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Minutes of June 14,
2010 Meeting

President’s Message
Where Did All The Speedways Go?
As I have mentioned in previous president’s
messages, I have been a lifelong motorsports
fan. In my youth, our family rarely missed a
race at Kearney Bowl in southwest Fresno, or
Clovis Speedway which was at the Clovis
Rodeo Grounds. We occasionally attended
races in San Jose, Sacramento, and other
cities. Sadly, not a single race track exists any
longer in Fresno County. This month I would
like to share with you a bit of the rich racing
history of our area. A few POCC members who
are native to this area may recall some of what
you are about to read.
Kearney Bowl, located on Kearney Boulevard
across from Chandler Airport, was a quarter
mile paved speedway. The track originally had
a dirt surface and was known as the Airport
Speedway. In the nineteen fifties and sixties,
the super modifieds raced every Friday night
as part of a NASCAR circuit that also consisted
of San Jose Speedway on Saturday nights and
Clovis Speedway on Sunday nights. The king
of the circuit in this era was Al Pombo. Al was
a nine time track champion at Kearney Bowl.
He also won five track championships at San
Jose, and six at Clovis as well as seven state
championships.
Kearney Bowl was the venue for many midget
car races also. Bill Vukovich and Johnny Boyd
were two local drivers that began their racing
careers in midgets at Kearney Bowl, and later
went on to compete at the Indianapolis 500.
Indy 500 competitors Bill Vukovich Junior and
George Snider also began racing at Kearney
Bowl. The last race at Kearney Bowl was held
September 18, 1970. Shortly thereafter the
facility was leveled to make way for a Fresno
redevelopment agency housing project.
Clovis Speedway was a half mile dirt (clay)
track at the Clovis Rodeo Grounds. Racing
began at Clovis around 1960. In addition to
the super modifieds, Clovis Speedway hosted
Continued page 3........

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 by
our Club President, Dave Valla.
Dave, introducted our guest, Tom Licouris
and his son Nick
Minutes were approved from our May 10, 2010
meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Bill Truckell reports that
we have 43 members and 16 associates.
Newsletter Update” Sam Fisher will be doing
the newsletter for the summer while Barbara
is in Alaska. Dennis said he had some nice
pictures and an article to send. Send articles
and
any
news
information
to
fisher_s@unwiredbb.com
No Webmaster report as Brian Massey was
not present.
Old Business;
We will present a check to Wish Upon a Star
at our July meeting. Dave Valla will check
with Brian to see if Judy Mueller and Wish
Upon A Star have been contacted.
Carl Smith brought up having merchant’s
awards like they had at the Dinuba Car Show
for the Toys for Tots. It was discussed and
decided the show already runs perfect and our
Madera Car Show is successful. It was tabled
for further discussion.
Past Activities
Club night at Fat Jacks in Clovis
Fresno Dragways Reunion Dennis Baker said
it was dusty, windy and lots of people.
Ladies Luncheon at the Joy Luck Restaurant
in Fresno.
Belmont Concours de’ Eleganza. We have
three members who received awards, Sam
Fisher, Dave Valla, and Ron Berglund.
Ren Hallett thanks the club from Armando
Lozano for our turn out.
Continued page 3........
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Minutes continued........

President’s Message continued........

Dinuba Car Show Carl Smith reported that it
was a good show

the NASCAR Winston West Series, sprint cars,
and motorcycles. My favorite races at Clovis
were the “open completion” races usually held
at the end of the racing season. In these 100
lap races there were no rules as to engine size,
carburetion, or chassis type. The last race at
Clovis Speedway was held in 1976.
Complaints to the City of Clovis about noise
and plans for improvements to the rodeo
grounds by the Clovis Rodeo Association led
to the tracks demise.

