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President’s Message
Some of you may know that I am in the
process of moving. As I was going through
stuff to pack I came across some old
photographs. Many showed various cars I
have owned throughout my life. I used to tell
the joke that I should/would have taken
pictures of all the cars I have owned but
couldn’t afford the film.(Pre-digital cameras).
I am going to attempt to list some of the cars
I have owned for your enjoyment (?) and to
test my memory. These are mostly cars I
bought for my own use. Later on I used to
“play” with cars to fix up and sell, but there is
no way for me to remember and list those.
1972 (I was 15 years old)
1. 1965 VW Bug (just drove it up and down
the street)
2. 1965 Chevy Impala (actually took it to the
drags driving it with only a drivers permit)

1973 (16 years old with Drivers License)
3. 1969 Road Runner
4.1966 Chevy Impala Convert 4-speed 396
5.1966 VW Squareback
1974-1975
6.
7.
8.
9.

1969
1964
1969
1974

Joel

GTO
Corvette
Hurst Olds
Pinto V8 4-speed Conversion

Last Year As
Newsletter editor

1976-1978
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

As you read this the October meeting is just
a few days away. That means we will be
nominating members for club officer positions
for 2009 . As your current President, I am
asked many times during each month for my
opinion on various aspects of our club’s well
being. At first I felt that maybe my opinion
should not carry any more weight than any
other member‘s, but as I thought about it, I
realized I was elected by a unanimous vote to
serve as your President. I am hoping that
means that you all have faith in my ability to
steer the club the way we would all like it to
be going. Or maybe after asking just about
everyone else, I was the only member who
agreed to take the job. I hope it was NOT the
latter. The reason I bring this up is I think we
should all consider the future of our club,
and the future club officers and make sure
we are choosing people we think can run the
club as we feel it should be run. In addition,
if you feel strongly on what you would like to
see for the future of our club, consider
stepping up and becoming the club President
or another club officer. We all have the same
purpose, to keep/make Pontiacs of Central
California the best car club it can be.

1976
1968
1967
1969
1968

Pinto Station Wagon (bought new)
Olds 442 Conv
VW Bug
Road Runner
VW Bug

Think about signing up as the new news letter
editor as this will be the last year I am
volunteering for the job. I have been doing it
for what seems like forever, even though it
has only been six or seven years (or maybe
longer). Moving into the new home with 18
acres, three head of cattle and fences to watch
over and repair has proved to be more work

Continued page 3........
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A Few More Joel Cars!!!

President’s message continued........

1979 (year I got married) to 1985
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

1970 Olds Rally 350 with Judy standing
next to it (1980)

1979
1970
1970
1970
1979
1981
1982
1985

Camaro Z28 (bought new)
GTO Convert
Olds Rally 350
Dodge Challenger RTSE 440
Pinto Wagon (bought new)
Toyota Celica (bought new)
Nissan PU (bought new)
Dodge Colt (bought new)

1986 (moved to Fresno, Got company car)
I am sending Sam a few pics that he will
hopefully be able to show here in the
newsletter

1964 Corvette Conv. (1974)
1979 Camaro Z28 brand
new(1979)

1970 Dodge Challenger
RTSE (1981)

Joel

1964 Olds Starfire
with
my
dad
standing next to it.
Car was brand new
(1964)

1979 Camaro and 1970
GTO Conv (still green)
Just
back
from
Honeymoon (1979)

1969 GTO with me
leaning on the
fender (1975)
than I expected. Plus I can tell I no longer
enjoy putting together the newsletter like I
used to. It is becoming more of a job and
challenge each month to produce something
that is attractive as well as interesting.
Therefor I feel it is time for someone new to
take over the job.
Plus there is a perk to this job, you get your
club as well as POCI dues paid for each year.
It has been fun, but it is now time for someone
new to step up and take over.
Sam Fisher

