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President’s Message  
Hello Everyone, 
I had mentioned last month that I have 
owned five 1967 GTO’s in my lifetime. 
Some of you may have wondered what has 
happened to all those GTO’s. (or maybe 
not), but I am going to tell you anyway. My 
very first GTO was the red and white one 
I had bought when I had first returned 
from Viet Nam, so I will tell you what 
became of it.  
It was on a Saturday in 1969, and it was 
August 22nd my birthday. I was stationed 
in San Clemente Ca. I was still doing some 
military time. My mother was living in Long 
Beach Ca. She decided to have a birthday 
party for me at her house. She invited 
some friends and family. So my wife and I 
got up early Saturday morning and headed 
for Long Beach. It was a beautiful 
morning. Not much traffic, so my wife and 
I were enjoying the scenery and 
somewhat daydreaming. As we turned our 
heads back to the road, it was too late. 
Traffic ahead had stopped for some dogs 
who had wandered onto the freeway . I 
slammed into a pickup truck in front of 
me. I turned him over onto his side and 
through 40 ft of center divider fencing. I 
came off of him and hit another vehicle to 
the right. I was not having a good day. But 
a miracle did happen that day. My wife 
and I had a newborn baby who was about 
3 months old with us. She was holding the 
baby in a strapped lap carrier. In those 
days it was not a law to have to wear seat 
belts, so of course, we were not wearing 
the belts. The baby flew from her lap and 
wedged between the dash and the console 
and never received even a scratch. My 

wife slammed into the window and even 
though she had many cuts and bruises, 
she just kept screamming “ my baby” , “my 
baby”. After I had come to my senses a 
bit, I found the baby who was unharmed 
and finally calmed my wife down. We were 
transported to the hospital, and luckly no 
one had been seriously injured. Also, all 
the others who I had involved in the 
accident were not seriously hurt. But, 
needless to say, that was the end of my 
beloved GTO. 
 ……..To be continued……. 
Thanks for listening, 
Carl Smith 2009 President 

CENTRAL VALLEY Car Show  

 Our next project is the Central Valley 
Classic Car Show at Madera County 
Courthouse Park on April 25th open to all 
GM makes, except Chevrolet.  A kick-off 
Bar-B-Que the evening of the 24th is 
included. The following folks will 
coordinate the referenced areas:  
   Bill Richards - Event Chairman 
   Sam Fisher—Field Layout and Parking  
   Ken Mueller—Registration 
   Bill Truckell—Finance 
   Dennis Baker—Awards and Judging 
   Brian Massey—Permits, Special Guests                              
  and Sponsor Coordination   
   Dave Valla—Raffle 
   Dennis Schwarz—BBQ coordinator 
As always, for a successful show, we need 
all members to promote the donation of 
raffle prizes, recruit other cars to 
participate, and suggest other promotions 
that could increase show proceeds.  We’re 
looking forward to a good turnout! 
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Club Calendar 
March 

25th - Ladies Lunch Club, Macaroni Grill 
28th – Galvan Classic Car Show in Fresno 

April 

11th – Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean Ford  
13th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
18th – Kingsburg Car Show 
24-25 – Central Valley Classic Car Show  
29th- Ladies Lunch Club  

May 

2nd - Cruise to Railtown in Jamestown, CA 
9th  - Shriner Car Show, Sierra Vista Mall  
11th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
27th – Ladies Lunch Club 
June 

4th –  New Wrinkles, starring Berglunds 
8th -  Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
13th - Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean Ford 
21st  - Father's Day Car Show 
24th – Ladies Lunch Club 
July 

11th - Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean Ford 
13th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
18th – Aaron Davlin’s Church’s show 

August 

8th - Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean Ford 
10th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
26th – Ladies Lunch Club 
28-29 – Club Caravan to Solvang car show 

September 

12th - Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean ford 
14th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 

October  

3-4 – Trip to Cayucos 
10th - Club night at Chubby’s w/Sean Ford 
14th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 
November  

7th – Tots for Tots Show 
9th - Club Meeting, Yosemite Falls Café 

ACTIVITIES REPORT  
 

March 28th is Galvan Car Show. 7:45am 

@Denny’s, Jensen & 99, Carl Smith leads.  