Club night at Chubby’s
Future Activities.
June 19 Pursell Birthday Bash at the Nation
Guard Armory in Madera we have twelve cars
going, it is a 50’s theme.
June 26 trip to Lawson Motorsports. To see
his private Collection. Meet at Costco on West
Shaw at 9:30 Look for Keith Watts’s Nomad.
After wards they are going to lunch at Yukon
Jacks at Herndon and 99.
June 30, Ladies Luncheon. It will be Janet
Massey and Tina Valla’s Birthdays.
July 2 Club night at Fat Jacks 6:00
July 10 Club night at Chubby’s
August 6 Club night at Fat Jacks
August 14 Club night at Chubby’s
August 21 Hot August Daze, Corner of
Woodworth and Bullard. Registration begins
at 8:00 A.M.
Bill Truckell reports there are still rooms for
our Cayucos trip. Call 1-800-750-2133 to
make reservations.
Dennis Baker reported that he has the Indian
Head trophy to present to Don Bonander
Ron Hallett gave us a narration of a cute joke.
It is way to long to print, Something about
Odgen Nash and Robert Browning, the poets.
The Cruise night at the River View Shopping
Center has shut down.
Attendance drawing was held by Bill Truckell,
The winners were Sam & Elaine Fisher.
Congratulations on your thirty dollars.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45. The next meeting
will be July 12th at Yosemite Falls Restaurant.
Respectfully

Fresno County also had a drag strip. Fresno
Dragways was located on Manning Avenue
near the rural Fresno County community of
Raisin City. Unfortunately I can’t write much
about this facility because I can only recall
going there one time. We were circle track
fans. I do know that the pavement that
comprised the track still exists as a private
airstrip.
Will there ever be another race track in Fresno
County? Probably not. I’m not so sure
building a small track for local racers would
make financial sense these days. Even if did,
it is almost impossible to get plans for a race
track approved by the local bureaucracy. And
if they ever are approved, you can count on a
lawsuit being filed by the environmentalists
and their attorneys. Just ask Jerry Turner.
After several years of frustration, his plans
for an oval track near Malaga were approved
by Fresno County. Thanks to the
environmentalists and their lawyers, the track
was never built.
I hope to see all of you at the July meeting.
Dave Valla
2010 President, P.O.C.C.
NOTE: See page 7 for some great pictures of
local area racing, drivers and cars.

Paula Yost, Secretary
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On Saturday, June 12, the gang initially
met in Fowler at 7:00 am to rally up and then
caravan down to Dinuba for the annual
Dinuba Car Show. Ron and Marlene Berglund,
Joel and Judy Garrett, Carl Smith, Bill and
Cheryl Richards, Keith and Ellie Watts, new
member Steve Delgado as well as Gayle and
Arlen Weibert in a 1932 Red pickup all
attended the show. At the awards ceremony
Steve, Carl and the Weiberts were all honored
to find they had won merchants awards. It
was a super day weather wise and all in all a
very nice car show.
PS: It was also Joel’s 50th (+++ something or
another) birthday.
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On June 19, approximately 15 POCC members
helped Claude Carter celebrate his 60 th
Birthday. We, along with a few other car
enthusiast, supplied the cars and Claude’s
family supplied the fun!! Fourteen classic cars showed up and surprised Claude at his birthday
bash. The evening started with Carl Smith picking Claude and his wife up in Chowchilla in
Carl’s ’67 GTO. Carl even let Claude drive his GTO from Chowchilla to the Madera National
Guard Armory where the party was held. Claude drove up in style and when
he arrived he was pretty shocked to see a “mini car show” just for him. Everyone
was treated to a delicious Mexican dinner with all the
trimmings and a surprise guest. That’s right, Jeremy “Elvis”
Pierce was in the house and entertained the guests at the
party with a fantastic show. Elvis even took pictures with
POCC members and their cars. Elvis also revealed at his
show that the next day he was one his way to Denver, CO,
to pick up a Cadillac that was formerly owned by “The
King” himself, a 1969 Cadillac that Elvis gave to one of his friends. After
sitting for many years in storage the car was put up for sale and our
Elvis was able to buy it and is now going to be the
proud new owner. Of course we all told him that
he HAS to bring this Caddy to our car show in the
spring so we can all enjoy the car. He told us he
would love to, so hopefully next spring we will be
treated to a beautiful new addition to our show.
The evening ended with everyone. led by Elvis,
singing Happy Birthday to Claude. We made many new friends
and had a great time. And just in keeping
with the club’s tradition, Carl had a little
car trouble with his daughter’s Camaro,
so of course all of the guys had to “help”
Carl fix the car, we soon had him back on
all four tires and ready to go!!
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Eight cars from the club showed up for this year’s Belmont Country
Club’s Concourse d’Eleganza’s tribute to Pontiacs. This year there were
105 cars and motorcycles on the show field, this was down somewhat
from the 136 registered entries last year. Carl Smith, Jack Fusari,
Dennis Baker, Dennis Simonson, Don Senior, Sam Fisher, Ron Berglund
and Club President Dave Valla all made the trek to either brave the
judging or just to show off their great cars. Jim Wangers was
also in attendance to tell one and all a bit (or a lot depending
on how much time you had) of Pontiac history.
To further help the cause three of our club members, Ron,
Dennis and Dennis, volunteered and braved the heat, in jackets
and ties, to help out by judging the exotics. These were basically
brand new cars, but O’ what cars; a couple of Lamborghini
Gallardos, a ZR1 Corvette, a Ferrari F430 Spider and a Jaguar
XKR Coupe made up the bulk of the judging field. From what
we heard it came down to which car had the fewest specks of
dust on or in it in order to pick the winners.
As far as our group went Dave, Sam and Ron took home trophies
but all were winners just for bringing their cars out and showing
everyone what still makes the older Pontiacs “The Great Ones”.

