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President’s Message
Here it is! Already 2006. We had a great year
in 2005, we hosted a fantastic conference,
attended many car shows and cruises, had a
great Christmas party and most of all, we had
fun doing it. As the incoming President this
may be a hard act to follow. Andy did a good
job and we all owe him a big thank you,
especially considering the fact that he reupped for a second year as President in 2005.
THANKS ANDY!
When Cheryl and I joined the club a few years
ago we had just entered the car collector craze.
I had always enjoyed working on my own cars
and would cuss every time I had to give up
and take one of them in for repairs, but never
really had time for working on a car that
wasn’t necessary as primary transportation.
In addition, I had always had the desire to
own a muscle car and kind of figured it would
be a GTO, even looking at a few that were for
sale through the years. After working for 35
years in a very time demanding job and raising
two children that are now out of the house
and successful, we figured we finally had the
time. Now, after 2 years of membership in
the club and becoming the proud owners of 2
old Pontiacs, we wonder why we waited so
long.
I would like to thank everybody for their
confidence in electing me as the President for
2006. I would also like to thank the other
elected officers, Carl Smith, Dennis Schwarz,
Bill Truckell and Joel Garrett for their
willingness to serve. It is also important to
recognize Sam Fisher for continuing with the
newsletter and Brian Massey as the Web
Master.

is the reason for the success that we enjoy
today. I would expect that we have all seen
the demise of different clubs and civic
organizations when this type of atmosphere
is not maintained.
Secondary objectives for 2006 should include
the continuing effort to encourage new
membership. Our attendance at the various
cruise nights and car shows in the area is an
excellent way to do this. I can’t remember
one of these events that I attended last year
where I didn’t hand out one of our club cards
or have a conversation with somebody who
“used to have a Pontiac just like that one,” or
who wanted an old Pontiac. Although these
kinds of events are fun and maintain our
visibility, we should also explore other events
that offer new contacts and experiences. The
idea offered by Andy of conducting joint
cruises with other Pontiac clubs is a good one.
Trips to Bakersfield to participate with the club
there, or a trip north to participate with the
clubs in that area are both good prospects.
However, to make these events happen we will
all have to participate in their planning and
coordination. Joel has volunteered to be the
activities coordinator for the year. He will need
all of our ideas and help to make the 2006
year as successful as last year.
So again thanks for your support, I’m looking
forward to a successful and fun year.

Bill Richards

It will be my primary objective this year to
maintain the club environment that currently
exists. That is a non-political friendly
atmosphere that allows everybody to enjoy the
club and it activities without undue
polarization on specific issues. I think this is
essential for success for this type of club and
••2••

Forgotten Words and
Expressions
I came across this phrase in a book yesterday
“FENDER SKIRTS”. A term I haven’t heard
in a long time and thinking about “fender
skirts” started me thinking about other words
that quietly disappear from our language with
hardly a notice.
Like “curb feelers” and “steering knobs.” Since
I’d been thinking of cars, my mind naturally
went that direction first. Any kids will probably
have to find some elderly person over 50 to
explain some of these terms to you.
Remember “Continental kits?” They were rear
bumper extenders and spare tire covers that
were supposed to make any car as cool as a
Lincoln Continental. When did we quit calling
them “emergency brakes?” At some point
“parking brake” became the proper term. But
I miss the hint of drama that went with
“emergency brake.”
I’m sad, too, that almost all the old folks are
gone who would call the accelerator the “foot
feed.” Didn’t you ever wait at the street for
your daddy to come home, so you could ride
the “running board” up to the house?
Here’s a phrase I heard all the time in my
youth but never anymore “store-bought.” Of
course, just about everything is store-bought
these days. But once it was bragging material
to have a store-bought dress or a store-bought
bag of candy.
“Coast to coast” is a phrase that once held all
sorts of excitement and now means almost
nothing. Now we take the term “world wide”
for granted. This floors me.
On a smaller scale, “wall-to-wall” was once a
magical term in our homes. In the ‘50’s,
everyone covered his or her hardwood floors
with, WOW, wall-to-wall carpeting! Today,
everyone replaces their wall-to-wall carpeting
with hardwood floors. Go figure.

