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Minutes of the September 11,
2006 Meeting

President’s Message
Fall is here and looking back on the summer
we’ve had a pretty good time with our Pontiacs
(Buicks, Oldsmobile’s, etc). The group cruises
and car shows have been great, as well as
some of the individual events that have come
up. However, we can’t stop now! We have
several remaining events ahead of us
including the Toys for Tots Car Show on Nov
4. Then the Christmas party and then the
New Year! First thing you know we will be
back at Bass Lake.
I guess I might be getting ahead of myself but
as we all know time flies when we’re having a
good time. To slow down a bit, the last event I
attended was the Ronald McDonald House car
raffle dinner and car show. This annual raffle
is a very worthwhile event and I applaud the
Friends of the House, including our own Gayle
Huls, for the effort they put into the program.
It looks like the net profit and donation from
the 2006 raffle was $1,000,000 to the Ronald
McDonald house. This was great, the
concluding event was nice and those of us
that attended had a good time. I’ll bet there
was even a guy in Illinois that had a good time.
Thanks Gayle!
One of the most important issues that we now
have to face is the organization and well being
of our club. As we approach the end of the
year this includes the annual selection of our
officers. These are the people that represent
us in various matters and it is important that
we take the time and put some thought into
the process and, most importantly, consider
participation. This month we will again
nominate and elect the 4 officers that will
guide the club in 2007. So be prepared to
participate!

Bill Richards

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm
by President elect Bill Richards
Visitors present were Keith & Ellie Watts.
An agenda for the meeting was passed out and
approved.
The treasurer’s report was read by Bill Truckell
and approved. There are 32 regular members
and 9 associate members in the P.O.C.C.
Sam Fisher made a newsletter report and he
says that everything is working fine.
No webmaster report as Brian Massey was not
in attendance.
Joel Garret gave a report on activities.
Members have been attending the Friday night
events at Chubby’s and Caliche’s. There were
also several club cars that attended the
Farmer’s Market event in Clovis. The sending
out of emails for upcoming events has been a
big help. Keep up the good work Joel.
Upcoming events will include the Ronald
McDonald House event on the 23rd and the
San Simeon cruise and barbecue on the 30th.
We hope that everyone can make this trip. On
Oct. 28 there will be a club cruise / pizza party.
The Christmas party will be Dec. 2nd at Sam
& Elains house in Madera. Other activities
might include a possible cruise to Coalinga.
And don’t forget the P.O.C.C. Toys 4 tots show
on Nov. 4 th. Contacts have been made for
contributions for the show and possibly some
sort of discounts on take-out lunches from
Continued on page 3............
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Minutes continued............

Member Number 33
A new month and a new member, maybe we
can keep it up for the rest of the year. Be
sure to welcome our newest member,
Cameron Gibson along with his wife Lisa.
Cameron and Lisa join us with there 1969
Oldsmobile 442. Be sure to welcome them
at the next meeting or event.

the restaurant next to the show site. We’re
waiting to here back from the owner.
As there was no more business to discuss,
the attendance drawing was done, and the
winner is Jerry Markin. That’s 2 months in a
row for Jerry, but since he was not in
attendance again, that means that next month
it will be $30.
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully, Dennis Schwarz

