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President’s Message

Minutes of the P.O.C.C

I can’t believe we are over half way into 2003.
It seems like I just got done doing the last
President message and Sam is emailing me
to do next months.

Our President, Ron Berglund, called the
meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

The Shriners’ Car Show at Manchester Mall
is one of our June activities. It is on: June 7
from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. I would like a
good representation of our Club attending it.
Our 2nd event is on: June 28 in Madera for
the Racing For A Cure Car Show. Let’s all try
to attend these Events. We have a Summer
Party planned at the Grigg’s home on: July
12th. This is to show our appreciation to Don
& Wendy Bonander for there wonderful
support of our annual BOP Car Show. Thanks
Don!!
I have another car restoration story for you.
My oldest son John, always wanted a
convertible. Well….., one day in July of 1994,
I was in the city of Pixley on an insurance
appointment. I was driving out of town and
noticed a building with a lot of cars around it.
“Well”, I had to stop!! In back of the building
was a 1965 Pontiac Catalina Convertible. I
asked the owner if it was for sale. He said
“Yes”, but the deal was that I also had to buy
the 1964 Buick Electra 225 sitting next to it.
A price was agreed and we owned not one
convertible but two. The next week we had
them towed to our house. We put the Buick
in storage and left the Catalina at home.
John & I started researching the Catalina and
found out it was a plain Jane car that was in
sad shape. It had a 389 engine, with a two
barrel, auto transmission and very few
accessories. We started taking the car apart
and found out it was rusty, we had to put a
new rear floor pan in it and then repaired the
trunk. When that was complete, the car body
went to the body shop to be painted dark blue.
John wanted a sporty look, so we started
looking for all the accessories that was offered
in 1965.
(Continued on page 3)

May 12, 2003 meeting

Visitors included Dennis Schwarz who owns
a 64 GTO and Mr. A. Reyes who drives a Fiero
(year unknown).
Treasures report – the club is still in the black
with 33 paid members.
Newsletter editor’s report – Sam passed
around parts wanted/sell list along with a
newsletter sent to us by the So. Cal. Chapter.
Web site Webmaster report – A link has been
established to Musclecarcalender.com.
Activities report – May/June/July schedule
was passed around.
Old Business –Club by-laws committee will
convene soon.
Western regionals update – we are waiting to
see if the So. Cal. Chapter hosts the 2005
National before we continue discussion. Car
show committee chairs took turns talking
about the good and bad points of their
committees. It seems everything went better
than expected and everyone will be back next
year.
New Business – Brian Massey will compile the
results of the wrap-up meeting and post them
on the web. Racing for a Cure – POCC
members registering for the show will be given
free admission for the first car and $10 for
any additional car courtesy of the sponsoring
club.
Upcoming events – Shriner’s Show –June 7th;
Bob’s Big Boy –every Friday night; Chowchilla
3rd Annual 50’s in the Park-20 June; Racing
for a Cure-June 28th; Club BBQ-12 July.
Progressive raffle –This month’s lucky winner
of the $10 progressive attendance raffle was
Andy Hoff
Respectfully,
Dennis Baker
Secretary
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Welcome

(Presidents message continued)

We found a set of 8 lug wheels, 4 speed
transmission, a complete Ventura interior, tilt
steering wheel, am/fm radio, power vacuum
trunk release, full gauge instrument panel,
tachometer, 4 speed console, power bucket
seats, tissue holder, posi rear end, reel out
trunk light and a power antenna. All
accessories were perfectly restored. The motor
was our biggest problem. John wanted a 421
with tri-power.
We didn’t have it “yet”. Soooo, we re-built the
389 and put a 4 barrel on it. We got the body
and frame back from the body shop. Now
came the fun of putting it back together. We
had the white top and tri-color blue interior
done by Wall & Eades Upholstery. What a
great job they did!! Then the 389 engine and
4 speed transmission went in. By this time,
the dark blue Catalina looked very nice. One
day I was out at Curry Brothers on Highway
99, and low and behold they had a wrecked
1965 2+2 coupe in back with a 421 engine in
it. So, we bought the whole car. When we got
the motor home and started taking it apart,
we found out that it had been sitting out in
the weather and all the pistons were stuck.
We proceeded to hammer them out. What a
Job!!. Then we took the block and heads over
to Dave’s machine shop. He told us it had
been bored 30 over already and that 3
cylinders would have to be sleeved and then
bored 60 over. Well, that’s just what we did.
In the meantime, we were at the Turlock Swap
Meet and found a 1965 tri-power with
carburetor. We sent it to the Carburetor shop
in LA for restoration. When the engine and
the tri-power was complete, we started putting
them together. John wanted a little more
thump in the 421, so we put high compression
heads, Ram Air IV cam and long branch
exhaust headers on. Next we took out the
389 and installed the 421.