Sean Ford’s monthly cruise at Chubby’s 
starts Saturday April 11th.  POCC sponsors 
April cruise to promote our Madera show.       
April 18th we’ll caravan to the Kingsburg 
car show.  Charlie Vaughn coordinates.   
Our next club show, the Central Valley 
Classic in Madera, is April 25th.  Don’t miss 
the kickoff BBQ on Friday, the 24th. 
May 2nd is a Club caravan to Railtown in 
Jamestown.  We’ll park on the grass in the 
shade and ride the steam train. Bring a 
picnic lunch.  Curt Gunderson leads.    
May 9th is the Shriner’s Car Show at the 
Sierra Vista Mall in Clovis. Joel Garrett is 
in charge.  
Thursday, June 4th is a group outing to 
see “New Wrinkles” starring our very own 
Ron and Marlene Berglund.   
June 21 - 4th Annual Father's Day Car 
Show at Valley Christian Center.  
July 18th is a group caravan to a show at 
Aaron Davlin’s church.   
August 28-29 - Club Caravan to Solvang 
car show.  Best Western in Buellton. 
 October 3rd-4th is our annual trip to 
Cayucos for fun and games, dinner and 
Sunday breakfast at Bill and Judy's. Make 
reservations at San Simeon Lodge. Please 
make your reservation ASAP since we 
must guarantee 10 rooms to get the group 
rate of $70 per night plus tax.  Let them 
know you're with the Pontiac club.  
November 7th is our Toys 4 Tots show. 
At monthly meetings, the Judys will give 
updates on past and upcoming events.           
    From  The Judys 
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Royal Pontiac Bobcat GTOs that Beat ‘em All! 

Royal Pontiac of Royal Oak, Michigan was the epicenter of Pontiac performance beginning in the late 1950s.   
Pontiac filtered their performance parts through the Royal dealership, located north of Detroit about 6 
miles from the General Motors Technical Center, and Royal became the designated tuner of magazine test 
cars to insure positive results in test reviews.  Jim Wangers, looking for dealers to join the factory-backed 
Super Duty program, found an enthusiastic partner in Royal Pontiac’s owner, Ace Wilson, Jr.  After Wangers 
won the 1960 NHRA Top Stock Eliminator championship with a Royal-sponsored car, the performance 
business took off. A series of Royal-sponsored SD racers invaded the popular stock classes.  
 
Below is a rare 1968 Royal Bobcat car with very unique paint and gold-colored Hurst wheels.  It did have the 
Ram-Air IV engine, and was sold as a 1968 1/2 GTO to Howard Anderson, age 21, who paid $4,200 for it in 
July, 1968. He says: "When the salesman handed me the keys, he gave me this picture, taken at the Detroit 
Auto Show. You have one of a kind."  The car was never duplicated in those same colors. There were 3,400 
miles on the car when he bought it, and he was told that it was driven by Jim Wangers as his personal car.  
Verified later by Jim Wangers, “Yes, there was a White '68 Royal Bobcat trimmed with Gold  Stripes very 
similar to the '69 Crystal Turquoise and White car that got so much press.  I used it as a personal driver, 
until a sharp Royal Pontiac salesman sold it out from under me.” 
 

         

 
Royal Pontiac mechanics told Howard that the car was what they called "BobCatted" and that included cc'd 
heads, thinner head gaskets, Isky springs and retainers, really solid lifters.  The cam was standard Ram Air 4 
with a nice rumble, but it didn't shake the car and sounded good. The Ram Air IV engine it came with was a 
prototype and only 500 were made. Also the carb was rejetted and a Sun Distributor was on it.  At his 
request, Royal Pontiac took out the 4.33:1 gears and put in 3.90:1.  
 