Truth or Myth??
Here is my own version of Myth-Busters. We
have all gotten or heard about e-mails that
claim something that sounds plausible, only
to find out that it is really a myth, these are
often called urban legends. There are several
web sites on the Internet that are devoted
strictly to deciding if something is the truth
or a myth, The one I use the most is called
MythBusters.com. I think one of the TV
channels is also devoted to putting to rest
myths, one “myth” that I heard about being
tested was leaving the tailgate down on your
pick up while traveling on the freeways in
order to get better gas milage. According to
the program, leaving the tail gate up was
actually better.
Well we all know the “disadvantages” of owning
a dark colored car. They really look great but
seem to show the dirt and dust much worse
than a light colored car. Now most of you
know that we own a tan or beige ‘81 Corvette
that shouldn’t show dirt at all, heck the car is
the same color as the dirt, so how can dirt
show up. So is it really true that light colored
cars show dirt less than dark colored cars.
Turn to page 6 to see the “Truth or Myth”
answer.
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The Good Ole Days
by Sam Fisher
A few weeks ago, my neighbor across the
street, who is into building 50’s style hot rods,
brought over a June 1957 Hot Rod magazine
for me to look at. He had been going through
some of his collection of car stuff and found
this one that had a feature article on the 1957
Pontiacs, that is the major reason he brought
it over. The major reason he had kept the
magazine, though, was because it had
another article on a hot rod that was almost
an exact duplicate of one he had previously
owned. Upon looking through the magazine
I was reminded of what was considered “hot”
and “cool” back in the 50’s. Think back, the
Corvette was only five years old and just
coming into its own, the Thunderbird was no
longer a two seater and the 57 Chevy was
probably the car to dream for. It also made
me start thinking about what was happening
in 1957. Just to help jog your memory a bit,
Dwight D. Eisenhower was our president.
Some of the hit songs of 1957 were Too Much
and Love Me by Elvis; Hey Jealous Lover by
Frank Sinatra; Blueberry Hill by Fats Domino;
Moonlight Gambler by Frankie Lane and
Don’t Forbid Me by Pat Boone. According to
Billboard the number one song for 1957 was
Love Letters in the Sand by Pat Boone. In
June of 1957 I had just graduated from the
8th grade and would soon be starting my
freshman year of high school in the fall, so I
was still too young to drive but was already a
car nut. If you were into cars at that time
here are some memories of what you might
have been buying, doing or dreaming about
doing.
From some of the ads in the magazine: You
could buy an Ed Iskenderian 5th Cycle cam,
which had just set a new world record in the
quarter mile drag of 166.97 mph, for $65 to
$85. A set of adjustable rocker arms for your
Oldsmobile V8 or Cadillac engines could be
had for $40. Auburn Triple Electrode spark

plugs would give your car some extra pep and
power, as proven by a dynamometer test. For
25 cents you could get the new ’57 Weber
Speed and Power Catalog, the 25 cents was
refundable with your first order. From
Edelbrock Equipment Co you could get a 5657 Plymouth triple carb intake manifold for
$79.50 or a Ford, Mercury or Thunderbird
dual quad intake manifold for $74.50. You
could buy a fuel injected ’57 Chevy with a 283
cubic inch V8 that produced 283 h.p., one
h.p. per cubic inch. You could buy exhaust
cut outs for $2.95, this included a dash
control kit, guaranteed to fit any exhaust pipe,
any car. Here are some specials from J.C.
Whitney: Continental Kits as low as $49.95,
the most expensive was $122.59 for a Cadillac;
add on white sidewalls (changed any black
wall tire to white walls), $5.95 for four; the
Amazing New Fan-O-Matic Automatic Fan
Release, chrome plated, added 15 to 20 more
useable horse power for $39.50; Auto Burglar
Alarm, completely automatic for $2.95; Dual
Rear Speaker Kit for $11.95 and last but not
least the all important Ah-OOO-Gah horn for
$12.60.
There was one letter to the
editor that caught my eye
since it was about a MercPontiac Combo. The car
was a ’49 Merc with a ’55
Pontiac engine, dual-range
Hydro and a stock Merc
4:11 rear end. He wanted
some custom work done and from here I will
quote. “About two months ago I took it to the
body shop in Oxnard, where I am stationed,
to see what the custom work I wanted would
cost me. Well the custom man came up with
a price of $495, which floored me, so I decided
to take 25 days leave from Uncle Sam’s Navy
and try it myself. I had never touched the
body of a car before. After I had finished the
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car and had him paint it black, I had put out
a total of $175 and really had a swell time
doing the work. I had all the bumper guards
and bumpers rechromed, also replaced most
of the side chrome. It features electric doors,
frenched ’52 Merc headlight rims, filled in
parking lights, molded splash pan, ’53 Chevy
grill bars and a few other things. Also, all the
work was done with fiberglass.” As far as
prices go, the Good Ole Days were good
indeed. He was also going to do some work
on the engine as soon as he got some
information on hopping up the Pontiac. I’m
betting he once again did the work himself.
The 1957 Mobilegas Economy
run featured women drivers for
the first time and was the longest
ever. Covering 1,568 miles, with
altitudes from sea level to 7,382
feet. The four day event
started in LA, and
continued on to San
Francisco, to Reno, to
Odgen, Utah and ended
up in Sun Valley, Idaho.
The overall class
winners were all Chrysler products due largely
to the Torque-Flight transmissions they were
equipped with, it seems the Torque-Flights
completely released on downgrades and
allowed the cars to coast freely while the
majority of the other automatic transmissions
required some partial throttle to keep
compression from slowing the cars down. All
cars were equipped with automatic
transmissions. The average gas mileage for
all cars was 20.4 with the highest being 22.2
for the Ford Fairlane “500” 6.
So, what did Hot
Rod Magazine have
to say about the
1957 Pontiac. You
can find the article
on page 24 and it is titled PONTIACPerformance Plus, the title is no big surprise
to us Pontiac lovers, The test car was a Super