A couple of young guys get
together and swap car stories at
the Concourse.

This is going above and beyond
when it comes to prepping the
car for a show.
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Thanks Don
The club honored Don Bonander, owner
of Vintage, with a small memento of
thanks for his never ending support of
our club and annual Madera car show.
Ron and Dennis journeyed to Madera
and presented Don with a Pontiac Indian
Head trophy, that is actually modeled
after a 1930s era Pontiac hood
ornament.
Again we can’t even begin to thank or
repay Don and Wendy for all that they
do for our club.

Dave’s Race Day
Photos

Al Pombo and his #3 car
Al Pombo in the T-Bomb. Check out
the left front wheel.

The race tracks may be gone but
some of the grand ole cars that
drove on those tracks are still
around. Seen above is Herman
Hutton’s old ride as seen at the
2010 Belmont Concourse. If only
these old cars could talk!!!!!!

Marshall Sargent and his car.
Mark Ward and his Chrysler Hemi
powered car.
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For Sale

Upcoming Events
(POCC Club events are in bold).
POCC monthly meetings are held at the
Yosemite Falls Cafe, Highway 99 and
Ashlan. Meetings start at 7:00 pm.

July
2nd: Friday Night Cruise: Meet at Fat
Jack’s in Clovis for dinner and some tire
kickin’ at 6:00PM.
10th: Chubby’s Cruise: 5:30pm Meet at
the Chubby’s at First and Gettysburg. We
will gather here on the second Saturday for
the season.
12th: General Membership Meeting;
Yosemite Falls Café, located at 4278 West
Ashlan Ave in Fresno.

Tempest, GTO & LeMans 1964 to 1967
parts. Left & right fenders, some trim, lenses
and miscellaneous parts. Call Andy Hoff at
(559) 298-4527 for complete list and prices.
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts .
Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.
Hood, tail lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs
and console. Also a 66 GTO rear bumper
and miscellaneous trim. Call Victor Weitzel
at (559) 760-2313.

August
6th: Friday Night Cruise: Meet at Fat
Jack’s in Clovis for dinner and some tire
kickin’ at 6:00PM.

Weather striping, seat covers, head liners,
sun visors, seat belts and carpets for most
makes and models. Call Dennis Baker, (559)
322-8441.

9th: General Membership Meeting;
Yosemite Falls Café, located at 4278 West
Ashlan Ave in Fresno.
14th: Chubby’s Cruise: 5:30pm Meet at
the Chubby’s at First and Gettysburg. We
will gather here on the second Saturday for
the season.

September
3rd: Friday Night Cruise: Meet at Fat
Jack’s in Clovis for dinner and some tire
kickin’ at 6:00PM.
11th: Chubby’s Cruise: 5:30pm Meet at
the Chubby’s at First and Gettysburg. We
will gather here on the second Saturday for
the season.
13th: General Membership Meeting;
Yosemite Falls Café, located at 4278 West
Ashlan Ave in Fresno.

