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President’s Message 
Happy Fourth To You All 

 
As we get into July,  I hope everyone has 
a happy 4th, and let’s always keep our 
troops’ safety in our prayers, as we 
celebrate our independence, for freedom, 
and the security of our great nation.  As 
many of you know, I served in our military 
in the early 60s and am very proud to be a 
veteran and take our flag very seriously 
and am hurt if anybody disrespects it. 
 
FYI,  The national flag of the United 
States of America  consists of thirteen 
equal horizontal stripes of red (top and 
bottom) alternating with white, with a 
blue rectangle in the canton (referred to 
specifically as the "union") bearing fifty 
small, white, five-pointed stars arranged 
in nine offset horizontal rows of six stars 
(top and bottom) alternating with rows of 
five stars. The fifty stars on the flag 
represent the 50 states and the 13 
stripes represent the original thirteen 
colonies that rebelled against the British 
monarchy and became the first states in 
the Union Nicknames for the flag include 
the "Stars and Stripes", "Old Glory and 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" (also the 
name of the national anthem).The flag of 
the United States is one of the nation's 
most widely recognized symbols. Within 
the U.S. it is frequently displayed, not 
only on public buildings, but on private 
residences. It is also used as a motif on 
decals for car windows, and clothing 
ornaments such as badges and lapel pins. 
Throughout the world it is used in public 
discourse to refer to the U.S., not only as 

a nation, state, government, and set of 
policies, but also as a set of Ideals Apart 
from the numbers of stars and stripes 
representing the number of current and 
original states, respectively, and the union 
with its stars representing a 
constellation, there is no legally defined 
symbolism to the colors and shapes on the 
flag. 
 
Now I’m going to tell you about an 
incident that happened to me in about 
1959.  I needed transportation to get to a 
job that I had over in Felton CA. So my 
dad helped me buy an old Powell motor 
scooter. For you other motorcycle 
enthusiasts, it was similar to what 
another motorcycle/motor scooter called 
a Mustang looked like. The Powell was 
manufactured by, believe it or not, 
Studebaker. I can’t remember what year 
mine was. They started building them in 
about 1927. However, mine would not run, 
so we got to checking it out and found out 
that the magneto was not working. I 
started checking around by sending 
letters out to find parts for it.  Too bad 
we didn’t have computers then huh! One 
day I received a package in the mail 
containing a new magneto with a note 
saying that it was so old and that it may 
not work and there was no charge for it. 
They were correct; it did not work, so my 
dad installed an automotive coil on the 
bike with a six volt battery on the back 
rack. I started driving it all over the 
Santa Cruz Mountains.  
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One day I was down in Scotts Valley on 
Scotts Valley Drive that used to be 
highway 17 and it quit running.  So I pulled 
off to the side of the road to see what 
was the matter, I had also been 
experiencing some irritation to my 
backside that I would scratch as it kind 
of itched.  I got off the scooter to see 
why it had stopped running. I bent over to 
check it out and cars were passing me and 
blowing their horns. I would look up to see  
if maybe I knew them but I didn’t  and I 
also felt a funny feeling in back of me, a 
cool sensation as the cars went by.  So by 
then I had my gloves off and I reached 
around to feel why I felt the cold air on 
my butt. Wow! All I found there was the 
seam of my Levis! The acid from that 
battery on the rack had been splashing on 
me, and the whole seat of my pants was 
gone, exposing me and that’s what 
everyone was honking their horns at. I 
took my coat off in a flash to wrap around 
me, got the scooter running and headed 
home as fast as I could. GEE! Could I have 
been the one that started the fad? 
“Thong” underwear with only the seam 
covering my butt?  I’ll never know.  Maybe 
one of those people passing me along 
Scotts Valley drive said, “Hey, what an 
idea!”  

    
       The Powell motorcycle 

 
Also, talking of Studebakers, here’s a 
picture of my 1946 M 15A one ton pickup 
that I had for about 10 years.       

Now for some more GTO History -  

The 1969 model did not have the vent 
windows, had a slight grille and taillight 
revision, moved the ignition key from the 
dashboard to the steering column (which 
locked the steering wheel when the key 
was removed, a Federal requirement 
installed one year ahead of schedule), and 
the gauge faces changed from steel blue 
to black. In addition, the rear quarter-
panel mounted side marker lamps changed 
from a red lens shaped like the Pontiac 
"V" crest to one shaped like the broad 
GTO badge. Front outboard headrests 
were made standard equipment on all 

GTOs built after January 1, 1969. 