Howard says he raced the car at New England Dragway to see what et. 1/4 mile it would turn, and it came 
through the traps with the following times:  12.67 seconds at 122mph, 12.78 seconds at 115mph and 12.90 
seconds at 108mph. There was "NOT" another GTO, 442, Chevelle SS396 or 427, Corvettes with those 
engines, Mustangs 428's or 429's, 440 six packs that could keep up. He raced three different ones, four 
426 Hemi Cudas, and only one other Ram Air GTO came close to beating him.  The Royal car always won by 
several car lengths. That GTO would hookup like no other, coming off the line.   
 
This success translated to increased over-the-counter parts sales and the introduction of the Bobcat tuning 
kit. Specially developed to wring maximum power from the Pontiac V8s, the kit included extra-thin head 
gaskets, a distributor advance curve kit, progressive linkage for the Tri-Power carb setup, intake heat riser 
blocks, richer carb jetting and positive-locking rocker hold-down nuts for more accurate valve adjustments. 
The conversion took about five hours and resulted in notable performance gains. Some dealer-equipped cars 
wore special Bobcat badges and paint treatment, but most early cars were sleepers.  
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Minutes of the March 9th Meeting 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm sharp by 2009 
club president Carl Smith. Carl informed us that POCC 
member, Tony Crump, is undergoing cancer treatment. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Tony and his family.  
 
 Guests: No guests were present at tonight’s meeting. 
  Minutes: The minutes from the February meeting were 
approved as written. 
  Treasurer’s Report: Bill Truckell reports that the club 
currently has 37 members and 14 associate members that 
have paid their 2009 club dues.  
  News Letter Editor’s Report: News letter editor, Barbara 
Senior, was not present at tonight’s meeting. If any 
members would like to submit articles ,please do so.  

Webmaster’s Report: Webmaster, Brian Massey, 
reported that the upcoming events schedule and roster of 
current officers has been updated on the website. If any 
members would like to submit any stories, photos, etc; 
Brian will gladly post them on the website. 
  Old Business:There was no old business to discuss. 
  New Business: Five, ten, and fifteen year pins were given 

Five Years: Paula Yost, Dennis Baker, Ken Mueller, Bill 
Richards, Dennis Schwarz, Carl Smith. 
Ten Years: Sam Fisher, Andy Hoff, Janet Massey, Dave 
Valla 
Fifteen Years: Ron Berglund, Joel Garrett, Sam Troncoso, 
Bill Truckell 
My apologies if I left anyone out. 
 
Judy Kasper is putting together a digital archive of old 
club newsletters and photos of past events. Because all of 
this information is taking up a large amount of computer 
memory, Judy requested that the club purchase an external 
computer hard drive. Sam Fisher made a motion to spend 
up $250 of club funds to make the purchase. The motion 
was voted on and passed. 
  Past Activities: 
February 14th Valentines Mystery Cruise: After several 
days of rainy weather, about fifteen cars cruised the valley 
and hills east of town on a nice winter day. The mystery 
lunch spot was the home of Joel & Judy Garrett. Thanks to 
the Garrett’s and Andy Hoff for planning this outing. 
   
February 25th Ladies Lunch Club: The POCC ladies lunch 
club dined at Mimi’s Café in River Park. 
 
February 28th Mendiola’s Classic car Show: Several club 
members attended this show in Fresno in the shopping 
center parking lot at Barstow & First Streets. 
 
March 7th Cruise to Casa de Fruita: About a dozen classic 
Pontiacs took a scenic cruise through western Fresno 
County in route to the Casa de Fruita restaurant and park 
in the Coast Range along Highway 152. We were joined 
there by about 15 to 20 GTO’s from the Golden Gate 
Goats for an afternoon of dining and tire kicking. Thanks 
to Judy Kasper for planning a fun cruise. 

  Future Activities:  
Judy Garrett and Judy Kasper, the activities co 
chairpersons for 2009, provided an updated activities list.. 
 
March 25th: Ladies lunch club will meet at the Macaroni 
Grill in River Park at 11:00am. 
 
March 28th: Galvan’s Classic car Show. Meet at Denny’s 
at Jensen & SH 99 @ 7:45am. Carl Smith is in charge. 
 