When’s the last time you heard the quaint
phrase “in a family way?” It’s hard to imagine
that the word “pregnant” was once considered
a little too graphic, a little too clinical for use
in polite company. So we had all that talk
about stork visits and “being in a family way”
or simply “expecting.”
Apparently “brassiere” is a word no longer in
usage. I said it the other day and my daughter
cracked up. I guess it’s just “bra”,
“Unmentionables” probably wouldn’t be
understood at all. I always loved going to the
“picture show,” but I considered “movie” an
affectation.
Most of these words go back to the ‘50’s, but
here’s a pure-’60’s word I came across the
other day - “rat fink.” Ooh, what a nasty putdown!
Here’s a word I miss - “percolator.” That was
just a fun word to say. And what was it
replaced with? “Coffeemaker.” How dull. Mr.
Coffee, I blame you for this.
I miss those made-up marketing words that
were meant to sound so modern and now
sound so retro. Words like “DynaFlow” and
“Electrolux.” Introducing the 1963 Admiral
TV, now with “SpectraVision!”
Food for thought - Was there a telethon that
wiped out lumbago? Nobody complains of that
anymore. Maybe that’s what castor oil cured,
because I never hear mothers threatening
their kids with castor oil anymore.
Some words aren’t gone, but are definitely on
the endangered list. The one that grieves me
most is “supper.” Now everybody says
“dinner.”
Save a great word, invite someone to supper
and discuss fender skirts. I thought some of
us of a “certain age” would remember most of
these.

Thanks to Paula Yost for this little “blast from
the past”.
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The Christmas Party
The Pontiacs of Central Calif. finished the year in style with
another successful year ending Christmas Party. Sam and
Elaine Fisher opened their Madera home to a record crowd
with plenty of food and good times for all. The club supplied
a Ham (I don’t mean Joel) and beverages and the attending
members brought a wide variety of Pot Luck dishes to be
shared. The great food and company made for a great
evening leading up to the always fun Pirate Christmas gift
exchange. Wrapped gifts were opened, stolen, hid and made
fun of. Everyone went home with something interesting,
and some actually
ended up with what they
wanted. Dennis Baker
seems to have figured out
how to play this game the
right (his) way. The
evening ended in an
exciting drive home in the
fog, with many members
playing follow the leader
and/or hide and seek. I
am sure everyone will
join me in giving a huge
THANK YOU to Sam and Elaine for hosting this event.. (by Joel Garrett)
Next year Dennis goes
first, all in favor say
“Ay”!!! Do I even need
to mention what he
goes first in????

Elaine and Sam want to thank everyone
who attended the party and made it such
a success. The food and friendship where
great as always. By our count there
were between 45 and 50 club members
“packed” into our home. Not sure where
we would have put anyone else if more
had attended.
••4••

Ron,
couldn’t
even
give
away
his
gift!!!!

Thanks to Paula Yost
for the great pictures.
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Upcoming Events

April POB Show Just
Around The Corner

(POCC Club events are in bold).
POCC monthly meetings are held at the
Denny’s at 710 West Shaw in Clovis.

Hi all, and Happy New Year from Joel, your
2006 POB Car Show Chairman. I would like
to remind you all that this year’s show is less
than four months away, and NOW is the time
to start planning. We already have the
Courthouse Park reserved for April 29th and
the event insurance taken care of (thanks
Brian). I know I can depend on all of you to
step up and volunteer to help make this show
another success. I will be asking (begging)
people to pick an area that they would like to
be responsible for at the January meeting.
Here is a quick list of some of the areas:
Registration, Raffle, Parking, Judging, Food,
Raffle, Sponsors, Advertising, Donations,
Clean up, DJ, Raffle, Friday night BBQ, etc.
So, please think about how you would like to
contribute, and I will see you at the January
meeting.

Order dinner between 6:00 and 6:30,
meetings start at 7:00 pm.

2006
Happy New Year
January:
9th: Monthly Meeting; Meet in the banquet
room at Denny’s, 710 W. Shaw Ave. Clovis
CA. 559-298-8706. Dinner at 6:30pm,
meeting at 7 to 8:30pm.
28th-29th: Turlock Swap meet:
Confirmed; TBD

Not

February:
?: Laguna Niguel Car Show: (Formally the
“Tustin” show) Not Confirmed; TBD
13th: Monthly Meeting; Meet in the banquet
room at Denny’s, 710 W. Shaw Ave. Clovis
CA. 559-298-8706. Dinner at 6:30pm,
meeting at 7 to 8:30pm.
19th: Daytona 500 Party: Not Confirmed;
TBD The Daytona 500 party will be at the
Portuguese hall in Easton. Take Fwy 41
South to American Ave.; turn right (West) to
old Hwy 41; turn left (South) to Jefferson;
turn right (West) to 172 West Jefferson. A
wonderful BBQ lunch will be available for
$10.00, the hall will provide a “No-Host”
bar, and if you drive your “classic”, you will
get up-front parking.
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For Sale

1955 Pontiac items for sale. '55 Pontiac
bumper/grill guard. It is in original
condition, but it does bow down some in the
middle but no rust, no cracks or splits or
pitting. Asking $300. Perfect set of 1955
Pontiac Chieftain 2 door hardtop stainless
trim. It does need to be polished, but this
trim is PERFECT! No dents, scratches, dings,
cracks, nothing. Asking $400. Email Rob
Radcliffe at chopt50@msn.com for more
info.