1965 Lemans front end complete with
bumper. Some surface rust because of old
thin paint. There is no other rust, it is solid
and straight, Great Calif Parts. Can be a GTO
with hood change. I would like to trade for
a 71/72 Endura front end, hood, head lights
ect. for my Lemans Sport conv. Pictures on
request via e-mail. Contact Dan @ 559-9081450

We’re in the NE corner of British Columbia,
finally driving on the official Alaska Highway,
that starts in Dawson Creek.. We’ve gone
about 1800 miles, and gas is now $4.57 a
gallon. Luckily they sell it by the liter, so it
doesn’t seem so shocking....until we get the
credit card receipt. But, then, we knew this
ahead of time... somehow reality is different
from the concept. Luckily our US $ is about
the same as the Canadian $, otherwise it
would be even worse. Having a great time been gone two weeks so far. We should be at
the Alaska border in another week.
Barbara & Don
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First is a 2006 Pontiac
Grand Prix GXP. It
has 52,000 miles.
This GXP edition is a
head turner. The car
was sold new from our
dealership and is a
one owner. You really
need to see this car to appreciate it. From
the red powder coated disc brake calipers and
cross drilled brake rotors to the rear doors
that opens a full 90degrees so you can
actually get stuff in
and out this is just a
really nice car. The
GXP edition also comes
with
the
5.7L
displacement
on
demand v8 engine
which has way more
horsepower than you would ever need. Yet
at the same time when just cruising down
the freeway the computer shuts down
cylinders so you run in 4 cylinder mode
saving gas. The
wheels
are
awesome forged
aluminum made
by Alcoa. The
tread is like new
and
very
aggressive sport
tread pattern. The seats are black leather
with suede inserts to hold you in. They are
also power and heated. There is a heads up
display that gives speed and other data that
appears as a hologram out side the
windshield. The rear seats fold flat as does
the passenger seat giving this car tons of
storage room. It has a sunroof, cd changer,
data center, thumb paddle sport shifters so

you can shift like a manual transmission if
you want with the tap of your thumb. It has
the upgraded Monsoon speaker system as
well. I can’t say enough about it, you should
really test drive it to feel the power and
handling.
Next is a 2008 Pontiac G8 GT, it has 15,000
miles and is still
under
factory
warranty as well as
being a one owner.
It has the 6.0L V8
engine, power seats,
CD changer, Two
tone
red/black
interior, sport shift
transmission, remote start, dual climate zone
AC, etc.

Then our Last
new Pontiac we
will ever sell.
It’s a 2009
Pontiac G6 GT
coupe. It has
the sun and
sound package
that
comes
with the sunroof, cd changer, aux jack
and 17" chrome wheels.
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Pontiacs of Central California
Officers
Pontiacs of
Central California (POCC)
is a club for owners and lovers of
Pontiacs. The club members range from
young guys and gals to old guys, who own
all types of Pontiacs from the Muscle to the
Luxury cars. A few members don’t even own
Pontiacs, they simply like them. Club dues
are $24 per calendar year or $2.00 per month
for the remainder of any calendar year.
Members must also join the Pontiac/Oakland
Club International (POCI). POCI dues are
$31 per year and includes a subscription to
the POCI monthly magazine - “Smoke
Signals”. The magazine alone is worth the
$31. It’s full of interesting Pontiac stories,
tips on doing Pontiac things, as well as free
advertising for members. Since this magazine
goes out world wide, it is a great place to find
parts or that special Pontiac you have been
searching for.

President

Dave Valla
292-9441
dagodavesgto@sbcglobal.net

Vice Pres.

Sam Fisher
664-9431
fisher_s@unwiredbb.com

Secretary

Paula Yost
431-1564
yostpaula@aol.com

Treasurer

Bill Truckell
226-4049
billtruckell@sbcglobal.net

Activities

Joel Garrett
765-4865
calbug61@aol.com
Barbara Senior
683-2730
barbara_nicholas@yahoo.com

Newsletter
Webmaster

Brian Massey
645-8018
bjmassey2@gmail.com
(All area codes are 559-)

Club meetings are held the second Monday
of each month at the Yosemite Falls Cafe,
Highway 99 and Ashlan Ave in Fresno, CA.
Meetings starts at 7:00 pm.
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