1970 GTO I own now, picture taken during
club activity “Car Rally for the Visually
Impaired , I was pretty fat at that time (1996)
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We’re Glad . . . We’re Sad!
The 2008 Pontiac/Oakland Western Regional Convention is in
the history book!
After 2 years of planning, talking, asking, meeting, driving,
thinking, and of course forgetting, we have successfully staged
our second regional convention! This is no small feat, and could
only, and I mean ONLY have been accomplished with the effort
of every member of our club! During the course of the convention
I was asked by many “how many members in your club”? When
I responded that we have hit our high water mark of 40 members,
they could not believe that such a “small” club could do such a superb job!
We did put on quite a convention; a Thursday poker run
and lakeside hot dog BBQ; Friday and Saturday
registration; Friday boat rides, hospitality on the Deck; a
Saturday car show, photo contest, club display contest
and banquet, three seminars, and then a Sunday “Getaway” breakfast. I heard more than once how “smoothly”
everything went.
Well just how did we do in this time of “economic crisis”? Not too bad;
yes the totals are down, but still very strong numbers. We sat 220 for
dinner; lower than ‘05, but this gave us the benefit of allowing seating
of 8 per table instead of 10. Over 120 dropped in for breakfast, up
from ‘05; we parked about 126 cars on the show field and used 39
judges to examine and critique them. We
cooked hot dogs for over 60 people on the
Thursday poker run, and hosted several
hundred attendees Friday night on the deck!
During the day Friday over 130 enjoyed the Wine and Cheese boat
tours while others washed their cars, or browsed the Boat House looking
at 20 contest photos and 3 very nice club displays. When otherwise
idle, many attendees picked up and read “one of the best convention
programs I’ve ever seen”; their words, not mine.
One of the major accomplishments of this convention is something
you might not think about. Hosting an event of this magnitude is no easy task, and it is
human nature to have conflicting ideas and to express them. During those moments of stress,
we talked, let emotions settle down and remained good friends! I know of other clubs that
cannot say that . . . we can indeed be proud!
So what is the bottom line? Our treasurer has the job ahead of him to see just how we did
financially. But I’m thinking that when the numbers are crunched, we will meet or exceed our
previous effort.
More than once I had someone approach me and tell me that “once again, Pontiacs of Central
California raised the bar”! I know the work was hard, but trust me when I say that POCC is a
club that is envied by our fellow enthusiasts. We are blessed by a great venue, but that’s only
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the start . . . we, the members, are what makes
the real difference! I want to again express my
heartfelt thanks, and congratulations to Every
Single Member of this great club for their sacrifice
and hard work! YOU made it happen!
And least we forget, a BIG THANKS to Don
Bonander, owner of Vintage Buick, Pontiac,
Cadillac & GMC Truck dealership for his
continued sponsorship of our shows.
Brian Massey

Thanks to Paula Yost and Dennis Simonson
for the great pictures.
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Upcoming Events

A Few More Pictures

(POCC Club events are in bold).
POCC monthly meetings are held at the
Yosemite Falls Cafe, Highway 99 and
Ashlan. Meetings start at 7:00 pm.

October
13th: General Membership Meeting at
the Yosemite Falls Café.
25th: Tour of Cap’s Powder Coating; Be
there by 10am, lunch will be provided by
Cap’s. Cap’s is located at 4460 South
Chestnut Ave in Fresno. Call Keith Watts
for additional information - 225-8515.

November
8th: Toys for Tots Car Show; Info to
follow.
10th: General Membership Meeting at
the Yosemite Falls Café.