1978 Trans Am, SE. T-top with snoflakes.
1 of 210, needs restoration. Contact Victor
Weitzel at 559-692-2900 or ipw@sti.net.
1964 GTO ( California Black Plate/numbers
matching) going up for sale this Spring. I
am looking for either a 1969 GTO Judge or a
1968 GTO 400 HO. Call or e-mail Les
Paciorek
at
1-740-543-8861
or
loggy@mindspring.com

Tempest, GTO & LeMans 1964 to 1967
parts. Left & right fenders, some trim, lenses
and miscellaneous parts. Call Andy Hoff at
(559) 298-4527 for complete list and prices.
Weather striping, seat covers, head liners,
sun visors, seat belts and carpets for most
makes and models. Call Dennis Baker, (559)
322-8441.
Two sets of 68 Catalina tails.
Any
reasonable offer accepted. Call or e-mail Rick
DiGiacomo
at
401-934-0663
or
frdigi@cox.com.
Miscellaneous 55 Pontias parts. Contact
Rick DiGiacomo for list of items and prices
at 401-934-0663 or frdigi@cox.com.

Wanted

Set of Honeycomb wheels. Contact Dave
Bettencourt at (559) 867-0340 or
baadgoat@webtv.net
A 1965 or 1967 GTO, preferably a convertible.
Car should be in, at least, decent restorable
condition. If you have such a car or know
where one might be located, contact Ren
Hallett at 808-226-3247 (this is in Hawaii)
or e-mail at shopoevent@sbcglobal.net.

Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts .
Convertible brackets, pump and cylinders.
Hood, tail lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs
and console. Also a 66 GTO rear bumper
and miscellaneous trim. Call Victor Weitzel
at (559) 692-2900.
1968 Hurst Olds. Needs restoration. $8,900.
Call Dennis Baker at (559) 322-8441.
1976 Formula Firebird, 95% restored.
Pictures
at
photos.yahoo.com/
gearheads1967. Contact Victor Weitzel at
559-692-2900 or ipw@sti.net.

A Note from Joel,
AKA the Activities
Director
Hi, Joel again, just reminding everyone that
since I volunteered to be Activities Director
this year, now is the time I would like
everyone to start thinking about fun activities
for 2006. I am sure we will repeat some of
the enjoyable ones from last year, but please
be sure to let me know of any ideas you may
have for something different. You can email
me, call, or talk to me at the monthly
meetings.

••7••

Pontiacs of Central California
Officers for 2006
Pontiacs of
Central California (POCC)
is a club for owners and lovers of
Pontiacs. The club members range from
young guys and gals to old guys, who own
all types of Pontiacs from the Muscle to the
Luxury cars. A few members don’t even own
Pontiacs, they simply like them. Club dues
are $24 per calendar year or $2.00 per month
for the remainder of any calendar year.
Members must also join the Pontiac/Oakland
Club International (POCI). POCI dues are
$31 per year and includes a subscription to
the POCI monthly magazine - “Smoke
Signals”. The magazine alone is worth the
$31. It’s full of interesting Pontiac stories,
tips on doing Pontiac things, as well as free
advertising for members. Since this magazine
goes out world wide, it is a great place to find
parts or that special Pontiac you have been
searching for.

President

Bill Richards
431-8742
bgrichards@sbcglobal.net

Vice Pres.

Carl Smith
834-4933
carlspad@webtv.net

Secretary

Dennis Schwarz 323-1064

Treasurer

Bill Truckell
226-4049
billtruckell@abcglobal.net

Newsletter

Sam Fisher
664-9431
fisher_s@comcast.net

Activities

Joel Garrett
292-9130
calbug61@aol.com

(All area codes are 559-)

Club meetings are held the second Monday
of each month at the Denny’s restaurant at
710 West Shaw in Clovis. Meetings start at
7:00 pm. Please feel free join us.

January 2006

Sam Fisher
908 Suburban Ave
Madera CA 93736
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