Welcome our newest member, Dennis and Dori
Schwarz. Dennis joined at the May meeting
and is the proud owner of a 1964 GTO. Be
sure to say “Hi” to Dennis and Dori.
to do together. I highly recommend every
member to do a restoration with their children.
We just had to take the Catalina for a drive.
What power for a big car!! It’s one of the nicest
riding cars we have.
John entered his Catalina convertible in the
Borba Ranch Car Show. It took a 1st place in
its class. Arch Brown from the Car & Parts
magazine just happened to be there and was
so interested in the history of the car that he
set up an appointment the following week to
photograph the Catalina at Fresno Roeding
Park. Johns car was featured in the February
1996 magazine issue with a full color picture
on the front cover. Arch also took pictures of
my 1970 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible. It
was featured in the June 1998 Cars & Parts
magazine. What a thrill to have both our cars
that we put together from junk into prizewinners featured in a magazine. The Catalina
may not be a number matching original car,
but it sure looks good.
As members of the POCC, I highly recommend
that we teach our children the passion of
owning a Classic Pontiac. If we don’t, the
hobby may disappear some day and that
would be a tragedy.
One last thing, let’s all go to the Pontiac
Western Regional in Long Beach this fall. It
should be a great fun and family Event.
Thanks!! Your Prez Ron Berglund

I still remember the day we fired up the 421.
It had a roar and a thump of power that made
the hair stand up on your arms. What a great
feeling of accomplishment for a father and son
••3••

Thanks to our many Vendors
for spending the day with us.

Man, I know the minutes
are in here somewhere!!!

Lot’s GTOs as well as
other Pontiacs.

No one could do
chrome like GM in
the ‘50s.
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The Best

Nothing nicer than a convertible,

Best Cadillac

Best GMC

Best Pontiac

unless it is an old restored
convertible.

Best Olds

Best GTO, super job
on your ‘66, Dave
The good
old days
when you
could
identify
and find all
of the parts
under the
hood.

Best Buick

When cars were
cars!!!!!!
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And the Very Best,
thanks Don for all of
your great support.

Upcoming Events

The Third Annual

Racin’ For
A Cure
Car Show

(POCC Club events are in bold).

POCC Club meetings are held at the
Denny’s at 710 West Shaw in Clovis.
Meetings start at 7:00 pm.
June:
7th - Shriner’s Car Show at Manchester
Shopping Center.

Once again this years
show will be held at the
Court House Park in
Madera. Pre-registration
through June 21 is
$15,00 and the day of
show registration is
$20.00. Sign in is from 8
am to 9:30 and the show
ends at 4 pm.

9th - Monthly POCC club meeting
14th - Cruise Night, details to follow
20th - Chowchilla 3rd Annual ‘50’s in the
Park. From 4:00 to 9:00 pm at Chowchilla
Veterans Park, 600 Robertson Blvd.
Contact Chowchilla C of C at (559) 6655603 for further information.

Scott Shropshire is a
resident of Madera,
California and a 1998
graduate of Madera High
School. During his high school years Scott
won many diving meets, culminating with the
winning of the CIF championship during his
senior year.

28th - Racin’ for a Cure Car show in
Madera. See details next column
28th - 4th Annual Bonander show in
Turlock. See May newsletter for full info.
July:
12th - 2nd Annual Bar-B-Q at the Griggs.
Details will follow.
14 - Monthly POCC club meeting
th

26th - Cruise night, details to follow.
August:
9th - POCC Cruise Night, details to follow.
11th - Monthly POCC club meeting
September:
5th to 7th - POCI Western Regional at Long
Beach California
11th - Monthly POCC club meeting

Scott received a diving scholarship to the
University of California at Davis where Scott
continued to improve his diving skills. In his
first year as a collegiate diver, he was
nationally ranked #1. His career ended on
July 6, 2000 when a diving accident left him
paralyzed. His doctor’s prognosis at the time
was that Scott would spend the rest of his life
connected to a breathing apparatus.
Scott has worked hard since his injury and
as a results he not only breaths on his own
but controls his wheelchair with a hand
controlled joystick. He has also returned to
his studies at Davis. Scott still has his 1966
Mustang and his love of cars.
The Great Scott Foundation was formed to
help promote spinal cord injury awareness
and research. The desire of Scott and his
family is that the foundation be a benefit to
all spinal cord injury victims. For more
information
on
the
web
go
to
www.greatscottfoundation.com.
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For Sale

