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President’s message  
 

Sorry about the lack of a Presidents message this month.  I wrote one then decided to use it in a different 
manner than the Presidents Message process.  Since I’m late and John needs this, please enjoy the 
following re run of a past message.  This is definitely one of the advantages of serving more than one term 
as President……. 
 
It’s funny how you can forget certain things that have occurred over the years then recall them and say—oh yeah, I 
remember that.  One such tidbit in car history was the move during the years between 1987 and 1990 by the 
automotive manufacturers to just forget about making convertibles.  Rather this was for safety concerns or just a 
lack of demand, I don’t really remember.  However, not many American cars were made as convertibles during 
these years. 

To answer what must have been some continuing desire by Firebird and Camaro fans, GM saw at least some 
limited opportunities in the convertible market during these years.  In response to this they did not build convertibles 
directly but decided to offer a convertible conversion.  To get a Firebird convertible during these years you would 
visit your local Pontiac dealer and place your order after laying down about an extra $5000.  These orders were then 
sent to aftermarket manufacturer that was selected by GM as an exclusive contractor.  After this, your former 
Firebird coupe would eventually emerge as a really cool looking Firebird convertible. 

What is amassing is the lack of documented history on the convertible conversion process.  Considerable 
controversy exists on the how the process worked, who could place the order and how many of the cars were 
converted.  The contractor for these conversions was ASC (Automotive Specialty Company), who fitted each 
authorized conversion with an ASC tag on the door jamb.  However, beyond this is where the controversy begins.  
Just browsing through the different web site forums you can see the differing opinions and lack of any documented 
history for the cars. 

The consensus of what really happened seems to be as follows.  If you wanted a Firebird Convertible during the 
affected years you would visit your Pontiac dealer and place an order.  This appears to be the one and only way you 
could get a Firebird convertible.  You could not visit the ASC manufacturing facility and say—here’s my Firebird, 
please convertible it.  To get the official conversion you had to order through a dealer.  As previously mentioned the 
average cost for this conversion was around $5000.  I don’t fully remember what car prices were during these years 
but I think $5000 was a pretty good chunk on top of the purchase price.  In about 4 months your limited edition 
Firebird convertible would arrive at the dealer. 

One of the areas that make it difficult to track the history of this process is that GM did not officially denote these 
cars as convertibles.  Checking VIN’s on one of these vehicles would do nothing but verify it as a Firebird coupe.  
You could visit the door jamb and see if the ASC tag was still there but that could be missing.  To attempt to fully 
verify that you have the “official convertible” you could go to ASC, but they really only have a less than accurate 
listing of VIN’s of cars that were converted.  This is another area of controversy.  There seems to be about a 20% 
variance in the number of authorized conversions between what GM says and ASC has accounted for.  The 
numbers that appear most accurate are as follows. 

                                       Firebird        Camaro 
1987   173   955 

1988   104   4605 
1989   330   6473 
1990   ???   5394 

Looking at the very limited number of firebirds produced I think I can see a future for them in the collector car world.  

What is interesting is that they’re fairly difficult to find but they’re still cheap to buy.  This might be interesting to 

follow over the next few years. 
 

Bill Richards 



              Pontiacs of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA                  July 2013 NEWSLETTER 
 

3 
 

 

 

  

 

Minutes of June 10, 2013 Meeting 
 

President Bill Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  One guest was present, 
Nicholas Cardena, who is the grandson of Dennis Schwarz. 

Minutes from May 2013 meeting were approved as written.   

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Truckell reported on finances for the previous month. Currently 
there are 35 paid members and 24 associate members.  He also gave a detailed report on income 
and expenses for the Central Valley Classic. 

Newsletter Update – John Berglund wants to feature a member’s car each month in the 
newsletter.  He can also give the article to Brian for the website. Dean Davison will be doing an 
article for this month.   

 Webmaster Update – Brian Massey reported that the website is up-to-date; and no one has 
sent him any information. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Western Regional 2014 – Dennis Simonson reported that the planning committee is still 
working out the details of the contract with The Pines Resort.  He and Brian Massey have an 
appointment at The Pines on Wednesday. 