April11th: Club night at Cubby’s: POCC is sponsoring the 
show and promoting our car show in Madera on April 25th. 
 
April 18th:  Club cruise to the Kingsburg car show. We will 
meet at the Starbucks in Fowler at Merced & SH 99. 
 
April 24th: Central Valley Classic Eve barbeque at Don 
Bonander’s Vintage Pontiac/GMC in Madera. 
 
April25th: Central Valley Classic Car Show in Madera. 
Ken Mueller (registration chairman) 12 entrants thus far. 
Wish Upon a Star will be there to accept our donation 
from proceeds of the Bass Lake show held last fall.. They 
will also be selling tickets for the raffle of a  motorcycle.                   
 
April 29th:  Ladies lunch club. Location TBA. 
 
May 2nd: Club caravan to Railtown in Jamestown, CA. 
Curt Gunderson is heading this up. Details TBA. 
 
May9th: Shriners Car Show at the Sierra Vista Mall in 
Clovis. Joel Garrett will be in charge. Details TBA. 
  
June 4th: The Berglunds are in the play “Wrinkles” at 
Fresno City College. The club is going to attend the play. 
Contact Judy Kasper by March 17th to order tickets. 
 
June 21th: Club caravan to the Valley Christian Center 
Car Show. Details TBA.  
 
Other car shows mentioned at tonight’s meeting were: 
The Tower district car show on April 11th.  
The Clovis Motorsports Jamboree on May 1st & 2nd.  
The Belmont Concours d’Eleganza on June 7th. This event 
was listed as a club event, but after some discussion 
regarding the high cost to enter a vehicle (and passengers) 
into the car corral, it was decided to not make this an 
official club activity. 
 
As there was no further business to be discussed, the 
attendance drawing was conducted by Bill Truckell. The 
winner of the $30 prize was Dave Wolin. 
Since he was not present, the lucky winner at the next 
meeting will receive $40, if they are in attendance. 
 
Since there was no further club business to discuss, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully, 
David Valla 
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Casa de Fruita Cruise - March 7 
 

About a dozen classic Pontiacs took a scenic cruise through western Fresno County in route 
to the Casa de Fruita restaurant and park in the Coast Range along Highway 152. We were 
joined there by about 15 to 20 GTO’s from the Golden Gate Goats for an afternoon of 
dining and tire kicking. A good time was had by all!  The Goats want to do it again!  Thanks 
to Judy Kasper for planning a fun cruise. 
 

          
 

 
 

FOR SALE 
1965 Lemans front end complete with bumper.  Some surface rust because of old thin 
paint.  There is no other rust; it is solid and straight.  Great Calif Parts.  Can be a GTO 
with hood change.  I would like to trade for a 71/72 Endura front end, hood, head lights, 
etc for my Lemans Sport convertible.  Pictures via email.  Contact Dan @ 559-908-1450.   
Tempest, GTO & Lemans 1964 to 1967 parts.  Left and right fenders, some trim, lenses 
and miscellaneous parts.  Call Andy Hoff at 559-298-4527 for complete list and prices.   
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts.  Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.  Hood, tail 
lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs and console.  Also, a 66 GTO rear bumper and 
miscellaneous trim.  Call Victor Weitzel at 559-760-2313.   
Weather Stripping, Seat Covers, Headliners, Sun visors, Seat belts and Carpets for most 

makes and models.  Call Dennis Baker, 559-322-8441.  
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Pontiacs of Central California Officers  2009 

President   Carl Smith              559-834-4933  gorillaspad@webtv.net   

Vice President  Bill Richards           559-431-8742  bgrichards@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary   Dave Valla              559-292-9441 dagodavesgto@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer   Bill Truckell           559-226-4049 billtruckell@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter   Barbara Senior       559-683-2730 barbara_nichols@yahoo.com 

Activities   Judy Kaspar & 559-277-1115 judykaspar@sbcglobal.net   

   Judy Garrett 559- 765-4865 calbug61@aol.com      

Webmaster  Brian Massey 559-645-8018 bjmassey2@gmail.com 

 