Chief
two-door
Catalina hardtop
and the first picture
shows it laying down
at least a 50 foot
patch of rubber from
both tires.
The
article starts out by
saying
“Three
carburetors on a well designed engine in a
lightweight chassis make the ’57 Pontiac a car
to be considered by performance seekers”.
The engine was the 347 cubic inch V8 with
Tri-Power and put out 290 horse power, there
was also a 317 hp engine available. The
carburetors were, of course, the Rochester
two-barrels and the
transmission was a
Stratro-Flight
Hydra-Matic with a
3.23 ratio rear end.
The car was able to
go from zero to 60 in
around 8.5 seconds
and consistently
was able to hit 8588 mph with elapsed times between 16 and
17 seconds on the drag strip. The only thing
they could say bad about the car was the
brakes faded quickly during mountain driving,
but by downshifting and using engine
compression to help slow the car you could
help to alleviate the problem. They summed
up the review by stating “…the Pontiac is no
longer grandma’s car, because we don’t think
granny could stand the acceleration built into
this torpedo without blacking out.” “Cruise
down the highway at 50 mph, then kick the
accelerator to the floor to simulate passing
conditions. When the transmission hits third
gear and the throttle hits that third carburetor,
you’ll think you’ve been catapulted from a
c a r r i e r
deck.” They
did have a
way
with
words in the
50’s.
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Upcoming Events

banquet room at Denny’s, 710 W. Shaw
Ave. Clovis CA. 559-298-8706. Dinner at
6:30pm, meeting at 7 to 8:30pm.

(POCC Club events are in bold).

December:

POCC monthly meetings are held at the
Denny’s at 710 West Shaw in Clovis. Order
dinner between 6:00 and 6:30, meetings

2nd: Christmas Party hosted by the
Fishers in Madera. Full details to follow
in the November newsletter.

start at 7:00 pm.

October:
6th: McKinley- Elementary Carnival and
Carshow. From 4:00 to 8:00 pm. All makes
and models, entry is free, games and prizes,
silent auction, raffle, food booths, 50s
music and dancing. 4444 W McKinley Ave,
Fresno. Contact Mitch Gaasch, 559-9947281 or e-mail at mgaasch@fmdiaz.com.
9th: Monthly Meeting; Meet in the
banquet room at Denny’s, 710 W. Shaw
Ave. Clovis CA. 559-298-8706. Dinner at
6:30pm, meeting at 7 to 8:30pm.

Truth or Myth??
Do light colored cars show dirt less than dark
colored cars? Let the pictures speak for
themselves. This is the Corvette after
returning from the San Simeon trip on
Sunday. Actually the pictures make the car
look cleaner than it really was!!!