Weather striping, seat covers, head liners,
sun visors, seat belts and carpets for most
makes and models. Call Dennis Baker, (559)
322-8441.
1968 Hurst Olds. Needs restoration. $8,000.
Call Dennis Baker at (559) 322-8441.
Tempest, GTO & LeMans 1964 to 1967 parts.
Left & right fenders, some trim, lenses and
miscellaneous parts. Call Andy Hoff at (559)
298-4527 for complete list and prices.
Bias Tires and Tubes for your all original
antique. Call Gene Clarey at (559) 323-9280
for all details.
1965 Buick Electra convertible. White with
red interior. Full power - windows and seats.
Appraised at $15,000 asking $10,500. Call
Charlie Capparelli at (559) 299-7220
Miscellaneous 67 GTO parts. Fenders,
bumpers, AC parts, some trim. Call Sam
Fisher at (559) 674-0821 for complete list.
Miscellaneous 69 Firebird parts. Hood, tail
lights, dash, grills, rear seat springs, console.
66 GTO rear bumper, some trim. Call Victor
Weitzel at (559) 692-2900.
455 heads, non-date code matching set of '71
455 #66 heads with 2.11 &1.77 valves. Both
are in excellent, clean condition and will give
8:1 compression in a 455. $250 for the set.
Contact Alan Blalock @ 916 415-0888
1968 Pontiac Executive Safari station
wagon. New paint, black over dark wood
grain. New carpets & headliner, seats in
excellent shape, one crack in dash pad.
Factory AC. New tires with newly painted Rally
II wheels. All glass original and in good shape
except for rear power window which has
scratch marks from metal bracket. Engine
and trans in good shape. $6,000 OBO. Sam
Fisher (559) 674-0821

1988 Ford Elite 22 foot Class C motorhome.
Dual air, EFI 351, sleeps 6. $7,500. Contact
Brian Massey at (559) 645-8018.
1955 Pontiac 2 bbl intake with carburator
$75 OBO. Other miscellaneous 55 parts.
Two sets of tail lights for 69 Firebird. Contact
Rick DiGiacomo at (401) 934-0663 or
frdigi@aol.com
Rare, single owner, 1968 Pontiac Firebird,
with numbers matching 350 CID V-8 HO 4
BBL. Meticulously repainted in original light
yellow with black decals and pin striping;
black vinyl roof and interior. It has painted
color matching collector ‘American racing’
vintage wheels with a .373 posi rear gear ratio
and a manual 3-speed stick shift. Strong
muscle car with authentic 400 hood with
Tachometer, Power Steering.
The owner has meticulously maintained this
car throughout its life investing in all required
repairs and maintenance. Only original or
authentic replacement parts have been used.
Estimate it to be over 95% fully restored;
Engine’s been entirely rebuilt to stock
condition and currently has less than 18,000
miles. This classic car has new stock
suspension, a rebuilt carburetor, and a new
starter. Newer front seat covers and original
rear seat covers. In dash FM radio and four
speakers work. PRICE
REDUCED - $21,320
MUST SELL! E-mail
HO68Firebird@yahoo.com.

Wanted

For 70 Mustang, front fenders, hood and
drivers door. Contact Victor Weitzel at (559)
692-2900.
Tilt steering column and clear/black wheel
for 67 Firebird. Call Rick DiGiacomo at (401)
934-0663 or frdigi@aol.com
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Pontiacs of Central California
Officers for 2003
Pontiacs of
Central California
(POCC) is a club for owners
and lovers of Pontiacs. The club
members range from young guys and gals
to old guys, who own all types of Pontiacs
from the Muscle to the Luxury cars. A few
members don’t even own Pontiacs, they
simply like them. Club dues are $24 per
calendar year or $2.00 per month for the
remainder of any calendar year. Members
must also join the Pontiac/Oakland Club
International (POCI). POCI dues are $25 per
year and includes a subscription to the POCI
monthly magazine - “Smoke Signals”. The
magazine alone is worth the $25. It’s full of
interesting Pontiac stories, tips on doing
Pontiac things, as well as free advertising for
members. Since this magazine goes out world
wide, it is a great place to find parts or that
special Pontiac you have been searching for.

President

Ron Berglund
449-0645
pontiac335@aol.com

Vice Pres.

Gayle Huls
661-0889
gohuls@hotmail.com

Secretary

Dennis Baker
322-8441
socalolds@aol.com

Treasurer

Bill Truckell
226-4049
goldengoat70@webtv.net

Newsletter

Sam Fisher
674-0821
fisher_s@madera.k12.ca.us

Activities/ Brian Massey
645-8018
Webpage
bjmassey@bigfoot.com
(All area codes are 559)

Club meetings are held the second Monday
of each month at the Denny’s restaurant at
710 West Shaw in Clovis. Meetings start at
7:00 pm. Please feel free join us.

June 2003

Sam Fisher
25505 Dawnridge Drive
Madera, CA 93638
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