The previous economy engine and 
standard 350 hp 400 CID V8remained, 
while the 360 hp (270 kW) 400HO was 
upgraded to the Ram Air III, rated at 3 
66 hp (273 kW) at 5,100 rpm. The top 
option was the 370 hp (280 kW) Ram Air 
IV, which featured special header-like 
high-flow Exhaust Manifolds, high-flow 
cylinder heads, a specific high-rise 
aluminum intake manifold, larger 
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Rochester Quadrajet four-barrel 
carburetor, high-lift/long-duration 
camshaft, plus various internal 
components capable of withstanding 
higher engine speeds and power output. 
Unlike the big-block Chevy and Hemi 
motors, the Ram Air IV utilized hydraulic 

lifters. 

By this time, the gross power ratings of 
both Ram Air engines were highly suspect, 
bearing less relationship to developed 
power and more to an internal GM policy 
limiting all cars except the Corvette to no 
more than one advertised horsepower per 
10 lb (4.5 kg) of curb weight. The higher-
revving Ram Air IV's advertised power 
peak was actually listed at 5,000 rpm—
100 rpm lower than the less-powerful Ram 

Air III. 

The Ram Air V was introduced in 1969. It 
was a special 400 block with newly 
designed high compression tunnel port 
heads and a special high rise intake 
manifold. A prototype GTO so equipped 
could go 0-60 mph in 5.2 seconds, and the 
quarter-mile time was 11.5 seconds at 
123 mph (198 km/h). Ram Air Vs were not 
installed in GTOs at the factory; it was 
available only as an "over-the-counter" 
product, and most went to Pontiac racers 

of the time. 

The most significant event of 1969 for 
the GTO was the launch of a new model 
called 'The Judge'. The Judge name came 
from a comedy routine, "Here Comes the 
Judge", used repeatedly on the Rowan & 
Martins Laugh-In TV show. The Judge 
routine, made popular by legendary 

showman Sammy Davis, Jr. was borrowed 
from the act of long-time Burlesque 
entertainer Dewey “Pigmeat” Markham. 
Advertisements used slogans like "All rise 
for The Judge" and "The Judge can be 
bought." As originally conceived, the 
Judge was to be a low-cost GTO, stripped 
of some gimmicks to make it competitive 
with the Plymouth Road Runner. During its 
development, however, it was decided to 
make it the ultimate in street 
performance and image. The resulting 
package ended up being  $332.  more 
expensive than a standard GTO, and 
included the Ram Air III engine, Rally II 
wheels without trim rings, Hurst shifter 
(with a unique T-shaped handle), wider 
tires, various decals, and a rear spoiler. 
Pontiac claimed that the spoiler had some 
functional effect at higher speeds, 
producing a small but measurable Down 
Force, but it was of little value at legal 
speeds except for style. The Judge was 
initially offered only in "Carousel Red," 
but late in the model year a variety of 

other colors became available. 

The GTO was surpassed in sales both by 
the Chevy Chevelle SS 396and the 
Plymouth Roadrunner, but 72,287 were 
sold during the 1969 model year, with 
6,833 of them being The Judge. The 
rarest GTO was the Ram Air IV Judge 
convertible - only five were built. The 
year one catalog dictates that only 4 Ram 
Air IV convertible Judges were built. 

See you at the July meeting. 

Jack Fusari, POCC President 
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Visalia Car show – May 21st,  

My son and I had a great time at the Visalia 
Car show. There were a record number of 
cars, over 270, and the largest crowd I have 
ever seen. The weather was fantastic, and we 
had a great spot.  I met and talked to many 
Pontiac enthusiasts and told them about our 
club. Some of them already knew of us, some, 
from as far away as Bakersfield, were very 
interested in our May show.  

We'll cross our fingers! 

 

 

 

Steve Delgado & son in Visalia

________________________________________________________ 

 

Dinuba Car Show 
The Dinuba car show started by all meeting at 
7am at McDonald's in Fowler.  Club members 
participating were Carl Smith with his 1967 
GTO, Dave Valla with his 1966 GTO, Jack 
Fusari and his grandson in his 1972 GTO, Bill 
and Linda Geers from Oakhust with their 
1955 Olds, and Ron and Marlene Berglund in 
the 1970 Bonneville.  Steve Delgado in a 1967 
Firebird, met us in Dinuba. When we got to 
the show they divided us into categories to be 
judged. The day was very pleasant, and there 
were a lot of beautiful cars and lots of 
vendors.  Elvis showed up in his Cadillac and 
gave everyone a great performance. Our 
Pontiac Club was once again called upon to 
judge the Best of Show, Best Paint, Best 
Interior, etc.  Best of Show was a 1955 Chevy 
convertible. But POCC members grabbed a 
bunch of trophies : Dave took 1st in muscle 
cars; Carl took 3rd in original; Ron took 1st in 
original; and  Bill Geers took 1st in early 
original with his beautiful ’55 Olds Rocket, 
fully restored to original.  He’s not a POCC 
member…yet, but I’m working on him.  We all 
had a very good time.  
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MINUTES OF JUNE 13, 2011 BUSINESS MEETING:    
  

The meeting was called to order by Club 
President, Jack Fusari.  
 