December
6th; Annual Christmas Party at the Plaza
Ventana Mexican Restaurant starting at
5:30. More info to follow.
REMEMBER: No regular meeting in
December, the Christmas party is the
meeting.
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TOTAL Club Participation in the 2008 Western Regional
WOW – another successful Western Regional
is over!!! I sat down to write out a list to say
“Thank You” to each POCC member who
helped make the convention a big success;
however, the list got VERY long and Sam
didn’t have a lot of extra room in the
newsletter. It made me very proud to be a
member of Pontiacs of Central California when
I saw all the club participation and hard work
over the four-day event. Our members
greeted participants and made them feel
welcome; answered questions; checked
people in; assembled & handed out goody
bags; organized their area of responsibility;
planned, prepared and served wine, cheese
& food; took photos; donated raffle prizes;
sold raffle tickets; dealt with minor problems;
hauled stuff; parked cars; decorated; sold
logo wear and went the extra mile by jumping
in wherever help was needed.
We made new friends and received a lot of
positive response during the weekend; also,
we have received nice phone calls & email
since returning home. Some sample email:
“Thank you and all of the POCC members
for planning, organizing & hosting . . . Great
people, great cars, great band, great setting,
great times.” Dave & Martha Finestone
“On behalf of the Golden Gate Goats, I would
like to take this opportunity to say thanks
for such a wonderful time in Bass Lake. I
could only imagine how much work went into
setting this up; however, the meet was a
huge success with everyone truly enjoying
themselves.” Joe Novinski
“…we had a great time! It’s so nice to be
welcomed by your club. All your members
were very nice. Please let them know that I
appreciated all their hard work in putting
on a show like this.” Benny Bozzelli
“Just a thank you to you and all your club
for ALL the hard work that was so evident
in the Western Regional. Having been

involved in planning and staging car shows,
your attention to detail was remarkable!!
Loved the awards.”
Gary & Mary
Sundberg , Desert Renegades (Arizona
Chapter)
“ . . . What a great time I had at the show
this weekend. You and your fellow club
members did a terrific job!” Steve Beckett,
Golden Gate Goats
POCC - Give yourselves a pat on the back for
a job well done!! It wouldn’t have been a
success without such great commitment &
participation from everyone.
Janet Massey

For Sale
1965 Lemans front end complete with
bumper. Some surface rust because of old
thin paint. There is no other rust, it is solid
and straight, Great Calif Parts. Can be a GTO
with hood change. I would like to trade for
a 71/72 Endura front end, hood, head lights
ect. for my Lemans Sport conv. Pictures on
request via e-mail. Contact Dan @ 559-9081450
Tempest, GTO & LeMans 1964 to 1967
parts. Left & right fenders, some trim, lenses
and miscellaneous parts. Call Andy Hoff at
(559) 298-4527 for complete list and prices.
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts .
Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.
Hood, tail lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs
and console. Also a 66 GTO rear bumper
and miscellaneous trim. Call Victor Weitzel
at (559) 760-2313.
Weather striping, seat covers, head liners,
sun visors, seat belts and carpets for most
makes and models. Call Dennis Baker, (559)
322-8441.
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Pontiacs of Central California
Officers
Pontiacs of
Central California (POCC)
is a club for owners and lovers of
Pontiacs. The club members range from
young guys and gals to old guys, who own
all types of Pontiacs from the Muscle to the
Luxury cars. A few members don’t even own
Pontiacs, they simply like them. Club dues
are $24 per calendar year or $2.00 per month
for the remainder of any calendar year.
Members must also join the Pontiac/Oakland
Club International (POCI). POCI dues are
$31 per year and includes a subscription to
the POCI monthly magazine - “Smoke
Signals”. The magazine alone is worth the
$31. It’s full of interesting Pontiac stories,
tips on doing Pontiac things, as well as free
advertising for members. Since this magazine
goes out world wide, it is a great place to find
parts or that special Pontiac you have been
searching for.

President

Joel Garrett
765-4865
calbug61@aol.com

Vice Pres.

Dave Valla
292-9441
dagodavesgto@sbcglobal.net

Secretary

Dennis Schwarz
323-1064
gtoherman2@aol.com

Treasurer

Dennis Baker
322-8441
socalolds@aol.com

Activities

Greg Griggs
322-4005
autoguy50@hotmail.com
Sam Fisher
664-9431
fisher_s@unwiredbb.com

Newsletter
Webmaster

Brian Massey
645-8018
bjmassey2@gmail.com
(All area codes are 559-)

Club meetings are held the second Monday
of each month at the Yosemite Falls Cafe,
Highway 99 and Ashlan Ave in Fresno, CA.
Meetings starts at 7:00 pm.
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