 Honorary Members – Last month it was discussed (and a motion was passed) about making 
Don and Wendy Bonander honorary members of POCC.  It was voted on tonight and approved.  
Bill Truckell will write them a letter to let them know.   

NEW BUSINESS: 

Club Display at POCI – Dennis Simonson is putting together a club display to take to the 
National POCI show in Dayton, Ohio, in July.  John Berglund is having newsletters for one year 
copied and put into a binder for the display.  There was a motion to allocate up to $150 for 
expenses involved in putting the display together.  Motion was seconded and passed. 

PAST ACTIVITIES: 

Peoples Church – Dennis Simonson reported that the show went well. 

Pavilion West – This show will not take place in July, so their next show will be on the 
first Thursday of August. 

Rods on the Bluff – Bill and Cheryl Richards attended. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:   

Madera Show – This show at Walgreen’s in Madera will be on Friday at 6 p.m.  Meet 
at the Fisher’s home at 5 p.m. 

Attendance Drawing:  Carl Smith won $10 in the drawing tonight.   

Meeting was adjourned.  Next meeting is July 8, 2013 at Yosemite Falls Café at Ashlan 
and 99 at 7 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Janet Massey 
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Ladies Luncheon 
We had a really nice luncheon in June, with ten in attendance. Two first-timers joined 
us: Paula’s sister, Donna, who was visiting from Colorado; and Ron’s friend, Willa, who 
is getting to know us all. Janet’s daughter, Joelle, was also able to attend from 
Mariposa.  In addition, the following "regulars" were in attendance:  Diana Hoff, Judy 
Truckell, Judy Garrett, Mary Walter and Cheryl Richards.  We met at the World Sports 
Café in River Park, but unfortunately the "service" was non-existent and we were 
there for close to an hour and fifteen minutes before any food was served. At one 
point we almost left to go to In-N-Out because we were really hungry!! We all enjoyed 
visiting with each other; and we certainly will never be going to that restaurant again. 
July’s luncheon will be on Wednesday, the 31st, at 11:00 a.m. 
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The year was 2008 at Hot August Nights in Reno when I saw this 1957 Pontiac 2-door hard top sitting at Silver 
Auctions waiting to go across the auction block. It was quite unusual in that it had a 261 cubic inch 6 cylinder with 
Powerglide transmission. My auction buddy was looking at a 1938 Oldsmobile sedan, which was parked right next to 
the Pontiac. We discussed what we thought the two cars were worth and we would bid on them. Unfortunately, 
there were two other bidders who wanted the cars worse than we did so they went home with them.  

Moving forward to the 2009 Hot August Nights, my buddy and I are at Silver Auction again and low and behold there 
was the 1957 Pontiac and the 1938 Oldsmobile sitting side-by-side waiting to go over the auction block. We took this 
as a sign that maybe we were meant have these cars and we bided on them and got them both for less than what 
they went for last year.  

While driving the Pontiac home, I kept smelling gas but couldn’t figure out where it was coming from until I got about 
20 miles outside of Jackson on Highway 88. The car quit running. When I raised the hood I knew where the gas smell 
was coming from, a stuck float in the carburetor. Luckily it didn’t catch fire. Well we couldn’t drive it another 200 
miles this way, so with a pair of pliers and a pocketknife, I tore the carburetor down and made adjustments to the 
float. The trip was uneventful from that point on. 

Like most of my projects, the car was taken out rarely and spent most of 2 years in my shop waiting for me to decide 
what I wanted to do with it. I decided in early 2011 that I was going to replace the tired 6 cylinder and Powerglide 
trans with a 2004 GTO 5.7 LS engine and 4L60E trans. This project took me about 12 weeks to complete. In fact I 
finished the transplant the day before taking off to Pismo’s Father’s Day show. The car performed beautifully and I 
got over 2o miles to the gallon.  

Now that I have it mechanically the way I want, paint and upholstery are next.  