28th: Cruise and Pizza Party. Full
details at the October meeting or call
Joel Garrett (292-9130) or Dan Siebert
(638-4866) if you cannot make the next
meeting for further information.

November:
4th: 7th Annual Toys for Tot’s All Car,
Truck & Motorcycle Show. Show will be
at the Toy’s R Us parking lot, Shaw at
Sunnyside in Clovis, CA. The show will be
from 11am to 3pm, and will include some
special surprise awards. Entry fee is any
unwrapped toy with a value of $10.00 or
greater. The show is Rain or Shine! If it’s
raining, please stop by and drop off your
toy and meet some great Marines. You
will also be supplied with hot coffee,
coco and cookies. For more info contact
Dennis Schwarz, 323-1064 or Carl Smith,
834-4933.

Where is a black
car when you
really need one??

13th: Monthly Meeting; Meet in the
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Members enjoy themselves
at Ronald MacDonald
benefit
On September 23rd Friends of the House held
their annual car raffle on the grounds of the
Ronald MacDonald Houses in Madera. As
always, POCC members attended in mass and
enjoyed the annual fund raiser. This event has
raised over a million dollars for the Ronald
MacDonald House over the past few years.
Way to Go! Thanks to Dan Siebert for the
pictures.

For Sale
Tempest, GTO & LeMans 1964 to 1967
parts. Left & right fenders, some trim, lenses
and miscellaneous parts. Call Andy Hoff at
(559) 298-4527 for complete list and prices.
Weather striping, seat covers, head liners,
sun visors, seat belts and carpets for most
makes and models. Call Dennis Baker, (559)
322-8441.
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts .
Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.
Hood, tail lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs
and console. Also a 66 GTO rear bumper
and miscellaneous trim. Call Victor Weitzel
at (559) 692-2900.
1964 Pontiac Bonneville four door hard top.
Owner thinks engine is a 421 but not positive.
Automatic trans, 4 barrel carb, brakes
recently replaced, 14 inch wheels with hub
caps. Original car including interior but may
have been painted during its lifetime. Car is
“mostly” all there but needs restoration. Car
runs but has blockage in the tank or fuel
lines. Asking $2500. Call Mike—209-9664183
1965 Mustang GT coupe. Is apart and had
some rust issues but is supposed to be
complete including original 289 engine,
factory AC, etc. Call Mike—209-966-4183
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Pontiacs of Central California
Officers for 2006
Pontiacs of
Central California (POCC)
is a club for owners and lovers of
Pontiacs. The club members range from
young guys and gals to old guys, who own
all types of Pontiacs from the Muscle to the
Luxury cars. A few members don’t even own
Pontiacs, they simply like them. Club dues
are $24 per calendar year or $2.00 per month
for the remainder of any calendar year.
Members must also join the Pontiac/Oakland
Club International (POCI). POCI dues are
$31 per year and includes a subscription to
the POCI monthly magazine - “Smoke
Signals”. The magazine alone is worth the
$31. It’s full of interesting Pontiac stories,
tips on doing Pontiac things, as well as free
advertising for members. Since this magazine
goes out world wide, it is a great place to find
parts or that special Pontiac you have been
searching for.

President

Bill Richards
431-8742
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net

Vice Pres.

Carl Smith
834-4933
gorillaspad@webtv.net

Secretary

Dennis Schwarz
323-1064
gtohorman2c@aol.com

Treasurer

Bill Truckell
226-4049
billtruckell@abcglobal.net

Activities

Joel Garrett
292-9130
calbug61@aol.com

Newsletter

Sam Fisher
664-9431
fisher_s@comcast.net

Webmaster

Brian Massey
645-8018
bjmassey@bigfoot.com
(All area codes are 559)

Club meetings are held the second Monday
of each month at the Denny’s restaurant at
710 West Shaw in Clovis. Meetings start at
7:00 pm. Please feel free to join us.

••8••