Victor Weitzel introduced his guest, Joelle Lider. 
We also welcomed our new member and 
associate member, Rick Knoernschild and Silvia 
Rodriquez. 
  
The minutes from May 9, 2011 meeting were 
approved. 
  
Treasurer's report was given by Bill Truckell. 
We have 36 paid members and 17 associate 
members.  Bill also gave the break down of 
Income and Expenses from our POCC Central 
Valley Classic Show. 
Someone asked about our By-Laws, Judy Kaspar 
will E- mail a copy to the members. 
  
Newsletter update:  Jack read "notes from 
Barbara", they are traveling and sending 
pictures back to the club. 
  
Webmaster report was given by Brian Massey. 
He thanked Ron and Dennis for the pictures from 
the Dinuba Car Show and the Peoples Church 
Car Show on 11th of June. He received $50 for 
an ad for car insurance from England. 
  
Old Business: 

Discussion was held on donating money 
from our Show to charity. Sam Fisher made 
a motion that we donate $1000 to Madera Big 
Brothers Program, the motion was seconded by 
Dennis and carried.  
  

New Business: 
Much discussion was held on our Christmas 
Party in December. Brian Massey brought 
information about having it at the Ranchos Café. 
The price would be $21.22 per plate, including 
tax and gratuity.  It would be a catered sit down 
dinner at the restaurant which would be closed 
to the public.  It would be either the 3rd or 10th 

of December.  Discussion was held on the club 
and members splitting the cost, also if alcohol 
would be allowed. 
More discussion at future meeting.  No motions 
were passed. 
  
Past Activities: 
Steve Delgado reported on the Visalia Main St 
down town show, they had a huge crowd and 
270+ cars. 
Bill Richards said they had a good time at the 
Sierra View Elementary Annual Car Show. 
The last meeting at Chubby's was rainy and 
seven cars showed.  It is the 2nd Saturday of 
every month at the Gettysburg Chubby's.  Ron 
and Marlene reported on the Northside Church 
fun in the sun Show. Andy Hoff and Dennis 
Simonson reported on the People's Church, there 
were 220+ cars and had great weather. 
  

Future Activities: 
June 18th Fresno Chile Festival , they only need 
50 cars, '72 or older. 9:00 Fulton Mall 
Coarsegold Classic Car Show 
Ladies Luncheon in June 
4th July Pot Luck in the Park.  Carl Smith will 
check in getting a place at Kearney Park and 
will E-mail us the information. Darroll Walter 
made a motion that we allow up to $200. for 
funds for the picnic, The motion was seconded by 
Dennis and carried.  Bring your classics, family 
and have a good time.  From 9:00- 4:00. 
July 3rd is the Malaga Fun in the Sun Show. 
July 11th Club meeting 
  
Attendance Drawing was won by Jack Fusari in 
the amount of $20.00 
Our next meeting will be July 11, 2011 at 
Yosemite Falls. 
  
Respectfully, 
Paula Yost 
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers, 2011 
President   Jack Fusari   559-645-1390          jackfusari@sbcglobal.net  
Vice President  Sam Fisher           559-664-9431   fisher_s@unwiredbb.com 
Secretary   Paula Yost              559-431-1564  yostpaula@aol.com 
Treasurer   Bill Truckell           559-224-3449  billtruckell@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter   Barbara Senior       559-683-2730      barbara_nichols@yahoo.com 
Activities   Carl Smith   559- 834-4933  goriilaspad@webtv.com 
Webmaster   Brian Massey        559-645-8018   bjmassey2@gmail.com 

General Membership meeting is held on 2nd Monday of the month  
Yosemite Falls Café, Ashlan & 99 at 7PM.  Interested visitors are welcome.  

 

 

FOR SALE   

Delta 10” Motorized Miter Box Saw in excellent shape, has a freshly sharpened 60 tooth 
blade, is 120V AC, turns 5500 RPM and draws 13.0 Amps under full load.  Selling because I 
have two miter saws and can only hoard one.    Denis Simonson  559-299-8910.  

           
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail 
lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and 
miscellaneous trim.  Call Victor Weitzel at 559-760-2313.   
Weather Stripping, Seat Covers, Headliners, Sun visors, Seat belts and Carpets for most 

makes and models.  Call Dennis Baker, 559-322-8441.  

1990 Pontiac Firebird, Red with tan interior, V-6 power, auto, fully loaded, 145k miles. 
Well maintained, owned by nurse in Watsonville. $3500, obo.  831-771-9512 . . 
1977 snowflake wheels, 2ea, aluminum, needing some repair, $75 for both. Call Curt below.  
Body parts, new & used, for a 56 Chevy 2dr, including a rebuilt front seat 

          call Curt at 559-292-3771  0r inspectorcurt@sbcglobal.net 

 

 