 

Dean & Sheila Davison’s 1957 pontiac 
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My wife and I are the proud owners of a 1957 Pontiac, 2-door hardtop, powered by a 2004 GTO Ls1 engine / 
auto trans which was installed as the 2011/12 winter project. Upon completion we took the car to Pismo for 
the Father’s Day show where it became very apparent what the 2012/13 winter project for the car would be. 
The car ran beautifully, no problems except I needed a football field to stop it. As soon as we got back from 
the show I began the search for better stopping power and different looking wheels. 

I have always liked the 1960-64 8 lug wheels and thought why not try to put them on the 57. Little did I know 
the challenge this turned out to be. After several weeks of research and Ron’s help in locating the needed 
parts the project was started.  

The first thing was to use 1964 spindles that had to have the bottom ball joint hole modified to fit the 57 ball 
joints. Next came the disc brakes, which are 1994 Chevy pickup that needed to be fitted to the spindles and 
caliper mounting brackets fabed. Couple that with a 7inch dual booster and pickup master cylinder, I now had 
brakes that would stop the car. 

Getting the 8 lug hubs mounted was another challenge. The rear units only required a 1 inch spacer, the brake 
shoes for the 57 was ¼ inch narrower than the 64s. The front required cutting off the brake drum portion 
using only the front section bolted to the 94 rotor. 

Since I went to disc brakes, this requires 15 inch wheels. Guess what, 8 lug wheels only came in 14 inch. So I 
took a set of 15 inch rims and the center section out of the 8 lug and made a set of 15 inch 8 lug wheels 
including a spare. Put a set of 15 inch Rally Wheel beauty rings on and we’re done. 

This proved to be more of a challenge than I originally thought; but after a lot of painstaking research and 
work we have the stopping power and the good looking wheels I wanted. 

Dean and Sheila Davison 
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Bill Tenison won 2nd place Mike King won 3rd place 
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Looks like another good 
time at the Pavilion 
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 Car Show 

The Father’s Day Pismo Beach Classic Car Show had a very good turn out with 
a small but nice showing of Pontiacs among hundreds of other very 
nice cars. The large crowds enjoyed two days of fun and sun that included the 
show itself and an evening cruse that featured a Pismo city councilmen 
escorted in a Pontiac !! 
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A few club members enjoyed attending the St Anthony Church Car show On Sat June 29.  Even 
though it was 110 degrees towards the end of the show we all had a good time.  Of course this was 
mainly because we got lucky and had some really nice (shady) parking spots.  Jeremy "Elvis" Pearce 
performed and displayed the last Cadillac owned by Elvis Presley. 

St Anthony Church Car show 
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Middleton, Idaho 

 

  

Went to a 4th of July car show up here in Middleton, Idaho.  One GTO and one 

really nice '54 Pontiac.  Nice people, nice cars, like being in the valley 50 

years ago, without cell phones and they like guns.  Might just have to move here.  
Keith watts 
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Classified ads 
FOR SALE: 

Cleaning out the garage and have the following NEW Weatherstripping for sale: 
70-81 Firebird Roof Rail seals $59, trunk $19 
66-7 door lock seals GTO tempest Lemans 2dr/conv. $20 
58-70 B/C/E trunk $22 
67-9 Firebird quarter window seals $19, trunk $19, roof rails $49 (conv, available too) 
73-7 Grand Prix Roof rails $59 
78-87 GP/Lemans/Grand Am trunk $20 
69-72 A-body door seals $59 
64-5 A-body door seal $59 
68-72 A-body 4 door rear door seals $59 
73-7 A-body door seals %59 
78-80 Grand Am/GP/Leman door seals $59 
68-9 and 70-81 Firebird door seals $59 
Lots more call for needs. 
Dennis Baker     559 322-8441 
 
FOR SALE: Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail lights, dash, 

grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and miscellaneous trim. 
FOR SALE -> "1967 Mercury Caliente Convertible" 1 of 1539 built} | http://cgi.ebay.com/ebaymotors/Comet-
/300862864149?_trksid=p3984.m1555.l2649&ssPageName=STRK%3AMESELX%3AIT&forcev4exp=true 
Victor Weitzel    559-760-2313. 

 
Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2013 
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