstripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail lights, 
dash, grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim. 
Victor Weitzel    559-760-2313. 
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